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Greenpeace divers unfurl a ‘Save our Seas’ banner near Apo island.
Photograph: © Steve de Neef/Greenpeace.

“The Quaker concept of bearing witness is one of the guiding principles of
Greenpeace. Nowhere is this more manifest than in the images we produce.”
– Greenpeace
Greenpeace was established by a small group of people composed primarily
of members from the Sierra Club environmental organisation and the
Society of Friends (Quakers).
The Don’t Make A Wave Committee was founded between 1970/71 with
the sole objective of stopping a nuclear weapons test. Motivated by their
vision of a green and peaceful world, the group set sail in an old fishing boat
called the Phyllis Cormack, to US underground nuclear testing at Amchitka
Island, off the West Coast of Alaska, a last refuge for 3000 endangered sea
otters and home to bald eagles, peregrine falcons and other wildlife.
Their mission was to ‘bear witness’, the Quaker tradition of silent protest,
to the nuclear test. These activists, the founders of what was to evolve into
Greenpeace, held the belief that a few individuals could make a difference.
Today Greenpeace works to stop climate change, save the arctic, defend
oceans, protect forests, eliminate toxics and work for peace.The organisation
is currently responding to refugee boats in distress.
Front cover: Ocean, collage by Ann Johnson www.annjohnsonpaintings.net
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COMMENT
MUCH TO CELEBRATE
It is ten years since our last membership survey and, in some ways, little has
changed for animal protection. We still have wild animals in circuses, still no
cctv in poorly inspected slaughter houses and it is still legal to keep primates
as pets. Live export of ‘food’ animals continues, as does the crime of dog
fighting and our animal sanctuaries are full to bursting. We now have exotic
‘pets’ traded on the internet, alongside unwanted dogs ‘free to a good home’
some of whom end up as ‘bait’ for fighting dogs. According to Compassion
in World Farming, intensive mega-dairies threaten to spread across the UK.
Now for the good news. There has been a huge increase in animal
protection and welfare organisations, research into animal behaviour and
sentience gathers pace and, at last, we are meaningfully opening our hearts
and minds to the way other species think and live. Changes once thought
impossible to achieve are now being made – as in the bear bile farming

Embroidery by June de Vries
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industry and dog meat trade in Asia and the rodeo culture in the US and
Canada. Governments the world over are banning the use of wild animals in
circuses: Bolivia, Columbia, Croatia, El Salvador, Israel, Mexico, the Netherlands
and Peru, to name just a few. How heartening it is to be able support the
growing numbers of nationals, in their respective countries, who are forming
themselves into action groups to speak up for animals.
Researching the subject of marine life for this issue I have been overjoyed
to discover the extent of dedication and passion in global sea life research,
rescue and campaigning NGOs, and the brave individuals who work within
them. We go to press with the glad tidings that the Japanese Association of
Zoos and Aquariums has banned its members from acquiring animals
captured during the annual Taiji dolphin hunt.
There is much to celebrate for animals in this Newsletter. It serves to fill
us with hope and to remind us that out of the darkness comes the light.
Ann Johnson, editor
The report on our recent 2015 membership survey is on our website:
http://quaker-animals.co.uk/2016/02/results-of-the-2015-qca-members-survey/

“Quite simply, no ocean, no life. No blue,
no green. If not for the ocean, there would
be no climate to discuss, nor anyone
around to debate the issues. We have to
represent those who are not at the table.
We must give the ocean a voice!”
– Dr Sylvia Earle, oceanographer
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Photograph: Australia for Dolphins

OUR WONDERFUL WILD BLUE
“If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water”
Loren Eiseley, anthropologist (1907–1977)
The sea is our greatest wilderness.Water makes up over 70 per cent of our
Earth surface and what lies beneath is world of enchantment, alive with
magical plants and creatures living together in complex societies.
Sea life exists in territories with codes of behaviour, playgrounds and
nurseries for infants and frameworks of support for the elderly. Some species
feed the ill and grieve for captured or killed companions. Individuality is
recognised through specific roles being played in communities. Information is
passed between individuals of the same species and sometimes between
generations. Cultural groups often operate differently to each other. Some
species possess brain cells known as spindle neurons, believed to be associated
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with empathy and emotional intelligence.This is what we know.The sea is also
a wildness of mystery, misunderstanding and undiscovered astonishments.
Our oceans are under threat. Wildernesses are harsh places in which to
live and pressures from humans are exacerbating the difficulties faced by sea
life. The good news is that organisations are working across the globe to
give seas a chance. Their findings are thrilling – but also deeply alarming.
This article highlights some of the major threats and how explorers and
protectors of our seas are responding on an international basis.This research
and protection work is immense and more information can be found on the
websites listed at the end.
Each year, more than 50,000 threatened or endangered sea turtles may be
killed by trawls meant for catching shrimp in the Gulf of Mexico and
neighbouring waters.The Oceana website informs us that, of the seven species
of marine sea turtles, six are found in US waters and the flatback turtle is only
found in the Western Indo-Pacific. Most of their lives are spent at sea, they
return to lay their eggs each year, making long journeys to specific beaches.
Their wide-reaching movement and the amount of time spent on land makes
it hard to measure just how many remain, or how many there used to be.Today,
all six of the species found in US waters are listed as endangered under the
Endangered Species Act and are also found on the IUCN Red List where their
listings range from Vulnerable to Critically Endangered.
“Wasteful, indiscriminate, unsustainable” is how Greenpeace Australia
describes the intensive fishing boats known as ‘super trawlers’. “(They) are
like giant vacuum cleaners of the sea, hoovering up entire schools of fish and
wiping out marine life like dolphins and seals.” The biggest can be over 144
metres in length and can process an enormous 250 tonnes of fish per day.
In January,The Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) imposed
a ban on the factory freezer super trawler Geelong Star after the deaths of
seven albatross. Greenpeace Australia is campaigning for a permanent ban
in Australian waters.
“The sea pronounces something, over and over, in a hoarse whisper;
I cannot quite make it out…”
Annie Dillard author, poet and essayist
5
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WWF’s Living Planet Report, released every two years, is a sciencebased analysis of the health of our planet and the impact of human activity
upon it. The Living Planet Report 2014 states that marine species populations
including turtles, many sharks, and large migratory seabirds like the
wandering albatross, declined 39 per cent between 1970 and 2010. Coral
reefs supporting up to 25 per cent of all marine life in the South China Sea
have declined 80 per cent in just 30 years. WWF cites this trend as being
the result of multiple stressors - including “destructive fishing habits.”
Thousands of miles of nets and lines are set in the world’s oceans each day.
Driftnets are gillnets up to 50km in length with floats at the top and weights
attached to the bottom. They drift near the surface of the water creating a
vertical wall and are used to capture types of fish including tuna, swordfish and
salmon.The fish are trapped as nets slide behind their gill covers.
Driftnets are particularly dangerous when they become ghost nets
abandoned or lost by fisherman. As they are made of highly resistant nylon,
they can linger in the environment, entangling marine life for months. A
staggering 640,000 tonnes of ‘ghost gear’ is left in our oceans each year.Apart
from driftnets the most deadly forms of plastic are buoys, traps and pots,
monofilament fishing line, and fishing nets.
Bycatch is the incidental capture of non-target species and a staggering
amount of marine life is hauled up with the catch, then discarded overboard
dead or dying. Proven solutions to avoid this ruthless waste do exist and the
fishing industry recognises the problem.
Ocean Conservancy describes ocean acidification as “…damage(ing) the
basic building blocks of life.” Their response is to mobilise volunteers for
international sea and beach clean up programmes.Their 2015 Report reveals
that 560,000 volunteers in 91 countries picked up more than 16 million
pounds of trash in the 2014 International Coastal Cleanup.
More help in the fight against rubbish comes from the US where Congress
has backed a bill banning the use of microbeads, the small plastic particles
that are a staple ingredient in everyday products such as body washes, facial
scrubs and toothpastes. Too small to be filtered out by water treatment
plants, they flow straight from sinks to the ocean and into the mouths and
gills of sea creatures around the world.The new law means companies must
6
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phase out the sale of products containing microbeads and stop making
personal care products with microbeads altogether by 1 July, 2017.
“I wish you would use all means at your disposal – films, expeditions, the web,
new submarines – to create a campaign to ignite public support for a global
network of marine protected areas; Hope Spots large enough to save and
restore the blue heart of the planet.” Mission Blue
Mission Blue is the initiative of the Sylvia Earle Alliance (SEA) to generate
global support for the protection of Hope Spots. These are the “…special
places that are vital to the health of the ocean, the blue heart of our planet.”
The campaign unites a global coalition of partners to inspire public awareness
in supporting a worldwide network of marine protected areas. Mission Blue
seeks to bring about a significant increase in ocean protection from less than
four per cent to 20 percent by the year 2020.
In the past decade, hundreds of thousands of square miles of ocean habitat
have been designated as marine protected areas. A Mission Blue Hope Spot
received protection last October when Chilean President Michelle Bachelet
announced the establishment of the Nazca-Desventuradas marine park,
covering a surface area of more than 297,000 square kilometers surrounding
the San Ambrosio and San Felix islands and a commitment to create a second
marine protected area encompassing over 600,000 square kilometers around
Easter Island. These expanses of Chilean territory include the Salas y Gomez
and Mazca Ridges Hope Spot identified by Dr Sylvia Earle as a distinct place
critical to the health of the ocean.
“If the whales are silent, then that means they are unable to feed cooperatively,
unable to find mates. A silent whale is, for all intents and purposes, blind.”
Michael Jasny, director marine mammal protection program the Natural
Resources Defense Council
Marine mammals use creaks, groans, growls, and buzzes to communicate
with each other – often over long distances – to find food, and even for
mothers to keep track of their calves. Sonic booms and seismic canons are
7
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a deafening cacophony to whales and dolphins and may prompt them to stop
communicating with one another. Powerful sonar blasts destroy the hearing
of whales, can cause their brains to haemorrhage and lead to mass strandings
as disoriented whales struggle to escape the noise. Offshore wind farms are
adding to the problem. All this may result in cetaceans not being able to find
each other, socialise, breed or forage properly.
“After some study” (of sharks) “I began to realize that these
‘gangsters of the deep’ had gotten a bad rap.”
Eugenie Clark, (May 1922 – February 2015)
Marine Biologist, writer and champion of sharks
Sea Shepherd speaks out for the 100 million sharks that are killed each
year by longlines used by ‘sport’ fishermen, or by the horrendous practice of
shark finning whereby hooked sharks have their fins are sliced off while still
alive.These animals are then thrown back into the ocean where, unable to swim
without their fins, they sink towards the bottom and slowly die.
Sea Shepherd states,“With 90 per cent of the world’s large shark populations
already wiped out, sharks are being depleted faster than they can reproduce.
This threatens the stability of marine ecosystems around the world. Sharks are
vitally important apex predators.They have shaped marine life in the oceans for
over 400 million years and are essential to the health of the planet and ultimately
to the survival of mankind.” Sea Shepherd patrols marine protected areas,
exposing the corruption that drives this multi-billion dollar industry and directly
intervening to stop the brutal slaughter of these complex, misunderstood,
frequently demonised fish.
Australia for Dolphins (AFD) focuses on small whales and dolphins in
particular, which have no international legal protection and “…are subjected to
some of the most extreme cruelty inflicted on animals anywhere in the world.”
AFD’s goal is to “bring an end to the unregulated and inhumane hunts that kill
tens of thousands of small cetaceans each year.” Immediate focus is on the
world’s largest hunts for dolphin, porpoise and pilot whales, which occur in the
waters off Japan. Subsequent campaigns will extend to slaughters elsewhere in
the world. AFD also campaigns against the inhumane treatment of small
8
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cetaceans in captive facilities. Many of these are captured alive during dolphin
hunts and sold off for commercial purposes.
Whale and Dolphin Conservation (WDC) the charity dedicated to
the conservation and protection of whales and dolphins seeks “…a world
where every whale and dolphin is safe and free.” WDC works towards the
rights of these species and actively campaigns around the world to have them
recognised at an international level through The Declaration of Rights for
Whales and Dolphins.
The Nonhuman Rights Project, responds to the new understanding
of animals by using legal means in the US to win legal personhood and
fundamental rights for non-human animals. It is comprised of a group of
people from diverse backgrounds who unite to “break through the legal wall
that separates humans from nonhumans”, thereby gaining legal ‘personhood’
for non-human animals, beginning with chimpanzees, elephants and dolphins.
Earlier this year a documentary about the Nonhuman Rights Project
premiered at the 2016 Sundance Film Festival. Unlocking the Cage follows the
NhRP in the early stages of this long-term multi-state strategic litigation
campaign.
My hope is that this brief snapshot of the wonderful work being carried
out will encourage further exploration of the useful websites listed below.
Ann Johnson, Eastbourne meeting.

“I read that the pilgrims, when they landed at Plymouth Rock
in Massachusetts in 1620, wrote that you could walk
across Cape Cod Bay on the backs of right whales. …
We can’t go back and see that today, but maybe
we can preserve what we have left.”
Brian Skerry marine photo journalist

Further information:
Australia for Dolphins: http://www.afd.org.au/
Blackfish: http://www.blackfishmovie.com/about/
9
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Greenpeace Australia: http://www.greenpeace.org/australia/en/
Mission Blue: http://mission-blue.org/
Nonhuman Rights Project http://www.nonhumanrightsproject.org/
Ocean Conservancy: http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
Oceana: http://oceana.org/
Sea Shepherd: http://www.seashepherd.org
Stop the Trawler Campaign: http://www.stopthetrawler.net/
The End of the Line http://endoftheline.com/
Unlocking the cage: http://www.unlockingthecagethefilm.com/
Whale and Dolphin Conservation: http://uk.whales.org/
WWF: www.wwf.org.uk

FASCINATING FISH
• Fish talk to each other with squeaks, squeals, and other low-frequency
sounds that humans can hear only with special instruments.
• Fish also communicate with ‘sign language’ or Morse code.’ Lion fish wave
the row of fins on their backs in a specific way to signal other fish to join
them in a hunt. Large coral groupers alert smaller, more slender fish, like
moray eels, to prey fish concealed in a crevice. They point their noses
toward the concealed fish and shake their bodies from side to side; the
obliging eels flush out the prey.
• Fish like physical contact with other fish and often gently rub against one
another- like a cat weaving in and out of your legs.
• Some fish tend well-kept gardens, encouraging the growth of tasty algae
and weeding out the types they don’t like.
• Scientists documented that cichlids (one of the largest of vertebrate
10
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families) would play with a bottom-weighted thermometer, intentionally
knocking it over just so that they could watch it bounce back up.
• Like birds, many fish build nests where they can raise their babies; others
collect little rocks off the sea floor to make hiding places where they can
rest. Catfish and cichlids have been observed gluing their eggs to leaves
and small rocks so that they can carry the precious cargo to safety.
• Some fish woo potential partners by singing to them or creating art. Male
sand gobies, tiny fish who live along the European coast, play ‘Mr Mom’,
building and guarding nests and fanning the eggs with their fins to create
a current of fresh, oxygenated water.
• When cleaner fish, who nibble parasites and dead tissue off larger,
predator fish, accidentally bite their ‘clients,’ they make amends by giving
the larger fish back rubs.
• Fish use tools.The blackspot tuskfish, for example, has been photographed
smashing a clam on a rock until the shell breaks open.
• Goldfish have longer ‘sustained attention’ spans than humans, according
to a study by Microsoft, which found that the small fish can concentrate
for nine seconds compared to eight for humans.
• Fish are interesting and intelligent animals who deserve the same respect
that we give to cute and cuddly animals such as dogs and cats.
Many thanks to PETA for permission to reproduce from its website this
enlightening and charming information: http://www.peta.org/issues/animalsused-for-food/factory-farming/ fish/hidden-lives-fish/
(An on-line petition highlights the astonishing fact that it is still legal in this
country to offer goldfish in plastic bags as prizes at fairgrounds:
https://www.change.org/p/goldfish-petition) – Editor
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WELFARE, CONSERVATION – AND FREEDOM
Born Free’s cetacean work focuses on these animals in captivity as opposed to
the wild. Samantha Goddard works on cetacean issues and describes how the
organisation is working to improve the lives of captive dolphins and whales,
particularly in Europe.
The Born Free Foundation is strongly opposed to the keeping of cetaceans
in captivity for commercial and exploitative gain.We do not debate whether
cetacean captivity has a future as we believe it does not.We believe that the
future lies in the sanctuary, retirement and rehabilitation of captive cetaceans.
At the European level, Born Free works on this issue through its
membership within the Dolphinaria-Free Europe coalition. The
coalition was founded by Born Free in 2015 and comprises of NGOs and
expert individuals who work together to lobby at European level. This is to
fundamentally oppose the captivity of cetaceans for any purpose other than
genuine rescue, rehabilitation and sanctuary, on the grounds that current
captive facilities do not provide the animals with conditions that meet their
biological and conservation needs. The coalition also lobbies for full
implementation of the EU Zoos Directive 1999/22 into national zoo law to
ensure that the highest standards of welfare are enforced across Europe for
as long as these animals remain in captivity.
The coalition represents a strong knowledge base for the captive cetacean
industry in Europe; particularly monitoring and campaigning against the building of
new facilities, which can only promote the continued exploitation of these animals.
Born Free is also heavily involved in the captivity work of the World
Cetacean Alliance (WCA) which is comprised of organisations and
individuals from across the globe.
In terms of Born Free’s involvement with cetaceans in the wild, we proudly
support and donate to the work of the Cetacean Research & Rescue
Unit (CRRU) in Scotland, who monitor the wild cetaceans within the area.
This vital data on population size and success is crucial in campaigning for the
protection of these animals from human activities such as sonar, oil drilling
and salmon fisheries. One of the wild dolphins they monitor is StarDance,
who features in Born Free’s dolphin adoption programme (see link below).
12
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CHALLENGES FACING MARINE WILD LIFE
The Cetacean Research & Rescue Unit (CRRU) operates the only specialist
response team of marine mammal researchers in Scotland, dedicated specifically
to live-stranded whales and dolphins. Kevin Robinson, director, explains the
crucial role of the Unit in researching, protecting and conserving these animals.
Formed in 1997, the CRRU is a small non-profit research organisation based in
northeast Scotland dedicated to the welfare, conservation and protection of
whales, dolphins and porpoises through scientific investigation, environmental
education, and the provision of a 24 hour veterinary service for sick, injured and
stranded individuals.The CRRU charity also has projects in Thailand and Gibraltar.
There is an increasing range of challenges facing the conservation of marine
wildlife in the Moray Firth (MF) region. These include the development of
new marinas – with a predicted increase in boat traffic – exploration and
production of new and existing fossil fuel deposits including in, and adjacent
to, the MF Special Area of Conservation for bottlenose dolphins, and marine
renewable energy developments, including a large offshore wind farm in the
outer Moray Firth. Very loud noise is used to explore the sea bed for fossil
fuels, and the placement of offshore installations, whether oil rigs or wind
farms, bring construction and operation-related noise and disturbance,
including increased boat movements and activities. Added to this, over
fishing/habitat change, bycatch, marine pollution and even whale watching
together present a huge problem for these animals and continue to threaten
their very existence around our coastlines.
In co-operation with universities, research institutions and international
environmental agencies, principal studies focus on the coastal cetaceans frequenting
the Moray Firth, providing baseline scientific data for the adoption of long-term
management measures and conservation strategies for their protection.
Conducting advanced training courses in marine wildlife rescue, the CRRU
also operates the only specialist response team of marine mammal researchers
in Scotland dedicated specifically to live-stranded whales and dolphins.The fullyequipped team of scientists, veterinarians and qualified volunteers are skilled
and experienced to act and advise at the scene of a stranding with first aid,
veterinary treatment and re-floatation procedures as required.
13
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The charity essentially collates long-term data on the presence and biodiversity
of coastal cetaceans in northeast Scotland from boat-based monitoring studies.
This is then published in targeted, peer-reviewed scientific journals and
contributed to collaborative government and non-government reports.
In addition, information and data from the CRRU’s research and rescue work
provides materials for educational outreach work with the aim to increase our
knowledge of marine mammals in northeast Scottish waters. Robust scientific
data is currently being implemented in proposals to the Scottish Government
for the very first Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in UK waters for these animals.
To donate to CRRU’s current appeal for a new research (and rescue)
boat: https://mydonate.bt.com/events/boatappeal/278471
Born Free adoption for StarDance:
https://give.bornfree.org.uk/adopt/dolphin
World Cetacean Alliance: http://worldcetaceanalliance.org/
Dolphinaria-Free Europe: http://endcap.eu/dolphinaria/free-europe/

StarDance lives in a marine pod in Scotland and features in Born Free’s adoption programme.
Photograph: Cetacean Research & Rescue Unit (CRRU) www.crru.org.uk
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REMEMBERING
THE WOMAN WHO LOVED ORCAS
“… I have been given a heaven on earth. I have
lived in paradise. There is nothing I want, nothing
I would change, nowhere I would go. My bucket
list is for more of what I have. It runneth over.”
Eva Saulitis
Poet and marine biologist Eva Saulitis, who died
Eva Saulitis, a friend to orcas
in January, began her whale research in Alaska in
the 1980s. She quickly became drawn into the lives of a single extended family
of endangered orcas, struggling to survive in Prince William Sound.
When she began studying the orcas in the mid-1980s, there were only 22
individuals in the entire group. They stored just enough genetic diversity to
maintain the population. Then, in March 1989, the Exxon Valdez ran aground
on Bligh Reef, spilling at least 11 million gallons of oil into Prince William Sound.
Soon after, four members of the group were photographed swimming through
the slick.Three of these, along with six other members, went missing and were
never seen again. When more died, examination revealed that their tissues
carried the signs of high levels of toxic contaminants common in crude oil.
Because of these chemicals, or simply because of the lack of sufficient genetic
diversity, the remaining members were never again able to reproduce.
Eva dealt with the tragedy and her bereavement, by fusing her intellectual
scientific muscle and her creative alchemy as a poet to provide a voice for
these wonderful, unique and vital, yet vanishing survivors and the place they
inhabited. She wrote: Into Great Silence: A Memoir of Discovery and Loss
in the Realm of Vanishing Orcas (Beacon Press, Boston).
In the introduction, she describes the work as, “…principally a memoir, a work
of contemplation, not science or reportage. It abides by naturalist William Beebe’s
call for ‘softening facts with quiet meditation, leavening science with thoughts of the
sheer joy of existence,’ and in this case, the sheer pain of loss as well.”
As well as prose and books, Eva wrote many essays. In the run up to the
Sochi 2014 winter Olympics, reports began circulating that a Russian
15
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company called White Sphere had captured eight orcas in the Sea of Okhotsk
(between Russia and Japan) and that some were intended for display at Sochi.
Eva responded in onearth magazine, summing up with great insight the sheer
wrongness of keeping orcas in captivity:
“Unlike most humans, physicality is not extracurricular to an orca’s life. It
is the curriculum. To be an orca is to be a body moving constantly through
boundless space, from birth until death. It is to travel the distance of an ultramarathon every day…Cetaceans deserve the arena of an open ocean, not a
small pool thousands of miles from home. An orca’s athleticism starts on day
one; as a new born, its mother and aunts push it to the surface to take its
first breath. They urge the calf to swim. And swim. And swim.” The full essay
can be read on: http://archive.onearth.org/articles/2014/02/orca-researchersays-whales-are-amazing-athletes-but-dont-belong-olympics.
Over the years, Eva Saulitis wrote about living alongside breast cancer
through what she had learned from living with nature.This is from her essay
Wild Darkness, published in Orion environmental magazine: “Facing death in
a death-phobic culture is lonely. But in wild places like Prince William Sound
or the woods and sloughs behind my house, it is different. The salmon dying
in their stream tell me I am not alone.
“Death is nature. Nature is far from over. In the end, the gore
at the creek comforts more than it appals. In the end –
I must believe it – just like a salmon, I will know how
to die, and though I die, though I lose my life, nature wins.
Nature endures. It is strange, and it is hard,
but it’s comfort, and I’ll take it.”
Eva Lucia Saulitis, poet and marine biologist (10 May 1963 – 16 January 2016)

Further information:
http://archive.onearth.org/article/the-woman-who-loves-orcas
http://evasaulitis.com/
www.onearth.org/
https://orionmagazine.org/
16
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ANIMAL CLASSICS
ANIMAL LIBERATION: FORTY YEARS ON
The Bodley Head has reissued Peter Singer’s 1975 classic Animal Liberation.
Thom Bonneville, QCA member, considers how this classic might speak to us,
forty years on.
In the last QCA newsletter we featured an appreciation of Animal Machines,
published in 1964.This seminal work was written by Ruth Harrison, having
one day received an opening by way of a leaflet through her door. A Quaker
and conscientious objector who served in the Friends Ambulance Unit
during WW2, Ruth responded to this chance event in characteristically
energetic and highly motivated style by embracing the opportunity to steer
her faith-in-action in a new and adventurous direction. Discovering
prodigious vigor within herself, this not only enabled her to write her book
but to dynamically dedicate her life to the welfare of farmed animals.
Harrison pointed to a reality – the reality of intensive, industrialised animal
farming, not much more than fifteen years or so after its first appearance,
which others had already perceived, but she did so with a care and attention
which rendered that reality very difficult to contest or ignore. She did not
thereby invent animal welfarism, but it is no exaggeration to say that there
was animal welfare before Animal Machines and animal welfare after Animal
Machines. The most effective and far-reaching science, research, study and
legislation all belong to this period after.
The Australian ethicist Peter Singer has cited reading Animal Machines
in making his decision to become vegetarian. A decade later, he accomplished
something altogether different but equally game-changing. By cutting away
the morass of received ideas regarding the relative worth of animal and
human lives, he revealed an essential truth (small ‘t’) of startling simplicity: if
a being can suffer, that’s all that counts. All the stuff about uniquely human
reason, about our souls, affiliations, and even rights – none of it actually
counts at all. The special ways that humans think, relate and emote are
morally irrelevant when it comes to what we can and cannot do to another
being, granting that the latter has an interest in her or his own happiness.
Better to say, what we should or should not inflict on such a being.That we’ve
17
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taken our ‘special ways’ to be so supremely important through the ages
perhaps betrays the strength of our need to shield ourselves from this truth.
As with Harrison, there was something about the way Singer said it and
when he said it – the form of his particular elaboration as well as its
timeliness – that allowed it to be not only heard but taken up and acted upon.
Bentham had made the same case, albeit briefly, in 1789 and Henry Salt
expounded at length one similar in 1892.To the extent that they were heeded
at all, the world simply nodded and moved on. But in 1975 it was suddenly
‘common sense’ – the animal-abusing status quo – that found itself on the
back foot. The world found it much more difficult to stop its ears; and the
consensus amongst scientists and academicians was shown to be a halfconsidered thing at best, irrational and deeply prejudiced at worst. Kim
Stallwood summed up Animal Liberation’s purport in his recent *Growl:
(The) book sent a clear message that a new wave of animal activists was
sweeping to one side an earlier generation of those whose main concern had been
to allow animals to continue to be exploited and killed as long as the cages were
a little bigger and the death a little swifter. More significantly, animal activism
would be placed within a philosophical framework that provided structure to
inchoate impulses of kindness, charity, or compassion. (84-85)
Did Animal Liberation help install the division between the welfare and
‘rights’ positions, then? Was Kim Stallwood thinking of Ruth Harrison when
he spoke of that “earlier generation”? The characterisation would be too
sweeping. Rights and welfare have always been in tension – acrimonious at
times, but also vibrant and fruitful. It’s an interesting question nevertheless,
and just one of many that the book affords. It’s Stallwood’s second point,
though, that touches on the real milestone. Rather than speaking of a
‘philosophical framework’, which sounds rather daunting, I’d say a that a
single, clear insight shines forth: one that proved capable both of unsettling
speciesism and of inspiring that ‘new wave’.
Need we still read Animal Liberation? I personally found it energising to hear
the author speaking close by, as it were. I trust others will, too; it has rarely
been as concisely and eloquently presented. Understanding the history of
the movement, moreover, supplies valuable perspective that can only be an
aid to effectiveness. But one of the main drivers for Singer was his
18
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recognition that the lack of a truly cogent case against animal exploitation,
a case that made no appeal to pity and, in turn, permitted no appeal by the
other side to pragmatism or to tradition (or any other form of special
pleading), that this really was hampering the animal cause, allowing their
outspoken defenders to be derided, ridiculed and ignored. Are animal
advocates still treated this way? Are we still caricatured (or – post-Animal
Liberation – demonised) by the public at large and in the press? Still excluded
from the progressive agenda?
Where an animal defender might discern the workings of justice, others
might see censoriousness. What I take to be the promptings of compassion
might be pure sentimentality, by my neighbour’s lights. Passion? Zealotry.
Truth? Naiveté. We can guarantee, too, that deeply felt spiritual testimony
will be labelled delusion whenever there’s a laugh to be had out of it or a
commercial interest to be safeguarded. As long as there is need for an animal
protection movement perhaps it will always be thus. If that is so, we should
be grateful to Peter Singer.
Quakers know that debate will only get us so far in the campaign to change
hearts lastingly, but there’s an argument that desperately needed winning
and, forty years ago, Animal Liberation won it: for animals like us.
Animal Liberation, by Peter Singer (The Bodley Head) revised and
expanded version with a new introduction by Sapiens author Yuval Noah
Harari.
* Kim Stallwood, Growl: http://www.kimstallwood.com/growl/
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CHIMPS: NO ‘MODEL’ FOR
HUMANS
QCA patron Andre Menache, veterinary
surgeon and director of Antidote Europe,
reports that National Institutes of Health,
USA (NIH), the biggest biomedical research
organisation in the world, will no longer fund
biomedical research on chimpanzees.
This decision is in response to a scientific
report commissioned two years ago from the
Photo: © IPPL & Tacugama Chimpanzee
Institute of Medicine (IOM, USA) that also
Sanctuary
included scientific evidence presented by the
US organisation Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine. It
represents a victory for Antidote Europe since it is in line with our position that no
animal species can be considered as a ‘model’ for humans.
The chimpanzee is our closest evolutionary cousin and therefore the best
‘animal model’ possible, if such a thing exists. And since all other animal
species are evolutionarily more distant, the inescapable conclusion is that
they are even less appropriate models. Abandoning the chimpanzee must
inevitably lead to a domino effect in terms of all the other models, including
other primates, dogs, rats, mice, zebra fish and finches.
To remain consistent with its position on chimpanzees, the NIH should,
henceforth, stop financing all biomedical research involving animal models.
For Antidote Europe, this historic announcement represents much more
than a victory at saving an endangered species. As demonstrated and
repeated by our organisation for the past ten years, one species of animal
cannot be considered as a predictive model for a different animal species.
It now remains to be seen whether those who cling to the animal model
will come out of the closet in order to prove – and not simply claim – that
the NIH has got it wrong or, alternatively, that an animal model more distant
than the chimpanzee will do the trick.
*Antidote Europe is a not for profit NGO that promotes sound scientific methods of
research and campaigns on issues of consumer safety: http://antidote-europe.org/en/
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FIRST CHARITY SHOP
FOR DR HADWEN
TRUST
Actor Peter Egan, patron of the Dr
Hadwen Trust (DHT), recently opened
the charity’s first shop at 16
Churchyard, Hitchin, Hertfordshire.
DHT patron Peter Egan with Matt and Fern, Wood
The shop, which is open from
Green Animal Shelter
9am-5pm, Monday to Saturday,
stocks only goods which are not derived from animals. One hundred per
cent of profits from the shop, (and also the online shop), are used to help
fund the Trust’s cutting-edge research projects. A spokesperson for the Trust
says, “Supporting it will make a material contribution towards advancing
medical research and towards saving the lives of countless animals that would
have been destined for a life in a laboratory.”
QCA member Joan How writes,“I was pleased to pay a visit and found it in
a good position, near to St Mary’s Church and the interesting area that
surrounds the church. The shop is bright and welcoming and staff were most
helpful. Information points state that ‘Devastating diseases needn’t devastate
animal lives as well’.These display a list of diseases where the use of animals in
medical research is being replaced by humane, alternative methods”.
The DHT supports and assists scientists to implement existing techniques
and develop new ones which are more human-relevant and will replace animal
experiments.The Trust awards grants to scientists in universities, hospitals and
research organisations following a rigorous and independent peer-reviewed
selection procedure. Only those projects with the highest scientific calibre and
the best potential for the replacement of animals will be awarded funding.
Funded solely by charitable donations, the DHT has, since 1971, awarded
grants to over 170 research projects in diverse areas of medical research
including cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, asthma, diabetes, kidney, heart and liver
disease, to name but a few. To date, The Trust continues to be the UK’s
leading charity provider of grants solely dedicated to animal replacement
research in biomedical research. http://www.drhadwentrust.org/
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EDUCATION
ANIMAL WELFARE IN EASTERN EUROPE
Naturewatch Foundation has extended its work with stray animals in Eastern
Europe to an education programme for school children that fosters respect for
animals as sentient beings.
Cheltenham-based charity Naturewatch Foundation has, for the last 20
years, been developing projects throughout Eastern Europe, working with
municipalities and state veterinary services to implement humane and sustainable
stray dog population management schemes, following the recommendations of
the World Organisation for Animal Health (OiE).The work has also involved
raising welfare standards in municipal shelters, promoting the adoption of stray
dogs, the benefits of pet sterilisation and responsible ownership. In addition, the
Foundation assists NGOs that are rescuing dogs in Ukraine’s warzone.
One of the Foundation’s latest projects is an education programme,
teaching children to respect animals as sentient beings and how to
responsibly care for and keep pets. This has been extensively trialled in
Ukraine through teacher training seminars and workshops, enabling around

Photograph: © Naturewatch
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4,426 teachers in 1,346 primary schools in four cities to benefit from the
programme. All four cities have officially committed to incorporate the
programme into their primary school curriculums on a permanent basis.
Now Naturewatch is seeking to expand the programme to other cities in
Ukraine. The country’s Minister of Education is considering the inclusion of
the education materials in the Innovations in Education programme. To assist
in this decision, the Ministry has asked Naturewatch to conduct workshops
for post graduate teacher training institutes in more regions of Ukraine.
Feedback from teachers and pupils has led to the publishing of three
childrens’ classroom text books: Companion Animals, Farm Animals and Wild
Animals. One hundred copies of each have been printed and many more are
needed. More details from Naturewatch: 01242 252871.
info@naturewatch.org. http://naturewatch.org/. World Organisation for
Animal Health: http://www.oie.int/.

TEACHING RESPECT FOR LIVING CREATURES
The education department of campaigning organisation Animal Aid assists
young people in developing a respect for the value of all living creatures. It
provides a wide range of free education resources on animal issues and
Volunteer speakers are available to give free school talks to students from
KS1 to sixth form. The organisation has recently added two more initiatives
to its education programme.
AnimalKind is Animal Aid’s new educational dvd for primary schools.
Located at Foal Farm Animal Rescue Centre, Biggin Hill, it features
television wildlife presenter Michaela Strachan who recounts stories of the
farms’ rescued animals.Through these stories it is hoped young children will
be encouraged to appreciate that all animals have feelings and emotions and
that we all have a responsibility to care for them. Michaela describes some
of the steps that primary-aged children can take to help animals. Animal Aid,
http://www.animalaid.org.uk. Foal Farm Animal Rescue Centre:
http://www.foalfarm.org.uk/.
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REFLECTION
ENCOUNTER WITH A FOX AND CLIMATE CHANGE
I am as gloomy as the grey February sky; so glum I can hardly appreciate the
stillness of the cold air, the distant rattle of an early woodpecker and the bewildered
swans iced into a pool of unfrozen water on the white, glistening lake. I am
oppressed by my thoughts about a family difference of opinion over climate change.
The week before I had been sitting within the rampant materialism of a
London flat watching the news of the terrible destruction of Typhoon Haiyan.
Horrified by what I was seeing I called the family in from the kitchen to share
my concern.The other members of my family were variously more interested
in the geological conditions leading to typhoons, the power of nature or even
other natural disasters.Apparently little understanding of the resultant suffering
and little interest in the role of climate change in these extreme weather
events.
Today I am trudging slowly up the hill with my best friend Dog to the lake
where I normally prepare for Meeting for Worship carrying sadness and
disappointment in my heart. Suddenly, a small brown face peers out of the
thick, brambly undergrowth at the side of the road. The vixen pauses with
one front paw raised, her head pushed forward curiously. Seeing Dog
galumphing about with half a tree in his mouth, she smoothly reverses under
cover of brambles. I stand for a while gazing into the wild tangle of prickly
vegetation and, just as I decide that Fox must be miles away by now, she
appears again, in another gap lower down the hill. She stands on the edge of
the grassy no-man’s land between her safe cover and the road, ready to run.
Our eyes meet and, dog-like she holds my gaze, perhaps calculating just how
dangerous I am. Time stretches and I speak to her: “Are you watching me,
Fox?” Instead of running at the sound of my voice, she continues to look
directly into my eyes; she seems to be searching the depths of me. There is
a tangible connection and we meet where there is no distance between us.
Something in Fox is stimulating my Inner Light and it is glowing, warming me.
Eventually, once again, she backs under cover but the warmth remains.
By now, Dog has realised that something is going on that is more interesting
than the usual game of stick throwing. Catching fox-scent with his super
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powered nose he barges into the undergrowth. I call him back before the
brambles shred him and we continue up the hill. My concern over a difference
of opinion broadens out to the consideration of how people are able to deny
climate change. It’s as if human beings have a subconscious need to feel immune
from the rest of creation, and many live in such a way that separates human
existence from the earth on which we live and the other creatures with whom
we share it. They can disconnect themselves from and simply not think about
the effects of their own actions on our climate.
Gazing over the white, almost solid lake, I well up in a not unpleasant way
and my heart is mysteriously lifted. I still carry the sadness of humanity’s
carelessness and denial within me, but there is relief in the convincement
that I should continue to take opportunities to connect and to advocate for
non-human animals that are affected by human carelessness and climate
change denial. Thank you, Fox for reminding me where I stand.
Liz McDermott, Lampeter Meeting. This article first appeared in
earthQuaker, autumn 2015. http://www.livingwitness.org.uk/earthquaker.html

Photograph: Ann Johnson
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Clementien Pauws-Koenegras with Karuna residents

INDIA
HOW KARUNA CAME TO LIFE
When Clementien Pauws-Koenegras arrived in Puttaparthi in 1995 with her
husband and son, it didn’t take much time to witness the scale of animal suffering.
There were countless street dogs with pups, many run over by buses on the main
road and donkeys dying on the side of the road. Here Clementien relates what
happened next.
Very soon my house was full of sick animals and I was helping out on the
street as much as I could. Of course, I was not the only one moved by this
misery. In 1998 a small group of devotees from UK came forward to help and
to provide funds. The Animal Rescue Project Puttaparthi was born with
the help of CUPA animal welfare in Bangalore. In 2000, we were ready to
make our own decisions and planning and Karuna Society was registered.
Our first step was setting up the shelter and clinic for treatment, in-patient
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care and sterilisations. Then our horizon widened and we became aware of
the suffering of milking animals, starving calves and illegal transports to
slaughter houses. In 2002 we rescued the first cows and buffaloes from the
trucks. Over time we have taken into our care more than 700 cattle. At
present, approximately 300 cattle are with us including donkeys, a few
horses – and a camel!
Becoming increasingly aware of our wider environment, we found the
suffering of wildlife appalling: hunting by the local communities, drought,
electrocution by farmers to protect their crops, there is no end to it. We
have undertaken 15 years of wildlife rescue and now we are beginning the
construction of our new wildlife rescue centre, close to the reserve forest,
for which we need more support. Sloth bears, deer, monkeys, birds and
snakes will find the care they need.
It is fitting here to give a “BIG THANK YOU!” to all our supporters, employees
and board members who have helped relieve the suffering of the animals.
On a personal note, being so intimately involved with the lives of animals has
given me a very profound experience of the ‘Oneness’ and equality of all life
forms emanating from the Divine.
Clementien Pauws-Koenegras, President

Karuna Society for Animals and Nature is a registered non-profit
organisation working for animal welfare and the environment, while
sustaining all food production with organic farming and alternative fuels. In
Sanskrit, Karuna means compassion, which is the motivating force behind all
activities. Ahimsa Organic Products processes and markets certified
organic products produced by the Ahimsa Farm of Karuna Society. The
Ahimsa Farm is a combination of cruelty free organic farming and Karuna’s
Cattle Rescue Project. They are protected from abuse and no milk is drawn
from any cow or buffalo. Karuna Society: http://www.karunasociety.org/.
Amhisa Organic Products: http://ahimsaorganic.com/.
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ANOTHER CIRCUS SURRENDERS ANIMALS
Pressure from Animal Rahat, PETA India and two more animal-protection
groups has persuaded another circus to surrender the 15 animals it was holding
and sign an affidavit to become an animal-free, human-only circus. This is the sixth
Indian circus whose animals Animal Rahat helped free since the beginning of 2015.
The three goats, two horses, and one camel from the Great Kamal Circus have
been moved to the organisation’s Home for Retired Bullocks.The nine dogs were
moved to a shelter belonging to another organisation before being adopted.
Previously, Badshah the camel was pulled around by a rope tied to his nose ring
which had torn his nostrils and Kamal the goat was forced to walk a tightrope
several feet off the ground and balance on a five-inch-wide platform.
To encourage the next generation of animal protectors, PETA India runs the
Compassionate Citizen humane education initiative for school children.Animal
Rahat’s education officer has conducted Compassionate Citizen educational
workshops in primary schools in the villages of Belanki and Vikasnagar. Animal
Rahat’s efforts to cultivate children’s empathy for animals are now paying off.
Five of the latest calls to which they have responded came from teachers
whose students asked them to contact Animal Rahat for help with wounded
animals they had spotted. These were all from schools that had hosted the
Compassionate Citizen workshops.
Animal Rahat is set up in the sugar-mill district of Sangli, India and in the
neighbouring town of Solapur, where staff members provide free aid to
working animals including bullocks who work in sugar mills and donkeys
who are used in the brick kilns. Animal Rahat seeks to alleviate the suffering
of these animals by giving rest and relief to the lame, the sick and the injured.
The group’s work also benefits the animals’ owners, who are often too poor
to afford the sustenance necessary to maintain animals’ health and strength,
pay for veterinary care, or give their animals time for rest and recuperation.
Animal Rahat: http://www.animalrahat.com/. PETA India: http://www.petaindia.com.
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IRELAND
EQUALITY, HARMONY AND
WELL-BEING
Our QCA member Sandra Higgins, director
of Eden Farmed Animal Sanctuary based
in Co Meath, Ireland, outlines their work.
The Sanctuary opened in 2008 and
provides a lifelong home for approximately
Alfred, a resident at the Eden Farmed
100 rescued farmed animals. It is associated
Animal Sanctuary
with Matilda’s Promise, a vegan, animal
rights education centre. All the residents have been rescued from the
certainty of slaughter; some were unwanted, abused, neglected or homeless.
Eden is also associated with The Compassion Foundation of Ireland, a
psychology practice that is the first of its kind to use veganism and the
philosophy of Ahimsa as an effective tool for psychological wellbeing. The
name Eden was chosen because of its Biblical reference to a garden or

Gabriel, rescued from abuse, is now a permanent resident at Eden Farmed Animal Sanctuary
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paradise characterised by non-violence, equality, harmony and wellbeing.
In celebration of World Vegan Day on 1 November 2015, Eden Farmed
Animal Sanctuary, launched a public advertising campaign on transport and
street signage throughout Ireland – possibly the first campaign of its kind in
Europe. The campaign continued until the New Year and is now going global.
The ads, which focused on abolition of animal use and particularly on the harm
caused by dairy and egg consumption, appeared on buses, Dublin DART trains,
bill boards and in third level colleges and universities throughout Ireland.
The Sanctuary recently hosted an event in Dublin with Will and Madeline
Tuttle. Dr Tuttle spoke to an audience about how veganism is the path to peace
and justice for non-human and human animals alike. The author of the World
Peace Diet and Circles of Compassion presents a way of educating people about
animal rights through the embodiment of veganism as a non-violent philosophy.
Sandra Higgins BSc (Hons) Psych, MSc Couns Psych, MBPsS, director, Eden
Farmed Animal Sanctuary, Ireland: www.edenfarmanimalsanctuary.com. Matilda’s
Promise Animal Rights & Vegan Education Centre: www.matildaspromise.org.The
Compassion Foundation of Ireland: www.thecompassionfoundation.org. GoVegan
Ireland: www.govegan.ie.

A poster for Eden’s public advertising campaign in Ireland
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BOOKS
Spirals in Time, the secret life and curious afterlife of seashells,
Helen Scales, Bloomsbury.
How are seashells made and why? How come these animals create stunning
colours and patterns, just to live in the dark beneath the sand? Do octopuses
really steal seashells and sail around in them like little boats?
In this exploration of seashells and the “marvellous molluscs” that make
them, Helen Scales tells stories of seashells that carry the reader into realms
of the natural world and cutting-edge science. Shell makers are some of the
oldest and most successful animals on the planet. They live extraordinary
lives in strange places, from the deepest ocean trenches to mountaintops
and everywhere in between.They are: “… the hidden wonders you can hold
in the palm of your hand.”
Scales relates how, through the ages, people have been fascinated
by seashelIs. They offer “… insight into the minds of our distant ancestors,
teach us about evolution and the curiosities of life on Earth and are
bellwethers of our impact on the environment, reminding us why nature
matters to us all.”
Bad Hare Days, John Fitzgerald.
John Fitzgerald has been protesting against hare coursing in Ireland for
almost three decades. In addition to documenting the plight of this rare
and legally unprotected animal, Bad Hare Days is also a campaigner’s
story. Fitzgerald says he wrote this book to relate his own experiences of
what can happen when one’s activism, though peaceful and non-violent “…
ceases to be just a minor irritant and begins to well and truly rock the
establishment boat.”
Many campaigners will understand the high price Fitzgerald has paid for
his campaigning – the loss of his job with a farmers cooperative at a time
when jobs were scarce in Ireland, arrests, interrogations, false accusations
and five “emotionally shattering” court cases.
“All for my efforts on behalf of the humble hare, a creature hailed in Irish
legend and folklore, a proud part of my country’s wildlife heritage, but one
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that Irish law permits to be abused in a cruel game of chance called hare
coursing…one of the world’s most barbaric blood sports.” In addition, the
gentle hare, has now become an endangered species in Ireland. This book
reinforces its right to be protected and John Fitzgerald and his fellow activists
continue to campaign. Bad Hare Days can be read online or downloaded as
a pdf from tinyurl.com/bhdbook
Eat and Run, My Unlikely Journey to Ultramarathon Greatness,
Scott Jurek with Friedman, Bloomsbury.
A normal marathon being 26 miles, Scott Jurek is a world champion who has raced
in the most inhospitable places in the world as far as 150 miles. After researching
different diets, he discovered the benefits of a vegan diet for health, strength and
stamina. “I was eating more, losing weight and gaining muscle – all on a vegan diet.
My recovery times between workouts and races got even shorter. I wasn’t even sore
after 50 mile races.” Each chapter ends with running tips, and vegan recipes. I tried
the adzuki and chocolate brownies, which were delicious.

Unlike Fiona Oakes, Scott Jurek does not extend this to compassion for
animals. This book solely demonstrates the advantages to humans of a vegan
diet; how it is not necessary to eat meat and meat products in order to be
healthy, fit and even a world class champion. Julie Hinman,Worthing Meeting.

Some titles enjoyed by members of QCA
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NEWS
DEMOCRATISATION IS ESSENTIAL TO PROTECT ANIMALS
argues a new research report from the Centre for Animals and Social
Justice (CASJ). The report recommends fundamental changes to the way
the government makes animal welfare policy and the introduction of greater
democracy into decisions affecting animals to achieve effective animal
protection that commands public confidence.
The report, How to Protect Animal Welfare, maintains that claims made
by government and animal use industries, that the ‘UK has the highest animal
welfare standards in the world’, lack supporting evidence. Included is a
summary of a research project carried out for the Centre by Professor Rob
Garner of the University of Leicester. Professor Garner concludes that the
animal protection movement needs to take unified action to address the
systemic flaws in government which render it indifferent to animal welfare.
Suggested reforms span from proportional representation for general
elections through to a much greater role for public deliberation when
Whitehall departments formulate policies affecting animals. Without such
reforms, lobbying campaigns aimed at addressing animal welfare problems in
isolation will continue to fall on deaf ears in government. Further information
from CASJ: http://www.casj.org.uk.
THE CHRISTIAN VEGETARIAN ASSOCIATION UK (CVAUK)
encouraged the revival of the ancient Christian tradition of abstaining from meat
consumption during Lent.The Association invited all Christians to use VEG4LENT
as a period of reflection and prayer for all those currently condemned to the
slaughterhouse. CVAUK wrote to churches urging participants to adopt a
vegetarian diet each day between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday.
CVA’s mission is to support and encourage Christian vegetarians and
Christians moving towards vegetarianism; to share the biblical and theological
basis of vegetarianism within Christian churches, to raise awareness of the
contribution a plant-based diet can make in alleviating world hunger and
animal suffering, as well as supporting human health and the sustainability of
natural resources. CVUK: http://www.christianvegetarians.com/.
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CREATUREKIND SEEKS TO ENGAGE CHURCHES in new ways
of thinking about animals and Christian faith with special focus on farmed
animal welfare. The aim is that: ‘…the church take her rightful place as the
leader in the movement for animal protection, not only for animals, but for
the health of her people.’ CreatureKind recognises that new patterns of
raising farmed animals also demonstrate poor stewardship in relation to
human needs, using scarce food and water supplies irresponsibly, causing
environmental pollution, and contributing to climate change.
The project was founded by David Clough, Professor of Theological
Ethics in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies at the University
of Chester, based on his academic work on Christianity and other animals.
He is collaborating with Sarah Withrow King, deputy director of the Sider
Center of Eastern University. Members of project advisory councils in North
America and the UK have been recruited to help shape the strategy. More
Information: http://becreaturekind.org/.
THE BADGER TRUST has joined with badger groups from France,
Holland, Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic to establish EuroBadger, a
new European network to raise awareness of badgers and strengthen
legislation for their protection at Member State and EU level.
EuroBadger seeks to promote a more positive vision for the species,
whereby humans across Europe learn to live in harmony with and cherish
this important wild mammal without destroying its habitat or indulging in the
kind of mass killing and persecution they have faced in the recent past.
EuroBadger will help open up the debate on alternative non-lethal TB
mitigation strategies for badgers. The organisation is putting together an EU
country report on badgers, looking at their populations, habitats, legal
protection and threats to their survival.The Badger Trust: http://badger.org.uk/
HILLSIDE ANIMAL SANCTUARY celebrates its 20th anniversary this
year. Wendy Valentine founded Hillside Animal Sanctuary in 1995 for farm
animals that would have faced a sad and painful end. Since then they have
been joined by many others, arriving alone, in pairs and in entire herds.They
have been joined by injured wild and neglected domestic animals. At the end
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of 1995 there were 100 animals living at the sanctuary and today Hillside
cares for over 2000. Staff witness the strong bonds that animals form with
each other and strive to keep them together, in their established groups,
wherever possible. Hillside has also become one of the UK’s foremost
campaigning organisations, securing undercover evidence of extreme cruelty
at farms and slaughter houses, resulting in successful prosecutions. Hillside,
http://www.hillside.org.uk/.
URBAN BUZZ IS BUGLIFE’S LATEST PROJECT to create eight
‘Buzzing Cities’ in England and Wales for pollinators. Mown and unused urban
sites will be transformed into 200 hectares of rich and vibrant habitat for
pollinating insects. Around 80,000 local people in Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff,
Ipswich, Leeds, Leicester, Plymouth and York will be involved in creating areas
that are flower-rich, as well as providing nesting and shelter habitats, to
benefit bees, butterflies and other pollinators. There will be an interactive
web map for each city, where you can add your local Buzzing Hotspot, as
well as help to choose, create and design Buzzing Hotspots for pollinators
The project will run over three years to create 100 pollinator hotspots in
each city. The first phase of Urban Buzz involves Buglife’s project officers
consulting with residents of Birmingham, Cardiff, Plymouth and York on the
best places for pollinators and in creating new feeding and nesting areas.This
will be followed by intensive seed sowing, plug planting and habitat building
to create wildlife-rich sites, establishing happier, healthier places for both
bugs and people. To become involved visit the Urban Buzz Hub on:
https://www.buglife.org.uk/urban-buzz.
FRESHFIELDS ANIMAL RESCUE has opened a new charity shop at
21-23 Shakespeare Street, Southport. This places Freshfields at the heart of
the thriving Shakespeare Street community with its range of friendly local
cafes and retail outlets. The new shop complements the charity’s bookshop
in Wesley Street, Southport. Shakespeare Street will stock furniture and
electrical items as well as clothes, books and cds. Opening times are 9.30 –
5.00 Monday to Friday, and 9.30 – 4.00 Saturday.
Freshfields Animal Rescue was founded by Lesley Tarleton in 1979.The sanctuary
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provides shelter and relief to
animals in need and rescue and rehoming of abused, neglected and
injured animals, while also providing
a focus of learning, education and
example in human association with
animals. The two Rescue Centres
are in Liverpool and Caernarfon.
http://www.freshfieldsrescue.org.uk
Thank you to Elizabeth
Rowland-Elliot of Southport
Meeting for this news.

Elizabeth and son Michael have just adopted a
handsome lurcher, Count Ziggy, from Freshfields

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ANIMAL PROTECTION AGENCY
which, after years of painstaking evidence gathering, has won a high court victory,
meaning it is now easier for local councils to enforce the ban on trading animals
through UK pet markets. APA has also written to every local council to advise
them of this ruling. At time of writing, the Agency is working hard to end the last
remaining reptile market, which takes place at Doncaster Racecourse.APA has also
sent evidence to HM Revenue and Customs, urging them to conduct investigations
into the activities of unregulated animal traders where the Agency is certain that
tax evasion is rife.This UK organisation is committed to ceasing the trade in wildlife
for pets. It is still legal in Britain to sell wild animals captured from other countries
and many die from stress and illness during
their harrowing transportation into the
UK. http://www.apa.org.uk/.
SUSSEX EAST AREA MEETING
has formally recognised Jenny Korn, a two
year-old golden retriever, as an attender
at Eastbourne Meeting. Jenny’s name will
be entered in Eastbourne’s book of
Members and Attenders, alongside that
of her human companion, Lis.
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Jenny attends Meeting for Worship where she meets and greets Friends
and visitors. She is also a friend to the homeless, the elderly and the
terminally ill in St Wilfred’s Hospice, accompanying Lis in her voluntary work.
Lis says, “I found Jenny in Buckingham. Her mother bred for dogs for the
disabled, so I went to visit this gentle soul. Jenny has lived up to all of this.
She visited our F/friend Sheila when she was in a nursing home and F/friend
Joan at home, who now has memory loss. Joan, previously our Elder, has
forgotten Meeting but always remembers Jenny.
THE KOREAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY has passed a Bill, proposed
by Representative Jeong-Lim Moon, to ban companies testing cosmetics and
ingredients on animals by 2018. This decision comes two years sooner than
was originally planned.The ban follows two years of work by Cruelty Free
International with Representative Moon, members of the Korean
government and the Ministry of Food and Drug Safety. It adds to existing
bans in the European Union, India and New Zealand and the positive
progress being made on animal testing regulation in the USA, China and
Brazil. Cruelty Free International leads the largest global campaign to end
the use of animals to test cosmetics and other consumer products.
https://www.crueltyfreeinternational.org/.
THE ANIMAL RIGHTS SOCIETY OF HONDURAS has helped
establish the country’s new animal welfare law. The National Congress of
Honduras has approved the Animal Welfare Act for the protection and welfare
of animals in regulating their exploitation in business and events. The law
includes banning dog fights, associated with cruel dog breeding and dog theft.
Penalties are from three to six years in prison and fines for the ill treatment
and abandonment of animals. The law also regulates practices such as animal
transport, experimentation and factory farming, which were previously
unregulated.The Animal Rights Society of Honduras (Sociedad Animalista
de Honduras) was founded in July 2014 and the new bill represents a huge
success for the group.A spokesperson said,“We hope that other countries join
Honduras in prohibiting the use of animals in circuses and all kinds of shows
and cruel festivals. More information: http://www.animalequality.net/node/774.
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SAFE FOR ANIMALS has announced the biggest victory for animals in
New Zealand.The campaigning organisation says that, after a five-year phaseout period, sow stalls are finally banned.The milestone was reached “…after
a long and hard-fought campaign, the highlight of which was a 2009 expose
on current affairs show Sunday featuring undercover footage of pregnant
sows suffering in their stalls.” The resulting public outcry led to many more
media stories, further exposing the suffering of factory-farmed pigs. This
pressurised the government into announcing the phase-out of sow stalls.
Safe for Animals, New Zealand: http://www.safe.org.nz/.
THE LEAGUE AGAINST CRUEL SPORTS exposes the cruelty and
devastation to wildlife in Britain’s ‘canned hunting’ industry in its new report:
The Case Against Bird Shooting.The League states that 100,000 birds are killed
every day during the shooting season. In addition it cites: ‘…the senseless
massacre of wildlife on a massive scale, dubious financial claims and significant
animal welfare abuses.’
The report challenges the notion of the shooting of pheasants, partridges
and grouse as a ‘wholesome traditional sport providing free range game for
the pot’. Instead it describes a huge factory farming industry which has a
massive impact on both the birds and millions of other animals, from birds
of prey to hares and domestic pets.
Key points from the report include:
• Game bird suffering: On average, over 100,000 birds are shot and
killed each day during the shooting season; many are dumped when
killed – ‘it’s one for the pit, not one for the pot’; 40 per cent of birds shot
are wounded, not killed outright.
• Wildlife massacre: 200 wild and domestic animals are snared every
hour to ‘protect’ game birds; mountain hares and hen harriers are
targeted by game keepers. Both are now threatened with extinction.
• Environmental destruction: The total weight of birds released to be
shot each year is greater than weight of all native birds combined; burning
grouse moors pollutes rivers, contributes to climate change and can lead
to urban flooding.
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• Overstated economics: Game estates receive government subsidies
under agri-environment schemes; a shotgun licence costs £50 but costs
£200 to process, leading to £19m annual cost to taxpayer.
The League Against Cruel Sports is calling for an independent review into
the commercial shooting industry. It is also calling for outright bans on
breeding cages for game birds, on the live transport of game birds and on
the manufacture, sale and use of snares used to trap other wildlife deemed
‘predators’ to the game birds.
The primitive design of a snare means it garrottes its victims, often leading
to a painful, slow death. Snares are often found on shooting estates, were
gamekeepers attempt to control animals deemed to be a ‘pest’, and that are
perceived to threaten the success of the shooting on the estate. Read the
report on: http://www.league.org.uk/our-campaigns/shooting.
THE UK’S NATIONAL WILDLIFE CRIME UNIT (NWCU) has
won a late reprieve from closure after the government announced new
funding. The specialist unit tackles wildlife crime from the killing of birds of
prey and poaching of deer in the UK to the smuggling of endangered reptiles,
birds and elephant ivory across the globe.
It was set to close at the end of March, but environment minister Rory
Stewart, in a statement to Parliament, announced funding for a further four
years. He said, “In recognition of the important contribution the unit makes
to tackling wildlife crime, both at home and abroad, I can confirm that
Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) and Home Office
ministers have agreed (to) each provide funding of £136,000 a year for the
next four financial years. This will give the unit significant financial stability
and enable their vital work to continue until at least 2020.”
Stewart also said Defra would provide up to £29,000 a year for four years
for specific work to tackle wildlife crime carried out online – a growing area
of activity.The overall funding of the unit will remain at the same level as before.
Chief Inspector Martin Sims, who leads the unit, where most of the staff
faced losing their jobs, said: “I am really please it is a longer term settlement,
which gives us stability and allows us to continue to deliver the fight against
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wildlife crime.” The previous settlement only covered two years.
Dominic Dyer, policy adviser for the Born Free Foundation and CEO of
the Badger Trust, said: “For the government to waste over £25m killing
badgers but refuse to find less than £500,000 to fund the NWCU to tackle
wildlife crime would have been a national disgrace.”
In addition to money from Defra and the Home Office, the NWCU also
receives funds from the National Police Chiefs Council, the Scottish
government and the Northern Ireland administration, almost all of which
has been confirmed.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
QCA WOULD LIKE TO WARMLY THANK our members Edna
Mathieson and Joan How, who this quarter, relinquish their posts on the
Committee as Outreach & Liaison and Membership Secretary, respectively.
Edna and Joan have each made considerable contributions to the running of
our organisation. Interfaith representative, Rev Feargus O’Connor, is also
stepping down after many years of faithful service on the Committee.
Feargus continues as Chair of the Animal Interfaith Alliance, of which QCA
is a member organisation. We thank Edna, Joan and Feargus for friendship
and service and their ongoing dedication to the cause of animal protection.
JULIE HINMAN, who is QCA representative at Worthing Meeting, joins
the QCA Committee at the next AGM. Julie became vegetarian in her mid
twenties, gradually learning more about other issues such as the conditions
in which farmed and laboratory animals were kept. Into that came her
interest in Buddhism and its teachings that all life is connected and to harm
is to self harm. She now continues her journey into veganism.
Julie says, “People like me, who may not be able to do the ‘big stuff’ of animal
protection, find we are able to take opportunities we come across
in everyday life in order to create greater awareness of animal issues.” Among
other actions, she has persuaded a local hotel to stop serving foie gras, and
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contacted a company selling vitamin D tablets who replied saying they would
redesign their label to state their product was vegetarian. “For me, all
the exploitation and abuse of animals by humans can be traced back to the
same causes of greed, fear, ignorance and attraction to power and violence.This
has to be challenged whatever form it takes.”
THANK YOU TO ALL MEMBERS who completed and returned our
Quaker Concern for Animals membership survey. The number of
responses was up significantly from the last survey in 2009, which in itself, is
heartening.
In addition to valuable feedback on the set questions, we received excellent
suggestions to help inform our programme of work on your behalf and on
behalf of animals, ranging from how we might leverage existing Quaker
bodies and structures to promote animal causes. We are grateful for your
messages of encouragement and the personal and spiritual insights that some
of you shared.
On reviewing these, together with the extensive comments also provided,
the Committee concludes with confidence that while the membership sees
value in all of the activities QCA undertakes, QCA’s core responsibility is
the fostering of greater awareness of animal issues (animal protection, animal
spiritual status) across the Religious Society of Friends.
We will therefore be looking closely at our online presence in the months
ahead, particularly our website, to ensure we are representing our concern
to non-QCA Friends as effectively as possible, as well as seeking ways to
drive more traffic to our site and Facebook page. We will continue to
promote the animal protection cause with Britain Yearly Meeting and Friends
abroad at every useful opportunity. It was clear from the survey results just
how good a tool the QCA Newsletter is; the recent appointment of Ann
Johnson as Editor and increased investment will help us realise its potential
to an even greater degree.
Specific observations and questions you provided can be found on the
QCA website: http://quaker-animals.co.uk/2016/02/results-of-the-2015-qcamembers-survey/.
Thom Bonneville, Muswell Hill Meeting
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EVENTS
Every Sunday at 5pm: Meditation for non-human animals. Quaker
Concern for Animals holds an interfaith or no faith meditation for
named/unnamed non-human animals. Wherever we live, we hold them all in
healing love and light. More details on http://www.quaker-animals.co.uk

APRIL
April 3-6 – Zoo Awareness Weekend, organisers: Captive Animal
Protection Society (CAPS). Nationwide demonstrations, stalls and
collections. http://www.captiveanimals.org/ zoo-awareness-weekend-2015
April 9 – Irish Vegan Festival, Ulster Hall, 34 Bedford St, Belfast.
https://www.vegansociety.com/
April 18 – London Animal Charities Fair, Human Rights Action Centre,
New Yard Inn, London. Hosted by the London Animals Asia Support Group.
Animal protection and campaigning groups under one roof. Amnesty
International’s cafe will be serving vegan and vegetarian snacks.
http://animalsasialondon.org/
April 16 – The Badger Trust AGM, Adlington Hall, Macclesfield, 10am4pm. ‘Working Together’. Contact: http://badger.org.uk/

MAY
May 7 – QCA Annual General Meeting, Friends House, 173 Euston
Road, London – see AGM notice.
May 21 – ASWA Annual General Meeting, 11am, St Michael’s, Chester
Square, London SW1. Guest speaker: Brett Cochrane, group head of science,
Dr Hadwen Trust. http://www.aswa.org.uk
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May 21-22 – Vegfest Bristol, http://bristol.vegfest.co.uk/
May 27-30 – Britain Yearly Meeting, Friends House, 173 Euston Road,
London NW1 2BJ. Visit the QCA stand at the Sunday fair.
May 28 – Manchester Vegan Fair,
http://veganorganic.net/ manchester-vegan-fair/

Chorlton

Irish

Club.

JUNE
June 4 – London Animal Free Festival, Camden Centre, London. Organised
by Farplace Animal Rescue. http://www.londonanimalfreefestival.com/
June 25-2 July – Badger Trust National Badger Week Campaign 2016.Will
end with a family carnival march celebrating badgers in Stafford on Saturday
2 July. If you would like to hold an event contact Emily Lawrence on 07702
646820 or emilyjlawrence@btinternet.com
June 26 – Walk for Whales organised by Whale and Dolphin Conservation
UK. From nine locations across the UK in: Birmingham, Blackpool, Brighton,
Hunstanton, Loch Lomond, London, Manchester, Scarborough, Weymouth.
Contact: walkforwhales@whales.org or 01249 449 500.

JULY
July 10 – North East Vegan Festival (NEVfest) Metro Radio Arena,
Newcastle. http://www.northeastveganfestival.co.uk/

43

Quaker Concern for Animals

MEMBERSHIP: HOW TO JOIN QUAKER
CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
In our recent membership survey, members expressed the hope QCA would
seek to raise our profile within the Society.We are therefore inviting Meetings
to join for the sum of £20 pa.
Individual membership costs £15 or £10 (usual concessions). Please send
your cheque for £15 or £10 (usual concessions) or £20 for Meetings to:
Membership Secretary, Jane Stanley, Quaker Concern for Animals, C/O
Sutton Coldfield Quaker Meeting House, Kenelm Road, Sutton Coldfield
B73 6HD.
Cheques should be made payable to Quaker Concern for Animals.
Please don’t send cash. If you wish to pay by standing order, we can send
you details.You can also contact us via the QCA website.
It would help, in the case of your being a new member, if you would say how
you first came to hear about Quaker Concern for Animals.
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COMMITTEE OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
2015-2016
Clerks:
Treasurer:
Membership:
Outreach and Liaison:
Website/Facebook:
Interfaith:
Development:
Newsletter:
Scientific Advisor:

Viktoria Nealis, Thom Bonneville
Jane Stanley
Jane Stanley
Edna Mathieson
Louise van der Hoeven, luluvanhoe@yahoo.co.uk
Feargus O’Connor
Thom Bonneville
Ann Johnson, ann.john377@btinternet.com
Angela Walder
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Oscar
is standing on three feet, his front
fourth paw tucked under his chest.
He looks like he’s posing for a portrait,
scenting the air like that, the model dog
poised for action or
Plato’s perfect dog,
fallen from the Realm of Forms.
And all because of two girls
coming down the lane,
one in a sun hat.
Fiona Owen, Holyhead Meeting
https://fionaowen.wordpress.com/
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Quaker Concern for Animals witnesses to the divine in all creation
and works for the protection of animals and the promotion of their rights.
We are committed to the defence of our fellow species,
whilst appealing to that of God in everyone.

Embroidery by Jennifer Gray
Machine Embroidery, Technique and Design (Batsford)

Leatherback turtle hatchling, French Guiana. © Greenpeace/Jacques Fretey
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QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 21 May 2016 Friends’ House, 173-177 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ
10.30

Welcome

11-11.15

Meeting for Worship

11.15-12.00 Annual General meeting
12-1.00

Forum:Your campaign news and contributions on areas of concern
are valued.

1-1.45

Lunch – Your own picnic or please support the FH café (buy early
to avoid queues!)

2.00 pm

This year our guest speaker is Geoff Tansey who will talk on food
issues including the impact of rearing livestock on climate change,
marketing pressure on humans to eat meat and the patenting of life
forms. Geoff is an honorary research fellow in the Department of
Peace Studies at Bradford University and at the Centre for Rural
Economy, Newcastle University. He has worked on various
agricultural development projects in countries including Turkey,
Albania, Mongolia and Kazakhstan.As a writer he has travelled widely
and contributed to specialist magazines and newspapers and various
journals. He co-edited with Tasmin Rajotte the award-winning, The
Future Control of Food: A Guide to International Negotiations and Rules
on Intellectual Property, Biodiversity and Food Security. In 2005, he won
one of the six Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust ‘Visionaries for a
Just and Peaceful World’ awards. http://tansey.org.uk

4-4.15pm

Meeting for Worship and close

MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO ALL OR PART OF THE
PROGRAMME. NON-MEMBERS ARE INVITED FROM 12.00PM ONWARDS
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Crows
hobo crows
promenade
tick-tack-toe
upstart crew
darting eyes
hop strut gleam
unsettle
litter bins
splapdash chips
broken black
umbrella
rebel birds
crows provoke
flights of wild
raffish hope
Pam Hughes © (1942 – 2008. Pam was a member of Seaford Meeting)

Lookout, Seaford Beach, Ann Johnson

One of 22 donkeys rescued from a brick kiln now living at Animal Rahat, India

