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QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS AGM 2009

On Saturday May 30th. 2009 at Friends’ House, members of QCA attended for Worship, the 
Business Meeting and we welcomed our new committee member, Vickie Nealis.

We heard two presentations, detailed below.

 Farm Animal Welfare: Right thought and right action ~

by Dr. John F. Webster, Emeritus Professor at Bristol University

Dr. Webster quoted Thomas Carlisle, who stated that right thought is good but also necessary 
is right action.   He posed the question, ‘Whatever happened to husbandry?’, pointing out 
that traditional peasant farming was poor but sustainable, in that cows and sheep gathered 
their own food from available sources, while pigs and poultry were scavengers.   Factory 
farming began when the farms became mechanised and received subsidies, leading to intensive 
production methods – and this in turn had negative implications for animal welfare, and led 
to disease and pollution.

Dr. Webster agreed that factory farming had resulted in food being available all year round, 
but among the serious downsides are the facts that there has been a loss of respect for animals, 
great harm has been done to wildlife, rural community life has been damaged or killed – and 
intensive farming is unsustainable.   The intensification of dairy farming has led to people 
going out of business - the price of a bottle of fizzy water is twice that of a bottle of milk.   

A reiterated point was that there just is not enough food and fossil fuels to go round – that 
is, if everyone is to have a Western style diet.   However, Dr. Webster was hopeful that the 
increasing price of food, plus the demand for fossil fuels, will force the industry to improve.

Dr. Webster said that from the animals’ point of view, the main thing was that they be fit and 
happy with a life worth living and absence of suffering.   For this reason he had devised what 
is now known as the Five Freedoms - the freedom from hunger and thirst; from discomfort; 
from pain, injury or disease; to express normal behaviour; and freedom from fear and distress.

Recognition that animals are sentient beings is equivalent to agreeing that ‘they have feelings 
that matter’, and suffering occurs when an animal cannot cope with unpleasant feelings.   
In fact, suffering and pleasure are defined by the capacity to feel, not think, and we should 
therefore respect the lives of all animals. We were told about Cordelia, his family’s ‘rescue 
rat’, and definitely a rat of character, and he stressed that rats, chimpanzees and all other 
creatures were deserving of the same care and respect.

A good farming system allows the animals freedom of choice – which is a luxury that, for 
instance, sows in sow stalls do not have.   On the other hand, free range - when it really is 
free range - is enabling the farmers to once again feel pride in their farming.   The uncaring 
treatment of factory-farmed animals is not due, Dr. Webster felt, to cruelty, but to lack of 
empathy with the animals.   Once the nature of sentience is recognised, then empathy and 
animal welfare follows.

Voluntary animal welfare schemes are important, and also the redirection of subsidies 
towards environmental food production and animal welfare.   We should also be aware 
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that it is important not just how we house the animals but how we breed them.   It should 
be considered an act of cruelty to breed animals in such a way as to render them liable to 
suffering – and here Dr. Webster cited broiler hens and bulldogs as obvious examples.   He 
said that this should be within the remit of DEFRA to put right, but they are not interested.

Some of the worst insults in animal farming are wreaked on the dairy cow, who suffers 
appallingly from constant pregnancies, having her calves taken away at birth, heavy milk 
production, mastitis.   She is exhausted and killed at the age of four or five years, whereas 
her natural lifespan could be twenty-five years. On welfare grounds, it is more important not 
to drink milk than not to eat beef.

It should be possible to produce food without animal suffering, in other words returning to 
good stewardship.   This would also reconnect the citizens to the land.   He reminded us 
that we cannot go on eating food of animal origin at the current rate.   Eating less food of 
animal origin is also better for the animals, better for us, better for the farmers, and, for the 
environment, it is the only option.

He encouraged us with this Mencius quotation:  “The path of duty lies in what is near.  Go 
for it one step at a time.”

~ Sonia Waddell.

John Webster’s talk, and questions put to him afterwards, can be heard on our site. http://
www.quaker-animals.org.uk

Go to AGM at the top of the Welcome Page, which will take you to the London Quakers 
site. Many thanks to our member Thom Bonneville for this service.

End all cruelty to humans and other animals ~

Peter Tatchell argues that animal rights and human rights are two-sides of the same cause: 
the quest to diminish suffering and to create a cruelty-free world.

Animal Liberation (1975) by Peter Singer is probably one of the most important books of 
the last 100 years. Why? Because it expands our moral horizons beyond our own species 
and is thereby major evolution in ethics. Singer was not the first philosopher to articulate 
the concept of animal rights. Over 200 years ago, Jeremy Bentham argued that many other 
species experience pain similar to human pain and that a “day may come when the rest of 
the animal creation may acquire those rights which never could have been withholden from 
them but by the hand of tyranny.” He proposed that the capacity to suffer, not the ability to 
reason, should confer on other creatures the right to be spared pain. Nor is Singer the last 
or most provocative thinker to the advance the rights of animals. With a glowing preface by 
African American author Alice Walker, Marjorie Spiegel’s book, The Dreaded Comparison 
– human and animal slavery (1988), compares the enslavement of animals on farms and in 
medical laboratories with the enslavement of black Americans. 
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Even more shocking, in his essay Can the Treatment of Animals Be Compared to the 
Holocaust? (2006), David Sztybel suggests that despite some obvious differences, the mass 
slaughter of animals is ethically analogous to the Holocaust in the scale of suffering involved, 
and that there are significant similarities between the human abuse of fellow animals and the 
Nazi abuse of fellow humans.

It was not until 1983 that I read Animal Liberation. Singer was the first person I had come 
across who voiced animal rights as a coherent moral philosophy and as a liberation movement 
on par with the freedom struggles of women, black and gay people. 

He argued that the abuse of animals was motivated and justified by speciesism – a notion of 
human supremacism which presupposes that the intelligence and technological mastery of 
our species gives us the right to oppress and exploit other species, regardless of the suffering 
caused. He proposed that speciesism is a form of oppression, comparable with racism, 
misogyny and homophobia.

Singer identified sentience, including the capacity to experience pleasure and pain, as the 
common bond that unites animals, human and non-human. It follows logically, as well as 
ethically, that if sentient human beings have a right to be spared physical and psychological 
suffering then this right should be extended to sentient non-human animals that share our 
capacity to suffer. Their abuse in farming, sport, entertainment and medical research involves 
the violation of their right, as fellow sentients, to not suffer pain and distress.

Singer’s philosophical framework linked together, in one seamless whole, the moral basis 
for both animal rights and human rights: if thinking, feeling beings have a right to be spared 
pain, we have a duty to oppose the abuse of both humans and other animal species.

In Singer’s moral universe, cruelty is barbarism, whether it is inflicted on human or non-
human animals. The campaigns for animal rights and human rights therefore share the same 
fundamental aim: a gentler, kinder world, based on compassion and without suffering.

These ideas were eye-openers. I had previously only ever understood the issue in terms of 
animal welfare and the prevention of cruelty. My response? I phased out eating meat, ditched 
my leather jacket and began rethinking my politics.

I had long been a left-wing socialist and had embraced the green agenda. Singer’s focus 
on the right to be spared suffering reminded me: socialism, environmentalism and other 
emancipatory political ideas are not ends in themselves. Although progressive ideologies 
and social systems are valuable enablers of liberation, they are merely a means to an end, 
which is to maximise happiness and minimise misery.

Abuses such as factory farming and anti-Semitism are wrong because they cause suffering, 
not for theoretical or ideological reasons. The same is true of imperialism, war, discrimination, 
unemployment, vivisection, slum housing, racism, and climate destruction. They result in 
pain, which is why ending them is moral and necessary.

From Singer’s animal rights philosophy I extracted a renewed understanding that the ultimate 
aim of all progressive politics should be to halt physical and mental suffering. Losing sight of 
this aim led to left-wing horrors like Stalinism, where liberty was sacrificed, terror excused 
and suffering rationalised for the sake of the bigger, ideological goal of socialism. Too often 
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the left (and the right) is consumed by grandiose abstract ideas and political objectives, 
forgetting what ought to be its raison d’être: love, compassion and a world where no being, 
strong or weak, suffers.

Peace, justice and liberty are right because they end the pain of war, injustice and tyranny, 
not because of any intellectual theory or reasoning. Singer led me to realise anew that the 
real test of progressive politics is very simple: does it decrease suffering?

• Peter Tatchell is the Green Party parliamentary candidate for Oxford East. He is patron 
of Animal Aid and the Captive Animals Protection Society.

For more information about his human rights and animal rights campaigns: www.
petertatchell.net

There is no difference between the pain of humans and the pain of other living 
beings, since the love and tenderness of the mother for the young are not produced 
by reasoning but by feeling, and this faculty exists not only in humans but in most 
living beings.  

~ Rabbi Moses ben Maimon (1135–1204)

Jewish philosopher and theologian, codifier of the Talmud.   

COMMITTEE NEWS

We would like to introduce and welcome our new committee member Viktoria Nealis, who 
lives in London. Vickie has for 17 years been a Special Needs teacher and Co-ordinator at a 
primary school, with responsibility for Child Protection. 

She has been involved as Group Co-ordinator for Walthamstow Age Link Group for 14 years 
and, over the past year, East London Organising Secretary for Age Link, taking groups of 
elderly people out for tea at peoples’ homes, or to places of interest, once a month.

Over the years Vickie has become increasingly more involved with animal welfare.

She says: “Sometimes I cannot understand how lovely people who adore their companion 
animals can still eat other creatures, yet I have to stop myself and remember that I was once 
at their point of consciousness and remind myself not to be so judgemental.

I have belonged to the Sathya Sai Baba Organisation since 1995, which is a spiritual service 
(“seva” in Sanskrit) organisation. Through his teachings I confidently began to walk my 
spiritual path and establish a loving relationship with God. My life has been transformed.  
Through “Swami” I am involved with other voluntary work, including with North London 
Action for the Homeless at a local Drop-in Centre.

I trained as a spiritual healer in 2003 attending healing sessions at Bow Church, in the City 
of London.

I started going to Stoke Newington Quaker Meeting in January 2006. I found an inclusiveness 
and acceptance of my spiritual beliefs, which seemed missing in Church. However, I no 
longer attend any meeting.”  
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We are delighted to have the support of such a pro-active member!

We regretfully say goodbye to Sally Fisher, of Cambridge. She has been a helpful and valued 
committee member since 2005, but it is now difficult for her to find the necessary time to 
participate further. We thank Sally and wish her all the best for her future endeavours.

FRIENDLY NEWS

HEALING MEDITATION GROUP

F/friends may be interested to hear about the formation of a group healing meditation held 
each Sunday at 5pm.

I was moved to suggest this connection via email following information about a Siberian 
tiger named Tony who has been incarcerated in the United States in a bare concrete cage 
for the last 15 years. Tony has light aimed at him 24 hours a day and is situated at a petrol 
station for the entertainment of customers.

I emailed Friend Ann and suggested we connect at 5pm, hold Tony in the Light and send 
Love, Light, Healing and Power for good, seeing Tony’s cage opening and him being released 
into a sanctuary. Ann liked this and emailed several other people, as I did, and within a very 
short time we have a circle of people all joining us at 5pm every Sunday. Sending healing 
as an individual is powerful, but linking with a group is awesome.

We have now added other suffering animals to this meditation.

If this appeals to you, welcome, please join in, just find a quiet place even for a few minutes 
and link up.

~ Elizabeth Rowland-Elliott, Southport Local Meeting. 

lizbethreiki@yahoo.co.uk

A GATHERING OF PAINTINGS AND POEMS

QCA committee member Ann Johnson, who designed the latest ‘Hope’ QCA leaflet and 
postcard, is holding an exhibition of her paintings at the HOP Gallery in Lewes, East Sussex 
in November. Ann will be showing new work alongside the poems of QCA member Fiona 
Owen, with whom she has collaborated on a collection of ‘poemcards’. The cards depict 
one of Ann’s images on the front and a poem by Fiona on the inside. Ann says: “I have been 
an admirer of Fiona’s work for some time and have tried to respond to some of her poems 
through my paintings. The results appear on the cards.” Fiona is a published poet and more 
information about her work can be found on:  www.rhwng.com
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The exhibition will also feature poems by Seaford Friend Pam Hughes, together with the 
collection of poemcards that Pam and Ann produced shortly before Pam’s death in August 
2008. The exhibition, entitled ‘Gathering’ runs from 6 - 17 November at the Hop Gallery, 
Star Brewery, Castle Ditch Lane, Lewes, East Sussex, telephone 01273 487744, www.
hopgallery.com.

Members of Quaker Concern for Animals are most welcome to visit. To see examples of 
Ann’s paintings visit: www.annjohnsonartist.co.uk

The poemcards are also available from the shop at Woodbrooke.

Rock Fancies Movement

Rock fancies the movement of bird: the flap
of wings, the lift off, the flight. Rock
fancies taking great strides across pasture,
feeling light among buttercups. Rock
likes to ponder the prospect of stretch
and run, the notions of fast and feather-weight.

Sometimes,
after a big build up,
rock manages a moment of budge.
It comes as a shock, bouncing the Richter scale.
Roads rip, rivers rise. The valley thudders in surprise.
Rock wants to join in the celebrations, but grin has set into gorge.

Rock pauses.
~ Fiona Owen ©

WORK FOR CHILDREN’S MEETINGS

Journeys in the Spirit, the monthly free pack of themed activities for Children’s Meetings, 
was first issued in 2007 and by March 09 a thousand subscribers were signed up, some from 
overseas.

The theme of the August issue was animal welfare and rights. To complement the work 
completed among Friends on the Good Egg scheme – see below - the plight of laying hens 
was featured.

If you are interested and your Meeting does not yet subscribe to Journeys in the Spirit, please 
contact Chris Nickolay at Friends’ House:

chrisn@quaker.org.uk  or 020 7663 1000 



9

Harmony at Edgar’s Mission sanctuary in Australia. 

www.edgarsmission.org.au

FRIENDS’ HOUSE “A GOOD EGG”

On May 14 09, Philip Lymbery, Chief Executive of Compassion in World Farming, the 
leading farm animal welfare charity, welcomed winners of the Good Egg Award, and guests, 
to a House of Commons ceremony which marks a remarkable achievement: Europe-wide, 
more than one billion eggs per year are now laid by cage-free hens.

A significantly important advance for us is that Friends’ House has achieved a Good Egg.

This award is now in its third year. Sales of free range and barn-kept eggs made up 61% of 
the £700.000.000 UK retail shell egg industry from 2007-2008.

However, over two-thirds of the 300 million laying hens in Europe, are currently housed 
in battery cages. The conventional cage will be banned in 2012, but the so-called enriched 
cage offers little welfare improvement.

The UK awards were presented by Rosie Boycott, Chair of London Food, Penelope Keith, 
actress and patron of Compassion; Angela E. Smith MP, PPS to the Prime Minister, who 
has for many years been a friend to the animals, attended to support the event, which was 
sponsored by the Independent newspaper.
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Some of Britain’s best known companies –, Debenhams, John Lewis, Virgin Trains, Little 
Chef, as well as the BBC, Channel 4, the British Library, the Universities of Sussex and 
Winchester – are now recipients of the award, having committed to sourcing only eggs from 
cage-free hens – free range, barn-kept or organic.

In April at celebrations in the Eiffel Tower, 70 European companies from 17 countries also 
received their Good Egg awards.

To win a Good Egg award, Friends House has committed to using only free range eggs in 
all the products served to staff, Friends and visiting customers. To achieve this award meant 
every product had to be carefully checked and in many cases changed. Deputy Hospitality 
Manager Adam Pannell ensured that we achieved the criteria required to be eligible. 

We are to date the only religious building to have been given a Good Egg award and also 
attending the ceremony were Marian Hussenbux and Feargus O’Connor, representing Quaker 
Concern for Animals, who first brought this to our attention.

We hope that other Meetings and individual Friends will follow Friends’ House’s lead and 
will also pledge to go cage - free.

Meeting Houses might use cage - free eggs when bringing food to share, or, where catering 
is available, use only cage - free eggs and products. On a personal basis, Friends might buy 
cage - free eggs. 
All the Quaker Centres that run residential courses and conferences will be approached to 
see if we could all be cage - free by next year. 

For the full list of winners, please visit: http://www.goodeggawards.com

~ Paul Grey, Head of Hospitality, Friends’ House.

Paul accepts the Good Egg from Rosie Boycott
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BRITAIN YEARLY MEETING GATHERING
For all the silent creatures and rooted things – we hear your cry.

This was a message a Friend at BYM Gathering had stuck onto the Comment Wall. It was 
conspicuous by being apparently the only one on this subject. So I added my contribution 
underneath:

“The theme of BYM Gathering is Creating Community: Creating Connections.
Let us create a connection with all living beings – they are God’s creatures too.”

On Thursday, July 30, I ran a stall for QCA; the organisers thoughtfully placed our table 
right by the café area in the Exhibition Hall of the University of York – and outside was the 
lake full of birds. 

Over the day, quite a few Friends and Attenders stopped by, took information and bought cards 
– I talked to people from Edinburgh, Sheffield, London, Southport, several Bristol Meetings, 
Lewes, Oxford, mid Wales… It was lovely to meet again our members Bill Palethorpe, who 
helped me out as promised, Helen Porter and Lorna Thompson.

In the lunch hour, I had booked to give a talk about our work, which, yet again inspired by 
Meister Eckhart, I entitled So Full of God is Every Creature. This was attended by some 
15 people, all very interested in our work. I talked about the groups we supported, our AGM 
speakers, our interfaith links, the peace initiative and promoted the Interfaith Celebration 
and Remembrance Day services. 

I was happy to meet for the first time Jean Stephens and Bal Saini of The Friends’ Vegetarian 
Society, with whom we shall be building up a stronger link.
~Marian Hussenbux.

Thanks to our Ffriend Tony Weekes of South Belfast Friends, QCA promotional leaflets 
were also displayed at IRELAND YEARLY MEETING in July 09.

Friends Overseas: Minute 15.2 of the Central 

and Southern Africa Yearly meeting of 2006

Concern for non-human animals – Do we recognize the suffering imposed on non-human 
animals by human animals in the flesh and milk industry; in vivisection laboratories; in using 
them for power and entertainment, and in the taking of their natural habitat? Given that non-
human animals are utterly powerless to resist this oppression, how is our Society called to act? 

This now forms part of the Central and Southern Africa Yearly Meeting Quaker Faith and 
Practice.

Slavery today

Recently Hadijatou Mani, a woman from Niger, won a legal case against her own government 
for failing to protect her from slavery. The Ecowas Court of Justice handed down the judgment 
reminding us that slavery is alive and well and for many all over the world it is the daily 
reality of their existence.
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Folami (not her real name) is confined in a small building with other young slaves. She looks 
confused and afraid. She does not know her biological father and was taken from her mother 
when she was about a year old. When the time comes she will be used to bear new slaves 
although her wishes about this use of her body will not be taken into account. 

It is difficult to say exactly how much she misses her mother as she is unable to verbalise 
her feelings but everything suggests she misses her desperately. All Folami’s social links 
have been shattered and those faces she once recognised as family have been taken out of 
her life for ever. It is even possible she will be sold on to another owner and have to begin 
a totally new life -yet again. Whatever the case, the length of her life is certain to be very 
much shorter than if she were free.

When she does eventually bear her children they will not count as belonging to her but to her 
“owner” who will possess them as his right, to do with as he wishes. It is extremely unlikely 
she will be saved from her fate by an international outcry and the UN has no mandate to protect 
her. She cannot be helped by a court of law as she is not legally recognized as a person but 
only as property. It has always been this way for slaves, from Aristotle’s time right through 
to antebellum United States and for many it is still the case today. 

There are several types of slavery but the crucial condition is the ownership of one being by 
another. Aristotle made it clear that a slave is a tool which is there to be used. Other criteria 
include loss of liberty, loss of identity, lack of personal protection, no significant agency and 
the obliteration of family structures. 

For Marx it was the labour of the working class which created wealth in society but this 
unsurprisingly fails to take into account the invisible working class; the one whose members 
today suffer total oppression and endless abuse; that class which is constituted by nonhuman 
animals. 

These billions of our fellow travelers are only the most recent generation of long lines of 
enslaved ancestors reaching back ten thousand years. The practice is so much a part of our 
common sense that we even fail to recognize their enslavement for what it is. Many people 
believe we have an inalienable right, even a religious obligation, to use them for whatever 
purposes we chose. 

At this very moment, nonhumans like Folami are being used for traction, transport, entertainment, 
experimentation; and billions of them worldwide, as nothing more than machines whose bodies 
produce flesh or post partum milk or children to be sold for the profit of owners and the oral 
and olfactory pleasures of humans. These are truly powerless individuals and we fail dismally 
the ethical challenge posed by our total physical dominance over them. We fall back on the 
odious argument that our power, gives us the right to do with them as we wish or alternatively, 
and incredibly, that the very reason for their existence is to serve us. Reasoning in this way we 
find alibis for our widespread institutionalized violence against them.

How long can we continue to lie to ourselves and go on stealing the bodies and lives of sentient 
nonhumans while at the same speaking out against slavery and in support of universal rights? 
How long will we go on living as if there is only one species on this planet that matters, that lives 
significant lives, that loves its children, that fears for itself and others and that longs for freedom? 
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~ Les Mitchell, a Friend and associate member of QCA, is a Research Associate of Rhodes 
University in South Africa, but writes here in his personal capacity. This article was published 
in Grocott’s Mail (Grahamstown, South Africa) in February 09.
mitchell@wildcoast.co.za

INTERFAITH INITIATIVES

On April 18 09, at the invitation of our patron Nitin Mehta, founder of The Young Indian 
Vegetarians, I spoke about the work of QCA and a little about the Quaker faith to members 
of the Jain Samaj in Manchester.

The event began with an address and chanting by a Hare Krishna monk from the Manchester 
temple in Moss Side.

Nitin spoke about the positive aspects of a vegetarian/vegan diet – respect and compassion 
for the animals, health benefits, environmental advantages – and we watched the VIVA! 
DVD Not in my Name.

A Finnish vegan spoke about his change of diet – he had even been a hunter in earlier days. He 
and his wife had set up a Vegan Fitness group - his healthy appearance proved that it worked!

The Hare Krishna monk mentioned that he was well acquainted, and felt at home, with 
Quakers. He spoke about cows – considered holy, our mothers – and their support of a cow 
sanctuary in the south of England. He made the point that the bulls work in the traditional 
fashion, and though the cows’ milk is used, the calves are not taken from their mothers. He 
stressed that the intensive method of raising cows was appalling and invited Jains to join in 
setting up another Happy Cow shelter in the northwest.

Lesley Tarleton then received the Mahaveer Award for her thirty years of work for animals 
in the two Freshfields Shelters near Liverpool and in north Wales. She told us how the work 
started – this is described in our newsletter of Autumn 08 under QCA Day in Wales, where 
Lesley was our guest speaker. She has never received an award before. She helps to support 
an animal shelter in Mumbai – also called Freshfields – and when Nitin heard this, he said 
it was karma.

We were made very welcome by the community and I was so pleased to meet up again with 
our member Stuart Hartley from Blackburn. His shaggy dog Bertie delighted the half dozen 
or so young people there – the youngest a boy of 8.

We made a brief visit to the beautiful Jain temple and would like to thank everyone for inviting 
us. We hope that QCA can perhaps work together with the Jain Samaj on an animal event at 
some future date and are indeed participating in their RSPCA Activities Day in September.   
~ Marian Hussenbux.

Jainism is the earliest religion of the universe, originating in India. The word Jina literally 
means “one who has conquered” (inner passions such as desire and hatred). 

Like Buddhism, Jainism developed at a time when people were questioning the established 
norms of social conduct and religious ideology.

Jains do not believe in a creator, a god who punishes or rewards. Instead, the emphasis is 
on human responsibility, with each individual soul being responsible for its own spiritual 
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progress. Jainism teaches equality of all souls, regardless of creed, caste or gender.

The basic principles stress non-violence – ahimsa – care for life in all its forms and many-
facetedness – anekantavada – which affirms that reality can be viewed from a number of 
different perspectives.

Ahimsa and vegetarianism are the most widely known of the principles, familiar to many 
through the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi.

We are born with nothing and die with nothing, but only our good karmas come with us.

QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS AND THE PEACE MOVEMENT

There will come soft rains

There will come soft rains and the smell of the ground,
And swallows calling with their shimmering sound;

And frogs in the pools singing at night,
And wild-plum trees in tremulous white;

Robins will wear their feathery fire
Whistling their whims on a low fence-wire;

And not one will know of war, not one
Will care at last when it is done.

Not one would mind, neither bird nor tree,
If mankind perished utterly;

And Spring herself, when she woke at dawn
Would scarcely know that we were gone.

Sara Teasdale, 1920 – from the anthology Scars Upon My Heart.

The Movement for the Abolition of War (MAW)

Formed in 2001, it is dedicated to building a culture of peace that believes that war is not 
inevitable. MAW promotes peace education, and a global vision of peace and security based 
on justice maintained through arbitration and law. 

It is a member organisation of the International Peace Bureau (Geneva).

MAW holds annual Peace History Conferences at the Imperial War Museum. On each 
Remembrance Sunday the Museum hosts the MAW Remembrance Day lectures.  Past 
speakers have included Martin Bell OBE and Baroness Helena Kennedy.  This year’s speaker 
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will be Dr Mark Levene of Southampton University and Director of the Climate Change 
and Violence Project.

Further details of MAW’s activities and the other organisations with which it works are 
available on the website. Visit www.abolishwar.org.uk

Quaker Concern for Animals, at the suggestion of our committee member Joan Court, who 
has links with Bruce Kent, has affiliated to MAW. We have their permission to reprint the 
piece below which appeared in their newsletter Abolish War in Autumn 2007.

“Among the innocents we should remember in November are the millions of animals that took 
part in and died for our political failures. In 2004 a new monument appeared in London - the 
Animals in War Memorial, inspired by Jilly Cooper’s book of the same name. It ‘honours 
the millions of conscripted animals that served, suffered and died alongside British, 
Commonwealth and American forces during 20th century wars and conflicts’ . That doesn’t 
say the half of it. They died in their millions. Like little children they had no understanding 
of war, they only knew the terror and pain of it. It’s believed that in WWI around 8 million 
horses alone died ‘from exposure, starvation and disease while performing their duties’. 
What of all the mules that were used? What of those who were shot, blown up, gassed? 
Millions of carrier pigeons were used (and died) because of their homing instinct. They are 
born to fly home, not to serve in war. As a nation of so-called animal lovers, we talk a lot 
about the loyalty of these animals, and their willingness to serve us. But we so often abuse 
that loyalty, and as the inscription on the memorial says:

They had no choice
The memorial can be found at Brook Gate, Park Lane, on the edge of Hyde Park. Next time 
you pass that way spare a thought for these casualties of war.”

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Speaking up against war is inherent in the Quaker way. We in Quaker Concern for Animals 
extend our commitment to non-violence to other living beings.

Vickie Nealis reported in the Spring 09 newsletter on the 2008 service. In 2009, there will 
again be a Remembrance Day service, led by Pastor James Thompson (the Animal Padre) 
at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday, November 8 at the Animals’ War Memorial in London. This will 
be in the Anglican tradition, and everyone is welcome.

Vickie says:

“I have been in touch with Rev. James Thompson, the Animal Padre, about possible ways 
to get more people to attend this year. I shall be writing to the several charities who were 
among the original donors towards the erection of the Animal Memorial, asking them to 
publish notice of the event in their newsletters.” 
The following event is one which members might like to organise also in other local areas:

Our members Ann Johnson and Bill Palethorpe plan to lay a purple poppy wreath in 
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remembrance of animals in warfare at Eastbourne’s Remembrance Day memorial service on 
November 8 09. Ann and Bill hope the laying of the wreath will raise awareness of animals 
who have lost their lives through human conflict, who continue to serve in the armed forces 
and to be subjected to warfare experiments in laboratories.

They are inviting their Meeting, local animal welfare groups and charities to be 
signatories to the wreath. Interestingly, one or two groups have expressed the 
concern the pair may be organising some kind of animal rights demonstration! 
Greenpeace  dec l ined ,  say ing  the  i s sue  was  “ too  po l i t i ca l”  fo r  them. 
This initial response made Bill and Ann aware of the need to clearly and simply explain who 
they were, to outline their aim, and also to provide some background information regarding 
how non-human animals suffer as victims of war. If, for some reason, Ann and Bill are 
unable to join in the formal ceremony, they will lay their wreath afterwards, which anyone 
is allowed to do. 

About a week before the event, a letter will be sent to the local paper highlighting the action.

More information from: Bill Palethorpe, tel: 01323 411707, (hobdell@fastmail.fm)

or Ann Johnson tel: 01323 644083, (ann.john@inmycloud.net).

The wreaths and single purple poppies will be available to buy from Animal Aid, The 
Old Chapel, Bradford Street, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1AW, telephone 01732 364546. www.
animalaid.org.uk.

In early November 08, Bill highlighted the issue of animals as victims of war by distributing 
purple poppies and the Animal Aid booklet ‘Animals: the hidden victims of war’ at the 
Eastbourne Meeting for Worship.

EUROPE WIDE

SPAIN

In Girona, life has slightly improved for dogs. A local law, made in April 09, now defines 
the obligations of guardians.  Dogs must be walked for 20 minutes every 6 hours if they are 
living in a restricted space, with a potential fine of 100-400 euros for contravention. This 
is partly intended to make the city more pleasant for those who do not keep dogs, as the 
number of domestic animals is increasing exponentially, but the local environmental official 
says their aim is also to make the coexistence of man and animal the most peaceful possible.

Also banned is keeping animals shut up in cars for hours, or left outside. Their waste must 
be picked up, or this will risk a 300 euro fine. 

What strikes the reader is that the animal’s needs are being considered before the guardian’s, 
and this is a new departure. 

Since 1996 also, the registration of companion dogs has been legally required, with a 40 
euro licence fee payable; the dogs must wear identity collars. However, some 40% of the 
3500 dogs are not yet registered. 

Source : Fondation 30 Millions d’Amis.
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BELGIUM

GAIA, Animaux en Péril (Animals in Danger) et la Chaîne Bleue Mondiale (Blue Chain 
Worldwide) are happy to announce the Constitutional Court’s rejection of an appeal against 
the keeping and display of dogs and cats in pet shops in Belgium, a law which came into 
force on January 1 09. This law was not universally observed and there have been many 
complaints on the subject.

They may only be kept at those breeding establishments which satisfy all legal requirements. 
The pet shop owners had asked for a delay of six months, but the Council of State argued 
that the law had been approved in Parliament in 2007, so there had been a year and a half 
to comply. 

The welfare groups are also happy that, to counter the massive sales of sick and unsocialised 
dogs coming from Eastern Europe, the law obliges that puppies from abroad should come 
from breeding establishments which conform to Belgian legal standards. 

Source: GAIA    info@gaia.be, info@animauxenperil.be, contact@bwk-cbm.be 

FRANCE

Charlie Hebdo, the satirical French magazine, is the only French newspaper to host, every 
week since 1993, a column in defence of animals entitled Les Puces (The Fleas). 

Since the writer, Luce Lapin, always has more to say than there is room in the journal, she 
was delighted to be offered space to expand her arguments – carte blanche - on the new web 
site. At first, however, Luce was asked by the editor to soften her stance – something which 
she has never done in Charlie Hebdo.

But suddenly, in February 09, the webmaster presented to Luce the new web home page – 
there, in large print, was «LA PUCE DE LA SEMAINE» - (the Flea of the Week). The little 
sister of «Puces» was born.

The web site, in French, is www.charliehebdo.fr

FURTHER AFIELD - INDIA

Ashima Sharma writes:

People for Animals Ghaziabad chapter has been working in the city for injured, sick, and 
homeless animals for the past six years.

People for Animals is run by Maneka Gandhi, politician and environmentalist and one of 
India’s leading figures in the animal movement. 
Over one hundred injured or abandoned animals are currently living at the shelter. Every 
month, we have to struggle hard to arrange food, medicine, and the salaries of employees, 
providing care for around thirty bulls, twenty-five cows, one hundred dogs, ten donkeys, and 
ten monkeys and a number of rescued wild animals including snakes, mongooses, monkeys, 
langars, pigeons and neelgaye – a kind of deer.

On one occasion, we also stopped a cattle train that was travelling to West Bengal from Kila 
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Raipur Punjab. It was carrying 624 cattle inside, all on their way to be slaughtered. All the 
cows were rescued and sent to registered goshalas (cow shelters). 
As well as all the regular creatures like the dogs, donkeys and others, there have been several 
unusual rescues: two lions and two bears from Great Golden Circus. Also rescued were 
fifteen neelgaye, three other deer, and one elephant. 125 rabbits and twenty-three sheep were 
rescued from Maulana Azad Medical College. Around 100 mice and rats were rescued from 
other testing laboratories. 
From animal performers, 50 monkeys were rescued, and from snake charmers, many snakes 
and mongooses.
A case was filed against the jail superintendent of Ghaziabad, who was charged with killing 
100 pigeons on the jail premises. 
Hundreds of cruelty cases have been filed, both against pet owners and against people who 
persecute stray animals.
 Great care is taken to prevent breeding at the shelter by separating the males and females of 
every species until they can be spayed or neutered.  We are also willing to start a comprehensive 
spay/neuter program, but the clinic does not yet have an adequate supply of electricity. The 
electricity that would be available is far too expensive. For the time being, we’re using a 
generator. For the water supply, we have a bore system.
~Ashima Sharma, managing trustee, PEOPLE FOR ANIMALS GHAZIABAD. UTTAR 
PRADESH, INDIA.      343ashima@gmail.com

The Ghaziabad shelter is one of the groups supported by QCA in February 09.

The Visakha Society for Protection and Care of Animals

Police Cadet Training 

Several groups of young, Andhra Pradesh police cadets (3000 in all), recently attended 
a humane education workshop run by VSPCA. The workshops covered a wide range of 
subjects, from India’s animal welfare laws to the need for aggressive dog and cat birth 
control and humane transport of animals. We were invited to give the workshops by the 
Police Superintendent, N. Sanjay of Anantapur. Many of the cadets had extremely thoughtful 
and empathetic questions and the workshops had a remarkable impact on them. They not 
only pledged to try their hardest to protect animals, many pledged to try and go vegetarian!
N. Sanjay writes: “I explained the importance of care and protection of animals and opined 
that those who take care of animals would also be affectionate and sympathetic towards 
fellow human beings. The VSPCA members enlightened us about animal rights and need 
for care and protection of animals through Power Point presentations, visuals and lectures 
and received appreciation from one and all.”
VSPCA hopes to train another 5000, to bring to a total of 8000 police cadets having their 
eyes opened to help animals. 

Full report and photos at: http://www.vspca.org 

Teachings against cruelty to animals go back thousands of years. Alas, humans are so slow 
to catch on! While stopping cruelty to animals will always be a focus for VSPCA, we are 
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doing so much more: preventing cat and dog overpopulation, promoting species conservation, 
humane education - the list goes on. The Visakha Society for Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals no longer captures our broad mandate. That’s why we’ve changed our name to 
The Visakha Society for Protection and Care of Animals. We are, of course, still VSPCA 
and www.vspca.org. 

~ Thanks to Eileen Weintraub for this report.

SUMMARY OF CIRCUS NEWS

Following a unanimous vote on May 13 09, both wild and domesticated animals will no longer 
be exploited in circuses in Bolivia. http://www.ad-international.org/animals_in_entertainment/
go.php?id=1285&ssi=10.

The government, which seeks to be a leader in Latin America in this matter, wants to put 
an end to the ill treatment linked to the captivity and training of animals – they describe it 
as an act of gratuitous cruelty. The French group One Voice is delighted with this landmark 
decision, which came into force on July 1, and hopes that the French ecology minister will 
take notice: the amendment of the bill on travelling shows in France is nearly complete and 
should be made known soon.

Bolivia now joins Brazil - http://www.stopcircussuffering.com - in passing this compassionate 
law, going further than Austria, which in 2005 banned the exploitation of wild animals, with 
the exception of lions and tigers. Domesticated animals can still be used in circuses. 

In Belgium, only animals bred in captivity can be kept in circuses. Strict regulations have 
been drawn up, notably the size of cages – the result of this is that several Belgian circuses 
have found refuge in France.

In northern Europe, legislation has been in place for some years – Denmark banned the 
keeping of wild animals in circuses in 1991, with the exception of camels, llamas and Asian 
elephants. Finland bans wild animals, excepting seals. Since 1988, Sweden has banned the 
exploitation of wild carnivores, sea lions and walruses but not seals, crocodiles, kangaroos, 
giraffes, rhinoceros, hippopotamus, deer- except reindeer - ostriches, emus, nandous and 
raptors. Norway bans wild cats, bears and all wild animals captured from the wild. 

The EU has also taken measures to limit suffering. Israel will issue no more permits for the 
exploitation of all wild animals in circuses. India has banned shows with tigers, panthers, 
lions, monkeys and bears. Singapore and Costa Rica ban the use of wild animals in all 
travelling circuses. 

~ Thanks to the following groups for permission to compile and reprint this update:

 OneVoice. www.one-voice.fr  

and Animal Defenders International. www.ad-international.org

Meanwhile, back in France…

The national president of the French group SPA, at the end of June 09 contacted the 36, 000 
mayors in France about the deplorable conditions in which animals are kept in travelling 
circuses. SPA has been campaigning against circuses which exploit wild animals for several 
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years now and decided to approach the mayors with their concerns about security first and 
foremost; they reminded them of the accidents which have happened over the past few years 
in the travelling circuses which, in the main, keep animals in captivity illegally and have no 
means of maintaining them properly. 

« How can a lion, tiger or elephant be caged up in a few square metres?... [in] circuses which 
have no security procedures or which keep animals illegally?”

Several mayors have already responded positively, many sharing SPA’s thinking and not 
knowing before this what to do to help. 

If the circus lobby responds, as they think it will, this will open a big debate in the media and 
the public will be made more aware of the hell which circuses are for animals. 
http://www.spa.asso.fr/ 

The Captive

I twined a net; I drove a stake; I laid a glittering bait.
With still of dewfall stepped my prey; cried--and cried too late.

I clutched him by his golden curls: I penned his flutterings,
Secure within a golden cage he beats in vain his wings.

But why is now their beauty gone
From woods where once it happy shone?

Why is my bosom desolate,
When entering in at fall of eve,

I listen at the wicket gate
And hear my captive grieve? 

~ Walter de la Mare  

THE AMERICAS

THE UNITED STATES

In autumn 08, California passed Prop 2, otherwise known as the Prevention of Farm Animal 
Cruelty Act, which will do away with small crates and cages for chickens, calves and pigs.

While Prop 2 won’t go into effect until 2015, its passage is still seen as a victory for farmed 
animals and has led to greater public awareness regarding the ways they are treated, and this 
is leading to changes being made in other states.

In May 09, Maine passed a bill that will ban veal and gestation crates, making it the sixth 
state in the U.S. that doesn’t allow for extreme confinement of farmed animals.

Additionally, similar legislation is pending in other states. Farm Sanctuary is co-ordinating 
requests to representatives in New York, Illinois, Massachusetts and Rhode Island,  asking 
that animals be provided with the simple ability to turn around, stretch and lie down. 
www.farmsanctuary.org
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University animal testing in the US

Campaigners were asked to help end the cruel and unnecessary use of live dogs in the University 
of Michigan’s trauma training course. 20, 000 people took action and were successful - the 
University of Michigan announced that it will use only humane methods.

The University of Oklahoma Medical Center confirmed to PCRM in June 09 that it has 
stopped killing goats in its trauma training course and now employs non-animal training methods.

Last year, PCRM had filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Agriculture citing the 
University of Oklahoma (OU) Medical Center for violating the Animal Welfare Act by using 
goats in its Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) course. After the complaint was filed, 
the medical center obtained the American College of Surgeons (ACS)-approved TraumaMan 
System simulator and is now using it—instead of animals.

OU Medical Center’s wise decision puts additional pressure on Massachusetts General, which 
recently used and killed sheep in its ATLS course.

“The current use of live sheep is a violation of the Animal Welfare Act because educationally 
equivalent nonanimal training methods exist,” wrote PCRM cardiologist John Pippin, M.D.

The Animal Welfare Act’s implementing regulations “require that a principal investigator—
including course instructors—consider alternatives to procedures that may cause more than 
momentary or slight pain or distress to any animal used for research purposes.”

ATLS courses teach procedures designed to respond to acute trauma injuries. These 
procedures include cricothyroidotomy (an incision in the neck to relieve an obstructed airway), 
pericardiocentesis (removing fluid from the sac that surrounds the heart), and chest tube insertion 
(draining blood, fluid, or air to allow the lung to fully expand). But teaching these procedures 
using animals is cruel and ineffective.

According to a study published in the November 2002 edition of the Journal of the American 
College of Surgeons, study participants misplaced 30.2 percent of cricothyroidotomies when 
performing the procedure on live animals, compared with only 3.6 percent when using human 
cadavers. The ACS also previously approved the use of cadavers.

In July, four days after PCRM wrote to ask the University of South Alabama to stop killing 
pigs in its trauma training course, the university contacted PCRM to learn about superior non-
animal training methods. In the latest course, instructors used the TraumaMan System instead 
of live pigs.

PCRM’s ongoing survey of ATLS programs in the United States and Canada has found that 
189 of the 202 programs - more than 90 percent - that have responded exclusively use non-
animal models for instruction. The vast majority of those 189 programs exclusively use the 
TraumaMan System.

These 189 put additional pressure on the remaining programs that are still unnecessarily killing 
live animals in trauma training courses - programs in Connecticut, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, North Dakota, Tennessee, and Texas.

~ QCA has supported PCRM by contacting the universities, including thanking those who 
do take this enlightened step.   www.pcrm.org
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Excellent news on elephants … Thanks to In Defense of Animals (IDA) and their 
members, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) confiscated the elephants Tina and Jewel on August 20 from their abusive circus 
handler, Will Davenport. 

It appears that Tina and Jewel have been taken to the San Diego Zoo. While IDA would 
have liked these elephants to go directly to a sanctuary, Jewel is very ill and in need of 
intensive medical care.

IDA commends the San Diego Zoo for helping Tina and Jewel and providing the essential 
veterinary care they need. These two closely-bonded elephants will remain together in San 
Diego, where they will never again have to face fear and punishment or be trucked across 
the country and forced to perform. IDA will continue to watch closely for word of progress 
in these elephants’ recovery.

Note: the third elephant, Queenie, also known as Boo, is, we understand, still at the circus. 
We are holding her in the Light for a similar rescue soon.

In Defense of Animals, located in San Rafael, Calif., is an international animal protection 
organization with more than 85,000 members and supporters dedicated to ending the abuse 
and exploitation of animals by protecting their rights and welfare. IDA’s efforts include 
educational events, cruelty investigations, boycotts, grassroots activism, and hands-on 
rescue through our sanctuaries in Mississippi, Mumbai, India, and Cameroon, Africa.

VENEZUELA

Caracas goes anti-bullfight.

After listening to the arguments of a local resident, Nicolás Álvarez, the councillors of 
Libertador district voted in April 09 in favour of his motion to make the Venezuelan capital 
an Anti-Bullfight City.

The Nuevo Circo in Caracas, a square built in 1919 originally for the corrida, is now devoted 
to culture and the arts. The municipal council voted immediately, accepting Álvarez’s 4 
proposals, and appointed two councillors to draft the legal texts to this effect.

Celina Vega, council vice-president, gave her full support to Álvarez.

Caracas, is now the second Venezuelan city to go anti-corrida  - Carrizal in Miranda state was 
the first – the fifth in the American continent – and the first capital in the world to do so.

QCA has written to Nicolás Álvarez to thank him for his excellent work.

~ Animanaturalis. www.animanaturalis.org

AnimaNaturalis, Aproa y Gapa activists had, in January, made a human chain against 
bullfighting in Caracas and, in the space of two hours, collected more than a thousand 
signatures to their petition to ban the corrida in the Nuevo Circo.

Students and teachers from the Centro Católico Docente de Chuao lent their support in 
collecting the signatures.  Jeany Nova, co-ordinator of AnimaNaturalis, stated that this was 
the beginning of the anti-corrida season in Caracas, and that they were convinced the city 
would go anti-corrida that very year – as indeed it did.
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Among the human chain was a group of devotees from the Krishna Sri Chaitanya Sridhar 
Govinda Seva Ashram Temple.

Note: There is excellent work going on in Venezuela. At their Third Inter- Continental 
Summit against Bullfighting in Caracas in June 09, they issued a Declaration, covering 
the many aspects of their initiatives. Please note the following:

We pledge: to ask the Catholic Church to suspend any form of relationship and support 
for bullfighting activities.

Work started on this in August. QCA is part of the network and has offered support, if 
needed, with the initiative. We are in touch with Catholic Concern for Animals both here 
and in the US.

 

PERU

The anti-corrida group Huancayo Antitaurino in Peru held a peaceful demonstration in July 
09 at the Youth and Cultural Centre in Huancayo, before moving on to the town of Concepción, 
to speak against the promotion of violence towards animals in cruel public spectacles. 

They also called for the passing of Animal Protection Bill 496, sponsored by the legislator 
José Urquizo Maggia and now before the Peruvian Congress.

~Thanks to Perú Antitaurino – Huancayo branch.

www.huancayoantitaurino.blogspot.com

In Lima, Humane Society International (HSI) has partnered with local organization Grupo 
Caridad to address street animal overpopulation.

In 2008, more than 500 dogs and cats were sterilised through this program, greatly reducing 
the number of animals born to a life on the streets in the coming years. On most weekends, 
the Peruvian partners set up shop in private homes throughout San Juan de Lurigancho, the 
poorest district in Lima. While people and their animals attend from all over the district, the 
HSI/GC team works to ensure that every animal that arrives is sterilised. HSI also provided 
veterinary evaluation and training of clinic staff to improve the standard of care for the animals 
who come to the clinic and will continue to work with Peruvian veterinarians to increase the 
number of animals reached and the quality of care they receive. 

HSI says: “We have a long road ahead of us as we improve the lives of street animals around 
the world. But in Lima, Peru, we’ve already made great strides in the right direction.”

Visit http://www.hsus.org/hsi

COLOMBIA

On November19 2008, the Colombian senate approved the declaration of the town of Cali 
festival as a national cultural heritage, with the exception of the bullfight.

The words “feria taurina” (bullfighting festivals) were deleted from the text of the Bill.
Many local campaigners were joined by international organisations in lobbying for the proposal 
of Animanaturalis Colombia branch. When the Bill goes to the House of Representatives, it 
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is hoped that the word “cabalgatas”, (horse events) will also be deleted from the declaration, 
as there are serious complaints against the ill treatment of horses at the Cali festival.
http://www.animanaturalis.org

To sum up:
Spain – 71 towns are anti-bullfight, of which 67 in Catalunya.
South America – 6 – in Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador.
Portugal – 4.
France – 4.

GUATEMALA

Selaine d’Ambrosi, formerly of Mayan Families Healthy Pets in Guatemala, was 
approached by a friend anxious to sponsor a sterilization clinic in the village of Santa 
Catarina Palopo. 

She writes: “The clinic was held on April 17 09 at the Health Clinic and it was a perfect 
day in all respects. Ramiro and Alma from the clinic gave rabies and combo vaccines and 
translated information from Spanish into the local language, Kackiquel; there was a 4-person 
surgical team on hand and the catching of street dogs, intake/discharge of dogs, bathing 
of puppies, distribution of collars and 
leashes, transportation and distribution 
of donated medicines & flea treatments 
were dealt with by members of the team. 
The Municipality sponsored lunch and 
Hotel Villa Santa Catarina provided 
rooms and breakfast for the visiting 
surgical team members.

The turnout was fantastic for the first-
ever sterilization/vaccination clinic 
sponsored specifically for the residents 
of Santa Catarina. 

This was the work done:

Sterilizations:39, Rabies Vaccines:77, 
Combo Vaccines for Dogs:43, Worm 
treatments for dogs & cats:20, Flea & 
Tick treatments:20, Puppy Flea Baths:5, 
Take-home Antibiotic Regimes:4,  Take-
home Eye Ointments:3, Take-home Pain 
Medications:4, Collar/Leash Sets:35, 
Lbs. of Puppy Food Given Out:20.

Smiles and Thank You’s: COUNTLESS!

And all this for under $1100!
Lidia and her friend Oso, after treatment
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Currently, we are an informal group of professionals that provide services when money is in 
place. We are in the process of becoming a registered NGO in Guatemala.”

Note from the clerk: This group, Ayuda (help) – which is now registered in Guatemala and 
has also been accepted as a WSPA member group, is a personal favourite, partly because 
they are so successful in involving children in their excellent work. If you would like to 
help, please contact QCA.

AND CHINA …

Cat Rescues Near Shanghai

“In August 09, after more than 30 hours of protest, some 2000 cats were rescued near 
Shanghai.  

Animal protection volunteers from Shanghai, Suzhou and Zhejiang Province  pursued and 
stopped trucks on the Changshou City highway carrying the cats, which were destined for 
restaurants in Guangdong Province.  

After long hours of negotiations between the Changshou Police, cat lovers and the cat-
nappers, donations from the Bixi County Authority in Changshou finally helped to buy 800 
cats from the cat-nappers.

Several brave owners who had lost their cats were lying down in front of and under the truck 
to stop the cat-nappers from driving them away.

Another 1000 cats had been rescued earlier in the evening of August 5th. at Jiaxing in 
Zhejiang Province, not far from Shanghai.  All together, 2000 cats were rescued.

Unfortunately, another truck also with around 1000 cats that has been released at Jiaxing by 
the local police managed to get away before the cat rescuers arrived. 

Many thanks are due to:

Shanghai Cats Protection Team - Shanghai Pet Union - Suzhou Small Animal 
Protection Association -  Zhejiang Animal Protection Association -  The loving cat owners 
whose cats were stolen by the cat-nappers -  China Small Animal Protection Association - 
Police Officers of Changshou City- The Central Agricultural Forest Bureau Authority- The 
Changshou City Council and Bixi County Authority - The Suzhou City Council Authority 
- The Public Security Bureau Authority of Jiangsu Province - The Media  - and Animal 
Lovers via the website all around the world.

… On the evening of Aug 14th, animal lovers in Suzhou received a phone call from a cat-
loving lady in Shanghai, reporting that 200 cats were being kept in seven cages, with more 
cats expected, to fill up the truck to go down to the south.  Twenty Suzhou animal rescuers 
arrived, calling the local police for everyone’s safety.  

The Suzhou Police Officers applied the law and had all the cats released right away.

Most of the cats were house pets and not afraid of people.

Two female cats gave birth, a lot of them found it hard to breathe and it was clear that the 
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cat-nappers had caged the poor cats for a long time already.  Some owners found their lost 
cats from the cage straightaway.  Five cages of cats were released and two of the cages were 
kept in a cat lover’s home for adoption.

Rescued kittens now thriving.

… Early on August 16th, a phone call reported the movement of cat-nappers, and animal 
lovers pursued and stopped the cat-nappers’ truck with the help of Shanghai Police.  The 
police got the truck towed to a nearby police station.  

In the afternoon, after inspections carried out by Animal Inspectors, the twenty-one cages, 
containing some 450 cats, were released to the cat rescuers and owners.

Loving people from the local residential area volunteered to adopt some of the cats. A fourth 
cat rescue took place on Aug 19th. in Jiayi, again near Shanghai. Some ten team rescuers 
waited there for over 30 hours, and finally had around 500 cats rescued.

Dr. Hu Rong (Jane) is an important member of this, the Shanghai Cats Protecting Team, 
and spoke to two reporters about the successful rescue.

The cat-nappers are very active recently, in a small town near Shanghai, where all the stolen 
cats from other cities are gathered to fill up the truck to go down to the south.

We urgently appeal for an Animal Protection Law to protect our poor four legged friends in 
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China! We allow you and even beg you to publish this article everywhere on the Internet, 
in the print media or anywhere else, so that this message can be spread out over the world. 
We are hoping that your support and publicity can help end this cruelty to our lovely cats.”

This is a synthesis of several reports sent from Shanghai and translated by Joy Gao in New 
Zealand.
QCA note: We are in touch with several of these wonderful cat guardians in China and 
thank them for their bravery and compassion.

MORE GOOD NEWS… Pei F. Su, of ACTAsia writes:

An animal protection law is currently being drafted in China, initiated by law academics. 
This first animal protection legislation in China would be a vital step in helping animal 
protectionists prevent animal abuse in their country.

As in any other country, local animal protection groups are essential in promoting good 
legislation and this is a crucial time to prepare them for this important task. We also want 
to positively influence the effectiveness of the final law, and make it as animal-friendly as 
possible. To this end, ACTAsia organised a three-day programme called ‘Promoting Animal 
Welfare Legislation in China’.

This took place on September 4th - 7th in Beijing, with a forum for the different stakeholders 
on the first day, and the rest of the workshop focusing only on animal groups.

The key people who can make legislation move forward are drafters of legislation, animal 
protection groups and influential academics. The plight of animals in farms, as companion 
animals, in laboratories and zoos was presented and speakers from different countries shared 
their experience in implementing animal protection legislation in their areas. 

In the workshops, the animal protection groups were helped to understand their important 
role in creating a good animal welfare law. It is these groups who have to work over the long 
term to gain support from the public, the media and the government to increase chances of 
the legislation being passed. And once legislation is in place, animal protection groups are 
the ones who need to keep pushing to make these laws effective. They will learn skills in 
reaching out to the public, utilising the media, and lobbying the government.

The programme was co-organised by the Capital Animal Welfare Association and Alliance 
for Animals in China. Care for the Wild International was the main sponsor, accompanied 
by Humane Society International, Animals Asia Foundation, and One Voice.

www.actasia.org

www.careforthewild.org

www.hsus.org/hsi

www.animalsasia.org

www.one-voice.fr
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BOOK REVIEWS

Life on the Line: The Heroic Story of Vicki Moore. Biography by Matilde Mench.

The Bluecoat Press  ISBN 978 – 1904438571. £7.99

Our member Cherrie de Kisshazy writes:

“I met Tony and Vicki several times at Animal Rights conferences at Tossa de Mar, Catalonia.  
Even after being tossed ten times by Argentino while videoing the bull-running in Coria, 
Vicki kept campaigning, initially from a wheelchair and [whilst] enduring further operations.

Proceeds from this book will go to FAACE.”  www.faace.co.uk

The Bunny Hugging Terrorist, by Joan Court

Selene Press, 119 pp, pbk, £9.99

This is the second instalment of Joan’s autobiography, with a moving preface by Tony Benn. 
Much of her earlier life, as described in the first part of her autobiography In the Shadow 
of Mahatma Ghandi, was devoted to caring for other, less fortunate members of her own 
species. It’s a real adventure story and I enjoyed it so much that I lent it around to friends 
and family, and someone else must have really liked it too because so far it hasn’t found its 
way back to me. 

This volume tells of life since ‘retirement’, which has focused on the struggle for the rights 
of sentient non-human animals, and what a struggle it has been. Interspersed among the 
fascinating stories from her life, Joan gives insights into her own ethical and moral code. Like 
a number of us in this struggle, she attributes her empathy with voiceless, tortured, innocent 
non-human animals to having been mistreated and neglected herself as a child. 

Originally inspired by Quakerism, but then disillusioned by the lack of interest shown by the 
majority of Friends  - “with several notable exceptions” -  in this particular form of ‘warfare’ 
– against sentient beings – she sees her work for animals as a ‘spiritual calling’ unconnected 
with the Established Church, though she is now a member of a Buddhist order.

She has worked tirelessly in campaigns against fur farming, circuses, battery hen cages, live 
export and to get Hillgrove closed down. One of her greatest successes must be the part she 
played in preventing the building in Cambridge, her home town, of what would have been 
the largest primate research centre in Europe.

Experience leads Joan to recommend an empty bladder, a full stomach and a good book if 
likely to be arrested, which she has been on several occasions – showing the courage of the 
suffragettes or early Quakers. She has also handcuffed herself to railings and been on more 
than one hunger strike. Joan points out that hunger strikes are one of the few forms of protest 
that the government has not yet outlawed. Whether or not people are interested in animal 
welfare, we would all do well to recognise, and object to, how our liberties have been eroded 
over the last decade or so, before it is too late.

At the ripe young age of 85, Joan joined the crew of the Sea Shepherd’s flagship Farley Mowat 
for its journey to the South Atlantic, and at 90 she is still upholding the cause. We should 
give thanks for the lives of those courageous souls who find the strength, from wherever, to 
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carry on the struggle against all odds for our innocent, mistreated brothers and sisters. As 
Friends we are exhorted to ‘live adventurously’ and to ‘show a loving concern for all God’s 
creatures’. Joan has lived the true Quaker ethic.

I can highly recommend Joan’s autobiography, and it deserves to be a huge success.

~ Jill Greenway, Sidcot Meeting.

At the moment our human world is based on the suffering and destruction of millions 
of non-humans.  To perceive this and to do something to change it in personal and 
public ways is to undergo a change of perception akin to a religious conversion.  
Nothing can ever be seen in quite the same way again because once you have admitted 
the terror and pain of other species you will, unless you resist conversion, be always 
aware of the endless permutations of suffering that support our society. 

~ Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930)

THE STORY OF FERGUS

Fergus is a Highland bull whom the Cambridge Preservation Society, the charity which owns 
the land at Wandlebury, a local beauty spot, decided would be slaughtered for meat, as he 
was “surplus to requirements.” They did not need him to breed anymore – his new born calf 
was already a great attraction to the public – and they said he was too old to be castrated.

Friends who alerted me were very distressed and their young children distraught – they had 
already contacted Hillside Animal Sanctuary, who said they would help but probably not 
for a few weeks as their quarantine area was full. 

The Chief Executive Officer of the so-called Cambridge Preservation Society called a meeting 
which decided that Fergus should be slaughtered.

Once our group was informed about this relentless decision. we alerted our extensive network 
of animal rights campaigners who bombarded the Society with telephone calls and emails, 
polite but outraged. A few days later in May, when I telephoned again, I was told Fergus 
could go to Hillside and would I please “call off our people”.

Hillside said they would find a space for Fergus, so as soon as the snow stopped, he meekly 
allowed himself to be led into the trailer. He would have gone as placidly into a van taking 
him for slaughter.

He left his family behind at Wandlebury, but he is now guaranteed a life of safety and will 
be cherished. He is now castrated and living with his Highland friends Pete and Buttercup 
and a Highland lady called Blondie.

Which all goes to show how effective small groups of animal rights campaigners can 
sometimes be in derailing cruel, bureaucratic decisions, if they are willing to challenge them.

Joan Court, Animal Rights Cambridge.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Printed in The Friend on May 8 09 as Comment: 

In light of the worldwide crisis over what is incorrectly called ‘swine flu’, the members of 
Quaker Concern for Animals are urgently calling on the Government to launch an enquiry 
into intensive methods of farming and their role in spreading disease.

Vegetarians’ International Voice for Animals (VIVA!) states that in Mexico intensive pig 
farming is big business, with tens of thousands of pigs on a single factory farm. But this 
is not peculiar to Mexico; almost all the nine million pigs we kill each year in the UK are 
farmed intensively or kept in cramped, often filthy, conditions. Several exposés have vividly 
revealed this to be the case and we hope that the secretary of state for health has seen them 
and will wonder whether such insalubrious conditions may have a significant effect on the 
health of those people who eat the animals. 

Intensive farming is wholly unnatural and produces animals whose immune systems are 
gravely compromised. Diseases spread like wildfire and there is clearly potential for bacteria 
and viruses to swap genetic material and produce entirely new strains.

Carol ine  Lucas ,  Green Par ty  leader  has  a lso  s ta ted:  “This  i s  not  the  
first time a triple hybrid combination of swine, avian and human viruses has  
been uncovered. The first was found in an industrial pig farm in 1998 in  
North Carolina, a state which boasts the densest pig population in North  
America. Some experts blamed the emergence on intensive farming practices in  
the US, where pigs and poultry are raised in extremely cramped conditions,  
often in adjacent sheds, and tended to by the same staff.”

So it is not unlikely that intensive farming is the source of this current outbreak. We are 
urging the government to take this threat seriously. We are calling on the secretary of state 
for health to take measures to investigate the role of intensive farming of animals – and the 
widespread use of antibiotics in farming – in the spread of emerging infectious diseases.

~ Marian Hussenbux, Birkenhead Local Meeting.

A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF U A FANTHORPE

Our patron, the poet and Friend, UA Fanthorpe, died on April 28 09.

As her publisher at Peterloo, Harry Chambers wrote in the Guardian, “UA was a totally 
original poet who could make you both laugh and cry – sometimes in the same poem… The 
fact that UA was thought “accessible” didn’t ever mean that she was “cosy”. Like Larkin’s, her 
poems often nudged the reader from comfort… her poetry aligns itself with the marginalised, 
the voiceless, the dispossessed.”

QCA would like to single out The Beasts as a good example of what Harry says. There is no 
comfort here for a reader sensitive to the cruelty inflicted by humankind on all other species.

From me to you: love poems by UA Fanthorpe and RV Bailey is her last work. As Trish Carn, 
who reviewed the collection with great pleasure in The Friend writes: “RV Bailey and UA 
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Fanthorpe have not let us know who wrote which poem, but the love between them is evident.”

QCA will greatly miss the kind support of UA and send our very best wishes to Rosie. We 
are holding you in the Light.

I stand with you in the garden

The birds’ surprising madrigals

Rise through the roar of bees.

…We sit by books in the lamplight

Importunate nondescript dog and cat

Surround us warmly… 

From With You

Rosie replied:

“Thank you dear Friends, for holding me in the Light: I am sincerely grateful for the 
kind wishes of all Friends after the death of my beloved partner UA, on 28 April.  

UA was a genuine and life-long lover of animals. She may well have been influenced 
in this by her parents, particularly her father, who loved dogs. When he was a barrister, 
he famously acted as Counsel for the Defence for his own dog in court - and won; later, 
when he was a judge, and in Germany with the Control Commission in 1945, he had 
several dogs (they were known as his ‘pack’).  UA’s uncle was a vet (and a very tender 
vet). We both admired him - and his wife, too, who often took needy animals from the 
surgery and looked after them in their home, when it helped. Those attitudes no doubt 
influenced her - and the tales she was told of the courage of her doughty grandmother, 
who would seize her umbrella to attack cabbies (very un-Quakerly direct action) if she 
saw them ill-treating their cab-horses, in the old days. 

But in her own right UA had a natural and very deep compassion for all animals. Of course 
we always had our own dogs and cats, and regularly supported a range of charities for 
small animals. But early in our long life together we joined Compassion in World Farming, 
believing that all animals needed care, not just the pretty kittens and the affectionate 
dogs of this world, but the creatures whose lives were made brief and miserable by 
industrial farming methods developed to maximise production.   All forms of exploitation 
of creatures revolted UA, for whatever allegedly beneficent purpose, from their use in 
circuses to entertain, to their role in medical and other experiments.  Attentive readers 
of her poetry will be alert to this aspect of her Quakerism, and she felt highly honoured 
to be associated with QCA.  It was testimony to her care that one of the most eloquent 
and moving pieces of ministry at UA’s funeral in Nailsworth Meeting House came from 
Veronica Bruce, the energetic and dedicated person who founded and still owns Wotton 
Animal Rescue.”

~ Rosie Bailey
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Remembrance Day Service for the Animals – led by the Revd. James Thompson – 
the Animal Padre – on November 8 09 at 10.30. The service, in the Anglican tradition, 
will take place at the Animals’ War Memorial in London. Marble Arch is the nearest 
tube station.

This Remembrance Service will be observed with dignity, reverence and respect for 
those who sacrificed their lives and with appropriate moments of silence. Purple poppies 
at £1 each and wreaths will be available from Animal Aid nearer to the time at a cost 
of around £10.

Visit: www.animalaid.org.uk email: info@animalaid.org.uk

Please be in touch if you are interested in attending. Committee contact details are in 
the inside front cover.

QCA Annual General Meeting at Friends’ House on Saturday May 8 2010

Speaker details and further information available in our Spring 2010 issue.

… and finally… the Australian wildlife photographer and campaigner Ray Drew has 
kindly allowed us to reproduce his beautiful picture of a kangaroo smelling the flowers.   
www.raydrew.net

In memory of those many creatures who lost their lives in the fires earlier this year 
in S.E. Australia.
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