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COMMITTEE OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS 2012-2013

Joan How, Membership: 144, Westmorland Avenue, Limbury, Luton, Beds. LU3 2PU

Marian Hussenbux:   Newsletter and Web Site: mhussenbux@btinternet.com 

Edna Mathieson:  Acting Co-Clerk 

Viktoria Nealis: Acting Co-Clerk

Feargus O’Connor:  Interfaith

Judith Treanor:  Treasurer

Scientific Advisor:

Angela Walder

HOW TO JOIN QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS 

Please send your cheque for £12 or £7 (usual concessions) for 2014 to Joan How, 
Membership Secretary, at the address below.

Please make cheques payable to Quaker Concern for Animals. Please don’t send cash. If 
you wish to pay by Standing Order, please ask for details.

It would help us if you would say how you first came to hear about Quaker Concern for Animals.

Requests for emergency funding, occasioned either by man-made or natural disasters, reach 
us more and more frequently. If you are able to support us with an extra donation, we can 
help more animals in distress.

I worship the earth and the airs that blow;
Churches and creeds are nothing to me.
I have my church where the daisies grow,

Under a whispering sycamore tree.

~ Mary Webb, Shropshire novelist 1881-1927

Geoff also has a long-term involvement with Hillside Animal Sanctuary and is a trustee of 
Journey’s End Animal Sanctuary in Florida. Other vegan enterprises include Fruits of the 
Earth, Pacific Isle Soap, Animus Badges, Animus Records and Rosalie’s Good Eats Cafe in 
Central London.

Geoff is a Saatchi shortlisted artist, award winning photographer, film maker, writer and 
lyricist. His work has a strong ethical base, such as his ‘Social Conscience’ series of paintings 
and cards, the art installation ‘Weapons of Mass Destruction’, the single ‘Wot, No Meat’, 
and the books ‘Babylon Farm’, ‘OR IS IT? A Tale from Another World’, ‘Celebrity Vegetarian 
Cookbook’, ‘Quotations on Dogs’ and ‘Quotations on Food Animals’.
http://www.artistgeofffrancis.com/
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QUAKER NEWS
As you see, your Committee has had a re-shuffle. Our Treasurer, Ros Lowther, stepped 
down after four years of service, to be replaced by a previous holder of this post, Judith 
Treanor. Sonia Waddell and Ann Johnson also stood down at the 2013 AGM.
We thank departing and returning members for their excellent service to QCA.
The Clerk has stood down after nine years and is grateful that Viktoria Nealis and Edna 
Mathieson have agreed to help out as Acting Co-Clerks.
Another development is that our member Joan How has agreed to take on a newly 
created post, liaising with members and being responsible for this area of administration.

INTRODUCTION TO JOAN HOW, OUR NEW MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:
Joan writes: 
I have been an Attender at Harpenden Meeting House since June 2012, but a Quaker 
by conviction all my life. I have loved animals since a small child and now support many 
animal welfare and rights charities, from the large ones such as RSPCA and WSPA, to the 
smaller ones here and overseas, such as Care for Chinese Animals and Animals Asia. I am 
also greatly concerned about environmental degradation and support Greenpeace, the 
Rainforest Alliance and Friends of the Earth, among others. 
Locally, I have been associated for 29 years with the Home for Unwanted and Lost Animals 
(HULA) in Milton Keynes.
Professionally, I worked in the banking sector, the NHS, and latterly trained as a musician 
and teacher of piano and music theory. 
I look forward to being of service to QCA as your new Membership Secretary.

HELPING DOGS IN WINTER
Our Treasurer Judith Treanor writes:
The Dogs Trust sends out Hope Hampers to homelessness organisations that help 
homeless dog owners over the Christmas period. Dog jumpers, coats and blankets are 
particularly needed for dogs who may be sleeping rough with their owners this winter.
I have knitted about 8 dog coats for two organisations. Dogs’ Trust, as part of the Hope 
project, like the larger size, as the dogs whom the homeless have are more likely to be large.
http://dogstrustblog.blogspot.co.uk/2012/09/calling-all-knitters-to-keep-canines.html
http://simplyknitting.themakingspot.com/blog/knit-a-doggy-jumper-for-dogs-trust-s-keep-
canines-cosy-campaign
Dogs Trust Magazine has an article about knitting coats:
http://www.dogstrust.org.uk/az/w/wag!magazine/autumnwag2012.pdf
Any knitted donations can be sent to Dogs Trust Hope Project, 17 Wakley Street, 
London, EC1V 7RQ, in November, please, as they have no room to store them.
If I only have wool for a smaller size, I send them to Battersea Dogs & Cats Home. 
Option 4 is the pattern I use:     http://www.battersea.org.uk/applications/site_search/?t
erm=knitting&searchreferer_id=18664
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And, for dogs in Wales:

“West Wales Dog Rescue is a small Dog Rescue registered charity based at Cardigan, 
West Wales. We take in unwanted and ill treated dogs from the 3 counties of West Wales 
and rehome over the whole of the UK. We are entirely staffed by volunteers and receive 
no public funding. During the cold winters our dogs desperately need warm washable 
coats. It would be lovely if some knitters could help by knitting coats from tiny Yorkshire 
Terrier type size to really large for greyhound size dogs. We could supply the patterns if 
the knitters wish or they could use their own. We will offer a small prize for the most 
unusual. We would feature the coats and their knitters on our website and in our quarterly 
newsletter and would hope to get local publicity through newspapers.”

http://www.ceredigionanimalrescue.org.uk/

 

WELFARE OF ANIMALS IN CLISSOLD PARK, HACKNEY

Our Acting Co-Clerk, Vickie Nealis, continues to monitor the animals in this park:

“Birds: The slanting roof is now over all three flights. The lights were on in the inside 
area (roost rooms), although most of the birds choose to be outside and perched away 
from the covered roof area. 

They have also installed new heaters inside the roost rooms to make sure the birds are 
warm enough in the cold weather, as recommended. 

“Baldy” the parakeet who was bullied and pecked by others last year and moved to one 
of the small flights, was very friendly to me when I visited. He squawked and climbed 
down the fence and let me put my finger through to stroke his neck. 

His neck is still bald, though his head feathers have slowly grown over the months.

Goats: Bob, the black goat and Dylan, the brown goat, both look sleek and well nourished. 
They are both in their late teens and have arthritis which is checked regularly by the vet. 

Rufus the cock and his 5 wives: They look healthy. One more recommendation was 
installed in June - a mesh wire “ceiling” over the hens’ pen so the pigeons can’t get in.

Deer: The conditions under which these animals were kept was the beginning of concern 
about the park, but all is vastly improved now. There are six healthy does and a stag, whose 
nose I have stroked through the fence. They have a large enclosure, with “private” areas 
fenced off for them to retreat to. The trees are established for shelter in the sun and rain. 
They are often on view - their choice -, lying down in the sun even in winter, and several 
times I’ve seen them galloping around together. 

For the first time, there were two swans on the river around the deer enclosure this year. 

Finally, I was asked to volunteer at the Butterfly Dome, which houses tropical species, 
and have begun my work.”

~ Thank you, Vickie, for your continued and successful work for the Clissold animals. Enjoy the 
butterflies!
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A HAMSTER WHEEL IS NOT ENOUGH

Ann Johnson, QCA representative for Sussex East AM, reports:

Earlier this year I embarked on a long-term project to draw and paint the rescue parrots who 
live permanently at the Raystede Centre for Animal Welfare, near Lewes, East Sussex

The Centre boasts modern facilities for all kinds of rescue animals and these temporary 
homes for small mammals who will be re-homed, are particularly imaginative, ensuring 
their stay is as enjoyable as possible. So many small creatures are kept in tiny cages, largely 
bereft of objects with which the animals can engage. But here the staff have used great 
creativity in using recycled objects to create comfort and interest and encourage activity 
for rats, hamsters, mice and gerbils, helping keep them busy and happy. 

All manner of household bits and pieces, including egg and sweets boxes, shredded newspaper 
and components of non-dangerous domestic appliances objects  are made into hammocks, 
platforms, tubes to run along, ladders, and materials with which to shred and build.

Raystede offers a whole range of activities for adults and children, as well, including 
educational events on animal care for local schools.
I shall continue to report on my time at Raystede over the coming months.
http://www.raystede.org/      www.annjohnsonpaintings.net 

‘Of www.quakeranimals.org.uk’ 
While earth, great dumb stepchild of the sun
lumbers slowly round First Day again,
a dusty caravan clops and pads 
up the steps to the meeting house.
Each creature carries a weight of silence far
deeper than words can find, each knows in every hair
and hoof and paw, feather or fur, unspoken watchfulness
but comes, just for an hour to lay it there.
A donkey stretches his ancient back but keeps his cross, 
two elderly cats, a rabbit and a rat knit their paws,
the cow rests her heavy luggage on a convenient bench
and rumbles quietly. A hiss of sheathing, of retracted claws.
Only a monkey, eldered twice, mutters, sulks
upside down from the lamp’s bald electric wire.
Tigers, unlikely to subscribe to Peace, are held in light 
but not invited, except to the safe perimeter of prayer. 
Dear Quaker Animals, how like your two-legged Friends you wait,
gentle for this morning, mild of face,
if slightly worn and puzzled,
deep in the thickets round the watering hole of grace.

~ Kate Foley.   www.poetrypf.co.uk/katefoleypage.shtml
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‘QCA patron André Menache attends the rally.

SLAUGHTER OF BADGERS

QCA was represented on June 1st. at the 
badger march in London by some six 
members, including Thom Bonneville who 
took the photos, Heidi Stephenson and 
our patron André Menache.

The photo below shows Sonia Waddell 
and Malcolm Winch, with our banner.

 

CAMPAIGN AGAINST SHARK FINNING
Joan Court, our Life Member and a former committee member writes:
Cambridge City Council received a petition containing over 500 valid signatures stating 
the following:

We, the undersigned residents of Cambridge, support a City By-Law that bans the 
possession, sale and consumption of shark fins within our City.

At the Council Meeting on February 21 2013, two councillors reported that there were 
allegations that shark fins were served in four restaurants in Cambridge and earlier this 
year Cambridge MP Julian Huppert tabled an Early Day Motion calling for a ban in the 
trade of shark fins.

The result was that This Council:
- is opposed to the practice of shark ‘finning’, which leads to thousands of sharks being 
killed or left to die in pain, solely for their fins; and

- notes that it has no realistic prospect of establishing a local by-law to bring full force 
to its opposition to the trade of shark fins

To those ends, this Council resolves:
- to write to the MPs who represent Cambridge in Westminster, and the Eastern 
Region’s MEPs, to call on them to strengthen the ban on the practice of shark finning, 
and to work towards a ban on trade in shark fins; and
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- to urge businesses and individuals in Cambridge to end the sale of shark fins and 
shark fin products and confirms that it will not knowingly purchase shark fin products 
for Council-provided catering.

~ QCA thanks Joan for her successful promotion of this important issue and sends compliments 
to Cambridge City Council. 

More information on sharks and this indefensible practice can be read in WELFARE 
AND CAMPAIGNING NEWS OVERSEAS

INTERFAITH

GOLDERS GREEN UNITARIANS REVISED MOTION TO 2013 GA ANNUAL 
MEETINGS

This General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches urges fellow 
Unitarians and all people of goodwill to promote a greater awareness and 
understanding of the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part 
and, recognising the dignity and worth of all living creatures, to cultivate an ethic 
of compassion and mercy to the billions of sentient beings who share this planet 
with us and to act in ways that promote our common welfare.

Passed nem con on 12 April at the Unitarian General Assembly Annual Meetings 
in Nottingham.

SUPPLEMENTARY BACKGROUND PAPER:  AMENDED MOTION FROM 
GOLDERS GREEN UNITARIANS

Purpose

The purpose of this amended background paper is to give additional information on the 
religious rationale for this motion and to explain why the original text has been revised.  

This intention of this revised motion is to encourage our Unitarian and Free Christian 
communities across the United Kingdom and Ireland and the individuals who belong to 
them to reflect, as members of a caring and diverse religious movement, on our dependence 
upon each other and the animals with whom we share this planet.  

It encourages Unitarians to do two things: firstly, to promote through whatever educational 
and worship opportunities are available, a deeper awareness and understanding of how 
far human beings rely on and interact with animals and the eco-system that sustains us 
and, secondly, to work together to act, in however small a way, to improve the welfare 
of animals.

In a world where our human sensitivities to the sufferings of our fellow sentient beings 
can sometimes be blunted, the proposers of this motion believe that Unitarians have an 
important role in sharing information about our interdependence and working in positive 
and life affirming ways to promote it.
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What is different about the amended motion?

On the advice of the Steering Committee we have developed a simpler motion, which 
distils the essence of what it is intended to achieve.  We have therefore dispensed with 
the sub-clauses in the original motion distributed with previous GA papers and replaced 
it with a motion comprising one sentence.   

Ideas that inspired the motion

The motion itself recognises the wisdom of promoting our care for the eco-system of 
our home planet which sustains all life and it reaffirms that belief in the worth and dignity 
not only of  our own species but all sentient beings which enlightened religious teachers 
through the ages proclaim and celebrate.

Many across all faith traditions as well as committed Humanists have promoted the 
noble cause of animal welfare and protection.  Unitarians have a long history of radical 
engagement and working to make life better for the weak and vulnerable: giving a voice 
to the voiceless and taking a more compassionate and all-embracing view of the natural 
world and our place in it. This motion is intended to demonstrate how our radical, inclusive 
and compassionate approach to engaging in the world extends beyond our own species 
to our fellow sentient beings and to the Earth itself.  

  

The work of religious societies and secular animal welfare charities

Some Unitarians have co-operated with people of other faiths and worked together to 
cultivate an ethic of compassion for our fellow creatures, so often at our mercy.  Two 
inspirational Unitarians from our past who devoted their lives to this work of mercy were 
Henry Bergh, the founder of the American equivalent of our RSPCA, and Frances Power 
Cobb. Both were passionately concerned, it should be noted, not only with animal welfare 
but also human welfare, especially the plight of the defenceless and vulnerable, such as 
children.  Just  as William Wilberforce was a founding member of the RSPCA (its founding 
secretary was an Anglican vicar and its second an observant Jew) so the collaborator 
of Frances Power Cobbe in her pioneering work for laboratory animals was that other 
great humanitarian of the 19th Century, Lord Shaftesbury. All believed that compassion 
and mercy for suffering creatures were indivisible: a Universalist religious ethic inspiring 
people of diverse faith traditions.

One practical way Unitarians and Quakers in particular have expressed that compassion 
for human beings and non-human animals alike has been though support of the Universal 
Kinship Fund of the Dr Hadwen Trust, which since its foundation at the World Congress 
of Faiths interfaith celebration of animals in September 2006 has raised £12,515.72 for 
vital medical research into breast cancer cardiovascular and other diseases without the 
use of experiments on living animals.
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Conclusion

This revised motion does not ask Unitarians to support the objectives or work of 
any particular organisation working in the broad field of animal protection and animal 
welfare.  The organisations referred to in sub-clause 2(1) of the original motion are just 
representative examples of those that work in the field.  Those charities referenced, 
however, provide a sense of the range of charitable organisations and their vital life 
saving work.   

By voting for this motion delegates will be affirming an important religious and ethical 
principle of universal compassion and showing to all the humane values we wish to 
promote in our communities and the world at large.

Golders Green Unitarians April 2013.

~ QCA congratulates the Unitarians, especially our committee member Feargus O’Connor, on 
this important advance.

PAWS FOR THOUGHT

for laboratory animals everywhere in memory of Frances Power Cobbe, 
the Irish Unitarian founder of NAVS and BUAV

Universal Spirit of Life,
I am frightened.
I cannot see.
My eyes hurt.
I pray that it will stop.
 
Universal Spirit of Life,
I feel vulnerable.
I cannot move.
My front and back legs are immobilised.
I pray that my pain will be seen and it will stop.
 
Universal Spirit of Life, 
I do not understand.
But I know the clinical smell of this laboratory.
I hear the voices.
It’s time for the horrible thing, the procedure, to be administered again.
I pray that my anticipation of horror will be seen and it will stop.
I pray that one day I can thank you for opening my cage doors. 
 
I pray for your mercy and empathy.
Remember our universal kinship. 
I give thanks for all those who care.
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May our whiskers twitch not with pain but in joy.  
Joy for all who work for scientific progress without doing us harm.
Joy that we are no longer afraid.
Joy for all those who feel for us. 
Joy and gratitude to all who struggle to set us free. 

Prepared for the Dr Hadwen Trust to mark World Day for Laboratory Animals by  
Rev. Feargus O’Connor, minister of Golders Green and St Albans Unitarians

RETRIBUTION

In all the reams of newspaper print and television coverage of the tragic and disastrous 
floods in Uttarkhand in northern India earlier this year, not one line has made mention of 
the unspeakable agony suffered by a poor caged leopard set on fire by certain two-legged 
monsters some time ago--in Uttarkhand.  Before scoffing at any possible connection between 
the two events, let the wise ponder on some facts.

Ancient Indians were the first civilised group to arrive at the discovery of ‘Sarvam Brahmam’ 
and ‘Tatvam asi’.  This oneness of all Being and interconnectedness was their gift to the rest 
of the world, way ahead of particle physics.  When we apprehend such inner unity truly, we 
also arrive at its corollary:  all pain is one pain.  Again, the logical conclusion to be derived 
from such an apprehension is that all pain is recycled...

After all, there is even Biblical precedent to suggest that natural calamities such as flood, 
drought, earthquake and suchlike are linked to increasing levels of human cruelty, avarice, 
depravity, lawlessness, malice and the like. Contemporary researchers have offered 
documentation regarding links between earthquakes and large numbers of animals being 
slaughtered at certain places.

Wise ones may also like to meditate on that marvellous Buddhist symbol of the three 
rings:  the outer ring for macrocosm and the inner ring for microcosm, both rotating in the 
same direction; and a middle ring rotating in the opposite direction to negate the delusive 
aspects of both.  One is not speaking here of any one-on-one poetic justice.  Rather, one is 
merely insisting that people and the media ought not to write off the sufferings of animals as 
being unimportant.  An animal is a pure being by virtue of its innocence and freedom from 
evil.  Any torture and death inflicted upon such an untainted being, in existential terms, is 
‘sanchitta karma’ which will inevitably bring about retribution in unexpected ways.

We cannot process cosmic and macrocosmic events; but we can all watch our step in 
dealing with the microcosm and not cause needless, wanton, brutal and malicious injury.

~ Vasumathi Krishnasami

The enlightened see the same Self in the Brahmin, endowed with learning and humility, the 
cow, the elephant, the dog and the outcaste.

~ The Bhagavad Gita           
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HOME NEWS

CONSERVATIVES AGAINST FOX HUNTING

Another in our series of reports on political action for the animals:

Conservatives Against Fox Hunting hosted a highly successful parliamentary table 
discussion hosted by Caroline Dinenage MP on 18th June 2013 to provide a briefing for 
anti-hunting Conservative MPs.

Ten anti-hunting Conservative MPs attended the briefing in the House of Commons and 
heard talks from key speakers including John Cooper QC, Joe Duckworth, the CEO of the 
League Against Cruel Sports, Robbie Marsland, the UK Director of IFAW, Dr Richard Ryder, 
the former Chairman and now Trustee of the RSPCA, Chris Platt, the President of Esher 
and Walton Conservative Association and Lorraine Platt, Co- Founder of Conservatives 
Against Fox Hunting.

MPs heard talks on why the Hunting Act needs to remain in place to protect wildlife, the 
hunt havoc that monitors experience, the latest successful prosecutions update and the 
polls demonstrating the majority opinion against hunting with dogs and hare coursing 
being made legal again.

MPs also had an opportunity to meet face to face the grassroots Conservative Councillors, 
Presidents, Chairs, Conservative think tanks policy Directors and Agents against the repeal 
of the Hunting Act which bans hunting with dogs.

It was the largest anti-hunt briefing table discussion to be held for anti-repeal Conservative 
MPs in the present parliament and Conservatives Against Fox Hunting were delighted 
with the high attendance by Conservative MPs.

Support also came from David Amess, MP for Southend West. From his web 
site:

[he] met with members of the Blue Fox, Blue Badger & Hare Conservative team in 
Westminster… He wished to express his support for the group, which supports the ban 
on hunting of badgers, foxes and hares…

At the event, David commented “It is our job to be good stewards of the environment, which 
includes protecting such precious animals as the badger and the fox. I am pleased to be here 
today with fellow MPs to support this great organization in its efforts to save these animals.”

The following is the background to this group, adapted from their web site. Lorraine 
Platt, Co- Founder of Conservatives Against Fox Hunting, has given permission for 
use of their material:

“Conservatives Against Fox Hunting has three new patrons, including Conservative MPs 
Caroline Dinenage, Tracey Crouch and Sir Roger Gale.

Conservatives Against Fox Hunting (The Blue Fox Group) was established by a 
Conservative Association Chairman (now the Association President and an elected Deputy 
Chairman Area) and his family in January 2010. 
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Two thirds of Conservative supporters and the 75% of the general population think hunting 
should remain illegal, as demonstrated in an Ipsos MORI poll carried out in 2009 for The 
League Against Cruel Sports. 

The Hunting Act 2004 outlaws hunting wild mammals such as deer, hare, foxes and mink 
by packs of dogs, and also bans the sport of hare coursing. 

Only 26 Conservative MPs are against hunting with hounds. The majority of Conservative 
MPs have stated their intention to vote for repeal when offered a free vote, which will 
mean a return to hunting stags, foxes and hares with hounds and hare coursing which 
the legislation currently bans and has done for the last six years. Conservatives Against 
Fox Hunting supports anti-hunting Conservative MPs and works to encourage more 
Conservative MPs to join them and represent the majority opinion against such sports.

The coursing and hunting of hares in the UK is not done because the hare is considered 
an agricultural pest, but largely for entertainment.  Hare coursing was permanently banned 
in Northern Ireland in August 2011.

It would be a nonsense to return to the past where activities such as hare coursing and 
hunting are again legal, when both activities have been shown to have no positive impacts 
on hare welfare as neither serves any practical purpose in terms of protecting agricultural 
interests. At a time when other countries are imposing a ban on this abuse of animals, it is 
extraordinary that politicians in England and Wales are contemplating making it legal again.

Conservatives Against Fox Hunting run three campaigns in Westminster- the campaign 
against a return of hunting with hounds and the 
campaign for a close season for nursing hares 
introduced in Westminster in 2011. 

Along with leading animal welfare organizations, 
they also campaign to protect badgers 
from the badger cull plans. 

This campaign - named Blue Badger - can be 
found on www.bluebadger.org”

TOTNES BADGER VACCINATION ACTION CAMPAIGN (TBVAC)

Ama Menec writes:

TBVAC is a Totnes-based group committed to the vaccination of as many badgers in the 
South Devon area as possible, with an emphasis on neighbouring sites to reduce pockets 
of non- vaccination. 

We aim to get this up and operational before the resumption of this summer’s badger 
cull, because the South Hams may be next in line to host a cull in 2014. If a cull zone 
doesn’t have 70% of area of land taking part, then a cull cannot proceed…so if we can 
get 30% or more of South Devon  refusing to cull, or have gone with vaccination instead, 
a cull cannot go ahead in this area. 
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We have a better than average chance of getting badgers vaccinated here around Totnes, 
thanks to organic farming methods and farmers caring for the environment and its wildlife, 
than many places in the UK.
We are looking for: Landowners and farmers who want their badgers vaccinated.
People with badger or wildlife handling experience who would like to train to vaccinate 
badgers, and who would be willing to vaccinate badgers for anyone who asks for it. We 
have more than 12 experienced people ready to train but we would welcome more 
experienced potential vaccinators, particularly from the farming community. 
Networkers who can approach landowners to offer vaccination, particularly if they 
neighbour other vaccination farms.
People good at fundraising to pay for licences, training, equipment and vaccines. 
Donations are very welcome and can be made via bank transfer to Account number: 
65635779 Sort Code: 089299
If you would like to join our Facebook group, just type in Totnes Badger Vaccination Action 
Campaign to find TBVAC. Alternatively call 07773902702 or email chair.tbvac@hotmail.com 
Badger vaccination is already being implemented by some landowners and wildlife trusts 
in Great Britain, and by the Welsh Government.
Badger vaccination is an acceptable, science-led and benign low-risk option.
Badger vaccination is a first step to a comprehensive UK livestock and badger vaccination 
strategy.
TBVAC is a group of lay vaccinators, with experience of handling livestock and wildlife, and 
are giving our time freely to vaccinate as many badgers as possible in Devon against bTB. 
We are particularly keen to vaccinate badgers in neighbouring farms to give contiguous 
vaccination. We will not be making a charge for our time, licences or equipment.
Ama Menec, Unit 2 Coombe Park, Ashprington, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 7DY
Or email: chair.tbvac@hotmail.com      Any queries call TBVAC: 077739 02702
Ama Menec – Sculpture      Ceramic and bronze sculptures of British wildlife.
www.amamenec-sculpture.co.uk  

NIGHT PATROLS TO HELP BADGERS

On 25th July, Gloucestershire Against Badger Shooting (GABS) issued a press release:

Volunteers from both Gloucestershire and other areas of the country are coming forward 
to join Wounded Badger Patrols that will walk public footpaths during the cull to 
look for injured animals.   The Patrols are being co-ordinated by local campaign group 
Gloucestershire Against Badger Shooting (GABS) and will cover most of the planned cull zone 
when shooting starts.

One of the aims of the government’s pilot culls in Gloucestershire and Somerset is to 
see whether they are humane, as this has never been done before.  Through a report 
released last month, DEFRA has said that it expects a number of animals to be wounded 
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but not killed. The report sets out that shot, but conscious badgers will be left in order 
to allow the shooters to carry on killing other badgers.  These animals are then expected 
to die from infection or starvation. 
Jeanne Berry, a spokesperson for GABS said “When we read the DEFRA report we 
knew many people could not just stand by and do nothing.   We have had a good and 
heart-warming response from many people right across the countries that are prepared 
to help us when the shooting starts.   Badgers could still benefit from more local people 
joining the patrols.
For more information call 01452 813168 or email wbpglos@gmail.com to join one 
in their area.”
The Wounded Badger Patrols will involve people walking legally on public footpaths near 
to where shooting will have taken place and all volunteers must agree to acting peacefully 
and within the law. 
Media Contact: Liz Gaffer prgabs@gmail.com  www.glosagainstbadgershooting.org 
Notes :

1) Gloucestershire Against Badger Shooting is a group of volunteers within 
Gloucestershire who have concern about the Badger Cull.  Volunteers within 
the group agree to act peacefully and within the law.

2) Copy of the redacted DEFRA document setting out details of the approach to 
measuring humaneness:

http://www.hsi.org/assets/pdfs/badgers_RedactedyellowPaper4-5Humanenes
sresearchproposal31_5_12_FINAL.pdf 

Important note from The Badger Trust website:
Helping trapped, sick, orphaned or injured badgers.
If you find a badger in need of assistance, please contact the Badger Trust 08458 287878. 

THERMAL IMAGING OF WILDLIFE IN CROPS 

By Rodney Hale

During recent decades, high intensity farming methods have resulted in increased width 
and speed of machinery such as silage cutters and combine harvesters.  This has led to 
a dramatic increase in the number of wild animals accidentally killed or injured during 
routine farm operations. The problem is greater during the summer when wildlife migrate 
from their birthplaces. Hares and young deer, especially, have a natural instinct to “sit 
tight” and motionless as a way of evading predators, but this behaviour seals their fate 
as a farm machine approaches. 

Various methods have been used to reduce wildlife mortality during farming operations, 
such as cutting crops from the centre outwards, which gives adult mammals and birds 
a chance to escape into surrounding fields, but wildlife friendly farming often leads to 
reduced efficiency. Recently, however, interest has surrounded the development of thermal 
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imaging techniques to detect wildlife concealed in long grass, enabling the machine to be 
stopped and the animal moved to a place of safety.  Researchers at Aarhus University in 
Denmark have fitted a thermal imaging camera to the front of a farm tractor linked to 
on-board computer processing, enabling the image to be enhanced against a background 
of “noise” created by sunlight warming up surrounding vegetation.  Detection rates using 
this method approached 100%.  

More recently, thermal imaging devices have been fitted to a drone or UAV.  When the 
drone has detected an animal it sends the GPS co-ordinates back to the operator.  The 
advantage of this approach is that large areas can be monitored in a short period of time 
and during a recent flight over agricultural land two roe deer fawns were pinpointed with 
great accuracy. Not surprisingly, this technology is expensive and work needs to be done 
to reduce costs to enable its widespread deployment on farms.  Also, trials in other crop 
types need to be carried out.

Apart from the issues of wildlife welfare and stress caused to farmers when having to 
dispatch injured wildlife, carcasses can lead to contamination of crops by harmful bacteria 
which pose a hazard to people who consume them. 

Perhaps during the next few thousand years of evolution, wild animals will have acquired 
the wisdom to move out of the way of farm machinery.  Meanwhile, the Danish researchers 
are to be congratulated on their efforts to improve wildlife-friendly farming practices in 
the future.

South-West Action For Hares (SWAFH) is a project-orientated organisation for 
the welfare and conservation for hares.  The national hare population has declined by 
75% since the 1960s and this has been especially marked in the South-West, where 
hares are already extinct in some areas.  The toll of leverets killed during silage cutting 
operations in this predominantly pastoral region has almost certainly contributed to 
the hare’s decline.

For further details please visit our website at: www.actionforhares.org.uk 

I wish to thank Kim Steen of the Department of Engineering, Aarhus University, for 
supplying the images and information 
for this article. The UAV is being 
developed and manufactured by Sky 
Watch in Denmark. 

~ Thanks to Rodney Hale for 
another informative article and best 
wishes to SWAFH.

More relating to hares, re-printed 
with permission from the SWAFH 
newsletter of July 2013:
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Oilseed rape
The toxicity of this crop to hares, except in its early growth stages as reported in the 
Number 8 edition has promoted interest among SWAFH members.   The original source 
of this information was page 12 of “The brown hare in Britain” by Stephen Harris and 
Graeme McLaren  published in 1998 ISBN 1 901501 04 3   Glucosinolates found in oilseed 
rape  and other brassica crops are synonymous with goitrogens and can be converted to 
goitrins which interfere with thyroid hormone synthesis. The thyroid gland controls the 
rate at which the body uses energy. Erucic acid, also found in OSR is damaging to cardiac 
muscle. So perhaps it is no co-incidence that an animal such as the hare which is capable 
of bursts of extreme activity seems sensitive to the presence of these substances.  That 
capability is also probably associated with a heart which is six times the weight of a rabbit’s 
for a body weight of only double.

And:
Hares Preservation Act 1892
As of  Ju ly  31 st. i t  i s  lega l , 
unfor tunate ly, for hare or 
leverets to be sold, or offered 
for sale, including on the menu in 
restaurants.

The next prohibited period under 
the Act will commence on 1 
March 2014.

Please note: Hares can be shot 
for “sport” throughout the year, 
including during this period, but 
must be disposed of by some 
other method.  All hunting with 
dogs, including hares, is banned 
under the Hunting Act 2004, but it 
still goes on.

LIVE EXPORTS FROM DOVER

Kent Action Against Live Exports (KAALE) continues to hold a monthly demonstration 
outside the Eastern Dock terminal entrance at the Port of Dover on the 1st Saturday of 
every month between 12 noon and 3pm.

This is a report of a special demo, in company with the RSPCA:

“On Saturday August 3rd.  some 200+ people attended the rally against live exports 
outside Dover Eastern Dock.

The hare in the lane ~ Ama Menec ©
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Gavin Grant, CEO of the RSPCA, sent his second in command and his chief inspector 
for the South East, plus various other RSPCA workers.

The rally was peaceful and received lots of support from the passing public on the busiest 
day of the year for people going on holiday through Dover.

Our aim is to raise awareness amongst the general public, as there are millions out 
there who don’t even know it is going on and of course the government would like it 
to remain that way.

After the deputy chief executive of the RSPCA had spoken and re-committed the charity 
to the campaign, Claire Hawkins, Labour candidate for our area, gave a rousing speech 
followed by speakers from KAALE who also seemed well on form.

We had several councillors from Dover District Council in attendance and the council 
is to hold an investigation into the trade in September with a view to calling for a ban 
from them.

We hope to give evidence against the trade and we have a lot of that. The RSPCA and 
Compassion are also to be asked to put forward their findings and we feel confident 
that a motion to get behind the campaign put forward by the Labour wing will go through.

~ Yvonne Birchall, secretary of KAALE.  www.kaale.org.uk  

The RSPCA says:
Every year millions of animals – some as young as two weeks old – are transported 
throughout Europe. Many suffer from stress, exhaustion and thirst – some even die in 
transit.

When the trade was from  Ramsgate, RSPCA inspectors were invited to be at the port 
to observe what was going on – and warning notices were issued – but after the trade 
moved to Dover the RSPCA was not allowed to go into the port by Dover Harbour Board.

Whilst at Ramsgate, animals were found with defective watering and ventilation systems, 
animals were found with injuries and animals were forced to travel in unsuitable weather 
conditions. We now fear the same may happen at Dover.

RSPCA chief executive Gavin Grant said, “We want to make sure that holidaymakers who 
are sailing off to have a delightful time with their families on the continent understand 
that sadly from the Port of Dover animals are being shipped to a grisly fate in European 
abattoirs.

“We want to urge those holidaymakers and all Dover residents to speak out and to send 
a very clear message to Dover Harbour Board that RSPCA inspectors should be inside 
the port looking at what is going on for those animals and that people should be doing 
everything they can to urge the Government and the European Union to end this really 
grim trade.”

There are now only cursory examinations of the animals at the port before they are 
loaded to begin their journey from Dover and the RSPCA is not allowed to see the 
animals at any time.
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Grant added: “This trade has no place in a modern, civilised compassionate society like 
Britain and it really must stop. This is part of your community and the people of Dover 
must stand up and speak out – because the animals cannot do it for themselves.

“We are urging the people of Dover to send a very clear message to Dover Harbour 
Board that RSPCA inspectors should be inside the port looking at what is happening to 
those animals,” he added.

RSPCA has called consistently on the Dover Harbour Board to allow its inspectors 
into the port, so they can ensure the welfare needs of the animals are being met 
and see that all rules and regulations are being adhered to by the transporters. The 
charity is also pushing for permission to be on board the vessel that transports the 
animals across the English Channel [the Joline] so it can see the conditions the animals 
are being shipped in…

“This is the 21st century and there is no place for shipping live animals to their death, 
often without stunning, in abattoirs across Europe.””

We want to see:

• An end to long-distance transport of live animals in favour of a ‘carcass-only’ trade
• A maximum eight-hour journey time for all animals travelling for slaughter or 

‘further fattening’ across the EU
• Amendments to existing legislation that allow ports to refuse the cruel trade in 

live animals 
• While the trade continues, for the full costs of veterinary and Animal Health 

regulatory inspections as well as lairage and emergency facilities to be borne by 
the hauliers, rather than by the taxpayer.

What we’re doing:

Although we do not support the trade in live animals, while it goes on the RSPCA will 
ensure that current laws are upheld and enforcement agencies properly minimise the 
suffering of the animals. We are also campaigning to bring about an end to this cruel and 
unnecessary trade in live farm animals. 

Please visit: www.rspca.org.uk/livetransport/  

~ Thanks to the RSPCA for permission to reprint this information.

Compassion in World Farming also held a march in London on 10th August to carry 
the message to the capital. QCA members attended. The photo shows, left to right:

Ann Johnson, Sussex East AM – Judith Campbell, Muswell Hill – Gemma, Chichester – Julie 
Hinman, Worthing. Photo courtesy of Thom Bonneville.   

The Harbours, Docks and Piers Clauses Act of 1847 states that all ports must allow the free 
trade of goods: if someone pays the fee to use the Port, they must be allowed to ship 
their goods. Live farm animals are still classified as goods. Even if the ports don’t agree 
with the trade, they must comply.
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Compassion is working to have this law amended – please visit:
http://action.ciwf.org.uk/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=119&ea.campaign.id=21798&utm_
campaign=transport&utm_source=stewardshipemail&utm_medium=email&ea.url.
id=159271&ea.campaigner.email=gW1gGfyZkjy9%2B%2FOOshmm6HkSdwkWTVlYmRe
eZjXJfP8=&ea_broadcast_target_id=0 from which you can lobby the Farming Minister 
David Heath. Copying to your own MP helps too.

WELFARE AND CAMPAIGNING NEWS OVERSEAS

FRANCE – THE BULLFIGHT

A major demonstration, organised by the Comité Radicalement Anti-Corrida 
(CRAC) against the corrida in the heart of French bullfighting, Alès, took place on the 
weekend of May 11 2013. 

Demonstrators arrived from other parts of France, from  Belgium, Spain, Italy and Britain. 
Led by Jean-Pierre Garrigues, president of CRAC, they numbered some 4000 in their 
red tee shirts, symbol of the demo.

After a welcome from the chief of police, assuring them that he would do everything to 
make their stay in Alès pleasant, the first stage of the rally began. Demonstrations were 
timed to coincide with each of the three bullfights of the weekend.

National TV channels and newspaper reporters interviewed the speakers and 
campaigners, the march set off and it was soon apparent that the majority of local 
residents supported the protest, some opening their windows to applaud.

This was the first time in the campaigners’ experience that a demonstration for an 
animal cause had been so warmly welcomed. 

Barriers had been erected at the bullring, manned by riot police.

Some bullfight supporters, coming out from the first corrida of the weekend, passed 
behind the police – one of them shouted out an insult which enraged campaigners. 
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The situation became charged, campaigners’ discontent grew and eventually the police 
started using teargas.  The deputy director of the Gard region himself admitted to  Jean-
Pierre Garrigues that it was the provocation of the bullfighting supporters and certain 
over-zealous police officers who had caused this problem. In another aggravating inci-
dent, a lorry full of Camargue bulls passed and someone on the top of the vehicle was 
striking the bulls with a pike, which inflamed passions further.

On the second day, a speech by Jean-Marc Montegnies, who had attended the Saturday af-
ternoon corrida in order to bear witness in words and pictures to the cruelty of the bullfight, 
moved the campaigners.  It was shocking to hear that a young bull whose belly had been 
pierced by a sword and whose entrails were falling out was the object of joking by the fans.

On the final day, the sound system lorry with Jean-Pierre and 20 demonstrators carrying 
flags were allowed to enter the off limits area of the fair, whilst the thousands of others 
stayed outside in accordance with police instructions.

The demo ended with a few minutes meditation in memory of the bulls tortured in Alès 
over a weekend which the campaigners had wanted to be the « week-end of abolition ». 

The rally ended with their promise to rid Alès for ever of the shame of the bullfight – 
before moving on to the next town.

~ Thanks to Muriel FUSI, CRAC Europe representative for the Ile de France region, 
for the material from which this edited report was translated and to Jean-Pierre Gar-
rigues for permission to reprint. 

http://www.anticorrida.com/Compte-rendu-des-manifestations-d-Ales.html - in French.

www.quaker-animals.co.uk/2013/05/report-on-the-anti-corrida-demo-in-south-west-
france/  

MEXICO
Mexico City passed a decree earlier this year which criminalises cruelty and ill treatment 
of animals, whether domestic, street or wild.
Fines of up to 26.000 pesos (nearly £1300) are available for ill treatment, torture or 
cruelty perpetrated against a ‘non-verminous animal’. 
At least six months – 2 years prison and fines of 50 to 100 days of the minimum salary 
will be handed down to anyone causing non-lethal cruelty or harm.  If the animal’s life is 
put at risk due to ill treatment, the penalty will be increased. 
If cruel treatment results in the death of an animal, this is punishable by 2-4 years in prison 
and from 200 - 400 days’ fine.
However, bullfights, cockfights, horse and dog racing are some of the spectacles not 
covered by this legislation.
And: The state of Sonora, in the west of Mexico, with 3 million inhabitants, has banned 
the bullfight within the jurisdiction, the first Mexican state to do so. Sonora is one of the 
biggest states and one of the most densely populated.
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The local Congress voted unanimously for a new animal protection law – sponsored by 
the Partido Verde Ecologista de México (PVEM) – Green Ecology Party of Mexico - banning the 
bullfight in all its forms.
The law also obliges communities to provide free sterilisation for companion animals.
Fines of up to 400 days of salary are available and prison of up to four years in cases of 
non-compliance.   
The new law will be enforced in the state of Sonora three days after its publication in 
the Official Gazette. 

QCA wrote to thank the congressman, pointing out, however, the need to extend judicial 
protection to all animals; cockfighting, horse shows and circuses with animals are not 
affected . 

Source in Spanish: www.sdpnoticias.com/estados/2013/05/02 

and Animanaturalis Mexico : www.animanaturalis.org
Our friend Ara Ferris, Mexican ambassador for World Animal Day, describes this 
as a great step forward and also reports that six towns in the state of Veracruz are 
already anti-corrida: Teocelo, Fortín de las Flores, Xalapa, Boca del Río, Veracruz 
Puerto and Córdoba.             
www.worldanimalday.org.uk 

COLOMBIA

In a plenary session in June 2013, the Colombian Senate passed the law which bans the 
use of wild species of animal – native or exotic - in all circuses, static or travelling. The 
President was due to sign the bill within fifteen days and from that date, travelling circuses 
with wild animals would not be allowed to enter Colombia. In the case of national circuses, 
they have two years to comply with the legislation.

This is yet another Hispanic country to restrict the use of animals in circuses – after 
Bolivia (2009), Peru (2011) and Paraguay. Other countries with a total or partial ban are 
Canada, Sweden, Denmark, Austria, Greece, Singapore, Brazil [and now Belgium].

Source: El Espectador and Animanaturalis, who congratulate Animal Defenders 
International which led the lobby for a ban in Colombia.

~ QCA thanks Andrea Padilla of Animanaturalis in Colombia, who clarified the details 
of this important advance.   www.animanaturalis.org 

BRAZIL 

The Federal Council of Veterinary Medicine in Brazil in June 2013 announced a ban on 
the amputation or the docking of dogs’ tails for so-called aesthetic reasons.

The Council had already banned the cutting of vocal cords, ear docking and the de-clawing 
of cats in 2008, but at that stage only recommended an end to tail docking.
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Vets performing the procedure will be subject to an ethical and professional investigation 
and could lose their licences to practise.

THE GODDESS

The ancient Egyptians believed that their gods appeared on earth in animal form. The cat 
was considered to be the incarnation of the goddess Bast or Bastet.

O Cat, your ears detect sounds I cannot hear,
Your eyes see visions beyond my sight,

Your ancient wisdom, received from the goddess,
Has taught me the importance of attentive love.

You hear the suffering of your fellow creatures,
The coyote trapped and crying in pain,
You see the veal calf living in darkness,

And the battery hen imprisoned in her cell.

Please tune my ears to these cries,
Help me to pay attention,

Lead me to love, respect and protect,
As you, their Goddess, enfolds them. 

©Anne Harding, Telford Local Meeting

FIRST HUMANE EDUCATION SEMINAR FOR ARAB EDUCATORS IN ISRAEL

In the Spring 2010 issue of our newsletter, we reported on humane education initiatives 
designed for secular and Jewish schools in Israel. Here is a very positive update received 
from Nina Natelson, founder of Hakol Chai:

CHAI’s sister charity in Israel, Hakol Chai (Everything Lives), launched a pioneering 
educational initiative in Arab schools, in cooperation with Israel’s Ministry of Education.

Seventy principals, assistant principals, counselors, and teachers representing 13 schools 
attended by Moslem, Christian, and Druze Arab students participated in a 2-day 
conference in April sponsored by CHAI/Hakol Chai, entitled “Expanding the Circle of 
Compassion.” At the event, Hakol Chai introduced its pilot humane education project, 
set to begin in participating schools in September. 

“This project provides us with a tremendous opportunity to create a positive shift in 
consciousness in students and educators toward respect and compassion for all living beings,” 
said Rae Sikora, who led the conference. Ms. Sikora is an international humane education 
expert, author, and co-founder of The Institute for Humane Education and of Plant Peace Daily. 
She was also the co-developer of the first Humane Education Certification program and 
the first Master of Education in Humane Education program at a U.S. university.
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Evaluation questionnaires submitted by conference participants indicated a positive 
response to the material taught and willingness to incorporate the values presented 
into their classes. Most noted that before the seminar, they did not care about animals. 
However, as a result of the videos, PowerPoint slideshows, and activities presented at 
the event, their attitudes changed, and they now wish to teach their students respect 
and caring for animals. Many also wrote that they are now willing to allow their own 
children to adopt animals. 

Following are some of the participants’ comments:
“This program offers pupils the opportunity to create a better and more tolerant world.” 

“I am willing to fight for the cause that animals will not be harmed and will be allowed to 
live in peace and not subjected to torture. I am no longer indifferent to this subject....This 
program will contribute to creating a better society and to world peace.” 

“I was unaware of the importance of humane education and the possibility of creating change 
in students and in society in general. This program has had an impact on my awareness, on 
the way I will treat animals, and on my lifestyle. The activities and knowledge we acquired 
here created change, and as a teacher, I am committed to passing on what I learned to my 
students. I see it as mandatory to transfer to my pupils the knowledge I acquired about 
moral problems related to how animals and how all living beings are treated.”

Child psychologists agree that instilling humane attitudes in children is key to creating 
moral, contributing citizens and a compassionate society. Hakol Chai, which will supervise 
the implementation of the program in Arab schools, will also sponsor a conference for 
teachers in Hebrew-speaking schools in Israel. 
Please visit: www.chai.org.il – site in Hebrew, Arabic and English.

INDIA

The Indian Minister of Environment, Jayanthi Natarajan, has clearly stated that the 
government will not allow dolphinaria to be established in India.

Credit for achieving this historic ban goes to The Federation of Indian Animal 
Protection Organisations (FIAPO) along with their partners Born Free Foundation, 
Global Green Grants Fund, Earth Island Institute’s Dolphin Project and Wildlife 
Rescue and Rehabilitation who have been working on bringing about this prohibition 
in India for the past year and have together been leading the campaign across the country.

All State Governments are asked to reject any proposals for establishing dolphinaria ‘by 
any person/ persons, organizations, Government agencies, private or public enterprises that 
involves import, capture of cetacean species to establish for commercial entertainment, 
private or public exhibition and interaction purposes whatsoever’. 
This statement is groundbreaking also in that it accepts that ‘the unusually high intelligence; 
as compared to other animals means that dolphin should be seen as “non-human persons” 
and as such should have their own specific rights and is morally unacceptable to keep 
them captive for entertainment purpose’…
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The spirit of ahimsa lives on in India and the minister and animal advocacy groups are to 
be congratulated on this wonderful advance.
Fishermen’s Association calls for Shark ‘Fins Naturally Attached’ Policy
In a letter to India’s Ministry of Environment and Forests in May, the Association of Deep 
Sea Going Artisanal Fishermen calls on the government to adopt a ‘fins naturally attached’ 
policy in support of Humane Society International/India’s campaign to end the cruel and 
wasteful practice of sharkfinning.
Testing Cosmetics 
Humane Society International/India praises a direction given by the Drug Controller 
General of India (DCGI) to fast-track deletion of the final two animal tests from India’s 
cosmetics safety standard. The directive was issued during an emergency meeting of the 
Bureau of Indian Standards’ PCD19 Cosmetic Sectional Committee, to which HSI/India 
was a special invitee, and marks the beginning of the end of acute oral toxicity (lethal 
poisoning) and oral mucosal irritation animal testing for cosmetic purposes in India. 
“Humane Society International/India applauds the foresight and compassion of Drug 
Controller General Dr. G.N. Singh’s direction in this progressive move,” said HSI India 
Be Cruelty-Free Campaign Manager Alokparna Sengupta. “It’s unthinkable 
that in this day and age, animals are still choking on cosmetic chemicals in decades-
old poisoning tests while companies choke on their own inertia in switching to a 
cruelty-free business model.”
From now on, companies in India wishing to test cosmetic products or ingredients for 
these specific effects will have to submit a non-animal testing proposal to the DCGI for 
approval. Eventually, it is expected that the Indian cosmetic standard IS4011 will be amended 
to reflect the changes as directed by DCGI. The BIS has the responsibility of setting up 
safety standards for cosmetics by the Central Drug Standards Control Organisation 
(CDSCO), through the Drugs and Cosmetics Act of 1945.
HSI’s Be Cruelty-Free campaign, the largest-ever global effort to end animal testing for 
cosmetics, has worked with various Legislative Assemblies and Members of Parliament in 
India who have written to the CDSCO and BIS in support, asking for an end to cosmetics 
testing on animals.
To show your support for an end to animal testing for cosmetics in India and around the 
world, sign a Be Cruelty-Free pledge:
http://www.hsi.org/becrueltyfree
~Thanks to Alokparna Sengupta and Nuggehalli Jayasimha of HSI India for their 
permission to reprint this news.

Humane Society International/India and its partner organisations together constitute one of the 
world’s largest animal protection organisations. For more than 20 years, HSI has been working 
for the protection of all animals through the use of science, advocacy, education and hands-on 
programmes. 
Celebrating animals and confronting cruelty worldwide — www.hsi.org
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UPDATE ON SHARKS

Oceana reports:

‘The European Union (EU) has just officially adopted a strict ban on shark 
finning! Saturday (July 27) ended nearly a decade of battle to close several enforcement 
loopholes that had permitted some forms of shark finning. Finning has technically been 
prohibited in the EU since 2003, but an exemption allowed Member States to issue special 
permits for fishing vessels to remove shark fins on board. In particular, an exemption used 
by Spain and Portugal allowed some vessels to remove sharks’ fins at sea, which made it 
nearly impossible to detect and monitor the finning that was occurring…

“At long last, the EU has a real and enforceable ban on shark finnning with global 
implications,” commented Xavier Pastor, executive director of Oceana in Europe. 
“The EU catches more sharks than any country in the world, and plays a key role 
in regional fisheries management organizations where finning remains an acknowledged 
problem. After ten years with a flawed ban in place, it can now make a serious effort to 
tackle the issue internationally.”

Since Oceana’s first days working in Europe, we have campaigned for this strict ban on shark 
finning. The EU catches sharks in the Atlantic, Indian, Mediterranean, and Pacific Oceans. 
It is the largest shark fishing power in the world (with 17% of reported shark catches 
in 2009), and is the largest exporter of shark fins to Hong Kong and mainland 
China. In closing these loopholes, the European Union effectively closes a major supply 
of shark fins, diminishing the shark fin market worldwide.’

For more information on this and many other issues: OCEANA | Protecting the World’s 
Oceans   www.oceana.org 

StopSharkFinning.net is a web site set up as a personal endeavour - one person trying 
to stop a barbaric and cruel trade and to inspire others to do the same.

Restaurants which serve shark fin soup – and those which don’t – are listed on the site.
http://www.stopsharkfinning.net
It is not an organisation or charity, so donations are not solicited or accepted.

If you would like to donate money, please send it to one of the many organisations that 
is working to protect sharks and the oceans, such as Sea Shepherd, Wild Aid, the Shark Trust, 
Bite Back and Shark Savers:

www.seashepherd.org – www.wildaid.org – www.sharktrust.org – www.bite-back.com 
– www.sharksavers.org 
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BOOK REVIEW
The Compassionate Animal 
The Yoga of the Extended Circle of Compassion
By Barbara Gardner, foreword by Dr. Richard D. Ryder.
Published by Animal Books and Media Limited.
Ivybridge, Devon, England. 2012 ISBN: 978 - 1480155695
Barbara Gardner has been a trustee of the National Society of the RSPCA. She holds 
a business degree from the Kingston Business School and is a chartered accountant, 
which she applies, with her experience of corporate life, to volunteering as a trustee for 
various charities. She has practised the ancient art of yoga throughout her life and is a 
yoga teacher and a member of the Yoga Alliance.
This is an excellent book, well-researched and informative, bringing together the principles 
of all the world’s great spiritual traditions with today’s increasing concern for the welfare 
of the animals with whom we share the planet.
We learn that compassion starts as the ability to empathise with the suffering of others, 
and then progresses to a desire to alleviate this suffering.   The author points out that 
compassion and non-violence are at the heart of all the great world religions, and she 
reminds us of the Golden Rule, which says that we should always treat other living beings 
as we would wish to be treated ourselves.
The book covers many diverse ideas including the evolution of compassion, the mysteries of 
consciousness, spiritual traditions, and great thinkers past and present, and it brings all together 
into a coherent whole.  Its message can be summed up in the words of Tolstoy, who wrote 
“If a man aspires towards a righteous life, his first act of abstinence is from injury to animals”.

~ Sonia Waddell, Reading Local Meeting

Fetch 
If I only knew how,

I would bottle my dogs like a fragrance,
their essences harnessed.

Even after they strayed to the fog
where they vanish forever,
I could open that vessel,

as I grieved,
inhale them like oxygen,
pour them over myself
like baptismal waters,

healed of delusion and vanity,
saved from human nature,

born again with an adequate heart,
and I might be retrieved. 

Copyright © 8-8-13, Juli Maltagliati, Florida.
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 UPCOMING EVENTS

Catholic Concern for Animals AGM: Thursday. Oct. 3rd at 2 pm.
Oratory Hall, Brompton Road, London.
Speaker: Mgr. John L. Chaloner, Chairman of CCA.

10th. Interfaith Celebration of Animals
At Golders Green Unitarians,  Hoop Lane,  Golders Green, London.
On Saturday October 5th. 2013 at 3 pm.
To celebrate St. Francis Day and Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday and to mark World Animal Day.
Supported by Quaker Concern for Animals.
We shall welcome speakers from the Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim and 
Sikh faiths.
Our key speaker is Gavin Grant, CEO of the RSPCA.
For more details, please contact the Revd. Feargus O’Connor at: ggunirev@aol.com

Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals Annual Service:
For Animal Welfare Sunday, October 6.
Truro Cathedral, Eucharist Harvest Service at 10.00 am.
Preacher: Revd. Hugh Broadbent of the ASWA committee.
Please note, this is not an animal blessing service.

Catholic Concern for Animals Service of Blessing and Thanksgiving for 
Animals:  Sunday Oct. 6 at 3 pm.
St. John Vianney Church, Charlton Road.
Speaker: Sr. Mary Joy Langdon IJS and her dog Bambi

PURPLE POPPIES FOR REMEMBRANCE OF ANIMALS IN WAR 
NOVEMBER 10 2013
QCA members in an increasing number of towns and cities have been supporting Animal 
Aid’s Purple Poppy campaign since 2009. For poppies and wreaths, contact them at www.
animalaid.org.uk  01732 364546. Further information on participation is available from 
Sussex East AM QCA representative Ann Johnson: ann.john377@btinternet.com

The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals service, 
led by Revd. George Ochola, will be at 3pm on November 10 
at the Animals’ War Memorial, Park Lane, London.   www.aswa.org.uk

QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
On May 10 2014 at Friends’ House, 173, Euston Road, London.
Speaker: to be confirmed in spring 2014 newsletter


