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OUR COVER shows a detail from the Quaker Tapestry Calendar 2013:
© The Quaker Tapestry is a modern embroidery of 77 fascinating panels made by 4,000
people from 15 countries. The award winning exhibition at the Quaker Meeting House in
Kendal, in the Lake District is open from April to December each year.
Tel: 01539 722975 http://www.quaker-tapestry.co.uk
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HOW TO JOIN QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
Please send your cheque for £12 or £7 (usual concessions) for 2013 to Marian Hussenbux,
address below. Please note, this address supersedes others for the time being.
Please make cheques payable to Quaker Concern for Animals. If you wish to pay by
Standing Order, please ask for details.
It would help us if you would say how you first came to hear about Quaker Concern for Animals.
Requests for emergency funding, occasioned either by man-made or natural disasters, reach
us more and more frequently. If you are able to support us with an extra donation, we can
help more animals in distress.

COMMITTEE OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS 2012 - 2013
Marian Hussenbux. 30, Sherry Lane, Arrowe Park, Wirral CH49 5LS. 0151-677-7680
Ros Lowther
Edna Mathieson
Viktoria Nealis
Feargus O’Connor
Judith Treanor
Sonia Waddell
Scientific Advisor:
Angela Walder

But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee:
Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee.
Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the Lord hath wrought this?
In whose hand is the soul of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.
~ Job 12:7-10
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QUAKER NEWS
QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS AGM MAY 2012
Edna Mathieson, who joined our committee at the AGM, writes:
I am an Attender at Friends’ House, Euston, a member of the Non-Theist Network and a
Humanist hospital chaplain.
My work has been mainly in educational research.
I am pleased that my idea of having a commemorative stone in Tavistock Square and a slate
obelisk in Cardiff dedicated to all conscientious objectors was accepted – I am now working
on Edinburgh.
I was brought up in a family which loved animals. My daughter rescued animals and I support
many animal rights and welfare groups, including acting as an Observer for the League Against
Cruel Sports.
My suggestion to Woodbrooke that they run a course on animals and religion/Quakerism
has been accepted.
I suggest to my fellow chaplains that their religions tend to preclude animals; I did a seminar
on this which they thought quite forthright!
QCA AGM address by our patron André Menache.
Considering what man is doing to Nature, one wonders what hope there can be for future
generations of people or animals. The Earth is in the midst of the sixth mass extinction of
both plants and animals, with nearly 50 percent of all species disappearing, according to
scientists. Against the backdrop of this sad news, I was asked to present some positive news
at this Annual General Meeting, and so I started looking for examples of acts of human
kindness towards the animal kingdom.The problem I have now is that there are so many of
them, I could not possibly fit them all into this lecture and so I have selected a few of the
most moving examples, to share with you today.
UK good news
In February of this year, in Essex, a man wearing just his pants crawled across a frozen river
to rescue his dog.The man apparently fell into the River Stour but managed to climb out with
the dog.An Essex Fire Service spokesman described the incident as a “foolish act of bravery”.
The European Union laying hens directive gave EU member states 12 years to switch standard
battery cages to ‘enriched’ cages, which are larger and contain litter, perches and a scratching
post. Most British egg producers appear to be compliant with the new EU-wide law, which
came into effect on January 1, 2012, compared with some other European countries that
have not fulfilled their legal obligation.
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March 2012. All ferry companies and all but two airlines have stopped importing animals
destined for research laboratories in the UK. Every year some 15,000 animals - mostly mice
- are shipped in from abroad. They account for 1% of the animals used in UK laboratories.
Macaque monkeys imported from China into the UK are subjected to travel times of up to
58 hours, with little or no food or water.
Badger cull stopped in Wales. A controversial cull of badgers in Wales aimed at cutting TB in
cattle will no longer go ahead. Instead, it will be replaced by a multimillion-pound programme
to vaccinate dairy herds. However, considering the animal suffering associated with industrial
milk production and the negative human health aspects of drinking cows’ milk, it would make
even more sense for people to simply stop drinking cow’s milk altogether.
Anne, the UK’s oldest and last remaining circus elephant, is free at last. She was brought to
the UK from Sri Lanka in the 1950s and worked in the circus for virtually her entire life.
The hysteria began when footage, taken by a hidden camera installed by the campaign group
Animal Defenders International, showed a worker beating Anne at the winter home of the
Bobby Roberts Super Circus. Anne is now enjoying a well earned retirement.
International good news
In Los Angeles, a dog saves a girl from a burning house. The Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Los Angeles presented the dog named Diamond with their 29th annual
National Hero Dog award.The article was entitled:“Brave in fire but ‘scared of cats’: Beloved
pit bull who saved girl from house inferno wins National Hero Dog Award”.
Off the shore of the Brazilian town of Arraial do Cabo, 30 dolphins suddenly swam in with
the surf and got stranded in the sandy shallows. A dramatic video shows humans rushing to
help their fellow mammals, pushing and pulling hard to help the animals reach deeper water.
All of the dolphins were saved and swam out to sea. This unusual event to me represents a
hugely symbolic message, where humankind is presented with the chance to repay Nature,
and where the dolphins on this occasion are thankfully helped back into the sea. We can
only speculate as to the cause of the dolphins’ unusual behaviour. Could it have been due
to the effects of man-made electromagnetic interference, such as submarine activity, with
the dolphins’ sonar?
Truck full of dogs crammed into tiny cages and bound for Chinese restaurants is intercepted
by animal lovers.This is certainly not the first time that stories like this one are coming out
of China and beginning to thaw the stereotype of what Westerners think about Chinese
attitudes to animal welfare. There is a growing awareness about animal welfare issues, with
recent campaigns to stop bile bear farming, eating dog meat and shark’s fin soup.The group
Animals Asia is at the forefront of many of these campaigns.
Laboratory monkeys reprieved in Holland. The Dutch science institute TNO decided to
hand over 67 macaque monkeys no longer required for medical research to a primate
sanctuary, rather than to kill them. This probably represents the largest voluntary release
of monkeys from a laboratory to a sanctuary.
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An end to animal circuses in Bolivia. In a series of dramatic seizures all over Bolivia, Animal
Defenders International (UK), working with the Bolivian authorities, successfully removed
wild animals, including 24 lions, from eight different circuses spread across Bolivia.
Canadian seal cull. The European Union has effectively banned the importation of seal
products – now joined by the Russian Federation. This is in addition to a worldwide
decrease in the demand of seal products. Hopefully these steps will allow seal populations
to recover from the effects of the seal industry. The effects of global warming must also be
considered since this adversely affects the seals.
I would like to end my address with an example of empathy within the animal kingdom.
Perhaps there is a lesson here for the human kingdom:
In the December 2011 issue of Science, an observational study of rats found them to be
surprisingly selfless, consistently breaking friends out of cages—even if freeing other rats
meant having to share coveted chocolate. It seems that empathy and self-sacrifice have a
greater evolutionary legacy than anyone expected. Many animals have evolved instincts to
help others, even at a cost to themselves, and we humans would like to think that we have
inherited these same instincts. The scientists conclude that helping an individual in distress
is part of our biology and not something that develops or doesn’t develop because of
culture.
I should mention that I am against animal experiments and this study could just as easily
have been done by observing a colony of rats in the wild instead of in the laboratory.
However, I included it because the rats teach us a moral lesson.
~ Thank you, André, for being our AGM speaker and for your active support of QCA.
The following two poems are by kind permission of the writer, Bob Ward, member of
Aylsham Meeting, Norfolk.

HIND
My way falters
at an unexpected
presence gone quite cold:
toppled on her side
the legs jut stiffly
as if she’s fallen
down off a plinth
like a queen deposed.
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To me her body seems
immaculate except
her proud eye dulls,
no longer bearing witness
unlike the covert herd,
her wary courtiers,
shafting me with stares
from such a discreet
distance.

OYSTERCATCHER
Blakeney Point
The officious eye,
the black and white
severity come
off-set by an orange
beak that pokes
and meanly probes
a shifty underworld
up to the hilt.
The inquisitor
drags out a gobbet,
carries it a few steps
to the nearby creek,
rinses mud away
and swallows to assuage
this hungering
after squirmy truth.
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Carriage horse proposal rejected in Eastbourne.
Eastbourne Council has turned down a proposal to introduce horse-drawn carriages to
the seafront, following a presentation by Animal Aid.The campaigning organisation’s Horse
Consultant, Dene Stansall, addressed an informal meeting of a group of Councillors in May,
detailing the numerous health problems and hazards that would face the horses, as well as
potential public safety issues. Councillors, shocked by this information, indicated immediately
that they did not plan to proceed with the proposal. Formal unanimous ratification of their
decision came at a meeting of the full Council on 18 July. http://www.animalaid.org.uk/h/n/
NEWS/news_living//2718//
When we first heard of the proposal earlier this year, Bill Palethorpe and I, as Eastbourne
residents, joined with other local Animal Aid supporters in writing to our MP Stephen
Lloyd, and town Councillors.To support our concerns, we were able to include information
about the Oxford Council decision (December 2011) to ban carriage horses and also
provide additional background material on the realities of life for carriage horses, thanks
to the website of The Coalition Against Carriage Horses:
http://www.horseswithoutcarriages.org/
Animal Aid said it was grateful to Eastbourne Councillors, “... for their willingness to attend
the briefing session and to listen to arguments with open minds. It gives us great hope that,
once we are able to liaise with other councils about this issue, then the sight of horses
dragging heavy carriages around busy, noisy and polluted city centres will become a thing
of the past.”
Responding to a campaign by QCA members and residents, Eastbourne Council has
previously banned the serving and sale of foie gras on Council premises and wholeheartedly
supports our remembrance of animals killed as a result of warfare at the official
Remembrance Day parade and service. This latest victory, which Animal Aid can now use
as a template for other carriage horse campaigns, is a prime example of how concerned
individuals can successfully work in partnership with our animal welfare/rights organisations
in order to help animals.
~ Ann Johnson. QCA rep. Area Sussex East

NEW FOREST
Our member Antony Porter, who takes a particular interest in the New Forest in
Hampshire, has a great concern for the animals of the forest and the dangers they face
from speeding traffic.
The mortality figures he has compiled for the period 2005 to 2011 are: 79, 87, 90, 73, 75,
65 and 66: a total of 535 deaths of animals by speeding vehicles.
This unique place is governed by the Verderers of the New Forest.
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The role of the Verderers of the New Forest is to:
o

protect and administer the New Forest’s unique agricultural commoning practices;

o

conserve its traditional landscape, wildlife and aesthetic character, including its flora
and fauna, peacefulness, natural beauty and cultural heritage;

o

safeguard a viable future for commoning upon which the foregoing depends.

As well as information on the Verderers’ Court, forest rights and grazing, their web site also
highlights the sad statistics Antony has recorded.
www.verderers.org.uk
QUAKER TAPESTRY CALENDAR – ANIMAL WELFARE
A panel from the Quaker Tapestry Calendar for 2013 is reproduced on our cover. We are
delighted that the calendar was created by our member Jill Greenway of Sidcot Meeting.
Bridget Guest, General Manager of the Exhibition in Kendal writes:
Our calendar makes the perfect gift which will last all year and has 12 tear-off postcards
and an informative text.
Each year we have a different theme and our calendar writers volunteer their time and
expertise freely. We are very grateful to Jill for suggesting the fascinating subject of the
animals depicted in several of the panels, and then for agreeing to research and write the
information shown on the reverse of each month.
This project has been several years in the production and a real labour of love by Jill; I am
sure that the 2013 Animal Welfare calendar will be of great interest to your members.
The Quaker Tapestry calendar can be purchased on line via our website, by mail order or
by visiting the gift shop at the Exhibition Centre in Kendal, priced £5.95 plus p&p.
Quaker Tapestry Exhibition, Friends Meeting House, Stramongate, Kendal, Cumbria LA9
4BH
www.quaker-tapestry.co.uk

DOLPHINS ON THE QUAKER TAPESTRY
In 1833, Daniel Wheeler, a Quaker Minister, travelled the South Seas in the Henry Freeling,
preaching the Gospel to convicts, settlers and natives. During a terrible storm near the
Cape of Good Hope, he recorded:
‘more than two hundred of these animals [a type of cetacean, probably dolphins] close to us, each
about twelve feet long… they served as a breakwater for us. [They were] ‘reaching so near to
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us that some of them might have been struck with a harpoon; they remained constantly swimming
in gentle and steady order… not one sea had broken on board us while they occupied their useful
post.’ Their actions saved the ship by the ‘… marvellous works of the Lord God Almighty.’
Our Peaceable Kingdom
The Children of Lewes Meeting’s very own Quaker Tapestry
The inspiration for this project was ‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ painted by Quaker painter
Edward Hicks (4 April 1780 – 23 August 1849). http://www2.gol.com/users/quakers/
Hicks_Peaceable_Kingdom.htm)
We have one of the several versions of the painting in our Meeting House and, during the
autumn of 2010, I was discussing it and the Bible verse on which it is based (Isaiah 11:6) with the
Children’s Meeting. That summer I had attended a Quaker Tapestry design training in Kendal,
where I had learned both the importance of the children’s contributions to the 77 panels of
the finished Tapestry and the technique for ensuring that children’s drawings are authentically
transferred to the finished product. I had been wondering how the Lewes children could
create a small tapestry themselves, when the connection with the Hicks painting presented
itself. All children love to draw animals, and ours - then aged 3-9 - were no exception.
We looked carefully at the Hicks painting and the fact that there were both ‘fierce’ and
‘cuddly’ animals together with the children. Our children drew some amazing pictures, as
you can see from the resulting tapestry on the back cover. They included everything from
worms, insects, snakes and a hedgehog to large carnivores and herbivores and people, some
of whom are purported to be family members. There were air, land and sea animals. They
were imaginative and beautiful: a dinosaur, a six-legged horse (it’s running), and a chicken
with chicken pox among others. And of course there were trees, grass, flowers and a sun.
Most of the animals were smiling, as they do for children!
The individual drawings were done over a month, and it was so difficult to choose a few
for a small tapestry that we decided to make it a full-sized one and include most of them.
In order to maintain the integrity of the drawings, I reduced or enlarged them on a copy
machine to the required size, as some of the original animals were A4 size. Finally they
were transferred to the calico at the back of the wool in the standard method of the
Quaker Tapestry, with the outline stitched through to the front wool and later filled in with
special stitches. The children did the majority of stitching on the front, with help on the
difficult parts, and even the little three year olds were able to do grass and flower stems.
Occasionally, during the stitching, they changed the original colour of their animal, but all
those decisions were their own.
Over the course of the tapestry, some children moved away and others arrived.Thirty-one
children participated in the project in some manner over the two years it was in the making.
For the children, this is their very own Peaceable Kingdom, with all the animals and plants
living in perfect harmony. It will hang in the Lewes Meeting House after it is suitably framed.
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On the back of the frame, I will put the first name of the child with his or her contribution(s)
so that in the future they will remind others of their part in this special tapestry.
Leslie Ann Leonard
Convenor, Children’s Meeting.
~ QCA sends our friendly greetings and congratulations to Leslie and the Lewes children.
MORE MEMBERS’ NEWS
Our first patron Nitin Mehta, founder of The Young Indian Vegetarians, was a guest
at The Association of Lawyers for Animal Welfare charity dinner on 25th June 2012 at
Gray’s Inn Hall in London.
The address was given by Peter Singer, philosopher and author of Animal Liberation,
described by the Guardian as ‘ probably the single most influential document in the history
of recent movements concerned with animal welfare ‘.
The event was chaired by Sir Rabinder Singh (The Hon. Mr. Justice Singh), a High Court Judge
and previously a barrister at Matrix Chambers specialising in human rights cases.
Ann Johnson, who generously allows us to use her paintings to illustrate our web site and
newsletter, works with the poet Fiona Owen. Ann writes:
Fiona and I have now made two collections of poemcards and are planning a third to coincide
with the publication of Fiona’s book, in collaboration with Meredith Andrea. Entitled A Screen of
Brightness, to be published by Cinnamon Press in spring 2013.
Fiona is the author of two collections of poetry, Going Gentle and Imagining the Full Hundred.
Fiona Owen is a member of Cyfarfod Crynwyr Caergybi/Holyhead Meeting and has been
a supportive member of QCA since 2008.Visit her web site at: www.rhwng.com
Ann Johnson is a long term member and QCA correspondent for Sussex East Area Meeting.
Her web site is at: www.annjohnsonpaintings.net
INTERFAITH
ISRAEL
Seventy principals, assistant principals, counselors, and teachers representing 13 schools
attended by Moslem, Christian, and Druze Arab students participated in a 2-day conference
in April 2012 sponsored by CHAI/Hakol Chai, entitled “Expanding the Circle of
Compassion.” At the event, Hakol Chai introduced its pilot humane education project, set
to begin in participating schools in September.
“This project provides us with a tremendous opportunity to create a positive shift in consciousness
in students and educators toward respect and compassion for all living beings,” said Rae Sikora,
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who led the conference. Ms. Sikora is an international humane education expert, author, and
co-founder of The Institute for Humane Education and of Plant Peace Daily. She was also the
co-developer of the first Humane Education Certification program and the first Master of
Education in Humane Education program at a U.S. university.
Evaluation questionnaires submitted by conference participants indicated a positive response
to the material taught and willingness to incorporate the values presented into their classes.
Most noted that before the seminar, they did not care about animals. However, as a result
of the videos, PowerPoint slideshows, and activities presented at the event, their attitudes
changed, and they now wish to teach their students respect and caring for animals. Many
also wrote that they are now willing to allow their own children to adopt animals. They
commented:
“I am willing to fight for the cause that animals will not be harmed and will be allowed to live in
peace and not subjected to torture. I am no longer indifferent to this subject....This program will
contribute to creating a better society and to world peace.”
“I was unaware of the importance of humane education and the possibility of creating change in
students and in society in general. This program has had an impact on my awareness, on the way
I will treat animals, and on my lifestyle. The activities and knowledge we acquired here created
change, and as a teacher, I am committed to passing on what I learned to my students. I see it as
mandatory to transfer to my pupils the knowledge I acquired about moral problems related to how
animals and how all living beings are treated.”
Child psychologists agree that instilling humane attitudes in children is key to creating moral,
contributing citizens and a compassionate society. Hakol Chai, which will supervise the
implementation of the program in Arab schools, will also sponsor a conference for teachers
in Hebrew-speaking schools in Israel.
Arabs now make up 20% of the population of Israel and Chai consider it imperative to instill
humane values into their schools too.
Chai also runs a mobile spay/neuter clinic.Visit: www.chai.org.il

DIVINE CREATION
If you grow Kalmias, Rhododendrons or Magnolias in your garden, you have a Quaker botanist
to thank for their introduction here.
In her beautiful book The Golden Age of Quaker Botanists, Ann Nichols lists some 37
British and six American Quakers among the botanists of the period 1624 – 1911.
We feature here two such botanists, with acknowledgements to the Library of Britain
Yearly Meeting for permission to quote from their web site.
www.quaker.org.uk/Biology

library@quaker.org.uk
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Peter Collinson – 1694 - 1768
Peter Collinson was a horticulturalist and botanist, and the medium for an international
exchange of scientific ideas in mid-18th century London.
Born into a Quaker family belonging to the Gracechurch Street Meeting in the City of
London, he went into his father’s business as a woollen draper. He remained a cloth merchant
by trade, but his passion was horticulture and the study of plants. Overseas trade links
enabled him to obtain samples of seeds, bulbs and cuttings of plants from around the world.
His personal plant collections, first at Peckham and later at Mill Hill, became well known
to horticulturalists. Collinson’s trade links with North America and his connections with
the Pennsylvania Quaker settlements led to correspondence with notable scientists in
what was to become the USA. He was a supporter of the American Philosophical Society,
founded in Philadelphia in 1743 by Benjamin Franklin and botanist and fellow-Quaker John
Bartram, who regularly sent him seeds and cuttings of many American plants previously
unknown in Europe.With Collinson’s help, Bartram went on to supply many distinguished
collectors in Britain and Europe, including Carl Linnaeus, the Swedish taxonomist whose
classifications of plants are still in use. In 1747, Collinson was elected a member of the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences.
John Bartram – 1699 - 1777
John Bartram, the American botanist and horticulturalist, was described by Carl Linnaeus
as being “greatest natural botanist in the world.” He was among the first botanists in
North America to apply the Linnaean system classification to his plants. In his travels
around America, he found and identified many plants not previously known to Europeans.
Bartram was born in colonial Pennsylvania; his father was among the Quaker settlers from
Derbyshire who arrived in 1681. His mother’s family, the Hunts, were Quakers from Kent
originally; it was through them that Bartram’s father came to own one hundred acres of
farmland on the west bank of the river Schuylkill. Although his only formal education was
in the little school attached to the Quaker meeting house and he always described himself
as a simple farmer, he had a lifelong interest in the botany. His botanical career started
with a small area of his farm devoted to growing plants he found interesting; later he was
to voyage throughout America discovering plants. Having made contact through Peter
Collinson with European botanists and gardeners interested in North American plants, he
developed his hobby into a thriving business, sending seeds, bulbs and cuttings overseas.
He also corresponded with English Quaker doctor, John Fothergill, a keen collector of
plants, in particular those which could be used medicinally.
The eight acre garden Bartram created about five kilometres from the centre of Philadelphia
is still preserved as Bartram’s Garden, and is the oldest surviving botanic collection in
North America.
Post script: As a young man, Bartram owned several slaves, but he later had a radical change
of heart, freeing his slaves and becoming an outspoken abolitionist. In 1758 he was formally
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expelled from his Quaker congregation after he refused to claim the divinity of Jesus Christ, but
despite the church action Bartram continued attending Quaker services.
Further reading:
The Golden Age of Quaker Botanists.
Ann Nichols.
Quaker Tapestry at Kendal Ltd. February 2006 ISBN: 0 9525433 7 0
THE CHRISTOPHER CADBURY TRUST
Christopher Cadbury (1908-1995) was the grandson of George Cadbury and also a successful
businessman.
As President of the Royal Society for Nature Conservation from 1962 to 1988, Christopher
worked to encourage the establishment and strengthening of County Wildlife Trusts
throughout England and Wales.
These included: Weeting Heath - home to a number of rare plants, birds and insects. Of
particular importance are the stone curlews which breed here. The hides overlooking the
heath are undoubtedly the best place to see stone curlews in Britain, resident between April
and September. Purchased for Norfolk Wildlife Trust by Christopher in 1941, it was one of the
first nature reserves in Breckland and was designated a National Nature Reserve in 1954.
Martham Broad, E. Norfolk (reedbed birds and aquatic plants) – now run by Norfolk Wildlife Trust.
Welcombe and Marsland Valleys in N. Devon (butterflies) – Devon Wildlife Trust.
Rahoy, West Scotland – now managed by Scottish Wildlife Trust.
He had much involvement in the acquiring of Hickling Broad as a National Nature Reserve.
Overseas, Christopher Cadbury acquired an island in the Falklands (protection of seabirds
and tussock grass habitat).
The Seychelles is a chain of 115 beautiful islands far out in East Africa’s Indian Ocean.
Christopher’s purchase in 1973 of one of these, Aride Island, was the most important of
his reserve acquisitions. Under RSNC management, this remote island is the home of about
a million breeding seabirds, several endemic land birds and lizards and the sweet-scented
Wright’s gardenia that is found nowhere else in the world. Though virtually all the many
reserves that he acquired were passed into the hands of conservation organisations to
manage, he maintained a close interest in their management and staff.
The Christopher Cadbury Trust is today administered by Christopher’s son James Cadbury.
The Trust continues to sponsor much of the cost of running Aride Island Nature Reserve.
A memorial stone on the Aride Island nature trail pays tribute to Christopher Cadbury’s
great contribution to nature conservation in Seychelles
‘Island Conservation Society (also known as Fondation pour la Conservation des Iles
in French and Sosyete pour Konservasyon bann Zil in Creole) was registered as an NGO
in Seychelles in April 2001.
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Island Conservation Society owns and manages Aride Island Nature Reserve, one of the finest
nature reserves in the western Indian Ocean.We have also signed an agreement with Islands
Development Company (IDC) to advise and wherever necessary manage environmental
and conservation issues on outer islands under the lease of the IDC. Conservation centres
have been established on Alphonse and Desroches with further projects planned.’
www.islandconservationseychelles.com
QCA note: It is thanks to Shubhobroto Ghosh, of Worldwide Fund for Nature – www.
wwfindia.org - and Traffic India – www.trafficindia.org - that QCA learned about Christopher
Cadbury and his important work.
We contacted Island Conservation Society in Seychelles; they put us in touch with Dr.
James Cadbury, who kindly provided more information about his father for us to use.
”Nor is there much satisfaction in contemplating the world with nothing left to the spontaneous
activity of nature; with every rood of land brought into cultivation, which is capable of growing
food for human beings; every flowery waste or natural pasture plowed up, all quadrupeds or
birds which are not domesticated for man’s use exterminated as his rivals for food.”
~ John Stuart Mill, 1806-1873

HOME NEWS - INTERVIEW WITH BRIAN MAY
Brian May was interviewed by guest editor Heidi Stephenson for Resurgence magazine
issue 271 March/April 2012, Animals: A New Ethics. We are grateful to Brian and Heidi for
allowing us to use the interview:
Can you tell us a bit about Save Me and what prompted you to set it up?
SAVE-ME is a campaign to bring about better treatment of wild animals. Of course we care
about ALL creatures (including human) but our focus is the plight of the creatures of our
countryside, who are so mistreated and abused at the moment, and regarded as expendable.
I believe that these animals have as much right to live decent lives free from unnecessary
suffering as we do. I’m convinced that if the general public really knew just how appallingly
some of these innocent animals are treated, there would be a massive outcry.
You’re strongly in favour of the Hunting Act. Can you tell us why you believe it needs to stay firmly
in place?
The Hunting Act was designed to protect foxes, hares and stags from being pursued and
ripped limb from limb by dogs – dogs who have been deliberately and brutally bred, to be
vicious especially for this purpose.
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We are seeing an awful trend back to brutality in the ‘yob’ elements of society, who train
their dogs to fight each other, and to savage badgers, foxes, and even domestic cats and
dogs. This disgusting behaviour is little different from the traditional blood sports practiced
by the other end of the community – the awful hunts. Their packs of hounds are also bred
to kill, by setting them on the new baby foxes at ‘cubbing’ time. Any hound who does not
respond in the required way, is destroyed.
The Hunting Act was a first step towards eradicating cruelty from the countryside, making it
illegal to hunt in this way. It has been the most successful piece of animal welfare legislation
ever – but is, of course, held in contempt by the perpetrators of the crime.The law is widely
flouted on private land by fox-hunters who think they are above the law. Unfortunately
- and almost unbelievably - we are in the hands of a government which is almost entirely
pro-hunt; completely out of touch with the will of the majority of British people. We need
to resist very strongly the attempts being made by David Cameron and his pals to hurl
Britain back into barbarity.
A powerful minority of detractors say the Act doesn’t work - but isn’t it just about selective policing,
old ‘feudal’ loyalties that are actually compromising the effectiveness of a democratic law?
The Hunting Act was given a bad start by Tony Blair, who not only didn’t make it to the
vote, but - as he admitted in his autobiography - effectively told his ministers not to enforce
it properly! There are many, in positions of power, who have - by turning a blind eye to
clear cases of crimes against foxes - committed a crime themselves. It benefits this present
government to call the law ‘unworkable’ and pretend the issues are unclear. But in fact,
even in this climate of animal disrespect, many prosecutions have been successfully achieved
under the act. And the argument that because a law isn’t working well enough it should be
scrapped is completely specious. Can we imagine a similar argument about a law protecting
children from abuse?
Did you ever imagine you would become an advocate for Britain’s wildlife?
I have felt passionately about respect for animals all my life. It was the last election which
called me to arms. I realised that we were probably about to get a government which
would try to bring back blood-sports. I was so appalled, I decided to try and spread this
knowledge as widely as possible through a campaign of information. We will never know
how much difference we made. We got a coalition instead of a conservative majority – so
Cameron’s plans did not have an immediate effect on hunting, as they would have had under
a conservative government led by him.
The government’s terrible plans for a badger cull are on everyone’s minds at the moment. Can you
please tell us why a cull is bad science, as well as being ethically untenable?
The issue is complex, but not as complex as the government would like us to believe. Quite
16

simply, there is not a single scientist in Britain in this field who believes we should be culling
badgers – except the few in the employment of the government in DEFRA. That fact alone
should make everyone smell a rat.
Caroline Spellman’s tragic plan to kill thousands of mainly healthy wild animals is known
by everyone NOT to be a solution to the problem of Bovine TB. The ONLY long-term
possibility of eradicating the disease is vaccination … of badgers and eventually cows too.
But the extreme end of the NFU (which is very close to the extreme end of the Conservative
party, who, likewise, are in control right now) has been emotionally committed to killing
badgers for a long time – as a symbolic gesture; and now they have managed to make it look
like their plan is backed by science. This is a scandalous falsehood.
I believe that Ms Spellman will HAVE to abandon this policy at some point, as she abandoned
her irrational plan to sell off our forests, because ultimately the farmers, who in the short
term will lose popularity with the public as a result of this violent plan, will in the long term
realise they have been betrayed; because the cull cannot possibly produce a significant
improvement in their situation.
The last argument for culling instead of vaccinating has also just disappeared; it is now clear
that per hectare, the cull will cost more than a vaccination programme.
What sort of suffering would it entail for badgers, in real terms?
Spellman’s plan is to license marksmen to shoot badgers in the dark, after they’ve been lured
away from their setts. Badgers have very thick skins, and run very fast when disturbed. It’s
indisputable that some wounded animals will escape – suffering lingering deaths, and, if they
are infected, carrying disease to neighbouring areas. This effect is called perturbation, and
it’s the reason the scientists who conducted the RBCT trial advised against a cull. This trial
involved the killing of 11,000 badgers. The government are ignoring the conclusion of the
trial which was, and still is: “Culling badgers can make no meaningful contribution to the control
of Bovine TB in cows.”
Won’t the perturbation effect actually increase bovine TB?
There is a good chance that it will. What is certain is that culling will increase the prevalence
of TB in badgers. So when, and if, the population of badgers is allowed to regenerate in
future years, the problem in cows is likely to be worse. Any claims – from Cameron and
others – that the cull is designed to improve the health of cows AND badgers – are very
dishonest. Even DEFRA scientists would not claim this.
Would we treat an outbreak of TB in humans by killing them randomly, just to reduce the
population? No. It would be lunacy. But that is exactly what Spellman’s plan would do for
badgers. The marksmen will have absolutely no idea whether the badger in their sights has
TB or not.
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Is the badger being ‘scape-goated’ for problems that actually lie in the appalling conditions for cows
inside the intensive dairy industry, and in unchecked cattle movements?
It’s certain that bad farming practices in the past allowed this disease to proliferate, and
subsequently infected surrounding wildlife.
There are many responsible farmers who have tightened up their biosecurity, worked to
treat their animals so that they are not so stressed, and have kept their herds healthy. But
there have also been cases revealed recently of farmers illegally swapping identity tags in
order to keep reactor cows in the herd, and cases of the movement of animals from bTB
hotspot areas into healthy areas, producing new infections. Clearly there is a lot that could
still be done to lessen cow–to-cow spread of the disease.
Is the government just paying lip-service to a ‘solution’ because they don’t want to upset
farmers and call for radical change in the welfare standards of farmed animals?
I believe the cull is a political decision. There is no other explanation for a government
going down a path involving immense suffering to wildlife - contrary to the advice of the
scientific community and the wishes of the public.
Farmers played a large role in getting this government elected, and there is no doubt that the
pressure on current ministers to deliver actions on election promises to farmers is enormous.
There is also no doubt that if we all stopped eating meat and drinking milk, this problem –
this disease – would disappear. It’s a sobering thought. But what are the hopes of educating
a whole population that vegetarianism is the way forward? I certainly believe it is, for so
many reasons, and in the future there will come a time when the human race will have to
abandon eating animal products. But it will take time. In the meantime we need to combat
this disease using common sense and respect for all the animals we breed, in conditions
which actually amount to slavery.
This policy is a pernicious distraction from the real task of eradicating the disease by
vaccination. Even in the most optimistic estimates of DEFRA , culling our badgers can only
deliver at best a 16 per cent improvement over a period of 5 years – a paltry amount, with no
guarantee about what will happen AFTER that period. And the estimates from independent
researchers indicate that the improvement will probably be much less, and may produce a
worsening of the situation.
The Government needs to be pouring ALL available resources into making vaccination work.
Brian May is the founder of Save Me. www.save-me.org.uk
And (man) being possessed with evil and corrupted, he makes all creatures evil in his exercise
of them, and he corrupts them and perverts them to another end than wherefore they were
created… and they become a curse unto man and not a blessing, though in themselves are
neither cursed, nor evil, nor defiled… and ruling over them in oppression and cruelty and hardheartedness, and not in the wisdom of God.
Edward Burrough (1634 - 1663) A Discovery of Divine Mysteries (1661)
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DIGEST OF WELFARE AND CAMPAIGNING NEWS
SPAIN AND HISPANIC AMERICA
The campaigning which resulted in the abolition of the bullfight in Catalunya concentrated,
for tactical reasons, only on that – the corrida – but there are certain cruel and futile bull
fiestas, loosely named correbous, in the region, in which the purpose is not to kill the bull.
In June 2011, the Hispanic group AnimaNaturalis began working against the holding of
vaquillas in Badalona, Catalunya.*
Animanaturalis linked up with ASOA, a local animal welfare society which has been fighting
to end the correbous that take place in the Llefià suburb each June, organised by a local
body with council consent. The political party ICV – the Catalan Greens - in Badalona
joined the campaign and more organisations are getting involved.
In November 2011 the grouping Badalona Sense Correbous - Badalona Without Correbous
- was set up, now numbering more than 25 bodies and individuals from the worlds of
culture, politics and local and national groups.
The main task of the group is to make the residents of Badalona aware that this cruelty
towards animals is taking place in their own city – which has in fact no tradition of organising
encierros* - and aims to arouse enough local pressure for the council to ban this cruel
practice. Signatures at information points in different parts of the city are collected three
times a week and an evening of anti-bullfight theatre was also organised in March.
Correbous are torture, not culture.
www.animanaturalis.org www.badalonasensecorrebous.org - The latter site is only in
Spanish and Catalan, but if you visit the site and click on ¿ Quienes somos?, you will see
that QCA is part of this network
*Explanatory notes: The term correbou is used loosely these days, so although what
happens in Badalona is not technically a correbou, many people nowadays use it as a Catalan
term for any event of vaquillas or encierros.
This type of event only happens in a very small region in the south of Catalunya, on the
border with Valencia, and in Badalona, where it is argued that the tradition exists.
In over 90% of the Catalan region, correbous are not legal; a recent law prevents their being
held in any town without a previous tradition of them.
The term correbous is short for bous al carrer – ‘bulls in the street’. These animals are not
traditionally sent to the bull ring. An example of this type of event is the bou embolat,
in which flaming torches are placed on the bull’s horns, a tradition existing in several
Catalan towns.
The notorious Pamplona Bull Run is an encierro. This was the way by which bulls from
outside the city were moved to the bull ring for the corrida. Running in front of the animals
let loose in the streets is open to anyone over 18.
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Vaquillas – which is the event the council considers traditional in the town of Badalona – mean
‘heifers’ and, as the name implies, involve young animals. They commemorate the tradition
of cattle migration and are not bull fights in the classic Spanish style.
You can view a vaquilla on the Badalona sense Correbous web site, but briefly, a young
animal is released into the ring and the public are allowed to jump over the barrier, taunt
and enrage the animal. Capes are used, but not weapons. www.badalonasensecorrebous.org
~ Thanks again to the ethologist Jordi Casamitjana for his expert advice on these issues.
www.animal-protection-consult.com
Organised by CAS International (Comité Anti Stierenvechten in Holland and Comité
Anticorrida in France), the 6th. international anti-bullfight summit was held in The
Hague June 30 – July 12 2012.
Representatives of all the countries where the bullfight exists met to present advances in the
campaign for its abolition, particularly remarkable in South America. Study groups fostered
links between campaigners who not only face the sadism of the participants and sponsors,
but are working to break down the wall of indifference put up by a large majority of the
public who do not want to know about the suffering inflicted on the animals.
News from CRAC: www.anticorrida.com
The Congress of Panama passed a law earlier this year against cruelty to animals, banning
also bull and dog fighting, but excluding cockfights. Also banned are animal races, except for
horse races, which bring in thousands of dollars. Circuses could be suspended if they act
cruelly towards the animals.
On April 11, President Ricardo Martinelli imposed a partial veto on Law 308, but this does
not affect the proposed ban on bullfighting and dogfighting.
He suggested that the title of the law should be changed from ‘protection for domestic
animals’ to ‘protection for companion animals’ and also amended articles 6 and 16.
‘A companion animal’ is defined as ‘a domestic animal not forced to work nor used as food,
but kept as company or for the pleasure of the owners.’
Other modifications are:
Article 6:
“Experiments with animals can only take place when the results cannot be obtained by other
means and are necessary for the control, prevention, diagnosis or treatment of diseases which
affect humans or other animals, as well as for the advancement of basic scientific knowledge.”
“In the case of experiments on domestic animals, they will only be allowed in accredited
universities performed by appropriate persons.”
Article 16:
This article clarified sanctions and penalties to be exacted in the case of ill treatment of
animals.
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Víctor Juliao, sponsor of the bill, is pleased that Martinelli approved the most difficult points,
bullfighting both in the Spanish and Portuguese styles, and regulation of circuses in Panama,
saying “We are proud to set an example at the international level”.
Source: International Movement Against Bullfights. www.iwab.org
No Bull Runs for Costa Rica
The Humane Society International/Latin America reported in April that Costa Rica’s constitutional
court declared the “Pamplona y Más” – Pamplona and More - bull run unconstitutional,
showing in a historic vote that animals should be treated with dignity and must be protected
against mistreatment.The San Fermin bull run in Spain is famous world-wide and Costa Rica,
with its own traditional smaller scale bull runs, was hoping to develop a Pamplona-style run.
Thanks to much opposition, based on animal welfare and safety concerns, but also on the
undesirability of importing the cruelty of another country into Costa Rica, the ill advised
project was rejected. Given that this is the highest constitutional court in Costa Rica, it sets
an important precedent.
Mexico: Bullfighting
On April 22nd 2012 around 7,000 activists and citizens gathered at the main square of Mexico
City and, in synchrony with other 27 protests within the Mexican Republic, supported the bill
that seeks to ban bullfighting in Mexico City in order to give a voice to the bulls and horses
tortured in bullrings in the name of a ‘tradition’ that most conscientious citizens firmly reject.
The message to the legislators was clear: we reject violence towards animals and we’ll keep
on being the voice of these beings who cannot fend for themselves. If we want to root out
the problem of violence, let’s start by leaving behind these bloody shows which only harm
society, corrupt children and promote violence towards animals of other species. Hundreds
of public figures such as writers, celebrities, academic researchers, journalists and even a
former Colombian bullfighter used the social networks to support our campaign to abolish
bullfighting. 2000 people signed the petition.
Work on this campaign continues…
~ Ara Ferris/World Animal Day (WAD) Mexico.
Gustavo Petro, the mayor of Bogotá, announced the end of bullfighting in the capital of
Colombia in July.
According to the mayor “the bullring Santamaría will be part of the district education system,
in which the best poets and writers will meet daily with students of our public schools to
teach classes of literature.”
This is a great success for the anti-bullfighting movement.
However, delight has to be tempered with a sense of realism. According to Petro, there is
no dialogue with the bullfight industry at the moment. The mayor has kept the option for
a dialogue open to organize ‘bloodless’ bullfights.
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Jordi Casamitjana comments:
The bullfighting industry has not given in to pressure, and the Mayor is leaning towards
accepting the erroneously called ‘bloodless’ bullfighting. He rejected them at first, and so far
we have stopped them, but the risk that he will accept then now is real, since the bullfighters
are now accepting it.
We should congratulate Petro for having stopped all bullfighting in Bogota, but at the same
time warn him that this is the minimum we expect, and we would not accept any other
form of bullfighting activity. He has to know that these other types of bullfighting are also
universally rejected.
N.B. ‘Bloodless’ bullfighting is described as less cruel, but this is not true. The bull is not killed in
public, but hours or days after his suffering in the ring.
Excellent news from Zapopan in Mexico:
On July 4, legislation for health, protection and proper treatment of animals was officially
approved in Zapopan, Jalisco region in Mexico.
Temporary and permanent circuses with animals of all species are strictly forbidden. This
local law makes history in Mexico.
Penalties are provided for anyone keeping companion animals without identification (disk,
microchip or tattoo) and those unvaccinated. Sanctions will be applied against trainers,
animal shelters, vets and vet. clinics, and all establishments involved with animals which are
not registered with the local authority.
This success, involving AR groups, individuals and local government authorities, has been
more than 15 years in the making.
~ Thanks to Animanaturalis for this news. www.animanaturalis.org
CIRCUS NEWS:
In June, hot on the heels of the news that the Colombian capital Bogotá is to ban all
animals in circuses, Paraguay announced a nationwide ban on wild animals in circuses.
Animal Defenders International (ADI) applauds Paraguay for becoming the latest
country to ban the use of wild animals in circuses under Resolution 2002/12 passed by the
Secretary of the Ministry of the Environment.
Bans are in place in Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador and now Paraguay. Legislation for a ban passed its
second reading in Colombia earlier this year and legislation for a ban is well advanced in Brazil.
ADI enforced the Bolivian ban last year, raiding eight circuses that had defied the law and
rescuing and relocating every animal – including transporting 29 lions to the USA.
www.ad-international.org
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PATA MANZANILLO in Mexico
With more than 16,000 homeless dogs and cats fighting for survival on the streets of
Manzanillo, a group of concerned citizens decided to take animal welfare matters into their
own hands.
We have all seen or heard incidents of injured or starving animals hit by cars, abused, or
poisoned by angry residents and left to die in the street. What we don’t often think of is
the impact of strays on the community:
Each day an estimated 2,000+ liters of animal excrement is expelled onto Manzanillo
streets and beaches;
Abandoned animals fighting for food spread garbage and disease;
Street animals, singly or in packs, present a dangerous bite hazard throughout the community;
Sick animals and corpses present an enormous public health problem by spreading airborne
infections and contagious diseases.
PATA Manzanillo is a non-profit, all-volunteer group of local Mexicans and foreigners in
Manzanillo, Mexico, dedicated to the welfare of all dogs, cats and area wildlife. PATA stands
for Personas Ayudando a Todos los Animales - “people helping all animals.”
To accomplish our mission and meet our goals, we provide free spay/neuter clinics; foster
homeless animals and place them in forever homes; and cultivate a culture of respect for
animals through education. www.patamanzanillo.com
BELIZE
Belize’s frogs are under serious threat from habitat destruction, infectious disease, pollution
and pesticides. In January Michael Starkey, Chairman of SAVE THE FROGS! Advisory
Committee went to Belize, where he helped kickstart the country’s amphibian conservation
activities.
Like many countries in Central America, Belize is a hotspot of biodiversity and is home to
37 species of amphibians. Little is known about the amphibians of Belize and more studies
are needed to understand their ecology. Loss of habitat through deforestation is one of the
major threats to the flora and fauna of Belize and is definitely affecting amphibian populations.
There is also pesticide usage within the country, with little to no regulation implemented
in some areas. The threat of the nefarious chytrid fungus is an issue to amphibians, as it
has already driven many Central American species to complete extinction… while there
is environmental awareness within the country, there is a general lack of understanding or
appreciation of the importance of amphibians. There is a greater need for more education
to persuade and convince people that amphibians are crucial for maintaining the health of
ecosystems and are a benefit to the people of Belize.
See Michael’s last trip to Belize, and future plans at: http://savethefrogs.com/belize
The sad case of the dog Lennox in Belfast, destroyed in July because he was identified
by the council as a pit bull, a banned breed, has revived debate about, and opposition
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to, Breed-Specific Legislation. The following report is an important contribution to
this debate:
USA
The Vicktory Dogs at Best Friends in the USA
“The Vicktory dogs, rescued from Michael Vick’s dog-fighting operation in 2008, continue to
defy the stereotyping that almost cost them their lives. Indeed, the life expectancy of the
rescued victims of dog-fighting busts used to be shorter than their unfortunate kin who
remained in the ring. That’s because as soon as dogs were sprung from the ring, they were
killed by their rescuers because they were ‘bad by breeding,’ ‘time bombs waiting to go off,’
‘game-bred dogs’… whatever description made killing them the ethical thing to do.
The Vicktory dogs changed all that.
Owing to the high-profile nature of the case, these dogs could not be quietly disposed
of behind the scenes. The voice of Best Friends, and others who advocate for treating
every dog as an individual rather than as a category, prevailed. The Vick dogs were
individually evaluated and more than half of them were released to rescue organizations
for immediate adoption to the public. The 22 most challenging of the dogs, those who
had suffered the greatest trauma and neglect, came to Best Friends and became known
as the Vicktory dogs.
The Vick dogs have been victims of and witnesses to mind-shattering criminal violence.They
came with massive scars and other signs of physical abuse — some of the females having had
their teeth removed so that they would be more compliant forced breeders.They also came
with mental and emotional scars. Some were just too terrified to move in the presence of
a human, and some were so reactive that they could only be handled at first by our most
experienced trainers.
In January of 2008, the authorities in Kane County, Utah, where Best Friends Sanctuary is
located, required us to keep the Vicktory dogs away from visitors and volunteers. Our visual
coding for dogs with this staff-only designation is a red collar — one of three color codes.
Green collar dogs are easy for any volunteer of any age to handle and walk. Purple collar
dogs have minor issues — often only size and strength. We require staff and volunteers to
be 18 years of age and over to handle and walk them.
Earlier this year, seven Vick dogs graduated to purple collars and are set to follow nine of
their friends who have already been adopted, have an adoption application pending, or are
in a foster home.
While the court ordered that a couple of the Vicktory dogs spend their entire lives at the
Sanctuary, I am confident that this class of purple collar scholars will be in wonderful homes
before long.
They deserve the best because their hearts of gold have broken the stereotype of the canine
victim of dog fighting as dangerous animal. Because of their intelligence and their desire
to please the first humans who were kind to them, they earned the right for thousands of
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similar victims who followed behind them to be treated as individuals and given a chance
at a new life. Dogs rescued from fight-ring busts are now routinely evaluated as individuals,
thanks to them.
The Vicktory dogs, unfortunate victims of cruelty that they were, turned out to be what
we always knew they were … just plain old regular dogs, and they now have the purple
collars to prove it.”
~ QCA contributed to the Religious Proclamation for Animal Compassion which Best Friends
issued in 2009. We are grateful to them for allowing us to use this article.
www.Bestfriends.org
EGYPT
‘Earlier this year, a young lady called Jihan found a man selling animals in a main street near
downtown Cairo; there were one dog, a monkey and two baby foxes and all of them were
in very small cages; the baby foxes were very weak, sick and miserable.
The problem was that if the money is raised to buy the animals, where could the two baby
foxes be kept?
Mrs Amina Abaza, a great animal activist and the president of SPARE in Egypt, recommended
Touch of Life, because the founder Anouchka has a special connection with wild animals,
especially foxes and wolves.
The animals were rescued immediately, but unfortunately one of the foxes died in the street
and the other now at our shelter, a male almost two months old, was very aggressive, severely
malnourished and dehydrated from severe diarrhoea.We tried to reassure him and then he
started to feel more secure and to drink and eat, and then we introduced him to Kikebou,
our female fox, who started to clean and look after him.
After a month with us, we gave the fox a name - Mini Mina - he is now very happy, well
cared for and fostered by Kikebou.’
Pictures of Mini Mina can be found at:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Touch-of-Life-Organization/212409858776472
http://touchoflifeorganization.webs.com
IRAN
Vafa Animal Shelter in Hashtgerd, Iran.
Navaz Bustani, London contact of VAFA, writes about her visits last year:
‘The Shelter is in the middle of nowhere, about one and a half hours drive from Tehran en
route to Qazvin. The land is private, with a permit from the municipality, donated by Ms
Fatemeh Motamedi and her husband. Electricity is supplied through a generator and water
via massive water tanks, three of which need to be bought every week.
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The Shelter is now home to 400 plus dogs, run by four staff. The vast majority of the dogs
at the shelter are large Iranian stray or mountain dogs. Many are quite huge with the very
thick coats needed in the cold winters, but a burden in the summer heat.
There are only one or two unwanted pets - the rest are all strays.
All the dogs are neutered, largely by a team of volunteer vets from Tehran, who do it free
or very cheaply.
They are given full vaccinations and micro chipped. Some are fortunate enough to find a
good home, but the vast majority will stay in the Shelter for life. On my second trip, it was
a joy to see a young woman come and take a puppy home. She, her family and her house
had been vetted beforehand and the staff will make random visits to make sure that the
dog is being taken good care off; as they do with all their adopted dogs. It is difficult to find
homes in Tehran, as most people live in apartments and it is difficult to keep such large dogs.
Some 10% of the dogs have found homes in the US and Canada – they are sponsored and
the shelter takes care of all their vaccines/micro chipping/blood test and passports.
No dog is put down unless it is absolutely beyond saving. This means that the Shelter has
all sorts and ages ranging from puppies to very old and three legged to almost blind dogs.
They somehow all live together and respect each other and get along most of the time.
Some newcomers have to be kept separate until they get used to being with other dogs.
Some are fearful of humans and their trust is gradually won.
It is difficult to understand how a small handful of staff takes care of so many dogs. Just the
preparation of dinner takes all day; they start cooking the food in huge pots in the morning,
add bits and pieces during the course of the day and then let it cool down before feeding
400 dogs around 6:00 pm. Extra effort is made to ensure that the older and weaker dogs
are fed separately, so that no dog goes without.’
In June 2012, Navaz updated her report:
‘It has been ‘puppy season’ and the Shelter has been inundated with pups. . . despite the place
being full to bursting point, the staff just can’t say ‘no’ to new arrivals, including a pregnant
mother who gave birth recently. She was doing very well with her little ones; one of the
few births at the Shelter, as all the dogs are neutered/spayed.
After some beautiful spring weather, the hot summer has arrived. The trees that were
planted last year have survived the long cold winter and will provide some shade. The hard
work continues and the small number of staff is helped by a team of volunteers who visit
every weekend.’
www.cal-ir
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Tigers?
We English don’t have them.
Except in cages. But if Tigers
were gone we would have to
take on their shadowy habitats
and do their raging for them.
Don’t extinguish the Tiger.
God-If-There-Was-One
would be dimmed still further,
grieving the loss of this best
articulation of his Wildness.
- Paul Matthews

www.paulmatthewspoetry.co.uk

PHIL WOLLEN’S INITIATIVES IN INDIA
Kindness Farms
… among the most ambitious projects underway in India to counter the expansion of
animal agriculture are the Kindness Farms funded by Australian investment banker and
vegan philanthropist Phil Wollen.
The Kindness Farms might be described as a hybrid of Gandhian ideals with the notion
that doing good can at least break even, and perhaps inspire profitable business ventures.
“We have inaugurated our latest Kindness Farm in Visakhapatnam,” Wollen e-mailed on January
29, 2012. “It is huge, attractive, and productive,” raising “fruit, vegetables, feed-grasses, and
flowers,” as well as housing rescued cattle, buffalos, dogs, and horses.
“Kindness Farms will produce significant quantities of organic food, which is almost impossible
to buy in India,” Wollen said. “Organic vegetables and fruit command a high premium in all
the Indian cities. So we will soon acquire a retail outlet and will sell our produce directly
to rich Indians at a premium. The money will be used to support our animals. The food will
be branded Kindness Fresh Foods.
“We have also launched our fourth Kindness Mobile Restaurant, feeding hot vegan meals to
impoverished street people,” Wollen continued. “The recipients are encouraged to see the
food not as charity but as a stipend. They already share the streets and their meager meals
with the street dogs. So we ask them to keep their eyes open. If they see puppies being
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born, or a man whipping a horse, or a lorry hitting a cow, they should call our shelter and
we will send our ambulance. This idea is gaining traction in the community.
“We have committed to a third Kindness Farm in Bangalore, within the Morning Star
orphanage,” Wollen added.“It is already productive--sown, nurtured, harvested, cleaned and
cooked by the orphans.”
BOOK REVIEW
Is There Not a New Creation? The Experience of Early Friends
Anne Adams, pb., 41 pp., Applegarth Publications, Herefordshire.
Anne Adams, editor of the uplifting collection The Creation was Open to Me (1996) here returns
to the theme of Creation. She has a fresh look at some early Quaker beliefs, specifically
those of the visionary Friends, who felt they were living in a ‘New Creation’, a term which
appears to come from volume 3 of Isaac Pennington’s Works. Later Quaker writers have
often overlooked this era and there may be much that we can learn from it.
The New Creation had been described variously by a number of thinkers, but it incorporates
the idea of the Trinity, and can perhaps be summarised as the third of three ages: the first age
after the Fall being that of God the father; the second that of Christ; and the third that of the
Holy Spirit, which emerged from the teachings of Christ as ‘a time of peace and truth over
the whole earth’, a time of unity between God, humans and all of creation, and a restoration
to the pre-Fall order. In this time of restoration, women’s as well as animals’ importance
was once more acknowledged: women became ‘helpmeets’ again, like Eve, whereas before
the third age men were to rule over their wives.
Anne suggests as a likely source for these beliefs the ‘everlasting gospel’, the gentle, spiritual
vision of the 12th-century Italian Joachim Fiori, who drew his inspiration from the book of
Revelation.
Among the early Friends who felt they were living in a New Creation were George Fox,
James Naylor, Edward Burrough, James Parnell, Francis Howgill, and Isaac Pennington. Anne
notes how Fox in his writings often uses the word ‘creation’ as a shorthand for the otherthan-human world – ‘animals, plants, the sea, materials, weather…’, and how he and other
early Friends believed creation to have a ‘special sacred value’ of its own.
It is clear from their journals and tracts that these early Friends did, indeed, feel the
imminence of a New Creation, and in part recognised its relevance to how they related to
other creatures (Chapter 6: Animals): Thomas Taylor and James Naylor both decried any
‘sports’ using animals, such as bear- and bull-baiting, and cock- and dog-fighting. George
Fox railed against horses being beaten and their food being stolen; he even questioned the
use of ‘medicinable creatures’, and taught that people should not devour creatures through
conspicuous consumption.
28

This vision of a New Creation faded, and Anne suggests a number of possible causes:
firstly the changes in society at large which came to be known as the ‘Age of Reason’;
and then the desire among Friends for respectability and not to be viewed as fanatical, or
confused with other groups such as the Levellers, evidence for which she finds in Robert
Barclay’s Apology.
There were, indeed, some exceptionally compassionate Friends, John Woolman and Anthony
Benezet among them - not covered by Anne in this text - , who were well ahead of their
times in their deep empathy with suffering animals and their abhorrence of animal abuse
in its many forms. However, for the most part, the early Friends mentioned in this text,
especially Fox and Penn, though preaching the New Creation - the peaceable existence
pre-Fall - , still did not abandon their anthropocentric views: animals were ‘given for human
use’ – albeit kinder, more thoughtful use. We do not read why, as this group of Friends
would no doubt have been searching the Bible for guidance on the covenant with humans
before the Fall, they ignored God’s words: “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding
seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit.You shall have
them for food (Genesis1:29).’ Nor why Fox and Penn did not take their version of the
New Creation to its logical conclusion – no exploitation of other creatures whatsoever.
Fox is quoted as praising God for having brought forth all the creatures, ‘whereby they
may be food for you’ – hardly a New Creation state of affairs.
We do not learn why Fox and Penn chose to overlook the prophet Isaiah’s reminder of
the status quo in the Garden of Eden before the Fall: ‘He that killeth an ox is as if he slew
a man’ (Is. 66:3). Isaiah also gives us the vision of the wolf dwelling with the lamb; the
leopard lying down with the kid; and the calf, the lion, the cow and the bear all existing
peacefully together with infants and young children, in such a way that ‘They shall not hurt
nor destroy in all my holy mountain (Is. 9:11). Here, Isaiah reminds us that, pre-Fall, there
is no abuse by humans of the weak and voiceless. A slightly later Quaker who did take this
text very seriously was the American painter and preacher, Edward Hicks (1780–1849), who
made a series of about 100 paintings of The Peaceable Kingdom, but this is not mentioned.
Anne suggests that in our troubled times, where materialism has become god, a reexamination of the ideas of these Early Friends might be useful; the concept of the
New Creation certainly seems relevant to us as Friends today, when humans have been
responsible, through short-sighted and selfish actions, for destroying much of creation.
However, Anne omits from her final Discussion that, as 21st-century Friends, knowing all
that we now do about the capacity for animals to experience joy, fear, pleasure and most
critically pain in much the same way as we do, so many of us in the Society are still fudging
the issue, and behaving as Quakers did initially over the question of slavery: Friends owned
slaves, some even traded in them, and it was difficult for them to give that up because their
lives were made more agreeable by slavery. Friends’ early justification was that they cared
about their slaves and treated them kindly. Many Friends were among the first to realise
the iniquity of slavery, but it still took the majority a long time to arrive at the realisation
that, no matter how well treated slaves were, slavery in any form could not be justified. It
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seems to me that this is where we are with animal slavery now, and this text, given its title,
misses the opportunity to discuss the issue.
Anne comes from a ‘green’ rather than a ‘green and animal concern’ perspective, and she has
reminded us of some important early beliefs relevant for us today. However, if the argument
is that we need to be living in as close to a peaceful, pre-Fall situation as possible, then the
‘animal question’ simply cannot be left out, and there are early Friends who had things to
say about this who were not included. In the Society of Friends, as in the Christian Church
in general, Creation and green matters have been easy to champion of late: we can all agree
that reducing our carbon footprint is a good thing. But, much better informed now on the
degree of sentience of other creatures, Friends surely need to be stating clearly that if Godgiven Creation does have intrinsic worth and beauty, and if we are trying to live in a New
Creation echoing how things were originally ordered by God, then we need to respect
individual members of that creation – and by respect I mean: not to experiment on, nor
imprison, nor force into warfare, nor slaughter, nor generally use to satisfy our appetites.
We only do this because we are bigger and more powerful; and to offer as a justification
of such behaviour the idea that God gave us animals to do with as we please has been
refuted as a misrepresentation, when used to justify other examples of biblically-endorsed
oppression of minorities.
How much longer can Friends, for whom our Peace testimony is surely our greatest claim to
fame, persist in both condoning and being party to the (ab)use of voiceless, sentient creatures,
instead of speaking out on their behalf? How can we be content simply to demonstrate
that we are oppressing other sentient beings in a kinder, more peaceful and more Quakerly
(is that even possible?) way than does the rest of society? Or are we, like Robert Barclay,
more concerned to appear close to the mainstream and respectable than to stand up and
be counted on the side of Truth, Justice and Compassion?
~ Jill Greenway, member of Sidcot Local Meeting.
‘Twould ring the bells of Heaven
The wildest peal for years,
If Parson lost his senses
And people came to theirs,
And he and they together
Knelt down with angry prayers
For tamed and shabby tigers
And dancing dogs and bears,
And wretched, blind, pit ponies,
And little hunted hares.
~ Ralph Hodgson “The Bells of Heaven” 1917
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I would not enter on my list of friends,
(Though graced with polish’d manners and fine sense,
Yet wanting sensibility) the man
Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.
An inadvertent step may crush the snail
That crawls at evening in the public path;
But he that has humanity, forewarn’d,
Will tread aside, and let the reptile live.
~ William Cowper, Bedfordshire poet 1731-1800

UPCOMING EVENTS
Catholic Concern for Animals AGM is on October 18th., with speaker Kailah Eglington,
CEO of the Dr Hadwen Trust, at 2pm in St Joseph’s Hall, Brompton Oratory, London.
For more details, please contact CCA at www.catholic-animals.org
PURPLE POPPIES FOR REMEMBRANCE OF ANIMALS IN WAR
Services for Remembrance will be held countrywide on Sunday November 11 2012
Our involvement with Animal Aid’s Purple Poppy campaign is continuing and growing –
please contact them at www.animalaid.org.uk, or us, for more details if you would like
to lay purple poppies at your town’s service.
The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals service, led by Revd. George
Ochola, will be at 3pm at the Animals’ War Memorial, Park Lane, London.
www.aswa.org.uk
QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
May 11 2013
At Friends’ House, 173, Euston Road, London.
Speaker: to be confirmed in spring 2013 newsletter
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