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Over the years Quaker Concern for Animals has built bridges
with animal advocates around the world. Just one example relates
to the flooding in Bangkok in November 2011 where Thai nationals
rescued thousands of domestic and stray animals alongside human
casualties. Among them were Paporn and Thomas Jäkel who run
the Khlongdogs sanctuary project in Bangkok. Thanks to
donations from our membership and Meetings, Quaker Concern
for Animals was in a position to fund the purchase of a small boat
for Khlongdogs to join with others in helping feed and rescue
animal victims of the waters.
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“I considered that life was sweet in all living creatures,
and taking it away became a very tender point with me.
The creatures, or many of them, were given, or as I take it,
rather lent to us to be governed in the great Creator’s fear...
I believe my dear Master has been pleased to try my faith
and obedience by teaching me that I ought no longer to
partake of anything that had life.”
Joshua Evans (1731-1798) American Quaker minister, journalist, and abolitionist.
Quoted in Quaker Journals, Howard H Brinton (1972)
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Feeding the Cats
When she left they were glad, the people at the farm.
Too many cats, too much
Fuss about livestock. They didn’t need
Her not-always-silent reproach. But daily
She still trails back from the town,
All weathers, keeping faith with her strays,
Loaded with Katkins and Felix, and worry
About cat-flu and irresponsible cars.
Meanwhile in stinking cells the patient
Hands, feet, faces singe at the torturer’s flick;
Terrified children are used for this and that;
In foundering hulks, in camps, on roadsides,
Grannies and babies have no one, and nowhere to go.
Feeding cats? That’s right. And meals-on-wheels.
Visiting Auntie. Lending the car. Showing up
At the bedside, at the funeral, in the cold.
Saying. Not saying. Waiting. Listening.
Bits of trying, the not-unkind, the un-bad. All of it –
The mystic’s rapture, the murderer’s misgiving –
What we can do. Add it up. One day
it might tip the scales.

RV Bailey from Credentials Oversteps Books 2014.
RV Bailey is a patron of Quaker Concern for Animals
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P R E FA C E
Quaker Concern for Animals exists to bear witness, according to
our consciences, on behalf of non-human animals. We are convinced
we have an obligation to reveal their suffering and work to end it.
This anthology marks a 125 year journey since the Friends’ AntiVivisection Association was founded in 1891. Joseph Storrs Fry
was its first President and Quaker MP Joseph Rowntree was among
the first members. As animal concern grew, the Association
became the Animal Welfare and Anti-Vivisection Society, then
simply Quaker Concern for Animal Welfare and finally, in 1978,
Quaker Concern for Animals (QCA).
Since those early days, many Friends have born witness on behalf
of animals, helping carry forward the shared concern through the
decades. Although QCA remains a relatively small group, we are
both heartened and reinvigorated to know how our Light for
animals has endured and continues to be upheld.
The suffering of animals has not reduced over the years, it has
changed and, in many ways, expanded beyond measure – not least
in the UK. Through technology, we are now informed and can
respond to what is happening worldwide. Since the 1650s, our
perception of animals as ‘dumb creatures’ and ‘lesser brethren’ has
evolved to that of a ‘legal person capable of possessing legal rights’.
This anthology records just a few of the many voices for animals since
the 1650s. Most are Quaker; all are linked to Quakers in some way.
We include Quaker Quotes on Animals, An Anthology from the time
5
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of George Fox to the present day which was compiled and published
by the QCA Committee of 1990. Some of the original selections
have been slightly re-ordered and the attributions expanded.
Selections post-1990 are largely sourced from our Newsletter and
website and our links with other faiths and secular groups. Choices
for inclusion have been made in an effort to represent the differing
and ever-growing areas of concern and distinct approaches of witness.
At the heart of the Quaker conviction is a call to ‘respond to that
of God in everyone’. The time has come to more clearly articulate
the fact that ‘everyone’ includes the non-human as well as the
human species. Journeys of Compassion offers an opportunity to
extend the focus of this vision, while also celebrating all those who
have contributed to keeping it in view.
The Committee of Quaker Concern for Animals
September 2016.
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Brock
A cub is asleep on the verge,
He looks lonely,
The East Wind ruffles his fur,
His eyes are blank.
Now he is safe from the gas chamber,
the bullet and the savagery of dogs.
I pass another in the gutter,
May be a sibling,
Must be a sett nearby.
Cubs out late
are not wise enough
to avoid a seventy mile an hour killer.
Once I searched for Brock.
A friend led me to the sett,
We waited down wind.
Before nightfall his muzzle poked out,
He sniffed the air and set off down a track,
Unaware of his happy visitors.
Anne Harding,
QCA Member, Telford Meeting

Night visitor © Ann Johnson
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Quaker Quotations on Animals
An Anthology from the time
of George Fox to the present day

I N T RO D U C T I O N
From the time of George Fox to the present day there have been
individual Friends and groups of Friends who, having compassion
for all creatures and being conscious of the unity of all life,
expressed their thoughts about human responsibility towards
animals and the need to treat them with kindness and respect. Sadly,
their thinking has never been fully reflected in the pages of
Christian Faith and Practice.
As the century draws towards its close we are becoming
increasingly aware of the necessity to live in harmony within the
web of creation, remembering that human beings represent only
one among many species on this planet, albeit the most powerful
with the greatest potential for destructive or creative behaviour.
The last few years have seen the welcome emergence of the Quaker
Green Concern with whom QCA has a great deal in common. We
are anxious, however, that the plight of the individual suffering
animal should not be lost in the pressing preoccupation with the
conservation of species threatened.
In putting this booklet together we have drawn among other sources
upon Some Quaker Thoughts on Animal Welfare, compiled by Chris
Lawson for the Conference Non Violence: Extending the Concept
to Animals arranged in 1984 by Woodbrooke and QSR&E, working
8
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with QCA, and A Quaker Anthology concerning our Lesser
Brethren compiled by Arthur Brayshaw earlier this century, but
undated, and published jointly by The Friends Vegetarian Society
and QCA (then known as the Friends’ Animal Welfare and AntiVivisection Society). We are also indebted to John Wynne-Tyson
for The Extended Circle: A Dictionary of Humane Thought, his
unique and invaluable contribution to the animal rights movement
which has been reprinted in an enlarged form this year.
Many of the individual Friends we have quoted were unknown to
us and some research was necessary in order to put their words into
context. The Friends’ House Library gave a fascinating insight into
the lives of many of them and we are grateful to the staff who, over
the years, have kept such detailed records. For a few we still have
no information and the help of our readers is sought.
A much longer book could have been written, but as brevity was
our intention we give here only dates and a sentence or two of
description. It is impossible to convey the flavour of each life but
it was striking that many Friends quoted suffered as conscientious
objectors and in other ways for their beliefs. They were also
concerned with prison reform and education and a notable few
worked for peace at an international level. There were some later
Friends who pioneered vegetarianism at a time when it was
considered dangerous to omit meat and fish from the diet, and
Friends were among the first vegans.
All of these Friends not only gave time to consider the plight of
animals as well as the plight of their fellow humans but found such
consideration and the action which flowed from it a logical and
inescapable part of their Quaker faith.
9
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There are a few quoted in these pages who, though Friends at some
time in their lives, eventually left the Society. Our corporate witness
on the matter of human responsibility to the animal creation fell
short of their own individual commitment. They were disappointed
in the Society’s progress towards a life which truly reflects the ideal
of peace and non-violence to all living things.
We hope that this booklet will help to stimulate fresh thought,
discussion and action within the Society.
The Committee of Quaker Concern for Animals
August 1990

Original drawings by Phoebe Bower, all from
Quaker Quotations on Animals, 2009
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Mary Howitt (1799-1888)
Produced over 100 volumes including tales for children.
They brand us and they beat us,
They spill our blood like water,
We die, that they may live
Ten thousand in a day;
Oh that they had mercy;
For in their dens of slaughter
They afflict us and affright us
And do far worse than slay.

From The Cry of the Suffering Creatures. Quaker Quotations on Animals
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PA RT O N E
Individual statements
From Quaker Quotations on Animals
Richard Belcher
“One ought really to give up milk and cheese and leather, but of
course abstaining from flesh is a step in the right direction.”

Theodore Benfey
“What we need is to forge a new link between the insights of
science and the deeper promptings of the human spirit. And we will
not be able to achieve this as long as the material world seems alien
to us – as nails to pound with our tools. When we see nature as
nails no longer to be pounded or beaten but as flesh of our flesh
and blood or our blood, whose handling will not only affect us
directly by the feelings we sense through our actions, but also
indirectly because every change we cause in nature will influence
us and others now and in the future, for better or worse, then we
will be moving to wholeness, to health. The environmental
movement is pointing to the close inter-connectedness of our
terrestrial spaceship, but is not yet releasing that love which alone
can adequately reverse present trends.” Friends and the World of
Nature 1980, Pendel Hill Pamphlet, no 233, pp 27-28.

Joanne Bower (1912-) Quaker, former journalist and playwright.
Founder and Hon Secretary of the Farm and Food Society (FAFS),
a charity she ran without payment for 36 years. Australian
12
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academic Peter Singer drew extensively on her research in his
Animal Liberation (1975).
“Animals have sensibilities of which we are only just becoming
aware. One day we shall be horrified at our own insensitivity in
dealing with them.”

W Russell Brain (1895-1966) Authority on the nervous system
and surgeon to the Queen. Received a peerage in 1962.
“I personally can see no reason for conceding mind to my fellow
men and denying it to animals. Mental functions rightly viewed are
but the servants of the impulses and emotions by which we live and
these are surely diencephalic in their neurological location. Since the
diencephalon is well developed in animals and birds, I at least cannot
doubt that the interests and activities of animals are correlated with
awareness and feelings in the same way as my own and may be for
ought I know just as vivid.” Swarthmore Lecture 1944.

Arthur Brayshaw (1871-1951) Esperantist, Hon. Secretary of
Friends’ Vegetarian Society.
“Universal kindness includes abstinence from cruelty in sport and
science, and in obtaining food and clothing.
“I appeal to young Friends, especially to see if they can be content
and happy without killing innocent creatures by proxy and eating
their dead bodies.
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“Their self denial will increase their self-control, promote
temperance, peace and healthy work on the land, and help to free the
men who kill from their unhealthy, cruel and disgusting work.”

John Bright (1811-1889) Political reformer whose Parliamentary
life and work extended over 50 years.
“There is nothing meaner than barbarous and cruel treatment of
the dumb creatures who cannot answer us, or resent the misery
which is often needlessly inflicted on them”
“What is morally wrong cannot be physically right. We appeal to
that which we believe to be the divine wisdom within the hearts of
all men.” Speeches of John Bright.

William Brown (1861-1931) Veterinary surgeon and defender of
unpopular causes.
“We ask our fellow Christians whether it is right to perpetrate this
terrible wrong against these intelligent, sensitive and helpless
fellow-creatures, in order that we may attempt to escape from our
ailments, pains and diseases.” Leaflet.

Corder Catchpool (1883-1952). One of the most significant
advocates of pacifism in his time, Corder Catchpool served in
the Friends Ambulance Unit 1914 to 1916 but left on the
introduction of conscription, for which he was imprisoned. He was
an international representative and relief worker for Friends
14
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between the wars and after, setting up the Bombing Restriction
Committee in 1942.
“Albert Schweitzer sets the thought of Reverence for Life at the
very centre of his philosophy. In doing so he goes one step further
than George Fox, founder of the Quakers, with their central concept
of the Inner Light, ‘that of God’ in every man; for Life includes
not man only but all living creatures.
“So far from using their unique endowment and God-given faculty
of moral insight to learn reverence for life, men have sharpened
their intellectual powers not only to exploit the so-called lower
creation, but even to destroy their fellow men. Cruelty and
exploitation in every form, whether toward man or animals, is a
sure symptom of degradation from man’s high calling. Only by a
gradual strengthening within him of the spirit of love and kindness
toward his fellow men and towards all living creatures, can man
attain what Schweitzer defines as the purpose of the life-force
within him, viz: spiritual unity with Infinite Being; in religious
language, an understanding of the knowledge and love of God.”

Leslie J Cross
“When one has an animal which becomes one’s friend, the
revulsion against its slaughter and the subsequent consumption of
its body is overwhelming. By demanding flesh for food, we compel
the slaughterers to suppress their kindly feelings and to blunt their
finer nature.” Letter to the Friend, 1944.
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Mary E Dunsford (?1870-1936) Hon Secretary of Friends’ AntiVivisection Society, the predecessor of QCA.
“We are certainly turning against the horrors of slaughter-houses,
the torture of laboratories, pit pony suffering, old horse traffic, fur
cruelty, etc.”

Jonathan Dymond (1796-1828) His parents were both recorded
ministers in the Religious Society of Friends. He was influential
in the development of Quaker pacifism.
“As to the torture which field sports inflict upon animals, it is
wonderful to observe our inconsistency. He who has, in the day,
afflicted upon half a dozen animals almost as much torture as they
are capable of sustaining…gives grave reproof to his child, whom
he sees amusing himself with pulling off the wings of flies.” Essays
on the Principles of Morality.

Hugh Flatt (1917-2008) Served on Friends’ Service Council and
the Council of Quaker Peace and Service. A pacifist during World
War II, he managed a Quaker training centre for conscientious
objectors. Organic farmer and homeopath.
“It is often stated that before condemning as cruel intensive battery
methods of keeping farm livestock, we must ‘wait for scientific
evidence after investigating the feelings of animals in these and
other circumstances’! Is this attitude just a convenient way of
evading the issue or have we really lost our intuitive perceptions
of other creatures?”
16
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R Charles Ford (1876-1964) Devoted to the work of the Society
of Friends and other aspects of public life and industry.
“If we dwell upon the thought of the Unity of all Creation, then
kindness to all living things will know no limit.”

George Fox (1624-1691) Founder of Quakerism.
“He was indignant with an ostler, whom he caught stealing
his horse’s oats. ‘A wicked thieving people to rob a poor dumb
creature of his food, which I had rather they had robbed me’.”
George Fox’s Journal.

J Arthur Gill (1811-1905) Printer, pioneer vegetarian and
Secretary of the Friends Vegetarian Society. Worker for peace from
the time of the Crimean War.
“Food reform is essentially religious. It springs from an extended
realization of the fatherhood of God. We send missionaries to India
and China – we place a stumbling block before these peoples when
we obtrude our flesh-eating customs upon them.”

John W Graham (1859-1932) Principal of Dalton Hall Manchester;
lecturer at Woodbrooke and Swarthmore College, Pennsylvania.
“There lies around the operator’s table a widespread destruction of
souls; the corrupted spirit of the tyrant operator, corrupted by his
cowardly treachery, and the outraged spirits of his trustful
sufferers.” The Moral Question in Vivisection.
17
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James Rendel Harris (1852-1941) Scholar and religious leader.
Appointed first Director of Studies at Woodbrooke in 1903. He
gave up his position at John Hopkins University, Baltimore, on
account of vivisection.
He said in a letter from Cambridge: “The vivisectors are very
strong in our Meeting; this is one of the reasons as I believe, for
our inefficiency. They are very plausible – and very trying.”

Grace Hawkins
“War upon kindred man and this war upon our sub-human
kindred are psychologically inseparable, born of the same selfish
materialism.”

Carl Heath (1869-1950) General Secretary of Friends’ Service
Council; first Chairman of Friends World Committee for
Consultation, 1937.
“The widespread cruelty and bloodshed we inflict all the time on
the hosts of other races that inhabit the world is not a basis on
which we can mentally build up a world at peace.” Religion and
Dictatorship.

Gerald K Hibbert (1872-1957) Headmaster of Ackworth School,
1919-1930. The first Reader in Quakerism at Woodbrooke.
“I feel I cannot purchase problematical health for myself, at the
expense of suffering inflicted on animals.
18
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“I cannot believe it is the Creator’s will that the preservation of
human health should involve the torture of other creatures. As a
sincere believer that God is Love, I hold it as my duty and privilege
to ‘shew a loving consideration for all God’s creatures’.”

Stephen Hobhouse (1881-1961) Quaker peace activist and prison
reformer, Chairman of the Emergency Committee to Aid Aliens
set up by Meeting for Sufferings in 1914.
“As I grow older, I feel increasingly conscious of the friendship of
the animal creation. It may be necessary to our health or survival
to kill, eg an insect or a rat, but I hate to be the instrument for
shortening its brief term of enjoyment of living; and I try to
cultivate an imaginative tenderness for each and all creatures,
especially for domestic ones, like hens or cows, which at best are
condemned by us to a restricted and unnatural existence.”

Drawing: Phoebe Bower

Frederick C Hunt (1868-1961) Registrar of Birth and Deaths in
Bristol. Taught at the Quaker School in Sidcot.
“Because animals are unable to protect themselves from
19
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vivisection, we think they have therefore a greater claim upon us
to protect them.
“Christianity is teaching us to protect and care for the weak, and
to plead for those who cannot speak for themselves.
“The divine qualities of love, kindness, sympathy and pity should
not be sacrificed on any altar. Sacrifice is Christian but it must be
self-sacrifice.” A Statement on Vivisection.

Kathleen Jannaway (1915-2003) Former Vegan Society secretary.
Founded the Movement for Compassionate Living in 1984 with
her husband Jack. The couple also founded Quaker Green Action.
Their family were members of Dorking Meeting.
“We must not be ashamed of our sensitivity and active
imaginations. So many of us have felt that we were odd because
while others could enjoy watching lambs skipping in the field,
running to their mothers for protection at the least alarm, we
experienced in imagination the coming of the slaughter house
lorries and the lambs bleating in vain as they were herded for the
throat cutting.
“All humans in common with all vertebrates, demonstrate to a
greater or lesser degree the ability to sacrifice themselves for their
young. We have to fan the glimmer of that primitive love until it
becomes a consuming fire that will burn away all our weaknesses,
indulgences, hesitancies – our very selves. We can only do this if
we give full rein to the imaginative sensitivity and the compassion
for helpless creatures that are the hallmark of ethical vegetarianism.”
20
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Maurice Knaggs Joined Friends Ambulance Unit in 1916.
“Is it not essential to liberate the butcher, stockman and drover from
their work of death? The entire journey from grazing land to
abattoir is replete with instances of callousness and brutality. The
beautiful fruits of the earth are pleasanter to contemplate than the
ghastly fruits of the slaughter house.” Pamphlet.

Frieda le Pla (1892-1978) Author and campaigner on behalf of
animals despite being deaf and blind from an early age.
“…in the words of Dr Anna Kingsford – ‘That which is morally
wrong can never be scientifically right.’ A moral Creator, a good
God, could not ordain that His human children could only attain
right and good ends by immoral means – and methods involving
cruelty to his other children ‘our lesser brethren’ are immoral, for
cruelty is one of the very worst of sins, an evil in itself. It therefore
follows that such a Creator must have provided alternative methods,
humane methods, which do not involve the breaking of moral laws
and thereby outraging all that is noblest in human hearts, the divine
spirit of compassion and chivalry. And this is indeed the case. There
are always alternative methods.” Vivisection – Right or Wrong 1954
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Kathleen Lonsdale (1903-1971) Eminent researcher into
crystallography. Active in peace, women’s rights, prison reform.
Swarthmore lecturer. Created Dame of British Empire 1956.
She is reported to have said: “I don’t mind cutting the head off a
cauliflower but I couldn’t cut the head off a lamb and I will not ask
anyone else to do it for me.”

Frederick B Sainty (1863-1948) Founder of Friends’ Vegetarian
Society in 1902.
“As a Society, we are opposed to war against man; and should not
our testimony also be borne against the war that is constantly
waged against animals?”

Edward G Smith (?1826-1911)
“Vivisection and war are on the same basis, and are essentially the
same thing. The ‘belligerist’ believes that war with all its cruelty is
the way to peace – the pro-vivisectionist believes that vivisection
is the way to health. Both are tragic absurdities. Both are
expressions of materialism.”

Elsie Smith (1890-1983) Lifelong vegetarian and worker for
animals.
“If mankind realized the unity of all life, and also the spiritual laws
which uphold the universe, this awareness would lead him to
22
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discard many habits which he has grown to consider necessary. For
the exploitation of the animal kingdom, whether for food, clothing,
amusement or sport brings its own punishment. The heart and mind
attuned to God’s laws, and inspired with pity and goodwill for all
creatures, can attain inward peace and serenity.”

John Woolman (1720-1772) Early American Quaker whose life
and work has been a great influence on the Society.
“I was early convinced in my mind that true religion consists in an
inward life wherein the heart doth love and reverence God the
Creator and learn to exercise true justice and goodness not only
toward all men but also toward the brute creatures; that as the mind
was moved on an inward principle to love God as an invisible,
incomprehensible being, on the same principle it was moved to love
him in all his manifestations in the visible world; that as by his
breath the flame of life was kindled in all animal and sensitive
creatures, to say we love God as unseen and at the same time
exercise cruelty toward the least creature moving by his life or by
life derived from him, was a contradiction in itself.”

John Woolman (1720-1772)
“When a boy he killed a robin and later ‘was seized with horror, as
having, in a sporting way, killed an innocent creature.’ He was
unwilling that a calf or sheep should be bled to death saying:
‘Where the love of God is verily perfected, a tenderness towards
the creatures made subject to our will is experienced’.” John
Woolman’s journal.
23
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Jon Wynne Tyson (1924- ) Life Member of QCA. Major
contributions in the field of humane education, best know for Food
for a Future and The Extended Circle.
“…It takes no great degree of education to detect the monstrous
and callous absurdity of a society that chooses to over-indulge and
pollute its way into physical an mental ill-health, and then tortures
millions of animals in order to find answers to diseases that could
so often be prevented by a change of habit. Perhaps the twenty-first
century’s symbol of contemporary insanity will be the twitching
tails of a dozen white mice being compelled to inhale tobacco
smoke until they develop the cancers that human beings invite in
preference to the rejection of an addiction no self-respecting mouse
would give skirting room to.” The Extended Circle 1985.

Drawing by Phoebe Bower
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At the bird feeder
We’ve cut the laurel back
to make it less easy
but before that
I watched the rat
climb up through
the bayleaf branches
and tightrope across
the thin rail to where
the birds’ peanuts hang.
One whiskery snout
first pushed out among the foliage
(I by the window put down my book)
then the keen-eyed look took in the task
and the rat made its quickwitted clownish crossing
not without risk but with reward.
Common brown rat, pink-eared and pink-footed,
deft and dedicated to the art of food.
I watched on, complicit, and not without
love for this distant cousin who knows
an opportunity when he sees it
and who can blame him for that?

Fiona Owen QCA member, Holyhead Meeting.
The Green Gate, Cinnamon Press, 2015
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PA RT T W O
Voices and Views
A compilation of further statements from
Quakers and our friends of other faiths and
animal advocate organisations.
“My becoming a vegetarian had seemingly little relationship to my
feminism – or so I thought. Now I understand how and why they are
intimately connected, how being a vegetarian reverberates with
feminist meaning. I discovered that what appeared to me as isolated
concerns about health and ethics were interrelated and illuminated
by feminist insights. This book details these interrelationships and
examines the connections between male dominance and meat eating.
It argues that to talk about eliminating meat is to talk about displacing
one aspect of male control and demonstrates the ways in which
animals’ oppression and women’s oppression are linked together.”
Carol Adams The Sexual Politics of Meat, a feminist-vegetarian
critical theory, Bloomsbury. QCA Newsletter Autumn 2016.

“A true conservationist is a man who knows that the world is not
given by his fathers, but borrowed from his children.”
John James Audubon (1785–1851) Quaker and “…an
ornithologist and painter responsible for creating the largest and
most beautiful illustrated bird book ever.” (British Library). Birds
of America. first published as a series in sections between 1827 and
1838, in Edinburgh and London.
26
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“Animals are incredibly adept social actors: they form intricate
networks of relationships and live by rules of conduct that maintain
social balance, or what we call social homeostasis. Humans should
be proud of their citizenship in the animal kingdom. We’re not the
sole occupants of the moral arena. And there is little evidence that
we should look to animals to understand our violent tendencies.”
Dr Marc Bekoff, ethologist and writer. From Wild Justice and
Moral Intelligence in Animals, Huffington Post, 25 May 2011. QCA
Newsletter Spring 2015.

John James Audubon, Snowy Owl, from Birds of America
27
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Nishiyama Hoen, Procession of Insects, ink and colours on silk, hanging scroll painting. © The
Trustees of the British Museum.The insects are a parody of the pomp of a feudal lord’s
procession: grasshoppers, bees and praying mantises; behind them, grasshoppers; bees at rear.
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“…if for whatever reason I was forced to choose just one animal
issue, it is quite likely I would choose bullfighting, because it really
is an obstacle that impedes the advance of many animal protection
solutions. How can we hope to stop the use of animals for research,
medicine or food if we not only tolerate it for entertainment, but
celebrate it and make the torturers heroes? It is one of the worse
forms of animal abuse, since it is done in public with cheering
crowds, children present, institutional and religious endorsement,
and intellectual and artistic justification.”
Jordi Casamitjana, ethologist and animal protection campaigner.
Jordi advised QCA when participating in anti-bullfighting
campaigns, including writing to the Catalan government. QCA
Newsletter Autumn 2011.

“As well as the tangible benefits, bugs have a lot more to offer.
They are beautiful, inspiring creatures which enable us to connect
with nature and the world around us. They should be treated fairly
and equally to all other life forms as everything has a right to a life,
however big or small it may be.”
Emma Chapman, Buglife The Small Beings that Run our Planet.
QCA Newsletter Autumn 2015.
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The bloodshed (of sport hunting in the 18th century) was the
merest skirmish compared to our culture’s assault on animals today.
More than nine billion defenseless innocents a year, year after year:
Niagaras of blood, Atlantics of blood.”
Gracia Fay Ellwood, Quaker, Are animals Our Neighbors? Editor
of The Peaceable Table and a member of Orange Grove Meeting’s,
Pasadena, ad hoc Animal Kinship committee since 1992.

“We must continually remind ourselves to condemn violent acts,
but never persons. All persons – all beings – are animated by the
Divine Spirit that shares the feelings of all who suffer, whether
they are ‘above’ or ‘below,’ and never ceases to love us all.
Whatever our views, we live from and participate in this limitless
Divine love. It will prevail, for ‘Love never fails.’ ”
Gracia Fay Ellwood, Quaker, Are animals Our Neighbors?

A Greenpeace diver frees a sunfish caught in a Japanese driftnet,
Tasman Sea © Greenpeace/Roger Grace
30

125 Years of Quaker Concern for Animals

“The Quaker concept of bearing witness is one of the guiding
principles of Greenpeace. Nowhere is this more manifest than in
the images we produce.”
Greenpeace. QCA Newsletter, Spring 2015.

If it is right that we should show love and compassion for people,
surely it is right that we should extend our love and compassion to
animals, who can feel fear and experience pain in much the same
way as humans. They may not be able to speak, but we can certainly
see fear in their eyes and demeanour. I feel that being a vegetarian
is a natural progression from being a pacifist and a Quaker.
Vera Haley 1988. Quaker Faith & Practice 25.06.

“If one person is unkind to an animal it is considered to be cruelty,
but where a lot of people are unkind to a lot of animals, especially
in the name of commerce, the cruelty is condoned and, once large
sums of money are at stake, will be defended to the last by
otherwise intelligent people.”
Ruth Harrison OBE (June 1920-June 2000) Animal Machines, 50
years on, Ruth was a Quaker, working with the Friends’ Ambulance
Unit during the war and with displaced persons in post-war
Germany. She served either as a director or council member of the
Conservation Society, Soil Association, Animal Defence Society,
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and Society
for the Protection of Animals, and on the Farm Animal Welfare
Advisory Committee. QCA Newsletter Autumn 2015.
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“The sea is our greatest wilderness. What lies beneath is a world
of enchantment, alive with magical plants and creatures living in
complex territories, societies and cultures with codes of behavior,
playgrounds and nurseries for infants and frameworks of support
for the elderly. Some species feed the ill and grieve for captured or
killed companions. Individuality is recognised through specific
roles being played in communities. Information is passed between
species and generations. Some species possess brain cells known
as spindle neurons associated with empathy and emotional
intelligence. This is what we know. Sea is also a wildness of
mystery, misunderstanding and undiscovered astonishments.”
Ann Johnson, QCA Newsletter, Spring 2016.

Ocean © Ann Johnson QCA Newsletter cover, Spring 2016
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“Amazingly, the government is, in practice, less concerned for
animal welfare in experimentation now compared with the first six
years of regulation under the 1876 Cruelty to Animals Act. Until
1882, the Home Secretary rejected 15% of vivisection applications
on the grounds of excessive pain or low utility. Then, that year, the
vivisectors’ lobby group captured the regulatory process – and the
refusal rate has effectively been 0% ever since. Given that, at the
same time, experiments have risen from about 800 in 1882 to over
4 million per annum now, then clearly the scale of harm inflicted
on animals by research and testing has increased enormously.”
“…the fact remains that mice in particular are subject to some
extremely painful procedures and I suspect are treated with even
less consideration than dogs and monkeys. Most people recognize
that mice suffer pain, so I don’t think the controversy is going to
go away even if primates, cats and dogs were to be spared from
laboratory experiments…
Dr Dan Lyons, CEO the Centre for Animals and Social Justice,
interviewed about his book, The Politics of Animal Experimentation,
Palgrave Macmillan 2013. QCA Newsletter Autumn 2014.

“Vegetarianism and Veganism transcend all other isms. One may
follow whatever religious or political path, abstaining from meat
would be a personal statement by every individual that he or she
abhors cruelty to the animal world.”
Nitin Mehta, author and the founder of The Young Indian
Vegetarians and editor of Ahimsa magazine. Nitin is a patron of
Quaker Concern for Animals.
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“Animal experimentation has been largely immune to public
scrutiny, due to the skillfull way in which it has consistently been
marketed as a ‘necessary evil’. All of that is about to change, thanks
to social media and a new awareness that animal experiments are
not only cruel, but also scientifically completely outdated. We can
expect a tsunami of public opinion to sweep it away sooner, rather
than later.”
Andre Menache, Dr Menache, a patron of Quaker Concern for
Animals, is a veterinarian who advises extensively on animal
welfare matters. He is director of Antidote Europe, based in France,
has been president of Doctors and Lawyers for Responsible
Medicine (UK) and general manager of The Federation of Animal
Protection Societies in Israel.

“Like birds, many fish build nests where they can raise their babies;
others collect little rocks off the sea floor to make hiding places
where they can rest. Catfish and cichlids have been observed gluing
their eggs to leaves and small rocks so that they can carry the
precious cargo to safety.”
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA).
QCA Newsletter Spring 2016.
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“Compassion based upon empathy does not protect only human
beings; it protects all who are able to suffer and who fear death.
And if we, as spiritual seekers, do not protect them, we are not
living up to the standard that the world’s religions have set.”
Norm Phelps (1939-2014) American writer; founding member of
the Society of Ethical and Religious Vegetarians. QCA Newsletter
Autumn 2014.

“As a physician who was invited to testify before the 2011 Institute
of Medicine panel that examined the necessity of chimpanzee
experimentation, I’m elated that chimpanzees, some of whom have
spent decades in research facilities, will no longer be subject to
NIH-funded invasive experimentation. Scarce government research
funding should now be redirected to human-relevant methods
including organ-on-a-chip technology, stem cells, and population
studies.
“As a practical matter, the actions by NIH and the US Fish &
Wildlife Service will relegate the experimental use of our closest
genetic relatives to the historical dust bin, where it belongs.
John Pippin, MD, FACC, Director of Academic Affairs,
Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine, responding to
the announcement in November 2015 that the National Institutes
of Health USA (NIH) would no longer fund biomedical research
on chimpanzees.
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Following a public appeal from the non-profit organisation Physicians Committee for
Responsible Medicine (PCRM), after decades in research facilities, this group of 19 chimpanzees
arrived in May 2016 at the Chimp Haven sanctuary in Louisiana. They can now climb trees
and lounge in grass – some of them for the first time in their lives. Photograph © Chimp Haven.
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It is said that all great movements progress through three stages:
ridicule, discussion, adoption. For the anti-vivisection movement
the stage of ridicule is passing, the stage for discussion has begun.
Will the Religious Society of Friends condemn vivisection before
or after its abolition? Our yearly meeting at present is not a
participant in this unfolding humane drama but a silent spectator
to it… Should a search for unity with the anti-vivisection
movement not be our concern?
Ralph Rowarth 1994, Quaker Faith & Practice 29.04.

“Unlike most humans, physicality is not extracurricular to an orca’s
life. It is the curriculum. To be an orca is to be a body moving
constantly through boundless space, from birth until death. It is to
travel the distance of an ultra-marathon every day… Cetaceans
deserve the arena of an open ocean, not a small pool thousands of
miles from home. An orca’s athleticism starts on day one; as a
newborn, its mother and aunts push it to the surface to take its first
breath. They urge the calf to swim. And swim. And swim. The first
day of an orca’s life is the beginning of a 50 – or maybe even a 100year-long swim.
Eva Saulitis, poet and marine biologist. Orcas Are Amazing
Athletes But Don’t Belong at the Olympics, OnEarth 5 February
2014. QCA Newsletter Spring 2016.
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“It has been scientifically proven that elephants are human in many
respects, particularly emotionally, and are endowed with a
similar strong sense of family, and a sense of death.
“The elephant orphans that we hand-rear and ultimately return to
enjoy a wild life will always remember and love the human family –
the keepers – who replace their lost elephant one in early infancy.
They will remember those specific individuals, and recognise them
for life, and many of our orphans return to share wild-born young
with the keepers based at the Trust’s three Rehabilitation Centres,
steering another batch of ex-nursery youngsters into adulthood and
ultimately a wild existence.”
The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust. Reproduced with kind
permission of Daphne Sheldrake. QCA newsletter Spring 2015.

Orphan Elephant © The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust
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“Young people are the future, and only compassion can heal. To
come into right relationship with each other, with our fellow beings
– and with our paradise planet – our empathy and compassion need
to be actively nurtured and developed. Without these our species
will just become increasingly self-oriented, short-termist, callous
and deathly. Making animal compassion an obligatory subject in
the national curriculum (alongside an allied subject such as
citizenship) would make a hugely positive difference – for both
humans and other animals. We need more animal compassion – for
all our sakes.”
Heidi Stephenson, QCA member, Totness Meeting, Why animal
compassion must be part of the national curriculum. All-Creatures.org

“We do not strike a balance between the desire of slaves for
freedom and the economic interests of slave-owners, or between
the interests of people not to be experimented on and the needs of
medical science. We simply outlaw cruel practices, focusing on the
interests of the victim. So it should be with animal protection laws.”
David Thomas, solicitor and part-time judge who has acted for
UK animal protection organisations and human welfare and rights.
QCA Newsletter Autumn 2014.

“(M)any of the higher animals display abilities which approach, and
even exceed, those of which man is capable...(T)he longer I continue
with this... work the greater my respect for the animal kingdom
becomes. The more one investigates, the more elaborate, more
organised, and the more highly adjusted the sensory powers of these
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animals are found to be. This leads me to an ever-new sense of
wonder and an increasing appreciation of the value and significance,
indeed the ‘worthwhileness,’ of study of the animal kingdom.”
William Homan Thorpe FRS (1902-1986) Animal Nature and
Human Nature (1974). W H Thorpe, Quaker, Swarthmore Lecturer
(1968) and conscientious objector, was Professor of Animal
Ethology at the University of Cambridge and a significant British
zoologist, ethologist and ornithologist. He played a major role in
the development of animal welfare sciences and regulation in
Britain as a member of the Brambell Committee, which developed
his concept of needs into the ‘Five Freedoms’ that have remained
guiding principles of animal welfare.

Forest is true home by Hoàng Thu Phu’o’ng class 2B, Phung Thuong Primary School © Animals
Asia. Art for the bears was an initiative held by Animals Asia at this school in Vietnam. Over
a thousand students portrayed the plight of bears on farms, and how they should be living
their lives in the forest. Animals Asia works to end bear bile farming, rescuing and helping the
bears and inspiring future generations to say no to bear bile. QCA Newsletter, Autumn 2016.
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“A serious debate about our relationship with wild animals and the
natural world is long-overdue. It is predicated on our common
desire to protect and conserve life on Earth and to motivate and
inspire human kind. As part of that debate we must determine
whether the zoo experiment, the public display of exotic animals
to an increasingly urbanised human society, has any further role to
play or whether, in a world that by the end of this century will be
jammed-packed with 11 billion human beings, we can make space
for wildlife in the wild.”
Will Travers OBE, President, Born Free Foundation.
(Commenting on death of Harambe the silverback gorilla, shot to
death in Cincinnati Zoo in 2016).

© Stella, Children Helping Elephants

“The zoo is teaching us to like elephants, but they aren’t teaching
us to understand them. If we don’t understand elephants, we don’t
really know how to help them. Kids learn from what they see. And
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if what we see is that elephants are in zoos, then we learn it’s ok
for elephants to be in a small space being stared at by humans. Kids
are learning that elephants don’t need the wild to exist.”
Stella, age 8. A young schoolgirl named Stella was concerned
about the conditions in which two elephants, Chai and Bamboo,
were living at Seattle’s Woodland Park Zoo. Stella drew pictures
to help raise the plight of the pair. Stella’s mother Lisa Decker set
up a Facebook page. Soon, many more children joined in drawing
pictures to help. Stella’s action led to the founding of Children
Helping Elephants (CHE). QCA Newsletter, Autumn 2016.

All species and the Earth itself have interdependent roles within
Creation. Humankind is not the species, to whom all others are
subservient, but one among many. All parts, all issues, are
inextricably intertwined. Indeed the web of creation could be
described as of three-ply thread: wherever we touch it we affect
justice and peace and the health of all everywhere. So all our
testimonies, all our Quaker work, all our Quaker lives are part of
one process, of striving towards a flourishing, just and peaceful
Creation – the Kingdom of God.
Audrey Urry 1994. Quaker Faith & Practice 25.

“…we now know that reptiles engage in play, once thought the
domain of only a select few ‘advanced’ animals. We have observed
reptiles navigating mazes and using switches to gain food, rivaling
the classical ‘smart’ creatures of the animal kingdom. We have
learnt that for even minimal reasonable care, reptiles require highly
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enriched naturalistic lives and lots of space as their natural home
ranges are typically measured in hundreds of metres to many
kilometres. All this (or rather the absence of it) makes existence in
a diminutive vivarium more like life in prison on death row - the
end result of a whim-fuelled exercise in owning a piece of wildlife.”
Clifford Warwick biologist and medical scientist Exotic Pets: The
Truth Shall Set Them Free. QCA Newsletter Spring 2016.

“Those who have suffered the longest and the most at human hands
are going to be the same animals that awaken our humanity.”
Lyn White, Animals Australia’s Campaign Director and Chief
Investigator. Recognised as one of Australia’s foremost animal
advocates and lobbyists, in 2014 she was appointed a Member
of the Order of Australia for her significant contribution to the
field of animal protection. Animals International is the global arm
of the organisation.

Clementien Pauws-Koenegras with Karuna residents Karuna Society for
animal welfare in Puttaparthi, India. QCA Newsletter, Spring 2015.
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“The great 1772 common law case of the slave James Somerset
against his master Charles Steuart abolished human slavery in
England and sparked a legal conflagration that within decades
consumed human slavery everywhere in the Western world. When
the presiding judge, the great Lord Mansfield, observed that
Charles Steuart was claiming James Somerset as his property,
Somerset’s lawyer, Serjeant “Bull” Davy, replied that “this is as
great a question and perhaps a question of as much consequence
as can come before this or any court of justice.”
“For years the Nonhuman Rights Project has been preparing to
litigate the most far-reaching and important legal question that has
ever been litigated concerning nonhuman animals: whether, and to
what extent, a nonhuman animal has the capacity to possess legal
rights under the common law, and what rights she should have.
“The most powerful ram to breach that wall is the litigating of the
capacity for legal rights of those nonhuman animals who are both
the most cognitively complex (they have extraordinary minds) and
the most cognitively similar to humans. These include the four
species of great apes, dolphins and whales, elephants, and African
Grey parrots. The wrongs we do them by ignoring their just claims
to legal rights are the most terrible. In the long run, the protection
of the fundamental interests of nonhuman animals cannot be
guaranteed without legal rights, any more than can the fundamental
interests of humans.”
Steven M. Wise, President, the Nonhuman Rights Project. The only
civil rights organization in the United States working to achieve
actual legal rights for members of species other than our own.
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Noah’s Ark by Edward Hicks (1780–1849) 1846, oil on canvas. We thank
Philadelphia Museum of Art for permission to reproduce this beautiful painting.
Edward Hicks, American folk painter and Quaker minister, is best known for his
paintings Peaceable Kingdom of which there are 62 surviving versions.
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The Beasts
After the flood, they left the Ark.
(Two by two. Hurrah Hurrah Hurrah)
Noah had saved them. Life was good.
(All together now. Hurrah Hurrah).
Noah had a vision of his sons
(One and two and three. Hurrah Hurrah)
A vision of fur and tusks and skins,
Of rifles, poison, harpoons, gins,
A whiff of battery hens (Hurrah Hurrah),
Draize-tested rabbits, cattle trucks,
(Thousands and thousands. Money for us. Hurrah)
Myxomatosis and abattoirs,
The pheasant shoot, the corrida
(Money and death. Hurrah Hurrah Hurrah).
Noah remembered the forty days
(The Arkful of precious lives. Hurrah Hurrah)
Tiger, panda, bittern, cod,
He knew how dear they were to God
(Who made them all. Hurrah Hurrah Hurrah).
He knelt down so the worms could hear
(No one counts worms. Hurrah Hurrah)
He said, You creatures great and small,
My sons will soon destroy you all.
Scram! But they didn’t scram nearly far
Enough.
(Hurrah
Hurrah)
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PA RT T H R E E
Faith in Action
A small sampling from the many dozens of events, campaigns,
books, poetic texts and art created or organised by Quakers
in recent years in aid of our creature kin.
“All of us are influenced in our thinking by our traditions, our
church, education and the mass media. These forces tend to shape
our beliefs more than we realize. A common belief is that
vivisection is a ‘necessary evil’, and that the pain, suffering,
mutilation and killing of experimental animals can be justified on
the grounds of ‘medical progress’. FACT OR FRAUD How Useful
is Animal Research? QCA booklet by Ralph Rowarth.
“In February 2004, after the publication of FACT OR FRAUD, the
British Medical Journal stated: ‘There is no adequate evidence that
animal research benefits humans’.”
Ralph Rowarth, writer and member of QCA 1990 committee.

“This may be an innovation in this country. We aim to demonstrate
to society that there are followers of all faiths, from all
backgrounds, who feel strongly that our fellow species are due our
compassion and respect and that a united, spiritual voice should be
raised in their defence. We feel that this is long overdue.”
Feargus O’Connor, World Congress of Faiths secretary, Unitarian
minister and QCA committee member, speaking in the address
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at the launch of the Interreligious Fellowship for Animals
and Universal Kinship Fund. The launch of the Fund, to help
the Doctor Hadwen Trust charity in their valuable work within
non-animal medical research, took place in 2006 at the annual
Interfaith Celebration of Animals at Golders Green Unitarian
Church in London. The service was organised under the auspices
of the World Congress of Faiths and Quaker Concern for Animals
co-sponsored the event. (The Fund continues to operate today
under the name of Dr Schweitzer Universal Kinship Fund).

Guided and implemented by Clerk, Marian Hussenbux, QCA
contributed an animal-themed issue for Journeys in the Spirit, the
activities resource for Quaker childrens’ meetings. “The following
opening visualisation was suggested: “…first, you are a happy,
cared-for companion animal of any species… now, you are a
neglected rabbit in a hutch – how do you feel? What is good/bad
about your life? The choice of the rabbit was significant, as they
are creatures familiar to children yet may live lives as impoverished
as a caged laying hen. We wanted to complement the award of the
Compassion in World Farming Good Egg, which had just been
made to Friends’ House earlier in that year, the first religious
establishment in Britain to receive one.
“Questions for the children included: Which wild, domesticated
and captive animals do you know? What do they mean to God?
Do you think their Creator cares less, or more, for different
species? Activities involved games, quizzes and creative work,
helped by materials from RSPCA, PETA and Farm Sanctuary
in the USA. Underpinning texts used were from the Old Testament,
Quaker Faith & Practice, Advices & Queries, John Woolman,
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Anna Sewell and Ruth Harrison.”
Marian Hussenbux Journeys in the Spirit August 2009. Quaker
web site archive; the animal issue is number 30.

In 2011, Committee member Viktoria Nealis alerted QCA to
concern for the welfare of animals living at Clissold Deer Park,
Stoke Newington in London. Viktoria investigated then joined with
friends in forming Clissold Park Animal Concern (CPAC) cooperating with the council, park staff and local park user-group to
improve living conditions for the animals who included goats,
parrots, hens and butterflies in a dome. Over two years there were
improvements in staff training, building structure, heating, aviary
upgrading and enrichment for the birds and greater understanding
of the animals’ needs.
Original concerns had focused on the deer, two of whom had died,
one as a result of vandalism and the second after an attack by a
dog. Improvements were achieved with a large enclosure and
fenced off areas to which the animals could retreat for privacy.
A positive meeting with the new park manager resulted in QCA
inviting parrot companion behaviourist, Greg Glendell, to advise
on the aviary. Greg visited, providing a full report and most of his
recommendations were implemented thanks to the sympathetic
response of park staff in negotiations with Viktoria and her friends.
Our patron, Andre Menache also helped, together with Hackney
Councillors, Hackney Gazette, deer veterinarian Peter Green and
Sgt Sue Wright of the Wildlife Police.
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Between 2009 and 2015, members of QCA joined with the
peaceful campaigning organisation Animal Aid to publically
remember and raise awareness of all non-human animal victims of
warfare. This campaign was symbolised by the purple poppy and,
each November, Friends wore and laid wreaths of purple poppies
at Remembrance Day services and war memorials throughout the
UK. At the end of 2015, rejecting the concept of animal ‘victims’
as ‘heroes’, as re-interpreted by many in the media, Animal Aid
replaced the purple poppy with a badge to commemorate all animal
victims of human exploitation, to be worn all year round.
Remembering the Animal Victims of War is a mixed media art work
produced by Warrington Quaker Children’s Group, led by group
convenor and QCA member Diane Furber. The image, created in
2010, was made into a postcard and circulated widely to help raise
awareness of the forgotten animal victims of war –domestic, farm,
wild, zoo and military animals, as well as those tortured and killed
in testing weapons. The original artwork is at Warrington Meeting.

Remembering the Animal Victims of War, Quaker Children’s Group, Warrington Meeting
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After talking with QCA members to discuss the possibility of a
creative project for the children of Lewes Meeting, the tapestry
Our Peaceable Kingdom came into being. The inspiration for the
project was the painting Peaceable Kingdom by Quaker Edward
Hicks (1780-1849). Thirty-one children participated over the two
years the tapestry was in the making. Leslie Ann Leonard, convenor
of the Children’s Meeting said: “…for the children, this is their
very own Peaceable Kingdom, with all the animals and plants
living in perfect harmony. It will hang in the Lewes Meeting House
after it is suitably framed.”

The children of Lewes Meeting, Our Peaceable Kingdom tapestry (2011-2012)
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“In 1998 my husband Richard Gibb and I volunteered as stewards
at the Quaker Tapestry Exhibition. In 2007, I visited the QT
Roadshow at Worcester Cathedral, where I learned the Publications
Committee welcomed ideas for future Calendar themes. I have a
long-standing concern for animal welfare and, as there are many
lovely animal images to choose from in the Tapestry, ‘Animals’
seemed obvious. Bridget Guest, Tapestry Manager, and the
Publications Committee endorsed my theme for the 2013 calendar,
inviting me to write the text.
“At first it was daunting, as I was experiencing the early signs of
an incurable illness affecting my eyesight and energy levels, but,
inspired by Quaker animal welfarists, I persisted. During the five

Quaker Tapestry © detail from Panel F4, Daniel Wheeler. Detail of one of the 77
Quaker Tapestry © panels of community textile embroidery know as the Quaker
Tapestry made by 4000 people from 15 countries. The exhibition of life, revolutions
and remarkable people can be seen at the Quaker Tapestry Museum, Quaker Meeting
House, Kendal, Cumbria. Further information: www.quaker-tapestry.co.uk
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years the project took, I felt held in the Light by Richard, who had
died unexpectedly in 2002 and was the kindest, most peace-loving
man. I dedicated the Calendar to his memory.
“I chose the ‘Animals’ theme because it distresses me that many
Quakers still lack compassion for ‘other-than-human’ beings. I fail
to understand how we can place such emphasis on not taking up
arms against other humans – yet be silently complicit in
imprisoning, torturing and murdering ‘food’ and ‘experimental’
animals, who pose no threat to us whatsoever. This sits
uncomfortably alongside our Peace Testimony. The Christian
message is, surely, to protect the weak and voiceless. By celebrating
our tradition in animal welfare I hoped to encourage more Quakers
to follow this compassionate path to the Peaceable Kingdom.”
Jill Greenway, QCA member, Sidcot Meeting.

“We remember also all those animals that have been drawn into
our wars – the eight million horses killed in the First World War,
the dogs used as runners between the trenches, and the animals we
continue to test weapons on for our future wars. We ask your
forgiveness Lord for this abuse of your creation.”
Helen Porter, QCA member, Montgomery Meeting. Prayer
composed for a service for the re-dedication of the new War
Memorial Garden in Montgomery, 2014.
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QCA member and painter, Ann Johnson, undertook an 18-month
residency at the aviaries sanctuary at Raystede Animal Welfare in
Ringmer, East Sussex. The project was supported by Raystede staff
– noteably aviaries manager Sarah Gorringe – the Animal
Protection Agency, the UK organisation committed to ceasing the
trade in wildlife for pets, parrot specialist Greg Glendell and
Quaker Concern for Animals.

Barney, an African Grey Raystede resident © Ann Johnson

The project culminated in Little Corella, a portrait of a Raystede
rescue parrot called Ice Cream, being accepted and hung at the
Royal Academy Summer Exhibition 2015.
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“She stands on the edge of the grassy no-man’s land between her
safe cover and the road, ready to run. Our eyes meet and, dog-like
she holds my gaze, perhaps calculating just how dangerous I am.
Time stretches and I speak to her: “Are you watching me, Fox?”
Instead of running at the sound of my voice, she continues to look
directly into my eyes; she seems to be searching the depths of me.
There is a tangible connection and we meet where there is no
distance between us. Something in Fox is stimulating my Inner
Light and it is glowing, warming me. Eventually, once again, she
backs under cover but the warmth remains.”
Liz McDermott, QCA member, Lampeter Meeting. First
published in earthQuaker. QCA Newsletter Spring 2016.

Spring 2016: Sussex East Area Meeting formally recognised Jenny
Korn, a two year-old golden retriever, as an attender at Eastbourne
Meeting. Jenny’s name was entered in Eastbourne’s book of
Members and Attenders, alongside that of her human companion,
Lis. Eastbourne has Meeting Membership of QCA.

Jenny and Lis Korn
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“The greatest problem on earth today is the notion that some lives
matter less than others. We imagine that non-human lives hardly
matter at all. We live as though our difference from other species
entitles us to use them and that they exist for our benefit. This view
is not only inaccurate, it is unethical.
“This new campaign (Go Vegan World) builds on the success of
Go Vegan Ireland in bringing the issues of animal rights and the
imperative for a vegan world to public awareness. It was inspired
by my work with the residents at Eden Farmed Animal Sanctuary
who taught me about the personhood of other animals and the
atrocity we have perpetrated on them by our use of them. It is surely
the greatest tragedy this world has ever witnessed. Everyone needs
to know about it.”
Sandra Higgins QCA member, founder and director of Eden Farmed
Animal Sanctuary Ireland. Campaign director, Go Vegan World,
vegan advertising campaign, launched in June 2016 in Ireland.

Sam and friends now live happily at Eden Farmed Animal Sanctuary in Ireland
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Oystercatcher
Blakeney Point
The officious eye,
the black and white
severity come
off-set by an orange
beak that pokes
and meanly probes
a shifty underworld
up to the hilt.
The inquisitor
drags out a gobbet,
carries it a few steps
to the nearby creek,
rinses mud away
and swallows to assuage
this hungering
after squirmy truth.
Bob Ward Quaker, Alysham Meeting

Image © Bob Ward
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PA RT F O U R
Collective Statements
All by Quaker groups and drawn from Quaker Quotations
on Animals, apart from the conference Non-Violence
– extending the concept to animals

“We clearly rank the practice of hunting and shooting for diversion
with vain sports; and we believe the awakened mind may see that
even the leisure of those whom Providence hath permitted to have
a competence of worldly goods, is but filled up with these
amusements. Therefore, being not only accountable for our
substance, but also for our time, let our leisure be employed in
serving our neighbour, and not in distressing the creatures of God
for our amusement.”
London Yearly Meeting.1795 Minutes. Reprinted in Rules of
Discipline, 1834, p.43 and other nineteenth century editions.

“The proper treatment of animals highly deserves the consideration
of all and every class, rich and poor, young and old. All have it in
their power to be either merciful or cruel; and all will do well to
remember that ‘Blessed are the merciful’. Those of all ages and of
all descriptions, who are obeying the commands of Christ will
doubtless have their reward.”
Cruelty to Animals, The Tract Association of the Society of
Friends, 1847.
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“This Meeting, believing that mercy to the lower animals – which
are to a large extent committed to our charge – is a manifest
Christian duty, and that no physical good can compensate for a
moral evil, would commend the subject of the legalisation of
painful experiments on animals for scientific research to the
prayerful consideration of the Yearly meeting.”
Minute of Bristol and Somerset Monthly Meeting on the subject
of vivisection 1889.

“This Meeting has given its attention to the subject thus brought
before us; but, as there has not been an opportunity for fully
discussing this question in all its bearings, it does not feel in a
position to record a decided judgement on it. Nevertheless, deeply
feeling that mercy and kindness towards the lower animals are a
manifest part of our Christian duty, it is the desire of this Meeting
that Friends will carefully consider and make themselves
acquainted with this question, in order that they may see what may
be their duty with regard to it.”
Minute of London Yearly Meeting 1889.
(In 1990 has the Society yet made itself acquainted with the facts?)

… “Let the law of kindness know no limits. Show a loving
consideration for all God’s creatures.”
Advices and Queries of the Religious Society of Friends 1928.
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Embroidery by Jennifer Gray.
Machine Embroidery, Technique and Design (Batsford)

“Kindness to animals should be explicitly proclaimed as a Christian
duty. Suffering can be caused through callousness and carelessness
based often upon ignorance, and we must testify against such
cruelty wherever we find it.
“In recognising the wonder and mystery of God’s animal kingdom
we increase our reverence for Him. We need to show a humble
acknowledgement of the responsibility for animals with which God
has entrusted us. We need both to wrestle individually with the
implications of this, and to be tolerant of each other’s findings,
seeking unity in spite of differences in interpretation.”
Christian Faith and Practice in the Experience of the Religious
Society of Friends, 1959, para.480.
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“Contemplation of the living world, of its diversity and beauty,
brings to many a unique feeling of nearness to God. Others look at
another side, and are appalled by what seems to them the essential
cruelty and wastefulness of the natural order; they see in it a real
obstacle to a belief in a creator who is also a loving father. But we
now see creation as a process involving numberless converging and
diverging lines of development, still active, but almost
inconceivably slow. This points the way to a new understanding of
the travail, incompleteness, and apparent evil of the world of nature.
Imperfection and misfits, which would be inconceivable in a
completely preformed and determined world, begin to be
comprehensible when seen as incidental steps in a continuing
creative process. God is acting around us even now, albeit in a
manner whose direction and purpose we begin only dimly to
apprehend.”

Christian Faith and Practice in the Experience of the Religious
Society of Friends, 1959, section 146.
“Are you concerned that man’s increasing power over nature should
not be used irresponsibly but with reverence for all life and with a
sense of the splendour of God’s continuing creation?”
Advices and Queries of the Religious Society of Friends, 1964,
Query 19.

“Our stewardship of the world does not allow us to exercise an
absolute right over animals. All animals should be treated as if they
have rights and as if they suffer pain and stress similar to human
experience and suffering and differing only in degree. We have a
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Sanctuary resident © Ann Johnson

duty to consider the consequences of our influence on the
environment and its effects on animals, taking great care to reduce
the harmful effects. Some activities, like killing for sport, are
indefensible and we need to urge those who engage in these
activities to reconsider their position.
“We have been told of basic guidelines for the care of animals on
farms, as pets and in zoos and we urge Friends to study these
guidelines and press for their acceptance in all circumstances of
animal care.
“We have heard of the serious concern of many Friends over the
use of animals in experiments and we recognise the need to limit
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and control these experiments to those which are absolutely
essential for the welfare of animals and people.
“We are aware of the depth of emotion that is raised over the
welfare of animals. We have been reminded of our testimony for
truth, which we need to strive to uphold so that we speak out
against cruelty, but understand fully the care and responsibility
which is exercised by those who work with animals and do so with
true reverence for life.
“We have started a dialogue at our Session which we hope will
continue within the Society and extend beyond it when we have
been led to greater understanding.”
London Yearly Meeting 1981, Minute of the Session on Animal
Welfare.
Note: This was a session arranged at the suggestion of Quaker Concern for Animals, but
Agenda Committee declined to involve the group in their prior consultation. We were
unhappy with the Session and the resulting Minute, but include the Minute in full to
complete the historical record. (QCA Committee 1990).

“We recognise the destructive possibilities of man’s increasing
power over creation and the forces of nature. Let us approach God’s
creation with reverence and humility. Those will lead us to the
exercise of restraint in the use of those powers and to an increased
awareness of our position as part of creation with which we must
live in a partnership. We recognize that such a new spirit will be
costly in its demands on us. This is an extension of Friends’
traditional peace testimony.
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“Are you aware of the exploitation of animals which takes place
and do you try to abstain from activities which involve such
abuse?”
“Does your concern for God’s creatures as part of the whole
creation make you aware of the abuse and misuse of animals in
sport, entertainment, science, the keeping of pets and farming and
of the need to find alternatives wherever this is possible?”
“Do you seek to extend our witness against the use of violence to
your relationship with animals and to pursue the implications of
that in your daily life?”
Fresh Advices and Queries produced by the Woodbrooke
Conference Non-Violence – extending the concept to animals,
September 1984.

“An artificially high pet population inevitably leads to cruelty
through abuse and neglect, and the buying and selling of animals
as property without any other consideration is immoral, as is the
breeding of pets for shows and the distortions involved in the
pedigree animal trade. Also to be condemned is the fashionable
craze for acquiring exotic and rare animals and keeping them in
surroundings greatly different from their natural environment.
“There are millions of homeless and unwanted companion animals
and many others imprisoned in back gardens and yards. We ask
Friends to support legal and welfare measures that may reduce the
problem of homeless animals. We urge them to support education
in animal care as a life skill. We also remind Friends that before
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acquiring a companion animal they should appreciate that they are
responsible for the creature for its entire life-span and plan
accordingly.”
Regarding Animals, statements from the conference: ‘NonViolence – Extending the Concept to Animals’ held at Woodbrooke
College in September 1984. Arranged by Woodbrooke Staff and
Quaker Concern for Animal Welfare and supported by Quaker
Social Responsibility and Education. The group leader for the
Companion Animals group, was writer and campaigner Joan
Court member of Quaker Concern for Animal Welfare.

“In dealing with the natural world we urge that compassion for all
life and stewardship of nature should be the basis of all our actions.
Control by the profit motive can only lead to false values. We must
re-examine our own life-style with regard to the ways in which
these affect the natural world, recognizing that the survival of wild
animals depends upon the preservation of their habitats. Short-term
thinking rather than planning for the future harms both humans and
animals. We hold the world in trust for our children; it is not ours
to use and then destroy. Wild animals are the creatures of God as
we are and have intrinsic value as such.
“We urge Friends to consider the ethics of such activities as visiting
zoos, animal circuses and aquaria, the use of exotic animals as pets
and sports such as angling which involve suffering for wild
animals. Where there is conflict between the interests of wild
animals and humans, do we ensure that all possible avenues are
explored before we resort to killing? We must recognize that
humans have in many cases altered the natural balance so that
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normal controls no longer function and that further intervention is
unavoidable. However, we urge that this should be undertaken only
after deep heart-searching.”
Regarding Animals, statements from the conference: ‘Non-Violence
– Extending the Concept to Animals’, 1984. The group leader for
the Wild Animals group was Rosemary Rodd, member of Quaker
Concern for Animal Welfare.

“We believe that non-violence, which is at the heart of the Quaker
way, cannot logically be limited to the sphere of human
relationships. In the whole of Christian Faith and Practice... there
are only three paragraphs devoted to animals. Paragraph 478 we
would like to see included in the new edition. The life of John
Woolman is a great inspiration to us. Paragraphs 479 and 480 avoid
the real moral issues. We need to face the fact that human life has
become increasingly dependent upon intolerable exploitation of
animals, particularly in the laboratory and the factory farm. This
situation exists because most people acquiesce in the status quo.
When we use the products of the laboratory and the factory farm
we become part of the process; we are responsible but we have the
power as consumers to transform the situation.
“As many Friends have found, when we face facts honestly and
open ourselves to the promptings of the Inner Light, we are led to
make changes in our lives and to speak and act on behalf of our
defenceless fellow creatures. Knowing and taking action can be
both painful and difficult, but many will testify that for them, this
witness is the only way forward along the path of spiritual
development.
66

125 Years of Quaker Concern for Animals

“We welcome the setting up of Quaker Green Concern; we feel
closely linked with ‘Green’ ideals. However we wish to stress the
importance of acting with compassion towards individual suffering
animals, which is sometimes forgotten in an anxiety to preserve
species threatened with extinction.”
Letter to Members of the Book of Discipline Revision
Committee from the Committee of Quaker Concern for Animals,
December 1987.

“One of the worst cases of cruelty to get into the newspapers
happened in England on a Bernard Matthews turkey farm. Two
young men, using poles intended as aids for rounding up the stock,
were secretly filmed playing baseball with live birds. Their lawyer
said they had been influenced by ‘peer pressure.’ He told the court:
‘In this sort of environment the one thing you cannot do is step
outside what everyone else is doing.’
“The risk of certain individuals being led into sadism is always
present where respect for living creatures has been eroded. Despite
the secrecy policy of the majority of factory farms, it now appears
that exposure to this behaviour can lead to brutality being regarded
as normal. Today, therefore, we must face the fact that what was
once seen as an animal tragedy, is in fact one which embraces
human beings as well.”
Quakers and Kindred Animals (QUAKA) QCA website April
2008.
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We do not own the world, and its riches are not ours to dispose of at
will. Show a loving consideration for all creatures, and seek to
maintain the beauty and variety of the world. Work to ensure that
our increasing power over nature is used responsibly, with reverence
for life. Rejoice in the splendour of God’s continuing creation.
Advices & Queries 42. Quaker Faith & Practice 1.02 42.

© Australia for Dolphins, QCA Newsletter, Spring 2016
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In Memoriam Jaydee
in the running shadows of cloud
the spring-back of trodden grass
the snuffle of wind through the thicket
the pricked ears of flowering gorse
the crooks of rising fern
and the bronze flanks of hill bracken,
forest mists, sphagnum’s star-suck,
wind’s attempts to finger-print a lake,
the brush of blown down
and the tease of forget-me-nots.
Chris Kinsey May 2006. First commissioned by Pont Books for
the anthology Poems of Love and Longing. Also published in
Chris’s poetry collection Cure For a Crooked Smile, Ragged Raven
Press, 2009. Under the title Prompts in both books. QCA website.
Chris writes: “Jaydee was our first rescue greyhound and a
beautiful gentle fawn girl. We let our 14 year old lurcher, Jim,
choose her and it was eyes
across the kennel yard and
love at first sight between
them. Straightaway our vet
diagnosed her with a severe
heart murmur and horrified
me by asking if we wanted
to send her back. Instead,
Jaydee © Chris Kinsey
Jaydee gave Jim a new
lease of life and he seemed to prevent her going from heart murmur
to heart failure until he died aged nearly 17.”
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Tigers?
We English don’t have them.
Except in cages. But if Tigers
were gone we would have to
take on their shadowy habitats
and do their raging for them.
Don’t extinguish the Tiger.
God-If-There-Was-One
would be dimmed still further
grieving the loss of this best
articulation of his Wildness.
© Paul Matthews
Paul is the author of Words in Place (Hawthorn Press) which includes chapters about
writing in response to animals.
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Collage © Ann Johnson. QCA Newsletter cover, Autumn 2016.

“The gentle hare, apart from its use and abuse in coursing,
has now become an endangered species in Ireland…”
John Fitzgerald, Bad Hare Days.

