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Archerfishes hone their skills through practice and by watching others. From What a Fish
Knows: The Inner Lives of Our Under Water Cousins by Jonathan Balcombe.
Photograph © Kim Taylor/Minden Pictures.

“Fish, the largest category of exploited animals, are sentient
beings who suffer some of the worst abuses.”
Fish Feel: http://www.fishfeel.org
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COMMENT
FAITH IN ACTION emerged as the theme for this Spring issue as
contributions rolled in. The content of our pages provides evidence of the
broad diversity of those witnessing for nonhuman animals today. Animal
advocates come in all forms: academics, researchers, fundraisers, photographers,
poets, authors, artists, musicians, film makers, liberators, letter writers,
professional campaigners, grass roots protestors, donators (of time, skills and
cash), the adopters of rescue animals, signers of petitions, joiners of marches –
and the individuals who trouble to read and share this publication. All these
actions matter, and who knows where they will travel?
Actions range from local to global, and are powered by individuals, teams,
organisations and professions. The simplest of actions count – such as QCA
member Bill Palethorpe’s sharing of information about the vegetarian and vegan
restaurants he recently discovered while on holiday in Tenerife, or the giving of
names by Animals’ Angels to farmed animals being transported to slaughter
(News). While in January, the Atrium shopping mall in Istanbul gave shelter to

A homeless dog is given shelter in Istanbul. Photo credit: CNN
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stray dogs to help them escape a particularly harsh winter storm and
volunteers at the Mall provided food and blankets.
We can become overwhelmed by animal suffering and it is sometimes hard
not to feel our actions are futile. We ask ourselves, ‘How can I, just one person,
make a difference?’ Well, we mostly won’t know of any outcomes and that’s
where the faith part comes in. We ‘cast our bread upon the water….’
Ann Johnson, Eastbourne Meeting

Ecclesiastes 11 King James Version (KJV) v 1-5
‘Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.
Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall
be upon the earth.
If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the
tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree
falleth, there it shall be.
He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds
shall not reap.
As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow
in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of
God who maketh all.’
This passage has been interpreted in a number of ways including by *Goethe:
‘Why do you want to know where charity flows?
Throw your bread in the water, who knows who will enjoy it.’

*West–östlicher Divan (West–Eastern Diwan) collection of lyrical poems, Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe, inspired by the Persian poet Hafez.
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EDUCATION
INMATES, ANIMALS AND ART:
Creative Expressions of Hope and Trust
For over 15 years Marc Bekoff has been teaching a class at the Boulder County
Jail, Colarado, that centres on animal behaviour, conservation, and humane
education. It is part of Jane Goodall’s global Roots & Shoots program and Marc
has written a number of articles on this project. Here he describes the work.
The class and the students’ artwork give me hope, and in their drawings,
sculptures, and writing, they express hope and trust.The work they do provides
a forum for deep and informative discussions about other animals, nature, their
connection to the outer world, and themselves. They also have written many
beautifully composed essays and poems that express close connections with
other nature. Many of the students find solace when they talk about animals
and are outdoors.
This essay is the third in a series of pieces concerning hope for the future. The
first, My Basket of Hope1: BeaRtrice, Oscar, and Asian Moon Bears, dealt with how the
plight and recovery of bile bears in China adds to my ‘basket of hope’ for future
generations, and the second, The Nonhuman Rights Project: An Interview with Steven
Wise, considers the work of the Nonhuman Rights Project, the only US civil rights
organization working to achieve legal rights for members of other species.
Animals are ‘safe’ because they don’t judge the students and they trust them.
Here, I simply want to show you some artwork from some of the men who
have taken my class at the jail. When we talk about it, many of the guys tell me
how nonhuman animals were their only friends when they grew up or how,
when they get out, they want to work with animals. They often tell me how
they felt the animals trusted them and didn’t ever judge them.
I’m including one of Gordon’s soap sculptures of the Buddha, because
they show just how creative the students can be. The sculpture took months
to complete and was formed from hundreds of tiny bars of soap that were
warmed up in the artist’s hands. His Human Zoo, not surprisingly, generated a
good deal of discussion about life behind bars.
The drawing by Cody is of a classic picture of Jane Goodall. The picture by
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Human Zoo by Gordon

Jasper by Michael

Fifi by Jeff

Jane by Cody

Tiger by Arturo

Kyle’s chimpanzee

Wolf by Troy

Gordon’s Buddha
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Michael (who drew it in 45 minutes!) is of Jasper, a moon bear who lived at
Animals Asia’s moon bear rescue centre outside of Chengdu, China. You can
read more about this most amazing bear being in my essay called My Basket
of Hope I: BeaRtrice, Oscar, and Asian Moon Bears and links therein.
All in all, these pieces and other artwork and many essays I’ve received, speak
for themselves. I thank, with all my heart, the wonderful men in my class for
sharing their art, their feelings, and their words of wisdom over the years. I
hope you find their work as incredible and inspiring as I do. The guys and their
art give me hope for a better future, and I know our discussions about the
importance of humane education and compassion do the same for them.
This article first appeared in Psychology Today, 17 December 2016. We thank
Marc for his permission to reproduce this fine and hopeful piece.
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201612/inmatesanimals-and-art-creative-expressions-hope
Marc Bekoff is professor emeritus of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the
University of Colorado, Boulder, and is a Fellow of the Animal Behavior Society
and a past Guggenheim Fellow. He is an ambassador for Jane Goodall’s Roots
& Shoots program, in which he works with students of all ages, senior citizens,
and prisoners. His main areas of research include animal behaviour, cognitive
ethology (the study of animal minds), behavioural ecology, and compassionate
conservation. He has published more than 1000 essays (popular, scientific, and
book chapters) and 30 books and his latest book, The Animals’ Agenda: Freedom,
Compassion, and Coexistence in the Human Age (with Jessica Pierce) is published
in April. http://marcbekoff.com/

From time to time I ask the inmates what they get out of the class. Here
are some responses:
• The course is healing.
• I’ve learned a lot about understanding and appreciating animals as
individuals.
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•
•
•
•

The class balances scientific rigor with social consciousness.
The class gives us a sense of connection to webs of life.
What I do counts. I now have a vision for the future.
The class models healthy prosocial ways of living and working in the
world.
• The class makes me feel better about myself.

From: Animals and Inmates: Science Behind Bars by Marc Bekoff.
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animalemotions/200909/animals-and-inmates-science-behind-bars

LINKS
Nature Behind Bars: Animal Class Helps Prisoners Find Compassion:
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/05/150519-animals-science-prisonnation-jail-education/
My Basket of Hope 1: BeaRtrice, Oscar and Asian Moon Bears
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201612/my-baskethope-i-beartrice-oscar-and-asian-moon-bears
The Nonhuman Rights Project: An Interview with Steven Wise
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201612/thenonhuman-rights-project-interview-steven-wise
For further information on Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots programme visit:
https://rootsandshoots.org/

7

Quaker Concern for Animals

Bat-thing
Response to Meredith Andrea’s Pipistrelle
It was like this: a high street place
of bodies busy with their heels
and soles, the ordinary tramp of feet
on wet pavements.
I was little
but not as lost as the bit of brownish-black
on the pavement that a woman kicked to the side
with her pointy shoe. The way she curled
her nose at this bit of slack stuff
drew me closer, and down.
Toot of traffic was big around
pedestrians, their crossing and me
more afraid now for this flimsy thing
dropped from some dark into daylight
danger, now scraping its bit of brolly-self
against wall-edge, stranded amongst cigarette stubs
and chewing gum, the click-clack of heels, the swing
of shopping bags –
like live litter, this little
mouse-thing
with webbed wings.
My mother’s voice, like ultrasonic singing,
sounded somewhere above, a kind
of echolocation. She fell upon me,
rainy-eyed.
Lost creature.
It could have been a Pipistrelle.
© Fiona Owen, from The Green Gate (Cinnamon Press, 2015) www.rhwng.com
Fiona, a member of Holyhead Meeting, is a poet, musician and Open University tutor. She is
editor of the Creatura blog – poems by Fiona, images by Ann Johnson, on the theme of our
animal kin – and Holding Ground, an online, ongoing anthology of writing and art-work “that in
its own way engages with what I call ‘the poetic’.”
https://creatura2016.wordpress.com/
https://holdinground2016.wordpress.com/
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ANIMAL CLASSICS
THE EXTENDED CIRCLE
An Anthology of Humane Thought by Jon Wynne-Tyson
Our new patron Jon Wynne-Tyson has long been a powerful voice for peace and
animals, writing many articles and books on the subject. Liz McDermott reviews
one of his most enduring works.
The Extended Circle is a thoroughly researched anthology compiled by a pioneer
in animal welfare thought. The theme is, as Thomas A Edison is quoted as saying:
“Non-violence leads to the highest ethics, which is the goal of all evolution. Until
we stop harming all other living beings, we are still savages.” (p 118)
Drawing from writings, speeches and other publications down the ages, the
extracts are arranged in alphabetical order of authors, poets, scientists,
philosophers, novelists, academics, politicians, animal rights campaigners and
religious leaders, including our own George Fox: “. . . so to honour God with
your substance, for nothing brought you into the world, nor nothing you shall
take out of the world, but leave all creatures behind you as you found them.”
(p 131) They address animal cruelty, the sanctity of Life, compassion,
environmental concerns and the ethics of vegetarianism.
It is not always a comfortable read. It’s not meant to be because the purpose
is to provide sources of philosophical, spiritual, academic and literary quotations
for students, academics and writers of any kind and so, necessarily, includes
some graphic descriptions. There are also some lovely pieces of writing such
as Harold Monro’s poem Milk for the Cat. (p 308)
Jon Wynne-Tyson’s scholarship and exhaustive research presented me with
some surprises, such as Doris Day’s stand against the fur trade (p 104) Philip
Larkin’s uncompromising poem Take One Home for the Kiddies (p 242) and the
American journalist WJ Stillman’s affecting account of his relationship with a
pet squirrel. (p 516)
I feel as if I should have known about Jon’s classic work, written by this pioneering
animal activist and pacifist publisher and writer. I am grateful for this opportunity
to review the work and I will surely keep coming back to it. Note, however, that
the book is currently out of print but I have found lots of copies available on-line.
Liz McDermott is correspondent and co-clerk for Lampeter Quaker
9
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Meeting. The edition that Liz has explored was published in 1990 in Cardinal
by Sphere Books Ltd.

JON WYNNE-TYSON BY RICHARD D RYDER
I am delighted to hear that Jon Wynne-Tyson has become a patron of Quaker
Concern for Animals. I have known Jon since 1975 and he has never ceased to
labour valiantly for animal issues over the years. In the 1960’s he fought a difficult
but eventually successful campaign to promote vegetarianism – an unpopular
cause at the time and one almost universally ridiculed. Vegetarians had become
stock objects of fun during World War II and were seen as weedy odd-balls. As
always, during wars, the cult of machismo was booming and all males were
supposed to eat meat in order to make themselves strong. It was completely
untrue of course, but everyone, under strict food rationing, actually became more
diet-conscious in those years. The ‘experts’ still had the idea that protein was of
prime importance and children were forced to eat dripping, lard and bully beef.
I first met Jon during the huge tsunami of interest in Animal Rights that swept
the country in the 1970s following the anti-hunt demonstrations and the
publications of the Oxford Group, (chiefly Brigid Brophy, Stan and Ros
Godlovitch, Andrew Linzey and myself) followed by those of Peter Singer.
Andrew and I managed to persuade the RSPCA to hold the world’s first
Conference on Animal Rights at Trinity College, Cambridge on 18 August 1977
and Jon offered to publish the proceedings.These duly appeared in 1979 called
Animals’ Rights – A Symposium which was beautifully produced by Jon’s
publishing house – *Centaur Press. He was that rare phenomenon – a publisher
who was easy to work with!
Dr Richard D Ryder, ethicist and a key figure in the animal rights revival of
the 1970s, coined the word ‘speciesism‘ playing a leading role in its rise to
international and political recognition. This is an edited version of his article,
the full version of which is published on our website: http://quakeranimals.co.uk/2017/02/qca-welcome-our-new-patron-jon-wynne-tyson/
*Jon Wynne-Tyson founded Centaur Press in 1954 which he operated from
his home in Sussex. An activist and pacifist, his books on animal rights, and
10
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humane thought appeal to a wide international reading audience including the
general reader, student and teacher. The importance of compassion, ethics of
vegetarianism and humane education are threads that weave through his
publications, 14 in total, which include Food for a Future (1975) and The
Extended Circle (1985). QCA’s recently published Journeys of Compassion quotes
the significant preface from The Extended Circle, this book being an invaluable
and relevant work for future generations concerned with our fellow creatures
and the environment. Joan How

Liz McDermott adds: “I suspect it is quite common for reviewers of
anthologies to be disappointed to find that their own favourite quotation
has been left out. In my case it is eight lines from Walt Witman’s The Song
of Myself:”
I think I could turn and live with animals, they are so placid and self
contained
They do not sweat and whine about their condition
They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins
They do not make me sick discussing their duty to God
Not one is dissatisfied, not one is demented with the mania of owning
things
Not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that lived thousands of years
ago
Not one is respectable or unhappy over the whole earth
These lines were included in an anthology of animal verse The Neighbours,
an animal anthology complied and illustrated by Fougasse for the
Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW). They affected me
on so many levels as a thirteen year old who was disillusioned with adults
and the church and the book has survived several house moves and
decluttering mainly because of those eight lines.
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REMEMBERING
JOAN COURT, ACTIVIST AND AUTHOR
‘Live adventurously. When choices arise, do you take the way that
offers the fullest opportunity for the use of your gifts in the service
of God and the community? Let your life speak…’
Advices & Queries, 27
Joan Court lived life adventurously and passionately until her death in
November 2016, aged 97. She was a life member of QCA and, for many years,
an unswerving and energetic member of our committee. Feisty, courageous
and tenacious, she quietly raged against the injustices in the world inflicted on
all species, inspiring generations of young animal advocates. This, propelled by
extensive professional experience working at the sharp end of many caring
professions, made her a formidable opponent of those perpetrating some of
the worst atrocities on our animal kin.
Joan’s harsh childhood led her to eventually train as a nurse midwife and a
social worker specialising in child protection. In 1945 she was accepted by the
Friends Service Council (now Quaker Peace and Social Witness) to work as a
nurse in Calcutta and in 1949, newly qualified as a health visitor, she joined the
Kentucky Frontier Nursing Service, riding horseback along mountain trails to
visit patients. Joan eventually returned to the UK, working with the NSPCC in
the late1960s before joining the Department of Health and Social Services as
an advisor on child abuse.
In 1977 at the age of 60, Joan ‘retired’ to Cambridge to read for a degree in
Social Anthropology at New Hall. It was as a second year student that she
became involved with animal rights campaigners and from where she continued
to work for animals, until her death.
During her life Joan made friends with many notable people in campaigning and
politics. In 1946 aged19, she worked with Gandhi in his campaign for Indian
Independence attending his prayer meetings and walking with him in the villages.
In 2009,Tony Benn wrote in the preface to Joan’s book The Bunny Hugging Terrorist:
“Now 90, she is a shining example of grey power and the effectiveness of
resistance to the established order of things. The animal rights movement is the
12
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anti slavery campaign of the 21st century
and it will succeed.” In regular touch with
the major animal advocacy organisations,
she was patron of the Buddhist Amida
Trust, was made a crew member of the
Sea Shepherd Marine Conservation
Society in 2005, joining their expedition
to Brazil on a monitoring exercise and in
2008 received the RSPCA’s Lord Erskine
Award for her work for animals.
But it was in the ‘grass roots’ animal
welfare and protest movements that
Joan was truly at home. QCA
supported the Phone Line that she set
up in Cambridge and which ran for a
Joan Court: courageous and tenacious
number of years, enabling members of
the public concerned with animal suffering to get help. This while working
tirelessly with the brave souls who operated, frequently under cover, witnessing
the most appalling mental and physical suffering of animals while gathering
evidence to bring those responsible to justice.
The Cambridge Animal Rights group held their first march for animals in
1978. The group grew larger, meeting to hear regular speakers who helped
extend their knowledge about animal abuse such as hunting, vivisection, live
export and the use of wild animals in circuses and zoos. Meetings were
originally held in the local Friends Meeting House until, as Joan describes in The
Bunny Hugging Terrorist: “…they summarily evicted us because they knew we
were involved in demonstrations at *Huntingdon Life Sciences, where
campaigners had pulled down the fences and invaded the premises.”
Although linked with the Society of Friends for much of her adult life, Joan’s
relationship with Quakers was not always smooth going. She had no qualms
about straight speaking and in The Bunny Hugging Terrorist, continues: “The
Quakers are deeply invested in the peace movement, with their Peace
Testimony and opposition to war. They have also pioneered many campaigns
aimed at improving life for humans: prison reform, mental hospitals, and anti13
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slavery. One of their dicta is ‘Show a loving concern for all God’s creatures’, but
there is little evidence of their concern for animals. Few are even vegetarians,
and with several notable exceptions they are not involved in opposing even
the worst institutional animal abuse such as factory farming or vivisection…
Quakers respect property, which is not surprising as most of them are
comfortably off and middle class. So we moved to more welcoming premises
at a Methodist church.”
Sonia Waddell served alongside Joan on the QCA committee for many years.
She says: “I would meet Joan at demos outside Hillgrove Farm (where they
bred cats for vivisection), and at demos in Oxford and Cambridge. In 2003 we
set off for the Meditate to Liberate day outside *Huntingdon Life Sciences
(HLS). We all spent the day there, meditating, having services (Rev James
Thompson ‘the animal pastor’ was there), and holding the poor animals in the
light. I also remember going to the HLS AGMs in London; Joan had procured
£1 share certificates for a number of us, so we were able to attend and be a
disruptive influence! Consequently HLS decided to hold the next AGM in
America; so we contributed to Joan’s air fare and off she went to attend,
representing the rest of us.
“The fact that Joan has now moved on to the next world will not stop her
work for animals and against cruelty, and I am quite sure that she will be
continuing to work and inspire from the other side.”.
*In 1997, film secretly recorded inside HLS in the UK by BUAV (now Cruelty
Free International) and subsequently broadcast on Channel 4 television as It’s a
Dog’s Life, showed serious breaches of animal-protection laws, including a beagle
puppy being held up by the scruff of the neck and repeatedly punched in the
face, and animals being taunted. The laboratory technicians responsible were
suspended from HLS – the day after the broadcast. All three were later dismissed.
More personal memories of Joan Court from Sonia Waddell and Marian
Hussenbux – our former clerk and newsletter editor, now international campaigns
secretary for the Animal Interfaith Alliance, can be found on these links:
http://quaker-animals.co.uk/2016/12/memories-of-joan-court/
https://animal-interfaith-alliance.com/2016/12/04/in-memoriam-joan-court/
14
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THREE WISHES
When I die I will go with the jaguar through the flooded forest,
Feel his spray shattered rainbow droplets in my eyes,
Share his lair, the leaves, the bark, the rank smelling vines
And lie in the hollow of his rich fur, paws enclosed.
I will swim with the dolphins,
In the caves and bays and far out to sea,
Playing with coconut shells, banana leaves, the island debris
Tossing it to the stars.
I will go with the sheep in their death trucks
Taking no space, packed in their terror
Holding them close, feeling with warmth,
On their journey through hell,
To find death at last their own kind
In the daisy scented fields of paradise
Let me be there.
Joan Court (1919–2016)
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CAMPAIGNING
SAVING OUR WILD SPACES
Development pressures on our urban wild spaces are arising all around the UK.
People are forming themselves into groups and acting to protect these pockets of
park and woodland. Save Newcastle Wildlife was established in 2015 in response
to growing threats to wildlife and the green belt in and around Newcastle and to
improve public access to the countryside. Here, Rachel Locke, one of the founding
members, describes how this campaigning group has developed and continues to
be a driving force in protecting the city’s wild spaces and their inhabitants.
‘Save Newcastle Wildlife grew largely out of the Save Gosforth Wildlife
group which, in 2011, was instrumental in overturning plans for 600 houses
adjacent to Gosforth Park Nature Reserve. With threats looming across the
city, namely towards Havannah Nature Reserve and Woolsington Woods, and
with new local campaigns taking shape, forming an umbrella organisation
seemed like the next logical step. We have a strong core of active members
and support for our work has steadily grown, so much so that we can now
depend on four hundred members to support our campaigns.
We are increasingly worried about Newcastle City Council’s plans for
managing our parks and green spaces, which could impact the city’s nature
reserves, including Havannah and Three Hills Nature Reserve. We have been
campaigning for better protection for Havannah’s red squirrels and wildlife since

Campaigners march for Woolsington Woods
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2015. Havannah is a strategically important site for red squirrels in Newcastle.
It is now their last known breeding site in the city. Several protected species,
including birds, bats and badgers depend on the reserve and surrounding fields,
which are used by declining farmland bird species, including skylark, linnet,
curlew, lapwing, yellow hammer and grey partridge. Havannah also provides
habitat for the European protected Great Crested Newt and the Dingy Skipper
butterfly, which is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species.
Newcastle City Council recently gave the green light for 462 houses opposite
Havannah Nature Reserve. Some of the houses will be 30 metres from the northern
perimeter of the reserve. More than 7,000 people signed our petition against the
plans, yet still the council approved the application.There is a pending application for
1,200 houses adjacent to the reserve, again some of which will be 30 metres from
the southern edge. Havannah looks set to be well and truly hemmed in. Our online
petition against the latest proposals has already attracted nearly 2,000 signatures.
The Banks Group, whose plans for a huge surface mine on the Northumberland
coast are going to public inquiry later this year, are responsible for developing the
site for 462 houses. However, Banks will not build the houses, they have merely
to prepare the land to sell on to a house building company. Newcastle Great Park,
a new suburb of Newcastle upon Tyne, includes three big house builders:
Persimmon, Taylor Wimpey and Barratt. It is this consortium that will soon be
submitting the application for 1,200 houses adjacent to Havannah.
Our biggest challenge has been in trying to counteract the mindset of a
council which seems to just want to build everywhere. Newcastle City Council
deleted vast swathes of green belt in drawing up its local plan. Schemes such
as that at Woolsington, which involved the felling of a large area of mature
woodland on green belt land were not even factored into the plan but have
further eroded the green belt and evidenced the council’s apparent lack of
regard for sustainable development.
Much of our campaign work has centred on defending key red squirrel habitats
in Newcastle, yet in national coverage of red squirrel conservation, Newcastle is
always overlooked as an area that supports this UK-endangered species.This can
be incredibly frustrating, given all the efforts of our supporters and volunteers.
Friends of Havannah was established in 2016 to be a voice for people
maintaining and improving the Havannah and Three Hills Nature Reserve and
17
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to make a positive contribution to the area. Although it is a sub-group of Save
Newcastle Wildlife, the aims and objectives of the group are geared towards
the nature reserve itself. The council runs volunteer sessions several times a
year in the reserve and encourages people to support with practical tasks.
We have learnt a lot along the way but it certainly helps to have contacts in the
right places. Our group includes seasoned campaigners, enthusiastic locals, wildlife
enthusiasts, botanists and even the odd ex-planner or legal representative. We are
lucky to have people on board who are willing to donate their time to good causes.
It does take some orchestrating but coordination is the key to any successful campaign.
As a group responding to environmental threats, we are constantly evolving
and, as our reputation has grown, individuals and other campaigning groups
have sought our support in opposing planning applications that threaten our
wildlife and green spaces. We have begun to think about how we can be more
proactive. As a result of our campaigning we were invited to join a working
group in summer 2016 in response to a protest against proposals for a new
road junction that would eat into a vast swathe of the city’s ‘green lungs’ and
result in the loss of scores of mature trees. We have worked with the council
and several other community groups to ensure we can protect this area.
Save Newcastle Wildlife has recently been awarded a grant from the Postcode
Local Trust to deliver a project called Urban Nature NE. The project is aimed
primarily at realising the potential of Havannah Nature Reserve for wildlife and the
local community and to provide a focus for environmental education. It is intended
to inspire both young and old to take an active role in appreciating and maintaining
the reserve, which is one of the most ecologically valuable habitats in Newcastle.’
The group has a new website, a Facebook page with news about other
groups and organisations and the on-line petition. The 2017 Red Squirrels of
Havannah calendar was produced with the Friends of Havannah.
More information: http://www.savenewcastlewildlife.co.uk/
Link to the Don’t Hem in Havannah petition: https://www.change.org/p/newcastlecity-council-don-t-hem-in-havannah?source_location=minibar
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the
world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” Margaret Mead, anthropologist
18
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INNER LIVES
OUR UNDERWATER COUSINS
“This book surprised me with the many new facts and new information
about fish. It reminded me of humanity’s place in order of things.”
Liz McDermott explores What a Fish Knows: The Inner Lives of Our
Underwater Cousins by Jonathan Balcombe.
As a teenager I stayed in the Youth Hostel on the Isle of Mull where we were
encouraged by the YHA manager to borrow a rowing boat and the necessary
equipment to go fishing in Tobermory harbour. I had not thought much about
fish nor about the experience of any fish we might catch. All went well until
we actually landed a fish which thrashed about in the bottom of the boat and
was clearly in extreme distress. Our fishing trip continued to go downhill as
we tried to kill it humanely but really didn’t know what we were doing. I ended
up in tears and never went fishing again.
Jonathan Balcombe is currently Director of Animal Sentience with the
Humane Society Institute for Science and Policy, in Washington, USA. With first
and second degrees in biology and a PhD in ethology he is well qualified to
write What a Fish Knows: The Inner Lives of Our Underwater Cousins. Part
science, part polemic, illustrated with anecdotes and stories this well-written
and enlightening book has changed my view of fish.There was so much I didn’t
know: fascinating facts about their emotions, knowledge, memory, and sociality.
Fish are simultaneously like us whilst having alien characteristics. Like us: because
they have personalities, feel fear, can learn quickly, have memories a great deal
longer than the notorious three seconds, have the same set of five senses, can
recognise each other and, sometimes, recognise individual humans. Not like us:
because they have no eyelids, nor facial expressions, some have superhuman
abilities such as senses of magnetic fields, electricity, and pressure, and some
have evolved to develop amazing skills.
Some of this is illustrated with the photographs in the centre of the book;
personally I would have liked more pictures to enhance the book’s messages.
As he says, “Crying out in pain is as ineffective for a fish in air as crying out in
pain is for us when we are submerged”. I don’t think I am alone in having had
19
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difficulty empathising with fish. It is hard to make a psychological, emotional or
spiritual connection when there are none of the usual communication signals
such as facial expression. The exception being the obvious signs of distress
when they are out of water and a few other body language signals. Despite
my early experience on the Isle of Mull, I have eaten fish for most of my life,
not because, as Jonathan Balcombe suggests, that I think there is ‘no moral
distinction between a cod and a cucumber’ but because, as well as the lack of
empathy, I worried about the lack of protein in a wholly vegetarian diet. Well, I
ate fish when I started this book and I don’t now.
I’m not a scientist so I had to use my dictionary a lot. My favourite long word
in the book is humuhumunukunukuapua’a (the Hawaiian name for the wedgetail triggerfish) and my favourite new word is umwelt (the world as it is
experienced by a particular organism). My least favourite part of the book is
the chapter outlining the cruelty of industrial fishing and fish farms as well as
the damage to the environment and the exploitation of people, animals, land,
seas, lakes and rivers.
This book surprised me with the many new facts and new information about
fish. It reminded me of humanity’s place in order of things. It was good to have
my beliefs about the connectedness of all animals on earth confirmed; we are
interdependent and we should have more respect for those sentient beings
with whom we share this earth. Food for humans is problematic to the world:
to other animals and to the earth in terms of pollution.
Advices and Queries 42: ‘The decisions we as individual Friends and as Meetings
make about food have wide consequences in the world. We do not own the world,
and its riches are not ours to dispose of at will. Show a loving consideration for all
creatures, and seek to maintain the beauty and variety of the world. Work to ensure
that our increasing power over nature is used responsibly, with reverence for life.
Rejoice in the splendour of God’s continuing creation.’
Friends and Meetings are in a different place in the journey according to our
beliefs about animals and this book is useful in directing us towards living in a
better way for all the creatures with whom we share this earth.
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Liz McDermott lives in Wales with her dog and cat and works as an Associate
Lecturer with the Open University. She says the dog makes her walk the Welsh
hills and coastline and the cat makes her sit in front of the fire reading. In her
spare time she fails to ever get all the jobs done in her garden where she grows
most of her own food, as well as volunteering for the local food bank. Liz is
correspondent and co-clerk for Lampeter Quaker Meeting.
What a Fish Knows:The Inner Lives of Our Underwater Cousins (paperback 2016)
is published in the UK by Oneworld. For more about Jonathan Balcombe’s
work visit: http://jonathan-balcombe.com/
FISH AS SENTIENT BEINGS
Fish Feel is an all-volunteer nonprofit organisation, based in Maryland USA,
primarily serving to educate the public as to why these beings are deserving
of our appreciation, the immense problems caused by their exploitation, and
how we can help them.
It is the sole organisation
devoted exclusively to
promoting the recognition of
fish as sentient beings
deserving of respect and
protection. They say: “…fish
are the most misrepresented
Fish Feel: advocating for fish worldwide
and misperceived animals…
Despite fish constituting the
largest category of animals used for food (including as farmed animal feed), and
despite huge numbers of fish harmed for research, ‘sport’ and aquaria, their wellbeing receives very little attention, even from the animal protection community.”
Billions of wild-caught and farmed fishes are killed commercially for food each
year. Hundreds of millions more are killed for sport and fish are increasingly
replacing other animals for *scientific experimentation.
A recent investigation by Fish Feel produced undercover evidence of a
cownose Ray ‘killing contest’ involving wholesale slaughter of rays, shot at pointblank range by arrows. Many of these were pregnant females and also babies.
The bodies were subsequently dumped.
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Fish Feel reports that the campaign against the ‘cruel and ecologically reckless’
bowfishing contests that target rays of Chesapeake Bay is progressing. A
coalition has now been formed to promote the campaign, and 150,000 people
have signed a petition against the contests. Additionally, the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources has proposed restricting the use of
projectile gear to catch the rays. Legislation to ban these contests has now
been introduced in the Maryland legislature.
http://www.FishFeel.org
* Because it shares 70 per cent of our genetic code, the little zebrafish is
increasingly being used in biomedical research. However, concerns voiced by
the public, policy makers and scientific authorities regarding the number of
animals used in experiments have led researchers to explore alternative,
computer-based methodologies that could help reduce animal usage without
compromising results.
Using real-life data, a team of researchers at the New York University Tandon
School of Engineering, has successfully developed a platform that simulates
zebrafish swimming in three dimensions, which is accurate enough to replace
the animals in experiments.
The researchers acknowledge that their creation cannot entirely replace
animal testing but they consider it can help decrease the number of animals
used in laboratories.They believe it is ideal for the pre-clinical stages of research,
especially for neurobehavioral studies critical to understanding the brain.
http://engineering.nyu.edu/press-releases/2017/01/12/swimming-science.
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FACTORY FARMING
HOPE FOR EUROPE’S FARMED RABBITS
In our Autumn 2015 issue we highlighted the plight of the 320 million factory farmed
rabbits in the EU. Over 99 per cent of rabbits farmed for meat in the EU spend
their lives crowded in tiny, barren cages, unable to express their natural behaviours.
In May 2016, UK campaigning organisation Compassion in World Farming,
now in its 50th year of campaigning, presented a 600,000 signature-strong petition
to Europe’s agriculture ministers, calling for an end to the farming of rabbits in
cages. Last autumn, Compassion invited children throughout the EU to send in
rabbit drawings of how they believe rabbits should be kept.These drawings were
delivered to all 751 MEPs ahead of a vote to reassess farmed rabbit welfare.
On 25 January, members of the European Parliament’s Agriculture
Committee voted in favour of a report that recommends phasing out cages
for farmed rabbits.This vote is the closest campaigners have come, in over a
decade, to securing new legislation for all Europe’s farmed animals, paving the
way for the protection and welfare of Europe’s farmed rabbits. Compassion
commented: ‘Unfortunately, the amendment that includes legislation did not
pass at this stage. However, we will continue to push for species-specific
legislation in the Plenary session in a few weeks.’
After the vote, Emma Slawinski, director of campaigns at Compassion in
commented: “Today we have overcome the first hurdle on the path to ensuring
higher welfare conditions for rabbits. It is encouraging that the majority of MEPs
voted in favour of the report presented by MEP Stefan Eck (GUE/NGL),
recognising the need to move away from the obsolete cage system for rabbits
– bringing rabbit farming into the 21st century.”This campaign to ‘End the Cage
Age’ continues. https://www.ciwf.org.uk/

*Compassion in World farming has educational resources for young people, including religious
study groups. They say: “Most of the major faiths teach kindness to animals, but for some
religions it is a major part of their belief system. This is a subject which can engage children,
encourage discussion and develop respect for the beliefs of others.”
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/education/downloads/
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Paintings: top, by Lilly age 7 and above, Olivia age 11 © Compassion in World Farming
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WELSH WOOD, MAY MORNING
Busy squirrel freezes.
Bramble, bracken, fern
Cock light-filled ear.
Broken pine stops decomposing.
Green-haired rocks resign volcanic pasts.
Oak tree turns dandelion clock,
Ready to explode with pleasure:
Arthritic limbs revivified –
As morning choral tumbles
Through the verdant prism,
Silencing all but the warblers.
Steeped in this liquid sound,
Reverent attempts to capture
Are as futile as the sapling’s urge
To heal gnarled neighbours.
All pay homage in the lime cathedral,
Bask in the heavenly cacophony,
As redstart, thrush and wren
Add their psalms.
Heidi Stephenson

Heidi, a member of Totnes Meeting, is a writer and animal advocate. She writes
regularly for International Times and All-Creatures.org. She has just completed
her first poetry collection Animal Rights and a radio play about the tragic
Russian cosmo-dog: Laika http://www.all-creatures.org/
25

Quaker Concern for Animals

REVIEWS
Sled Dogs, a film directed by Fern Levitt
Sled Dogs is a documentary that explores both sides of the dog sledding
industry and exposes ‘the dark side of dog sledding’. It examines what happens
at sled dogs operations in general and specifically the Iditarod race after the
tourists have left. Described as ‘the last great race’, Alaska’s Iditarod, is a tradition
supported by mushers and spectators alike which generates significant profits.
Thousands of tourists gather each year to watch as teams of sled dogs run
over a thousand miles across Alaska’s harshest landscape.
As with many initiatives to help alleviate the suffering of animals, Sled Dogs was
born out of personal experience. In 2010, the film’s director Fern Levitt and her
husband went dog sledding in northern Ontario. Fern says: “I was excited to finally
try this quintessential Canadian sport that combined my love for dogs and my love
for the wide open wilderness. After an exhilarating sled ride through Algonquin
Park, I went back to see where the dogs lived. What I saw was unexpected and
distressing – hundreds of dogs all attached to chains several feet long, unable to
move beyond their very short restraints. It was an image that I will never forget.”
One of the staff members of the dog sled operation told Fern and her husband
that if he could not find homes for 30 of the dogs, they were going to “cull” the
ones which were no longer “useful”.That day the pair rescued one of the dogs, Slater,
“…who became part of our family. He had lived on a short chain for nine years.”
The film documents how dogs in many commercial dog sled companies are
continually tethered to chains and are euthanised when they are surplus to
requirements. In 2011, an incident in Whistler, British Columbia (BC) made
international headlines when, after an unprofitable season, a tourism company killed
one hundred dogs, throwing them into a mass grave. Sled dog companies, along
with the BC government, claimed this was an isolated occurrence. However, animal
rights activists maintain that this practice is pervasive throughout the industry. Some
Iditarod supporters state that sled dogs are ‘canine athletes’ who love the challenge
of the sport, further claiming that the dogs are born and bred to race and are
‘different’ to other dogs. Animal rights critics along with some former mushers
fervently disagree, maintaining that these statements are used to justify animal abuse
and keep a misinformed public firmly in the dark. http://sleddogsfilm.com/
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Stories Rabbits Tell, A Natural and Cultural
History of a Misunderstood Creature, Susan E
Davis, Margot de Mello, Lantern Books.
Revered as a symbol of fertility, sexuality, purity
and childhood, beloved as a children’s pet and
widely represented in the myths, art and
collectibles of almost every culture, the rabbit
is one of the most popular animals known to
humans. Ironically, it is also one of the most
misunderstood and abused. In this newsletter
Margot de Mello,
http://www.animalsandsociety.org
our article on factory farming describes how,
in the EU, around 320 million of these little
beings spend their short lives crammed into small cages to be slaughtered for
commercial purposes. On Chinese rabbit farms, angora rabbits are stretched and
tied down by their paws then brutally stripped of their fur in order to serve the
trade for angora wool garments sold internationally, including in the UK.They are
alive when this happens, so the fur can grow again and the practice repeated.
Stories Rabbits Tell takes a comprehensive look at rabbits in the many roles
into which we have fitted them. In so doing, the book explores how one species
can be simultaneously adored as an anthropomorphised symbol of childhood
(Peter Rabbit), revered as a symbol of female sexuality (Playboy Bunnies),
dismissed as a ‘dumb bunny’ in domesticity and reviled as a pest in the wild.
The authors counter these stereotypes with analyses of true rabbit behaviour,
drawn both from the authors’ own experience and from academic studies.
They then place these behaviours in the context of the developing debates
about animal consciousness. In a detailed investigative section, the authors also
describe conditions in the rabbit meat, fur, pet and vivisection industries, raising
challenging questions about the ethics of how we treat rabbits.
As with the many emerging books on ethology, the authors provide valuable
information and insight into the life and history of another animal whom many
love, but whom most of us barely know. Stories Rabbits Tell is a welcome addition
to current investigations and thinking on animal emotions, intelligence and
welfare, and the way that (frequently uninformed) human perceptions influence
the treatment of individual species.
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NEWS
CAMPAIGNING ORGANISATION ONEKIND has reported how the
current fox hunting law in Scotland is full of loopholes that mean fox hunting
continues to take place under the guise of pest control, despite it being banned
under the Protection of Wild Mammals Act. OneKind was heartened to see
that the Scottish Government committed, in January, to strengthening the Act.
A public consultation will take place, and it is hoped this will move a step closer
to banning this inhumane practice once and for all. Read the OneKind response
to the Scottish Government’s commitment here: http://onekind.scot
/media/OneKindwelcomessteptowardsarealhuntingbaninScotland.
IN RECOGNITION OF PACKY, a 54-year-old Asian elephant that was recently
put down by Oregon Zoo, Marius the giraffe and the lions of Copenhagen Zoo,
as well as ‘countless other animals who have unnecessarily lost their lives at zoos’,
9 February 2017 has been declared World Zoothanasia Day by international
animal welfare organization In Defense of Animals and Dr Marc Bekoff.
Packy was the oldest known Asian male elephant in North America. He was
diagnosed with tuberculosis in 2013 but reportedly showed no signs of
suffering from the disease.
A zoo keeper who raised the alarm anonymously under the banner Team
Packy on a dedicated Facebook page advised that: “…this decision is not based
on science, safety or Packy’s best
interest. It is a risk based decision made
by politicians, attorneys and other
officials who fear the future
repercussions of keeping him alive.”
The Zoo’s own Facebook page
repeatedly corroborated the absence
of signs of illness in Packy.
Zoothanasia
refers
to
the
controversial practice of killing animals
Photograph of Packy: Friends of Oregon Zoo
who are considered surplus to zoo
from Fleur Dawes (In Defense of Animals)
breeding programmes because of age
http://www.idausa.org/
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or genetics. The term was coined by Dr Bekoff, professor emeritus of Ecology
and Evolutionary Biology at the University of Colorado.
* Marius, a healthy 18-month-old giraffe considered useless for breeding
because his genes were too common, was shot through the head in Copenhagen
Zoo in February 2014, despite the zoo receiving offers of homes. He was then
publically dissected. Later in the year, the same zoo killed four lions in order to
make way for a new male. Two were young lions that were said not to be old
enough to survive by themselves and who would have been killed by the new
male lion, if it had the chance. The other two lions were the youngsters’ parents,
described by the Zoo as a “very old” breeding pair. http://www.idausa.org/
ACTRESS PAMELA ANDERSON, along with representatives of PETA and
Help Refugees, recently visited a Dunkirk refugee camp with a delivery of
warm cruelty-free hats and gloves as well as hundreds of animal-themed
colouring books and coloured pencils for children. PETA wanted to extend a
welcome to refugee children fleeing warzones and seeking asylum in the UK,
while also encouraging youngsters to be kind to animals, by donating the books
to refugee day centres.
The trilingual colouring book (in English, Arabic and Farsi) is full of childfriendly facts about animals, pictures, and quizzes and other fun activities,
allowing children to improve their English and their knowledge of animals. It is
designed to be both educational and fun and will, states PETA: “…hopefully
offer a few hours of diversion for kids who may have been forced to leave
behind everything from their former homes.”
http://www.peta.org.uk/
http://www.helprefugees.org.uk/
ANIMALS’ ANGELS is a non-profit organisation based in Maryland, which
focuses on improving conditions for farm animals. Full-time investigators operate
throughout the United States, Mexico, Canada, Europe, Australia, India, Morocco,
Tanzania and Qatar working primarily in the field, trailing livestock trucks on
highways, visiting markets and auctions and slaughterhouses. Teams conduct
hands-on research and investigations, objectively reporting results to auction
and slaughter plant management to encourage positive change in the way farm
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animals are handled during transportation, at
auction, and at slaughter.
So they are not forgotten, Animals’ Angels
have established an Animal Memorial website.
“We gave them names and trust that their real
names are known in heaven. We publish their
photographs to show the world that they
were persons in their own right. We keep
their images in our hearts and continue
the fight for the animals’ freedom from
deportation and death. “See the memorial on:
http://www.animalmemorial.org/

Luke, transported Australia July 2015.
From the Animal’s Angels Animal
Memorial.

IRISH ACTRESS AND AUTHOR PAULINE McLYNN is supporting a ban on
Ireland’s hare coursing. She recently presented the case against on Irish national
television. Ireland is just one of three countries that allows hare coursing –
along with Spain and Portugal.
It’s been 23 years since the issue of banning hare coursing came before
politicians in the Dáil, The last Bill calling for a ban was taken by the late TD
Tony Gregory in1993 and it failed to pass. Hare coursing is facilitated by a hare
netting licence from Minister for Arts and Heritage, Heather Humphreys, who
has responsibility for the National Parks and Wildlife Service.
Hare coursing is a particularly brutal pursuit. Every year thousands of hares are

Reproduced with permission of the Irish Council Against Blood Sports
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trapped from the countryside, held in captivity for several weeks, and then
transported in boxes to wire-enclosed fields or racecourses. Independent TD
Maureen O’Sullivan describes this so-called ‘sport’ thus: “Every hare has to run
for its life. Though muzzled, the dogs can maul the animals, or strike them at
high speed, inflicting agonizing injuries. Hares have their bones broken as the
dogs crush their bodies or toss them into the air like rag dolls.”
Well-known for her role as Mrs Doyle in the television series Father Ted, and
her work in productions such as Eastenders, Shameless, Far and Away and
Angela’s Ashes, Pauline is also the author of ten books. She is also a supporter
of Compassion in World Farming, has joined with the Alliance for Animal
Rights group to protest about the exporting of greyhounds to race in Macau,
China where more than 30 greyhounds die every month and is a patron of
the Kildare-based Little Hill Animal Sanctuary. More information on Irish hare
coursing: Irish Council Against Blood Sports: http://www.banbloodsports.com/
“Every hare has to run for its life. Though muzzled, the dogs can
maul the animals, or strike them at high speed, inflicting agonizing
injuries. Hares have their bones broken as the dogs crush their
bodies or toss them into the air like rag dolls.”
Irish Independent politician Maureen O’Sullivan Teachta Dála (TD)
INSIGHT AND LEADERSHIP has been shown by Harness Racing Australia
(HRA) in making the decision to end the use of the whip on Australian trotting
horses. This is the first time that a racing authority has independently rejected
the use of the whip to steer or ‘encourage’ horses to race. It follows the
precedent set by Norway more than 30 years ago when the change was forced
upon the industry by animal welfare legislation and was not initiated by the
industry itself.
The HRA announcement is a win for the sport as well as for horse welfare.
It comes as industry figures show that, even though whip use has been
increasingly limited, race times have been improving.
An article in response to this decision by Paul McGreevy, Professor of Animal
Behaviour and Animal Welfare Science, University of Sydney can be found on
The Conversation website: http://theconversation.com
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BARCELONA CITY COUNCIL is to use contraceptive methods to control
pigeons rather than catching and killing them. This plan was presented under
the aegis of the council’s Permanent Commission for Co-Existence, Defence
and Protection of Animals, of which the Foundation for the Adoption,
Sponsorship and Defense of Animals (FASDA) is part. This initiative has been
used in the city of Genoa for the past eight years.
There are thought to be some 85,000 birds in the city, but more precise figures
have been calculated.The capture of pigeons as a method of control has therefore
now been suspended. It is expected that, in April, 40 dispensers of food dosed
with the contraceptive nicarbazine will be placed in different parts of the city.
A first analysis of the data will be available at the end of 2017 and it is
expected that this method will reduce the population of pigeons by 20 per
cent in the first year, and by 8 per cent in five years. FASDA is happy with this
decision as the most ethical, effective and economically viable method of
managing flocks of pigeons. Marian Hussenbux, Animal Interfaith Alliance.
IN 2015, AN UNDERCOVER INVESTIGATION about horse meat import,
carried out by Animals’ Angels and their European partner, Tierschutzbund
Zuerich/Animal Welfare Foundation (TSB/AWF), revealed the horrific reality
of horse blood farms in Uruguay and Argentina.These farms are where ‘donor
herds’ of horses are kept for blood extraction purposes only and where the
blood of thousands of pregnant mares is taken without regard for their health
or the health of their foals. This trade creates multi-million dollar profits for
pharmaceutical companies in an industry that has, for the most part, remained
hidden from the public for 30-odd years.
The blood is used for applications such as biological research, diagnostic
manufacturing and veterinary drugs but is mostly in demand for the production
of the Hormone PMSG. PMSG (Pregnant Mare Serum Gonadotropin),
extracted from their blood during pregnancy. PMSG is the main ingredient of
products that artificially induce heat in weaned sows for a faster, more regulated
reproduction. This is carried out despite the fact that up to twenty percent of
the piglets are killed directly after birth since the mother doesn’t have enough
teats to feed them all.
The two animal welfare organisations, who spoke with workers from blood
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farms, veterinarians and heads of government departments and installed
surveillance in a blood farm, discovered that within this unregulated industry,
tens of thousands of mares in Argentina and Uruguay are being systematically
abused, neglected and killed for the piglet ‘industry’ in Switzerland and the
European Union.
Mares are continuously kept pregnant so as to have their blood extracted as
often as possible. Blood is extracted over such long periods that horses collapse
due to anaemia. If the mares become too weak during the extraction period,
foals are aborted by workers who destroy the sac with their bare hands to
prompt the abortion of the foetus. Having been impregnated so often that
they cannot get pregnant anymore, mares are then sent to EU approved
slaughterhouses and their meat is then sold within the EU and Switzerland for
human consumption.
AS WE GO TO PRESS it has just been announced by the Eurogroup for
Animals that a coalition of European, North and South American animal
welfare organisations has called for a ban on horsemeat imports into the EU
and Switzerland from overseas. The coalition includes the Animal Welfare
Foundation/AWF (Germany), Tierschutzbund Zürich/TSB (Switzerland),
WELFARM and AFAAD (France), Eyes on Animals (the Netherlands), GAIA
(Belgium), Animals’ Angels (USA) and For the Animals/FTA (Uruguay),
supported by Eurogroup for Animals (Brussels).
A new two-year investigation (2015-2016) has been conducted in the USA,
Canada, Uruguay and Argentina by AWF and TSB, Animals’ Angels USA and
FTA. The Coalition conducted inspections of collecting stations, transports,
auctions, and EU-approved slaughterhouses which have shown that welfare
conditions of slaughter horses have not improved since an initial investigation
conducted in 2012. To support the petition to end the blood farm trade visit:
http://www.animalsangels.org/media-news/avaaz-launches-blood-horse-petition.
Further information from the EU: http://www.eurogroupforanimals.org
RECENT REPORTS STATE THAT DOLPHINS ARE SWIMMING BLINDLY
at the Taiji Whale Museum in Japan. Dolphins have been seen swimming blindly
in circles, floating lifelessly on the surface, trying to keep their faces as close to
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the surface as possible to avoid the painful sting of chlorine. Most are reported
as swimming with their eyes closed.
This includes Angel, the most famous’ inmate’ of the Taiji Whale Museum –
who was captured in 2014 during one of the notorious *Taiji dolphin hunts.
As an albino dolphin, Angel was viewed by the Museum as valuable. But instead
of selling her to a dolphinarium, they kept Angel at their facility, which displays
both dead and living cetaceans, as well as whaling paraphernalia.
Jessie Treverton, a campaign leader for Sea Shepherd Conservation Society
Cove Guardians, told The Dodo. “I am utterly appalled. I am guessing they have
added too much chlorine to the tank and it’s stinging the dolphins eyes.” Jessie
recently spent two months in Taiji and suspects the museum have put more
chlorine into the tanks in an effort to keep the glass tunnel — where people
can view the dolphins — free from algae growth adding, “It’s so they don’t have
to clean the tank so often and the public can get a clear view,”
*At the Taiji hunts, fishermen drive hundreds of dolphins into a cove by hitting
metal poles against the bottoms of their boats, interfering with the dolphins’ sonar
and trapping them within a ‘wall’ of sound. Once rounded up, ‘agents’ choose the
most attractive-looking dolphins to sell to dolphinariums and swimming-withdolphins tourist ‘attractions’ around the world.The rest of the dolphins are brutally
slaughtered for their meat, often in front of their own families.
Further information: The Dodo: https://www.thedodo.com/taiji-museum-chlorine-angel2264012228.html, Sea Shepherd: http://shopeu.seashepherd.org/cove-guardians/.
RIP TILIKUM –Tilikum, the largest orca in captivity and whose life was featured
in the blockbuster film, Blackfish died in January. Tilikum was captured from the
waters off Iceland in 1983, aged just two years old. He was held in captivity for
33 years, spending the last 24 years at SeaWorld Orlando. At almost seven
meters in length and weighing 5,700 kg, he was the largest orca in captivity.
Tilikum ‘starred’ in SeaWorld’s headliner show, ‘Shamu’. However on 24
February 2010, Tilikum and his life become headline news, when he killed his
trainer, Dawn Brancheau.
This tragic story was then featured in the 2013 film documentary, Blackfish,
which investigated the possible reasons behind this lethal attack, and previous
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recorded attacks, concluding that his questionable mental state was one of the
consequences of keeping orcas in captivity. After the global distribution of
Blackfish, shares in SeaWorld tumbled and public opinion changed – questioning
the ethics of keeping these intelligent marine mammals in captivity. Since
Blackfish, Tilikum was housed in a small tank, alone, and was no longer used in
the public performances. A desperate existence for such a magnificent animal.
Full report: Born Free Foundation, http://www.bornfree.org.uk/campaigns
/marine/marine-news/article/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=2398

Tilikum – held in captivity for 33 years
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
OUR FRIEND BILL PALETHORPE, who is vegan, recently spent a holiday in
Tenerife and was delighted to discover that vegans and vegetarians were well
catered for. Bill reports: “Here are the names of the vegetarian/vegan places
we found in Puerto de la Cruz:
For good coffee and delicious cakes (also lunches) – Roots, Calle Benjamin. J
Miranda, No 15. Email: rootstenerife@gmail.com
Lunch and evening meals: El Limon, Calle Benjamin. J Miranda. All cooked to
order from fresh produce – kitchen open plan to the seating area so you can
see food being prepared. Very clean. Good selection of drinks made to order
from fresh fruit.
More expensive than others but well worth it as it offers a fantastic selection
of dishes cooked to order in open plan kitchen: El Mana, Calle Mequinez, 21.
Tel: 922 372 474. Email: reservas@elmana.es. Not open every day or evening,
so best to check as it’s very popular and you need to book in advance.
Calle Mequinez is a charming arty area with more good vegetarian/vegan cafes
including Cafeteria Ecologica. An excellent well stocked Health Food Store is: La
Vidabio, La Hoya 45, www.lavidaesbio.com”. Bill Palethorpe, Eastbourne Meeting
AUSTRALIAN QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS keeps contact via an
email group convened by Wilma Davidson and meets in person at Yearly
Meetings. We thank Sheree Harper, from Victoria, for this report.
“Through the email group we inform each other of petitions, rallies and letter
writing campaigns in support of animals.
“QCA has put forward the suggestion that Quaker Meetings be vegetarian
and we are pleased that last year, Yearly Meeting agreed to be vegetarian and
some Local Meetings already are, or are considering the suggestion.
“I would say most of us belong to the campaigning group Animals Australia
but also support, local and international groups. For example I support a local
refuge for farm animals called Edgar’s Mission and am a member of Knox
Environmental Society which has a service to advise local residents of which
indigenous plants to add to their garden to attract and support local wildlife.”
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See page 48 for more about Edgar’s Mission, https://www.edgarsmission.org.au/
Animals Australia: http://www.animalsaustralia.org/
Knox Environmental Society: http://www.kes.org.au/home
QCA COMMITTEE MEMBER JULIE HINMAN recently wrote to members
with news of an opportunity to take action for animals through The Save
Movement. This movement emerged from Toronto Pig Save when, last
October, Anita Kranjnc was arrested for giving water to animals being
transported to a slaughter house. The ensuing publicity around this incident
quickly spread internationally and now there are around 23 groups in the UK
holding peaceful vigils at slaughterhouses. Some Save groups have gained
agreements for trucks to stop and permit acts of kindness to the animals.
Could you be a witness for the animals – to offer the first and last act of
kindness they will have experienced in their short lives? This direct action is in
line with Quaker values of non-violence, equality and speaking truth to power.
Save is a grass roots community-based organisation and actions of local groups
can be viewed on their individual facebook/twitter pages. If you feel inspired
to join with others in starting a Save group, contact Julie for more information
by emailing her at: socialmedia@quaker-animals.co.uk.
http://thesavemovement.org/
SINCE THE UNIVERSAL KINSHIP APPEAL was founded in 2006 at a World
Congress of Faiths interfaith animal celebration we have been able to send
£27,402 to the Dr Hadwen Trust for Humane Research. This appeal, which
hitherto has been supported by a dedicated band of Unitarians and Quakers,
has now been adopted by the Animal Interfaith Alliance and renamed the
Gandhi Schweitzer Universal Kinship Appeal.
I was recently invited to a special meeting at the House of Commons
attended by MPs and peers from various political parties and then the launch
at Queen Mary University of London of the new Animal Replacement Centre
of Excellence (ARC). This is the first ever biomedical research institute
dedicated to developing innovative non-animal research methods to overcome
the limitations of and reliance on animal models and discover better methods
of preventing and treating human diseases.This new centre was made possible
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only by the initiative and vital financial support of the Dr Hadwen Trust and
the goodwill and commitment of Queen Mary University of London
researchers and academics.
If you wish to support this new humane research institute kindly consider
sending a donation to the Dr Hadwen Trust, Suite 8, Portmill House, Portmill
Lane, Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG5 1DJ and ask for it to go to the AIA’s Gandhi
Schweitzer Universal Kinship Appeal in support of ARC. QCA member Rev
Feargus O’Connor, board chair of the Animal Interfaith Alliance.
AT OUR FEBRUARY COMMITTEE MEETING, we bade a fond farewell to
Viktoria Nealis, who served on the Committee since 2009, primarily as our
Clerk and Co-Clerk.
Vickie worked for 17 years as a special needs teacher and co-ordinator at a
primary school, with responsibility for child protection. She was Group Coordinator for Walthamstow Age Link Group for many years and their East
London Organising Secretary, taking groups of elderly people out to tea and
places of interest. During the last few years, on the occasions of QCA’s
Committee Meetings and AGMs, Vik would set out before daybreak for the
long drive down from Lancashire to Friends House Euston and, after
proceedings had come to a close, she’d be off to take ‘the ladies’ out.
Vikie trained as a spiritual healer in 2003 attending healing sessions at Bow
Church, in the City of London, and started attending Stoke Newington Quaker
Meeting in January 2006. Her involvement with animal welfare is something
that grew over the years.
Amongst other services, Vickie represented QCA at the Park Lane Animals
in War Memorial and undertook valuable research (with former Committee
member Joan How) to ascertain the ethical investment policies of animal
charities. We will remember and cherish the special care Vickie had for the
vulnerable inhabitants of Hackney’s Clissold Park – the butterflies, goats,
chickens, parakeets and deer.
Thom Bonneville.
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THE EXOTIC ANIMAL TRADE
Plans announced by the Government for new regulations governing pet selling have
been broadly welcomed but animals traded within the exotic pet market must not
be left out. Updated and improved model licence conditions for exotic pets are
needed as the current ones have been deemed unfit for purpose, reports the Animal
Protection Agency.
In February, the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA)
announced its next steps in the review of animal establishment licensing to
modernise the current system and improve animal welfare. New regulations
will make it clear that anyone regularly selling pets online, either through
websites or classified advertisements, will be required to have a licence.
Previous regulations preceded the advent of the internet, and had not kept
pace with the fact a large proportion of the pet trade now takes place online,
therefore this clarification is welcomed by animal welfare campaigners.
It is proposed that licensed dog sellers display their licence number when
advertising dogs online but APA is calling for this measure to apply to all
commercial pet sales. DEFRA also intends to legally require pet sellers to
provide written guidance when selling animals. However, APA points out that
this will be challenging for exotic animals and that much of the husbandry
guidance currently provided by trade bodies is unreliable and misleading. It is
important therefore that independent experts and animal welfare organisations
are consulted as draft regulations are developed.
Elaine Toland, director of the Animal Protection Agency says, “DEFRA has
clearly listened and taken into account the fact that the welfare of pet animals
is a dominant concern amongst members of the public. For these measures to
translate into genuine improvements in animal welfare, local authority enforcers
are going to need reliable and practical tools and guidance. We hope to assist
DEFRA as much as possible towards this end.”
APA states that updated and improved model licence conditions for exotic
pets are needed as the current ones have been deemed unfit for purpose by
a panel of scientists. New, practical, husbandry standards are under
development founded on animal welfare science rather than those historically
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based on practices convenient for pet traders.
APA welcomes the fact that pet selling business accredited by independent
regulators will not be exempt from licensing by local councils. The original
proposal explored the option of removing the licensing requirement for bodies
affiliated to the UK Accreditation Service but APA was concerned this would
amount to self-regulation of the pet trade, which would not work. This has
now been rejected by government.
Here, at QCA, we find it astonishing that it is still legal in Britain to sell as
‘pets’ wild animals captured from other countries. The Animal Protection
Agency is committed to ceasing this trade, further pointing out that the
majority of wild-trapped animals die from the stress and disease that is
associated with every stage of their harrowing journeys. In addition, next to
habitat destruction, collection of animals for the pet trade is the main reason
for the decline in many species. They state, “Attempts to regulate and control
the trade have globally failed.The problem is getting worse, and time is running
out.” More information on: http://www.apa.org.uk/

Parrots are traded in bird markets and over the internet. They are frequently sold to people with no
previous knowledge or experience of looking after an exotic bird. Drawing © Ann Johnson
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PEACEFUL VIGIL AT ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE
In February, staff and supporters from Kent-based campaigning group Animal Aid
held a peaceful vigil outside the Royal Veterinary College’s campus in Potter’s Bar
to raise awareness about the College’s growing programme of animal research.
Since early 2016, Animal Aid has been raising awareness among the public
about the type and extent of animal experimentation at the College. In 2014
more than 9,700 procedures were conducted on various animal species and
in 2015 this number had risen to more than 11,000, an increase of almost 14
per cent. The species involved included guinea pigs, mice, dogs and fish.
Animal Aid has previously highlighted experiments conducted at the College
involving five sheep operated upon to remove and re-graft their wombs. Animal
Aid says that the experiments were conducted to help human fertility but “…were
reported to have gone seriously wrong”.The five ‘procedures’ resulted in one early
death, one ‘abandoned’ operation and two animals suffering kidney failure.
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Further research at the College has included: A colony of beagle-cross dogs
purpose-bred with a genetic flaw which leads to them suffering a canine version
of Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. These dogs were to be killed when
approximately 18 months old, which is one tenth of the life expectancy of a
healthy beagle. Guinea fowl were forced to run on treadmills, the birds first
having had electrodes inserted into their leg muscles and pregnant sheep being
surgically mutilated to study uterine blood flow.
Animal Aid’s Anti-Vivisection Campaign Manager, Jessamy Korotoga, said:
“Animal Aid and thousands of members of the public have contacted the
College concerning their animal research programme. Our petition to the
College currently has almost 7,500 signatures, which shows the strength of
feeling there is amongst the public about this issue. Each of these signatories,
along with Animal Aid, are telling the College that we expect a veterinary
college to heal animals, not to deliberately harm them.
“We believe that, by causing animals to suffer pain and distress, the RVC is
doing the opposite of what people expect of it. We are urging the College to
cease all animal research on both scientific and moral grounds.”
https://www.animalaid.org.uk/

“Do we recognize the suffering imposed on non-human
animals by human animals in the flesh and milk industry;
in vivisection laboratories; in using them for power and
entertainment, and in the taking of their natural habitat?
Given that non-human animals are utterly powerless to
resist this oppression, how is our Society called to act?”
Living Adventurously, Quaker Faith and Practice
Central and Southern Africa Yearly Meeting
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EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Every Sunday at 5pm: Meditation for non-human animals. Quaker Concern
for Animals holds an interfaith or no faith meditation for named/unnamed nonhuman animals. Wherever we live, we hold them all in healing love and light.
More details on http://www.quaker-animals.co.uk
MARCH
Saturday 25 March, 1pm,Victoria Park, Stafford – March to Stop Gnosall’s Cruel
Rabbit Farm. An application by Romanian firm POE to open an intensive rabbit
farming facility in Gnosall, Staffordshire was successfully challenged by a petition
of over 70,000 signatures opposing the plan. Stafford Borough Council rejected
the application. POE Romanian Food, has now appealed to the Secretary of State,
meaning an independent inspector can either agree with or overturn Stafford
Borough Council’s decision. The rabbits would be farmed for meat and ‘byproducts’, including skins. While farming animals for fur is illegal in the UK, a large
proportion of the farm’s profits would come from selling the skins. Campaigners
against the farm believe this could pave the way for fur farmers to ‘sneak in
through the back door’. https://www.facebook.com/StopGnosallsRabbitFarm/
Friday 24 March 2017 – Sunday 26 March 2017, Woodbrooke – The
Community of Creation: expanding the circle of compassion. Key themes in
the field of animal theology within the context of the Quaker faith. Looking at
biblical, Buddhist and scientific understanding, we ask how our lives of active
witness might realise the common bonds we share with other species, and
extend our vision of the peaceable kingdom. T: +44 (0)121 472 5171.
www.woodbrooke.org.uk
MAY
Saturday 20 May at Friends House, Euston, London – QCA Annual General
Meeting.
Our speaker is Duschanca Singh from the Mayhew Animal Home which, each
year, helps thousands of dogs and cats escape a life of abandonment, cruelty
and neglect. The Mayhew was established in 1886 by the Bell Family who were
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behind the Vegetarian Society.Today it
works to tackle the companion animal
welfare crisis through its communitybased outreach programme which
includes working with the elderly and
the homeless. It has a growing
international presence to further
promote The Mayhew’s message of
empathetic companion animal welfare
through a network of communitybased, animal care initiatives.
https://www.themayhew.org/
In response to our 2015
membership survey, the QCA
A resident of the Mayhew Animal Home
committee has been busy over the
past year raising our profile through
up-dating the website and Newsletter, developing our presence on social media
and publishing Journeys of Compassion to mark 125 years of witness for
nonhuman animals. All-important background administration has included
consolidation of the QCA mailing list and process of membership payment and
revision of the Constitution. More developments are in the pipeline including
exploring what distinguishes QCA from other animal advocacy groups.
We welcome contributions from members on developments during our
AGM Forum. If you are unable to attend in person, we warmly invite input by
email to Julie Hinman: socialmedia@quaker-animals.co.uk
Saturday 20 May to Saturday 10 June – The Vegan Festival of Britain (VFOB).
2017 is Animal Aid’s 40th anniversary and, to celebrate, they have organised
an exciting new initiative. The three-week VFOB festival launches at Bristol
Vegfest on Saturday 20 May with a pre-festival party on the Vegfest site the
previous evening, with music, DJs and food stalls. All Animal Aid members (plus
one guest) are invited free of charge.
People are invited to get involved in the Festival.This could be something quite
public, such as an event, promotion or street party, or a more intimate occasion
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like inviting neighbours or friends over for a meal or a slice of cake. If you know
of a vegan wedding taking place within the Festival dates, Animal Aid would like
to hear. For more information and tickets: http://veganfestivalofbritain.org.uk
OCTOBER
October 5-6 International Conference by Compassion in World Farming in
partnership with the University of Winchester, environmental and conservation
organisations. Venue: Queen Elizabeth II Centre, London.
‘Extinction: The true cost of intensive farming on wildlife, farm animals and
humans’ will see leading international experts exposing the harms to wildlife
and biodiversity caused by intensive farming and chemical-dependent
agriculture. They will outline what we need to do if we are to address the
serious issues facing the long-term health of the planet. Further information:
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/our-campaigns/extinction-conference/
NOVEMBER
27-29 November – 10th Asia for Animals Conference, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Theme: Changing Human Behaviour. See our back cover for details.
VOLUNTEERING
OneKind is seeking volunteer group members. The animal protection and
campaigning organisation has volunteers throughout Scotland with groups in
both Edinburgh and Glasgow. They say this is: “…a great way of meeting likeminded people, helping animals and having fun. Volunteers represent us at
events, man information stalls, organise fundraising events and join in with
campaign actions. We are looking to build our groups across Scotland. If you
would like to be a group leader or a volunteer, please get in touch wherever
you are.” For more details contact: Lisa.Dove@onekind.org
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COMMITTEE OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
Clerk:

Thom Bonneville, clerk@quaker-animals.co.uk

Treasurer:
Membership:
Twitter/Facebook:
Newsletter:

Jane Stanley, membership@quaker-animals.co.uk
Jane Stanley , membership@quaker-animals.co.uk
Julie Hinman, socialmedia@quaker-animals.co.uk
Ann Johnson, newsletter@quaker-animals.co.uk

Scientific Advisor: Angela Walder
Patrons:
RV Bailey, Nitin Mehta MBE, Dr André Menache,
Jon Wynne-Tyson

“If we stray too far from our inherited dependence on
the natural world, we do so at our own peril.”
Stephen Kellert, (1943–2016) pioneer of the concept of biophilic
design, an emerging field that promotes improved health and wellbeing by
creating connections between people and nature in the built environment.
From Birthright: People and Nature in the Modern World (2012).
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MEMBERSHIP OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
Please note: Subscriptions are due on 1 January each year, in order to receive
further editions of our QCA Newsletter.
Current rates are: £15 (full)
£10 (concession)
£20 (* Meetings)
Payment can be made by:
1 – Cheque, made payable to ‘Quaker Concern for Animals’ and sent to: Jane
Stanley c/o Sutton Coldfield Quaker Meeting House, Kenelm Road, Sutton
Coldfield, B73 6HD.
2 – Paying directly into our bank account or setting up a standing order. For
details of the account please contact us at: membership@quaker-animals.co.uk
Please don’t send cash.
If you are a new member please ensure that you include your name and
address, and, if you wish, your phone number and email address. It would also
be helpful if you would say how you first came to hear about Quaker Concern
for Animals and, if you attend a Quaker Meeting, which one.
* In our recent membership survey, members expressed the hope that QCA
would seek to raise our profile within the Society. We are therefore inviting
Meetings to join for the sum of £20 pa and receive our Newsletter which is
published twice a year.
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LIVES THROUGH A LENS
THE WORK OF JO-ANNE McARTHUR
This tender image, opposite, is of Pam Aherne, founder of Edgar’s Mission in
Victoria, Australia, with Edgar, the first rescue pig at this farm sanctuary, now
home to over 450 rescued animals. Edgar “…the pig who started it all” sadly
passed away shortly after his 7th birthday party in April 2010. We thank our
Friend Sheree Harper, from Victoria, for bringing this sanctuary to our notice.
The photograph is by Jo-Anne McArthur, creator of the magnificent We
Animals internationally celebrated archive. An award-winning photojournalist,
author and educator, Jo-Anne has been recording the plight of animals on seven
continents for more than a decade. Through her photographs, animals are
documented in the human environment. She believes ‘we humans’ are as much
‘animal’ as the sentient beings we have come to rely upon for food, clothing,
experimentation, work, entertainment, slavery and companionship.
We Animals seeks to break down the barriers that human animals have built
which enable us to treat nonhuman animals as objects and products and not
as sentient beings.
Stories and photographs of animals have been gathered for the archive from
over 40 countries. Over 100 animal organisations have benefited from this
photography, many of which continue to work closely with Jo-Anne on stories,
investigations, campaigns and humane education.
Jo-Anne and her mission to bring wider attention to the individual victims of
global animal industries such as food, fashion, entertainment and research is
the subject of the documentary film The Ghosts In Our Machine directed by Liz
Marshall (Canada 2013). The film includes more than 130 of Jo-Anne’s moving
photographs which powerfully and intensely illuminate the ‘inner’ animal and
the reality of their frequently barren lives at our hands. Some animals have
been rescued, others continue to endure their ghostly existences that most of
humankind strives hard to avoid.
https://www.edgarsmission.org.au/
http://www.weanimals.org/
http://www.theghostsinourmachine.com/
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Founder of Edgar’s Mission Pam Aherne with Edgar. Photograph: Jo-Anne McArthur/We Animals

Fur farm, Europe. From The Ghosts in Our Machine. Photograph: Jo-Anne McArthur
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Changing Human Behaviour is the theme for the 10th Asia for Animals
Conference to be held in Kathmandu, Nepal, from 27-29 November. The
Conference is hosted by the Jane Goodall Institute Nepal and Jane Goodall
Institute Asia Pacific.The Institute is a global non-profit organisation to empower
people to make a difference for all living things. (http://www.jginepal.org). Three
days of talks and interactive workshops, will be followed by an opportunity to
visit Chitwan National Park, one of the last strongholds for endangered mammals
such as the Bengal tiger and one-horned rhinoceros.
The Asia For Animals (AfA) Coalition is composed of 16 respected animal
welfare organisations with a shared focus on improving the welfare of animals
in Asia. It provides a platform for those working in animal welfare or wildlife
conservation in Asia to exchange ideas, disseminate best practices and build
partnerships to tackle some of the world’s greatest challenges in animal welfare
concerns. http://www.asiaforanimals.com/

