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Barry describes himself as a Canadian artist/writer/naturalist, who has devoted his life and 
career to the study of natural history, and the protection of birds and other wildlife. 

He has maintained a thirty plus year relationship with the Animal Protection Institute, which 
became Born Free USA, doing animal protection work. He is also a founding director 
of Zoocheck-Canada and very many other wildlife societies in Canada. 

We are grateful for Barry’s permission to use the image. Please see his website, for more 
information on his wide variety of work: 
http://barrykentmackay.ca/
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HOW TO JOIN QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS 

Please send your cheque for £12 or £7 (usual concessions) for 2014 to Joan How, 
Membership Secretary, at the address below.

Please make cheques payable to Quaker Concern for Animals. Please don’t send cash. If 
you wish to pay by Standing Order, please ask for details.

It would help us if you would say how you first came to hear about Quaker Concern for Animals.

Requests for emergency funding, occasioned either by man-made or natural disasters, reach 
us more and more frequently. If you are able to support us with an extra donation, we can 
help more animals in distress.

Evil, when we are in its power, is not felt as evil, but as a necessity, or even a duty.

~ Simone Weil

“People need wild places… To be surrounded by a singing, mating, howling commotion 
of other species, all of which love their lives as much as we do ours, and none of which 
could possibly care less about us in our place. It reminds us that our plans are small and 
somewhat absurd. It reminds us why, in those cases in which our plans might influence 
many future generations, we ought to choose carefully.”

~ Barbara Kingsolver, writer
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QUAKER NEWS

THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP:  Quakers and the Creation
The course at Woodbrooke in August 2013 – attended by two men and eleven women 
-  was set up at the suggestion of the QCA and tutored by Stuart Masters.  Pre-reading 
was mainly articles from The Friend.
The format was talk, followed by questions and answers; breaking into groups of four for 
discussion, with reports back, comments by the tutor, and general discussion.
The course was written in the context of the Christian religion, which made it a little 
difficult for atheists like me and another course attender.
The thesis presented was that early Quakers were in a right relationship with Nature 
and with God.  They wrote, spoke and acted with the passion of their beliefs, and prayed 
ecstatically, neither of which was usual within the wider society.  Some, like Nayler, 
also dressed strangely, insofar as his clothes were not dyed because the dye was made 
using animals.  All these differences made him and Quakers generally appear odd, and 
on occasion rather unhinged.  To add to this strangeness, they spoke of the equality of 
all living things – also largely the views of the Ranters, Diggers/Levellers.  Each of these 
attributes, particularly equality, not only caused animosity towards Quakers but also fear, 
particularly, by those in power; power can express itself by oppression towards those who 
have none – poor humans and animals - those who are different in other ways, and those 
who speak against oppression.
One might see similarities here with the early Christians.  Once the Emperor Constantine 
accepted Christianity, it became part of the established economic and social structure; a part 
of the power structure of Rome, and consequent changes resulted in those early Christians. 
This, the course tutor suggested, is how, in part, Quakers changed.  Quakers were in the 
forefront of the industrial and commercial innovations of their time – merchant bankers, 
manufacturers, ironmasters.  Barclay, one-time Governor of East Jersey in America, wrote 
that to possess wealth was not a sin, if gained legally.  He also pointed out that the manner 
in which Quakers prayed, their ecstasy as they did so, caused wariness in non-Quakers.  
Also the idea of God in every person would mean all people should be treated equally 
and was a touch too egalitarian.  To be more “mainstream” would make Quakerism, and 
Quakers, more acceptable to the majority.  
The Ranters, Diggers/Levellers of that period were pantheistic – they saw God in all living 
things.  They planted vegetables on the common land, some of which had been taken from 
people, and gave vegetables to those who needed them.  Many Quakers at that time had 
gone on to become also Ranters, Diggers/Levellers.  The attitudes of Barclay and others 
began to change early Quaker attitudes. This in turn brought in new members who saw 
the Quakers now as more “respectable”.
Such changes were also influenced by the increasing expansion in trade, commerce and 
industry, which in turn, affected economic and social change.  It was a time of turmoil.
Stuart Masters and others suggest that the present time is similarly tumultuous. Societal 
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tectonic plates are moving and pushing against one another.  Could there be a revival of 
the ideas and actions of early Quakers of the early Quakers?
The course was very thought-provoking, and all who attended enjoyed it.  One attender 
said she intended to set up a blog about horses – how they were (mis)treated.  Another 
wanted to try to change people’s attitudes to the wild boars which roamed the Forest of 
Dean where he lived.
However, about half the people on the course were non-vegetarians.  Perhaps a showing 
of the film made inside a slaughterhouse, courtesy of Viva!, might be shown to illustrate the 
other side of meat-eating, recalling Paul McCartney’s comment, “If slaughterhouses had 
glass walls, every-one would be vegetarians!”
~ Edna Mathieson. QCA committee member.

Save the Harlan Beagles (SHB)
Julie Hinman of Worthing Meeting reports:
‘I went to Cambridge on Saturday 21st September, joining some 150 others on the march.
Harlan Interfauna, where they breed and test beagles, is nearby at Wyton.
Leaflets were distributed asking people to persuade their MPs to sign EDM 263 which calls 
for a proper scientific public debate about the efficiency of animal testing - an initiative 
formed from a cross party parliamentary group For Life on Earth www.forlifeonearth.org 
with which SHB has formed an alliance.
The procession was headed by people dressed in clinical white coats and masks and some 
in full size beagles suits.  Beagles and other dogs were there in force and looked lovely 
sniffing happily around, when we know what their fate could have been. One was a 4 
months old pup and as so young, had to be carried.  In the laboratory, this pup would 
already be used. Beagles are chosen for testing because of their docile character  - they 
will not bite however cruelly treated -  and their strong hearts, so that they live longer 
throughout the procedures.
It was a quiet march –just the noise of one drum with a narration about Harlan by 
megaphone.   Once in Cambridge centre, talks were given by one of the wonderful 
organisers, and also by the knowledgeable and eloquent advocate for animals, Andre 
Menache – a patron of QCA. 
Please write to your MP to support EDM 263 tabled by Paul Flynn MP.  Visit SHB website 
for more information at: www.savetheharlanbeagles.com’
Tricia Lessells, a member of ASWA, CCA, the Christian Vegetarian Association UK and 
now of QCA, reports on her stall at the Have a Heart for the Animals event in Derby in August.
‘A lot of literature was taken and we had some great conversations. It was a great venue, 
a beautiful church right in the centre of Derby. 
I would like to make the stall interfaith eventually. Right above us, over the arch, was the 
text Let Everything that hath breath praise the Lord.
~ Thanks, Tricia, for giving QCA an opportunity to promote our work.
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REMEMBRANCE OF ANIMALS IN WAR
QCA members and friends sold Animal Aid purple poppies and laid wreaths at some seven 
services over the country on November 10 2013. This is the 5th. year of our involvement 
and the popularity of the poppies is increasing year by year.
There are as usual full reports and pictures on our web site. If you are new to the 
campaign and would like more information on how to take part, please contact Animal 
Aid at www.animalaid.co.uk and/or our member Ann Johnson, Sussex East Area Meeting 
correspondent for QCA at:    ann.john377@btinternet.com  

CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE FUR TRADE (CAFT)
Thom Bonneville writes:
On November 30, Judith Wilkings, Edna Mathieson and I represented QCA on the 
CAFT protest, starting at Harvey Nichols, then on to Burberry, Harrods and Gucci.
Although the breeding and the killing of animals for their fur has now been illegal in the UK 
for over a decade, there are still hundreds of shops in London which continue to sell fur 
imported from countries where these practices are still carried out.
www.caft.org.uk 

To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive means pardoning the unpardonable. Faith 
means believing the unbelievable. Hope means hoping when everything seems hopeless.
~  G. K. Chesterton 

On 2nd December 2013, our patron Nitin Mehta, founder of The Young Indian 
Vegetarians, gave a talk on vegetarianism to the Barts and London School of Medicine 
and Dentistry and the London (affiliated to Queen Mary's University) Vegetarian and 
Vegan Society.
The students received the talk with enthusiasm and intend to organize more events to 
spread the vegetarian message. 

No legs
Caterpillar crawling round
Hiding, making not a sound

Discovered only by black spots
Recognised by gardening buffs
Do I have enough Pak Choy

to share
~ Wilma Davidson, Member of Canberra Regional Meeting.
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QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS  QUAKERS AND BUSINESS GROUP
A joint project

January 2014
QUAKER FOOD CHOICE

The early Roman philosopher, Ovid, wrote that as human and non-human life is so 
intertwined, to kill a non-human animal is like killing a human one.  The Beatle, Paul 
McCartney, said that if the walls of slaughterhouses were made of glass, we’d all be 
vegetarians.  But, of course, the choice is yours and mine.  No-one could, or should, be 
told to be a vegetarian or vegan: it’s our choice.   There are videos (such as on YouTube) 
of undercover film shot in slaughterhouses which could help if we wished to make an 
informed choice: again, that’s up to us.
Friends House, in London, give us a choice of milk – either from plants or from animals.  
Such items as beakers are biodegradable, and the food is Fairtrade.  Very little choice there 
though, but we don’t seem to mind because we know it helps others – and we probably 
buy Fairtrade goods ourselves for the same reason.
What we are suggesting is that:

•	 in all Quaker facilities there is always a vegetarian and/or vegan choice of dish 
each day;    

•	 the source of any food offered contains ingredients which cause the least hurt to 
animals and people, for example, always truly free range eggs;   

•	 animals killed for our preferences (not need or benefit) have been killed in an 
abattoir that has continual Closed Circuit Television.  These suggestions and 
similar ones are no more than a step on from those which Friends House, and 
many of us, do already.  

By the same token, business people who are Quakers may also consider the possibility of 
using these ideas and others in their places of work … they own a restaurant or manage a 
works canteen, perhaps.  Or they manufacture food, and therefore might carefully choose 
the suppliers of raw material, and the source/s of those materials.
Quakers are asked not to take part in the making of munitions, or gambling, or drug or 
alcohol manufacture including tobacco products.  What we suggest is that this be extended 
to include animals used as “products” or as “by-products “, unless very strict conditions 
are observed always.
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Some may say, quite rightly, that in some instances food considered in this way may 
increase its price.  It might, but any new product, or new production method, will tend 
to be initially “pricey”.  It certainly was so with free-range eggs until most people bought 
them; and the increase in demand brought down the price – as we know it usually does.
Quakers, or the Religious Society of Friends, have their discipline rooted in Christianity.  
Those so minded might consider Andrew Linzey’s ideas from his Animal Theology,   … “we 
need a theocentric view of creation”.  God is love and God created all things.  Therefore, 
all things are imbued with his love.  All things are connected in this way, as well as being 
so scientifically.  Further, if God’s Spirit moves through all creation, then his Spirit is in 
all things, not simply humans.  Finally, theologically speaking, the language of rights is no 
novelty.  To grant human rights is to accept that they may be wronged; to grant animal 
rights is to accept that they also may be wronged….
Whether we do take this “one step on” – one step further – is our choice.
Edna Mathieson – QCA

Comments of Committee, Quaker Concern for Animals:
Quaker Concern for Animals welcomes the opportunity to work with Quakers & Business on 
this ‘ethical sourcing of food’ project, particularly insofar as this impacts upon the raising and 
slaughter of animals for meat, which is a major concern for our membership.
We wholeheartedly endorse our committee member Edna Mathieson's paper on Quaker 
Food Choice, and wish that our work together with Q&B will benefit animals, for whom we 
all have responsibility.
Elizabeth Redfern, Co-Clerk, Quakers and Business Group

Q&B studies a wide range of aspects of business life, including how business and workplace 
practices impact all living creatures, both people and animals. In recent years we have been 
looking more closely at animal welfare and its impact within the farming and food production 
industries. 
We were delighted to be approached by Edna with her Quaker Food Choice project, and 
we immediately saw its fit with our wider work, including our 10th annual conference on 5th 
November 2014, at Friends House, London, the subject of which will be ‘Food’.

For more information on this project please contact either:
Quaker Concern for Animals, edna.mathieson1@btinternet.com,
quaker-animals.org.uk
Quakers and Business Group, elizabeth.redfern@redmantle.net, qandb.org
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Animals at The Retreat
During much of its history, patients at The Retreat, our Quaker psychiatric hospital in 
York, have had opportunities for contact with animals.
In the very early days, when The Retreat had its own farm, contact with animals was 
likely. Whether pigs, cows or other farm animals, anyone walking in the grounds would 
probably have come across some of these animals. In his Description of The Retreat (1813) 
Samuel Tuke records that he heard a patient, who, ‘previous to his indisposition, had been 
a considerable grazier, give very sensible directions for the treatment of a diseased cow’. 
Each ward also had an outside courtyard and in the early years these were furnished ‘with 
a number of animals; such as rabbits, sea-gulls, hawks and poultry’ (ibid). Even at that early 
date, there was a belief that the animals were not just for ‘innocent pleasure’, but ‘that the 
intercourse with them sometimes tends to awaken the social and benevolent feelings’ (ibid).
Opened in 1796, The Retreat was founded more as a home-from-home rather than a 
medical institution. People were treated with respect and dignity, with staff living alongside 
patients, all of whom would have been Quakers. Given the family atmosphere that prevailed 
in the early years, and that health and safety as we know it today didn’t exist, domestic pets 
were quite likely. There is certainly evidence that over the years staff living on site have 
kept pets. A painting dating from 1900 shows three dogs prominently in the foreground, 
suggesting that they were very much part of the Retreat community. Even in my time here 
I have heard stories of a patient trying to keep a pet hedgehog and pigeons in her room! 
The Retreat has always tried to hold on to its Quaker values, and although at times these have 
been stronger than others, the concern for an individual’s spiritual wellbeing is still felt to be 
very important. And as a Quaker institution, people won’t be surprised to hear that we have a 
very broad organisational understanding of spirituality: ‘what uplifts us, what connects us, what 
makes us whole.’ At The Retreat today, we are clear that for some people it is through contact 
with animals that they feel uplifted and connected and can feel spiritually nurtured. 
In the last two years we have seen significant developments in this area, starting with 
regular visits from a registered PAT (Pets as Therapy) dog. We now have three PAT dogs 
and people have responded very positively and made it clear that they really value this 
contact. A Pets’ Corner followed, and today this houses several guinea pigs, hamsters 
and a rabbit. These are cared for by patients, staff and volunteers. One patient writes, 
‘Working at Pets’ corner has really helped with my recovery. I hate animal cruelty, and 
even though I only clean them on a Sunday it makes me happy that they are well looked 
after and gives me a sense of pride. When I come back to the Unit I’ve always got a big 
smile on my face and feel much calmer and more relaxed’.
The latest animals to arrive have been regular visitors from a local animal sanctuary, called 
Nuzzlets . Once a month people flock to our main hall where there is likely to be a goat, 
chicken, rabbits, and sometimes ducks and sheep. The animals are sometimes taken onto 
the units (wards) to visit patients who can’t get to the hall.  So that’s how it is occasionally 
possible to see two sheep on leads walking along the corridors of The Retreat!

Tuke, S (1813) A Description of The Retreat. Reprinted by Process Press: London 1996
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A field let out to a local farmer is home to half a dozen horses, whose presence is very 
much appreciated. People sometimes make a point of going to visit the horses, in the 
hope that they are near enough to the fence for a friendly chat. Some patients are also 
encouraged to visit a local stables where further contact with horses is possible.
As well as the domestic or farm animals, we have a fantastic variety of wild animals 
in the grounds. Until recently there were lots of rabbits, but the arrival of a resident 
fox has significantly reduced their numbers. The fox clearly lives in or very near our 
grounds, and is regularly spotted. We have birds and squirrels in abundance, and 2012 
saw the introduction of hedgehogs from a local animal sanctuary. About a dozen were 
introduced and we very much hope that they are flourishing in our secluded and relatively 
safe environment. While there is little direct contact with these wild animals, they are a 
constant source of interest and inspire people to come out with their cameras and try to 
catch fleeting shots of the animals.
So while there is little evidence of any formal therapy involving animals, there is clearly 
plenty of anecdotal evidence of the therapeutic value of contact with animals at The 
Retreat. Long may that continue!
~ Bronwen Gray (Resident Quaker)

QCA Note:
We are very much in agreement with The Retreat’s thinking that a respectful association and 
friendship with our fellow beings is healthy and of mutual benefit.
We are glad that residents are happy to visit them at the sanctuary, as we have some reservations 
about the bringing of farmed animals into an environment alien to them.
A concern for, and interest in, the wild creatures living in the grounds must be valuable and 
enjoyable. It is our interconnection with wild animals, and not our breeding of farmed animals, 
which is spiritually beneficial; as is our altruistic and compassionate motivation to engage with 
other animals in a way which respects their feelings and ways of life. 

THE LEWES HORSE MOUND
This intriguing piece of social history, offered to us by Ann Johnson, comes from a 
fascinating book about Lewes Quakers, researched and written by David Hitchin of Lewes 
Meeting (1). 
The Lewes Horse Mound was built around the late 1800s/early1900s by Mary Hannah 
Rickman, a member of a large and influential Lewes Quaker family. 
"As an old lady one of her chief concerns was to rescue horses which had been ill-treated, or which 
were too old to work. They grazed in the fields surrounding the Grey House, and eventually, over 
the grave of her favourite horse, Charlie, she raised a large mound with a concrete centre and a 
winding path up to a seat at the top. It is strange that a Quaker horse should be so honoured when 
Quaker humans were commemorated only by small uniform grave-stones." (2) 

www.nuzzlets.org.uk . Nuzzlets is a charity (charity 1118698)., based near Great Ouseburn, York, with DEFRA 
accreditation and certified through the Countryside Educational Visits Accreditation Scheme. They have won 
government approval as a “countryside classroom”.
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The memorial would surely have been visible for miles around. Perhaps Mary Hannah also 
wished it to serve as a prominent visual statement about the treatment of animals! 
Apparently, this notice was set up outside The Grey House on Malling Hill where Mary 
Hannah lived.

Uphill — whip me not. 
Downhill — hurry me not. 
On level road — spare me not. 
Loose in stable — forget me not. 
Of hay and corn — rob me not. 
Of clean water — stint me not. 
With sponge and brush — neglect me not. 

Of soft dry bed — deprive me not. 
Tired or hot — leave me not. 
Sick or cold — chill me not. 
With bits and reins — oh, jerk me not. 
When you’re angry — strike me not. 

Alas, Charlie’s memorial is no more. It was demolished over 50 years ago to make way for 
a housing development.
Charlie’s burial mound. Drawing by C Walter Hodges. FromThe Old Contemporaries by 
EV Lucas, Methuen 1935
(1) Quakers in Lewes by David Hitchin. ISBN 978-1-4461-4488
(2) The Old Contemporaries by EV Lucas, Methuen 1935
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Ploughing
The farmer tells us old Punch
Is due for retirement now, and that 
He’ll spend the rest of his happy days
Grazing contentedly in peaceful pastures.

For the last time, this huge chestnut horse
Wears trace-bar and swingle-tree,
Cheek-piece and fore-wale,
Nose-band and loin-strap.

Brightly-polished brasses
Shaped like the moon and stars
Tinkle as Punch moves,
Protecting him from the evil eye.

Heavy hooves plod through the mud,
The plough rattles behind;
Deep straight furrows appear
In the rich, damp brown earth.

The farmer calls ‘Hey, Punch, hup!’
It’s nearly time to go homeward,
Where the knacker’s van awaits
Parked outside the farmyard.

~ Joan Condon. Previously published in a magazine.

INTERFAITH

INTERFAITH CELEBRATION OF ANIMALS
The 10th Interfaith Celebration of Animals Service, held at the beautiful Unitarian Church in 
Golders Green, took place on Saturday 5th October, the day after the Feast of St. Francis 
of Assisi.   It was a heartwarming and uplifting service.   Interspersed with Minister Feargus 
O’Connor’s words of welcome, and candle-lighting for the world’s animals - with special 
candles for elephants and badgers -  together with hymns, prayers, and readings from the 
various faiths, we listened to inspiring talks by two speakers from the RSPCA.  

Barbara Gardner, author of The Compassionate Animal and RSPCA trustee, told us that 
part of our human evolution is the necessity to develop and grow to a higher level of 
consciousness, in other words to aspire to God realisation.  She talked about empathy, the 
capacity to recognise and share the feelings of others and compassion, the desire to alleviate 
suffering.  She told us that the common theme of all the world’s religions is ahimsa, non-
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violence towards all living beings, and she mentioned individual teachers of the past, such as 
Pythagoras, who refused to countenance any form of killing and was vegetarian.
In the Christian Church, the early Saints and religious teachers, such as St. Francis and the 
Benedictines. all advocated living in peace with the animals and non-meat-eating.  Barbara 
stressed that we should follow the Golden Rule, which simply states that we should treat 
all other life-forms as we would wish to be treated ourselves.

Gavin Grant, CEO of the RSPCA, said that he was proud to celebrate the diversity of 
creatures with whom we have the privilege of sharing the planet.
He told us about the founding of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in 1824, in 
a coffee house in London, ironically named ‘Old Slaughter’.  The Society underwent many 
difficulties and trials in its early years, but was enthusiastically supported by the young 
princess Victoria, and in 1840 when she was queen she gave it her royal patronage, and it 
became the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the RSPCA.
It is well-known that those who abuse animals may also abuse children, and vice versa.  
Consequently, in 1880 the RSPCA helped to establish the NSPCC, and indeed they shared 
offices during the early years.
The original founders of the Society understood something very profound.  They 
recognised the divine in all beings, and believed that God had placed a special responsibility 
upon us to care for the animals.  They realised that if you hurt even the smallest creature, 
you damage yourself.  
Since his appointment as CEO of the Society some twenty months ago, Gavin has worked 
hard to restore to the RSPCA its commitment to those early principles.
~ Sonia Waddell, Reading Local Meeting.

THE GREAT TRICK
HOW THE RSPCA WAS DELIBERATELY NEUTERED 

BY THE FOXHUNTERS
Richard. D. Ryder

It has been one of the most successful political tricks in history: the transformation of the 
RSPCA from a political campaigning lobby throughout the nineteenth century into an often 
toothless dogs and cats euthanasia organisation from 1932 onwards.
This transformation not only neutered the RSPCA, it has held up the whole progress of 
animal welfare as a serious political subject for decades.  The RSPCA, regarded as the 
leading animal welfare body internationally, had been looked up to and revered by other 
organisations throughout the world.  Governments, as well as activists, have taken their 
cue from Britain in this field.  So the castration of the RSPCA in 1932, and its intermittent 
political incompetence and inactivity for much of the ensuing 80 years, has acted as a brake 
on reforms around the globe.
How did all this happen?  Who were the political conspirators who successfully neutered 
the RSPCA as a political body?
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The RSPCA as pressure group 1824 - 1905
The Society was formed in 1824 by a collection of political and Christian reformers, among 
them half a dozen MPs, including William Wilberforce, Richard Martin and Thomas Fowell 
Buxton.  All were anti-slavers, who already had been involved in a range of other human 
reforms.  These compassionate politicians were acting upon the concerns for animals 
expressed in the previous century by thinkers such as Jeremy Bentham, Dr. Samuel 
Johnson and the Quaker John Woolman. They proceeded to set up two committees, 
one to deal with public opinion and to campaign for animal welfare legislation, the other 
to provide inspection and enforcement. Thanks largely to the passionate and political 
support of Queen Victoria throughout her long reign, the RSPCA played a powerful and 
enlightening role in the nineteenth century reforms such as those concerning bear-baiting, 
cock-fighting, bull-baiting, droving, horse driving, vivisection, captive pigeon shooting and 
slaughter.  In the 1870’s the RSPCA became the first international animal welfare body. 
From 1860 until his retirement in 1905, the RSPCA employed the dynamic John Colam as 
its Chief Secretary, but there is evidence that there was, already, during the latter years of 
his office, a growing conservative influence within the RSPCA’s upper echelons which was 
beginning to restrain him.  

The Foxhunters’ Plot
The downside of the support of the Royal Family was that the Society had begun to 
attract to its governing Council growing numbers of sycophants and social climbers who 
did not feel inclined to attack the cruel pastimes of the upper classes.  Nevertheless the 
ordinary members of the Society had become quite radical by this time and, at its AGMs in 
1906, 1907 and 1908, the Society passed several resolutions attacking bloodsports.  These 
developments appear to have alarmed the pro-hunters on the RSPCA’s Council to such an 
extent that they set about trying to undermine the whole political nature of the Society’s 
work.  Very cleverly they decided to do this by altering its constitution by adding to its 
nationally minded governing Council sixteen branch or regional representatives from the 
shires.  The RSPCA had relatively few Branches prior to this time, but the pro-hunters 
now set about encouraging independent animal rescue charities to become affiliated to the 
Society as Branches.  In Edwardian England such parochial people were hardly likely to be 
radical reformers, furthermore they were going to be appointed (or “locally elected” as it 
was euphemistically called) rather than genuinely elected by the RSPCA’s full membership.  
In addition, it was proposed to have ten co-opted members on the new Council.  It was a 
stitch-up by the fox-hunters!
Just for the record, the ringleaders of the successful pro-hunting clique on the RSPCA 
Council who were responsible for these changes were its chairman Sir Arthur Guillam 
Scott, the Reverend Montague Fowler, H.W. Finnie, Major-General Lord Cheylesmore 
and Sir Edward Ward (who later became chairman).  After the upheaval of the First World 
War the arguments between the pro and anti-hunting factions on the RSPCA Council 
continued throughout the 1920s, and the Masters of Foxhounds Association was drawn 
into secret discussions as to how to prevent the anti-hunters taking over the Society.  
Eventually, after a big row in 1928, the "despotic" pro-hunting Lord Banbury was pushed 
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out of the chair by the reformer Stephen Coleridge and replaced by Sir Robert Gower 
MP.  Gower, however, also proved to be working for the pro-hunting interests and started 
the process of consolidating the Council's new composition into an Act of Parliament, 
apparently assisted by the then Attorney-General and other pro-hunting MPs. Incidentally, 
Gower was sued for assault in 1931 by the anti-hunting Alasdair McGregor, but the RSPCA 
Bill still became law in 1932, thus fixing, almost in concrete, the extraordinarily parochial 
Council configuration that we still suffer from today, where the majority of the Council 
are locally chosen people or with predominantly local interests.

The Sparrow Report 1974
When I joined the RSPCA Council in 1972 it was again convulsed by a huge row between 
its anti-hunting, modernising membership and the pro-hunting clique that dominated its 
Council.  This clique was led by its powerful chairman, the late John Hobhouse, and his MP 
Vice-Chairman.  The Regional Representatives on the Council agreed with everything these 
two men proposed.  Outspoken opponents of bloodsports, like the late Sir Patrick Moore, 
were expelled from the Society.  After an independent enquiry by Charles Sparrow QC, 
which recommended a large number of changes, the first being the removal of Hobhouse 
himself, the Council was halved in size, but NOT changed in its configuration.  For a brief 
time, only three years, the modernisers gained a slender majority and I was elected 
Chairman.  In 1976 I proposed a raft of new animal welfare policies for the Society 
including, for the first time, its formal opposition to all hunting with hounds.  I also 
managed to secure other important reforms at that time including the establishment 
of the Society’s undercover Special Operations Unit, its three scientific departments 
(dealing with wildlife, farm and laboratory animals) and the setting up of Eurogroup 
for Animal Welfare (which is still the main animal welfare political lobby in Brussels).  
Externally, I worked closely with Lord Houghton to achieve new legislation to protect 
farm, wild and laboratory animals.  I wanted to return the RSPCA to its original function 
as an effective political pressure group campaigning for new legislation nationally and 
internationally.  But the pro-hunters’ clever constitution of 1932 eventually got the 
better of me.  All these reforms continued to be opposed passionately by the Regional 
Representatives on the Council at that time and by several senior members of staff who 
remained supporters of the recently departed Hobhouse.
What the hunters wanted was to turn the RSPCA into an inert dogs and cats rescue 
organisation that would be so obsessed by the insoluble problems of unwanted pets 
that it would cease to be a political threat to them.  It also suited British governments 
to have a charity doing this dirty work for them.  In most advanced European States 
the overproduction of pet animals is successfully controlled by governments, who do 
the work themselves or pay charities to do so.  By forcing this work onto the pre-war 
RSPCA, governments managed to pass the buck for the unpopularity generated by mass 
euthanasias.  This continues to this day with pro-hunting politicians arguing, with total 
historical inaccuracy, that the RSPCA should stick to its “original core operations of stray 
dogs and cats”.  Keep out of politics, they say.  They do not seem to realise that the 
RSPCA’s “original core” job was political reform and its enforcement!
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Recent Infiltration by Hunters
In recent years this attempt to politically neuter the RSPCA has continued.  Some 1,500 
members tried to get rid of me and my friends at an Extraordinary General meeting in 1980 
which ended up with me being punched by a titled, pro-bloodsports  MP!  A year later they 
tried to expel me, on spurious grounds, when I called for an investigation into the RSPCA’s 
finances.  More recently, during the 1990s, some 5,000 pro-hunters deliberately infiltrated 
the RSPCA.  Bizarrely, the politically motivated Charity Commission told the RSPCA that 
we had no right to stop this infiltration!  Then the High Court reversed this advice, and we 
managed to get rid of hundreds of the infiltrators, but it was time-consuming and expensive 
work.  At our AGM in Leicester in 1999, some 550 hunting members of the RSPCA turned 
up and dominated the meeting, calling me both a “fascist” and a “communist”!  Most of 
our Regional Representatives on Council still said nothing!  On whose side were they?  A 
culture of timidity seemed to have overtaken again most of the Society’s trustees as well 
as senior staff and officers.
In June 1995 the Countryside Alliance was formed and two pro-hunting peers put pressure 
on the Charity Commission to stop the RSPCA supporting moves to outlaw hunting.  The 
Commission easily caved in.  I was attacked by a pro-hunting journalist as “the leading 
British animal rights intellectual” in a Country Life article which was debated in Parliament. 
The article absurdly portrayed the RSPCA as having been taken over by extremists, while 
flatteringly admitting that we had nevertheless brought animal welfare to “the centre of 
domestic politics.” (Country Life Nov 2 1995.)  
After the Hunting Act was passed in 2004 things quietened down for a year or two.  
Despite high levels of public support, the media, as well as the new Coalition Government, 
seemed to have lost interest in the whole subject of animal welfare. Then, in January 
2012, Gavin Grant took over as Chief Executive of the RSPCA and the fireworks began 
again!  Almost single-handedly he dispelled much of the timidity that had been dragging 
down the Society’s performance for years, and began to take on the big cruelty issues.  
In December 2012 the RSPCA successfully prosecuted the Heythrop Hunt, when a 
former huntsman and master pleaded guilty under the Act.  The media outrage against 
the RSPCA was hyperbolic and Gavin and myself were singled out for attack.  The RSPCA 
for once, however, united behind its new reforming leader. Its new Council, vastly more 
sophisticated than its predecessors, stood firm. The foxhunters’ old political trickery 
of divide and rule, after a hundred years of successful demasculation of the respectable 
animal welfare movement, no longer seemed to be doing its trick.  Yet, to this day, the 
foxhunters’ cunning constitution still hangs heavily around the Society’s neck, tending to 
drag it down into two opposing camps: the locally-minded pet-rescuers on one hand and 
the nationally minded campaigners on the other. Until its constitution is amended the 
Society, and indeed the actual progress of the whole animal welfare movement, remain in 
jeopardy.
~ Dr. Richard Ryder is a past RSPCA Chairman, author, and creator of the philosophical 
terms speciesism and painism.
Revised Edition 27 September 2013
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HOME NEWS
EQUINES
The RSPCA, together with Redwings, World Horse Welfare, The British Horse 
Society, Blue Cross and HorseWorld have collaborated in producing a new report 
Left on the verge – in the grip of a horse crisis in which it is revealed that some 7000 horses 
in England and Wales are at risk of ‘fly grazing’ - being left to graze on private and public 
land without permission – many of the owners being unlicensed breeders. This puts the 
landowner under some obligation, as they have a duty of care towards the horses for at 
least fourteen days.
In 2012, the RSPCA alone took in 760 horses, the vast majority having to be cared for in 
private facilities. The burden is immense.
The Welsh Government has announced plans to introduce legislation to tackle fly grazing 
and pressure is being put on the UK government to do the same.
Since 2009, all horses and ponies born in England and Wales should be microchipped and 
have a valid passport. Many do not, making it virtually impossible to identify their owners. 
You can write to your MPs or Assembly Members in Wales, asking them to enforce 
mandatory identification of horses and amend legislation to make it easier to deal with fly 
grazing.
Please see: www.rspca.org.uk/leftontheverge 
In Dartmoor each autumn, the ponies are rounded up, foals are separated from their 
mothers and are sold at markets in Tavistock and Chagford.
800 foals were sold for a pittance and slaughtered in 2012. This year numbers were around 
600, and those who did not make £10.50 were shot for zoo food. 
Foals of four months old can be slaughtered on their own; if they are younger, and many 
are, they are killed with their mothers. Mares, even if pregnant, are also killed. 
There is no excuse for this slaughter when a managed breeding programme could be put 
in place to allow these beautiful, iconic creatures to live out their lives wild on the moors.
Here is a rescue group which seeks to help the ponies. They write:
We are a non-profit organisation called H.O.P.E (home of ponies and other equines).  
Our aim is to save the iconic wild Dartmoor Hill Ponies we work with from going to 
slaughter and to find them loving forever homes. Our long term aim is working with 
farmers to reduce numbers by removing the stallions from the herd for periods of time 
and also by castration, promoting responsible breeding of these much cherished ponies.
Over the past few of years we have rehomed over 200 ponies into loving homes.  The 
ponies we work with do not even get the chance to go to a market, they have no voice or 
HOPE until we talk for them...
http://www.hope-dartmoor.co.uk/
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The Nightmare World of GM Mice 
In 2011, GM mice were used in 1.5 million scientific ‘procedures’. 
Animal Aid on February 13 2013 published a uniquely revealing report on the disturbing 
subject of the creation of ‘reprogrammed’ rodents, together with a short film containing 
shocking footage of some of the experiments described in the report.
Science Corrupted, researched and written by Animal Aid’s Scientific Consultant Dr Adrian 
Stallwood, draws on mouse researchers’ own papers published in scientific journals. 
Dr Adrian Stallwood MBBS is a specialty doctor in emergency medicine in West Wales and 
a clinical teacher of medical undergraduates at Cardiff University. 
Read Science Corrupted and watch a short film about GM mouse research, including footage 
of the type of experiments being conducted, at:
 www.animalaid.org.uk/GMmice  

QCA INTERVIEWS THE SCOTTISH NATIONALIST MEP ALYN SMITH - 
another in our series of reports on political action for the animals:
~ Is there any specific personal reason for your concern for animals and if so, what is it? 
All the creatures on this planet deserve respect.  Cruel and inhumane practices committed 
by humans against animals belittle us all.  The promotion of animal welfare is just part of 
being a decent human being.
~ What are some particular SNP policies which protect/will protect the interests of animals in 
Scotland and Europe?
There are no specific policies which can be picked out to be indicative of SNP intent on 
animal welfare but it is often easier to see what politicians are really like by looking at 
their actions rather than their words.  I think the SNP has a track record that shows our 
commitment to animal welfare.  Know us by our actions.
~ Which animal welfare campaigns over your time in Europe do you consider to have been most 
significant and successful?
Where to start?  The bans on animal-tested cosmetic products, sow stalls and battery 
cages.  The end to shark-finning; actually, I got to swim with sharks as we campaigned for 
that so that has a special place in my heart.  On the other hand, I’m still trying to make sure 
that European agriculture funds stop getting paid to people raising bulls for blood festivals.  
Something else rises just as soon as we’ve completed a piece of work, so it’s never really 
over and as soon as we close one loophole another yawns massively.  I’m not sure I could 
pick one campaign out and I’m not sure that any one thing stands on its own.  Lots of 
people work towards better animal welfare, I’m just lucky enough to be in a position to 
help a fair bit.
~ What do you see as your future priorities when lobbying EU ministers on animal welfare issues?
The European Parliament now has as much of a say as other institutions in making European 
laws, so it’s now about negotiation rather than lobbying and Member State Governments  - the 
UK representing us, for now - will find us fairly strong negotiators on issues we care about.
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I think we’ve got to be looking again at the food chain and making sure that welfare and 
quality are issues from field to food and doing that without the madness of a food scare 
drowning out the serious issues.  Scottish farmers actually have very high animal welfare 
standards and our food industry from Scottish farm gate to Scottish dinner plate maintains 
some pretty stringent standards – they say it produces a better product, as well as being 
the decent thing to do.  I’d like to see all of Europe get there and I’d like to see us look at 
improving what we have.
There are some issues around domestic animals and their welfare and their breeding that 
have to be examined as well, and some issues around the protection of wild animals.
Nobody knows what comes with the rising sun, though, so perhaps I’ll be surprised by 
what actually becomes the most important issue.
~ With which partners in the EU parliament are you working and whom, MEPs or ministers, do 
you consider to be especially effective in this sphere?
To be honest, I’ll work with anyone who’ll help me get results.  On some issues, like ending 
the subsidies for bullfighting and bringing in the ban on shark-finning, you can get support 
from organisations and individuals across Europe.  Important in ending shark-finning was 
the general support of MEPs – support that we don’t have for the bull-fighting campaign, 
but will keep on fighting for it.
You have to find allies on a case-by-case basis and it’s not always the people that you might 
suspect who pop up in support.  Anyone who hadn’t had contact with Scotland’s farmers, 
for example, might be surprised to find out just how committed they are to improving 
animal welfare for farm animals.  Finding that support in each case can simply be chance, 
but it’s more often the result of good networking and making contacts.  The SNP is part of 
the European Free Alliance which sits in a Parliamentary group with the European Green Party 
which gives us a lot of network contacts, so we can always find expert advice, excellent 
campaigners and support for action.  Truth be told, though, those with expertise in all these 
areas often seek us out and MEPs have a great advantage there just by dint of being MEPs.
What we do in Brussels these days is mainly about negotiation and consensus working, so 
we have to look for points of common interest and advantage.  I’ve been appointed my 
group’s lead negotiator on the review of the EU’s animal health strategy so I’ll be right in 
the middle of those negotiations and I’ll be looking for every little incremental advantage 
to take things forward.  I’m always telling friends and colleagues across Europe about 
Scotland’s great story of high standards of animal welfare, so I know I’ve always got the 
option of boring people into submission with tales of how well we do it in Scotland!  I’ll be 
working closely with Scots right through the redraft of the EU’s animal health legislation.
~ Many QCA members consider the EU to be a force for good in the field of animal welfare.  Do 
you see any evidence that the rights of animals, as opposed to welfare, will feature in future policy?
Well, there’s a lot to think about there. The EU moves slowly in nearly everything, so a sudden 
change is less than likely. Then you have to factor in the case that we’re having to push hard to 
get animal welfare issues up the agenda and that some of the Member States are having to be 
dragged into satisfying the obligations they already have under the current legislation.
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We’re walking towards better treatment of animals but I’m fairly sure that our European 
partners are, in general, not quite ready yet to talk about animal rights.  We do have 
the move towards an animal health strategy, we’ve got advances in welfare standards, 
and we’ve got movement towards better treatment of animals in general, so there are 
advances to be seen.
I think this is a long-term project and we’ll be working on it for a long, long time to come.
A new report estimates EU subsidies for bullfighting in Spain amount to at least €129.6 million, 
mainly through Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) programmes which are supposed to support 
farmers producing food.  Instead they're being used to breed bulls for fighting.
Alyn’s petition, calling for an end to the European money that is subsidising bullfighting, is to be 
presented to the European Commission soon. 
 http://www.alynsmith.eu/ 

OVERSEAS NEWS
2014 - THE CHINESE YEAR OF THE HORSE

A report on the various dangers equines face in our country appears in this issue under 
Home News. Here is an initiative in the United States involving young people.
Robin Warren, from Las Vegas, Nevada, has advocated for wild horses since the age of 
9 when she started her first petition Save the Mustangs, and co-founded a group dedicated 
to raising awareness about the wild horses. 
Robin's petition asked for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) not to use helicopters 
to round up the horses, or close off or pollute watering holes.
The BLM has an exemption to the law that protects mustangs and burros (donkeys). 
Robin, now 12 years old, is the Nevada Youth Delegate of YEA! Youths’ Equine 
Alliance.
While the helicopters were whirling rounding up more horses, Robin Warren was in 
Washington DC with her petition asking for horses and burros to be protected from such 
cruelty. Robin successfully delivered 250,000 signatures to lawmakers, despite being turned 
away by the BLM Advisory board and by officials at the Senate Buildings. She was finally 
allowed to make a statement to the BLM Wild Horse 
& Burro Advisory Board.
Other activities engaged in by the group over 2013 
include rallies and roundups, field trips to check on 
the mustangs at several locations, interviews with 
the media, speaking at conferences, setting up of 
petitions, and the Earth Day celebration in Reno 
with Least Resistance Training Concepts (LRTC) 
Wild Horse Mentors.
Rocky, pictured with his partner Robin, was 
adopted in May from Chilly Pepper Equine Rescue 
& More, an LRTC Project.
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A link to the children's mission to save horses and burros:  www.yeaspage.com 
“Our goal is to save the wild horses and burros from unnecessary cruel roundups and 
to stop equine slaughter by providing an arena to encourage children in their advocacy of 
equines, and to offer recognition of their achievements.”

CHINA
Cara Wilcox, a friend of Joan Court, Life Member of QCA, this year volunteered 
for three months at the Animals Asia bear rescue centre in Sichuan Province, China.
This was her report:
'The majority of the bears at the centre have been rescued from bear bile farms. In Asia, 
bear bile is used in traditional Chinese medicine, despite the availability of many herbal 
or synthetic alternatives. In order to extract the bile from the bears’ gall bladder they 
are kept in small cages, often 'crush cages' where the bear cannot move at all. Bile is 
extracted using various painful, invasive techniques, all of which cause massive infection 
in the bears. The only allowed method involves a surgically created fistula through which 
the bile is frequently extracted. The bears often have restricted access to water and food.

Animals Asia also runs a sanctuary in Vietnam.
Most of the bears are Asiatic Black Bears (Ursus thibetanus), or moon bears, and there are 
also brown bears here too
When the bears arrive at the sanctuary, they undergo extensive veterinary treatment 
to address the numerous health consequences from their time on the bile farms. After 
behavioural assessment they are slowly integrated into naturalistic environments with 
groups of other bears, where they are given different food and enrichment every day, 
specifically selected in order to meet their complex behavioural and veterinary needs. 
Management also considers maintaining optimum weights and activity throughout the 
year. Bears who prefer to live alone are accommodated in dens and enclosures by 
themselves.
Whilst at Animals Asia, I have been involved with helping the bear team staff to enrich 
the bear enclosures, which is done every morning. Whilst the bears are in their dens, 
staff go into the enclosures and hide food; in logs, on climbing frames, in toys with holes 
in, even in their pools! The enrichment and food they are given varies every day and 
the amount depends on the season, to match the natural seasonal cycles of the bears. 
I have also been involved in behavioural research on the bears; taking observations and 
analysing the results. One study looked into methods of reducing aggression between 
certain individuals; another was listening to vocalisations in relation to their behaviour to 
find out why it may be emitted.
Other activities include making up medical shakes for the bears in the mornings, walking 
local dogs, and updating behavioural records for the bears.
Over 150 dedicated primarily local staff work at the centre in various departments, 
including education, PR, security, maintenance and there are vets, bear workers, managers 
and more!



22

Every person here has a vital role to play in ending bear bile farming.'
Animals Asia is an excellent and effective organisation we wholeheartedly recommend.
They are 15 years old this year, but Jill Robinson, the founder, had already been working to free 
bears for 5 years before that.
Good news is that, at the time of writing, some 260 drugstores of 11 chains in China have now 
joined the Animals Asia campaign to stop sales of bear bile.
Please see: www.animalsasia.org

CHINA – AN IMPORTANT ADVANCE
Effective from June 2014, China plans to no longer require that "ordinary" domestically-
manufactured cosmetics such as shampoos and perfumes be tested on animals, the China 
Food Drug Administration announced on November 5, 2013.
Instead of having to submit products to CFDA laboratories for testing, Chinese 
manufacturers will be allowed to submit the product safety data compiled to demonstrate 
the safety of raw ingredients, which may include data from past animal testing. Alternatively, 
the manufacturers may submit the data from non-animal safety testing methods accepted 
by the 28-nation European Union. 
If implemented, the policy change will initially apply only to products made within China, 
but may be extended later to imported products.
Word of the Chinese policy change reached the west on November 8, 2013 via Humane 
Society International. HSI is the global arm of the Humane Society of the U.S. The 
HSI “Be Cruelty-Free China” campaign and the Human Toxicology Project consortium at 
the same time announced an $80,000 grant to the Institute for In Vitro Sciences to train 
Chinese regulators and scientists to do non-animal product safety testing…
HSI run Be Cruelty-Free campaigns globally, with parallel Be Cruelty-Free 
initiatives underway in Australia, Brazil, New Zealand, Russia, South Korea, India, Canada 
and the United States.
The European Union banned animal testing for cosmetics and cosmetic ingredients in 2009, 
followed by introduction of a sales ban on newly animal-tested cosmetics from March 11, 
2013. India banned animal testing of domestically produced cosmetics in June and is now 
considering a sales ban. Israel has also implemented a dual animal testing and sales ban. 
China was among the last major markets for cosmetics and personal care [products] that 
continued to require animal testing by law.
The Leaping Bunny cruelty-free cosmetics certification program, administered in the 
United Kingdom by the British Union Against Vivisection, and in the U.S. by the 
American Anti-Vivisection Society, and a similar certification program managed by 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, have both removed companies in 
recent years because the companies wanted to sell products in China. 
The 1.3 billion Chinese people, nearly 20% of the world’s population, spent $24 billion on 
personal care and cosmetic products in 2012, about 18% of the global total. The Chinese 
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personal care and cosmetic product market is projected to grow to $34 billion by 2015. 
Humane Society International estimate that around 300,000 animals are used in 
cosmetics testing each year in China alone. 

~ Thanks to Humane Society International for permission to reprint this edited 
version of their report. www.hsi.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS

QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

On May 10 2014 at Friends’ House, 173, Euston Road, London.
Speaker: 

Hilary Jones, Ethics Director, Lush Fresh Handmade Cosmetics 
on:  Lush – Campaigning for Animals and the Environment

11th. Interfaith Celebration of Animals
At Golders Green Unitarians, Hoop Lane, Golders Green, London.

On Saturday October 4th. 2014 at 3 pm.
To celebrate St. Francis Day and Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday and to 

mark World Animal Day.
Supported by Quaker Concern for Animals.

We shall welcome speakers who include Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, 
Jewish, Muslim and Sikh faiths.

For more details, please contact the 
Revd. Feargus O’Connor at: ggunirev@aol.com

We are delighted to inform you that the Autumn 2014 issue of our 
newsletter will be guest edited by QCA and Totnes Meeting member Heidi 

Stephenson. Heidi is a very active animal advocate, writer and former 
journalist, who guest-edited the special edition of Resurgence magazine: 

Animals: A New Ethics.  
Submissions for consideration in this issue need to be sent to 

mhussenbux@btinternet.com by the end of July, please.
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