These former strays are now helping Four Paws © in Romania as therapy dogs (see News)
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COMMENT
OUR UNEVEN RELATIONSHIP WITH WILDLIFE
What a contradictory, uneven relationship we have with our British wildlife.
The badger cull has now rolled out across seven new areas of the country
leading many of us to wonder whether there will be any badgers left for future
generations, and the hare continues to be the only ‘game’ mammal in England
and Wales not protected from shooting through its breeding season. ‘Closed
seasons’ apply to most species of ‘game’ animals, allowing them to raise their
young, but hares receive no such protection. When they are shot early in their
breeding season, dependent leverets are left to starve. This is ironic when
considering how both these persecuted animals have so greatly inspired writers
and artists through the ages.
This summer, news reports celebrated the fact that the Large Blue butterfly,
which became extinct in Britain in the 1970s, is thriving once more following
decades of conservation efforts. In our gardens, big birds – gulls, pigeons,
magpies and crows – are generally reviled, while little birds are cherished. A
neighbour wages war on grey squirrels, referring to them as ‘tree rats’ – thus
demonizing two species in one go – since they ‘steal’ food from his bird feeder.
Puzzlingly, he is liberal with the slug pellets so presumably in denial about the
poison entering the food chain and killing little garden birds.
In the late 1800s, landowners introduced grey squirrels to their estates as
decorative garden accessories. In 1903, the Highland Squirrel Club (a curious
name under the circumstances) was established to control red squirrels, which
were causing bark-stripping damage to trees and over 82,000 of them were
killed in the 20 years up to 1933.Today, efforts are focused on getting the greys
out and the reds back in.
As human populations increase the world over, so populations of wild species
are squeezed further into the margins. When non-human species become
inconvenient to humans they are culled (oddly, an almost comforting sounding
word) both legally and illegally. Attempts to justify slaughter often begin with
liberal use of the term ‘alien species’ then the downgrading of birds and animals
to the status of ‘pests’ or ‘vermin’. Mercifully, persecuted species have their
advocates. Animal Aid’s excellent report With Extreme Prejudice, the culling of
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British wildlife (Kate FowlerReeves) offers an informative,
convincing and challenging
response to our obsession with
demonizing and mass slaughter.
And the superb charity Buglife
continues to overturn our
prejudices to invertebrates.
It was encouraging to watch
presenter Monty Don on
Gardener’s World this autumn,
demonstrate a deterrent
against the wasps that feast on
Badger as homeless person by Laura Ford,
his greenhouse grapes by
photographed at Blackwell, Cumbria © Ann Johnson
hanging a bag the shape of a
wasp nest. Any visiting wasps would see the bag, assume a colony was already
in residence and, preferring to avoid a turf war, quickly make their exit. A follow
up programme showed that this was working.
We live in a constantly shifting world for both human and non-human animals.
Maybe we need to get past our fixation on the indigenous and embrace the
reliable constant of change in an increasingly diverse, fluid, ever-evolving global
community of species. Sadly, in many cases, it is only when species are identified
as being driven to the brink of extinction that ways are actively sought for
humans and non-human species to live alongside one another.
Ann Johnson, Eastbourne Meeting

‘Put your heart against the earth with me, in serving every creature’ – Rumi
(30 September 1207 – 17 December 1273)
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SCOTLAND’S MOUNTAIN HARE SHAME
“We care for the mountain hare and call on the Scottish
Parliament to urgently introduce greater protection for this
iconic species that is native to Scotland. We believe that the
indiscriminate and ruthless slaughter of Scotland’s mountain
hares is unacceptable and must be stopped immediately.”
– OneKind
A mountain hare in its white winter coat in the snowy uplands is a special sight:
a beautiful wild animal that has adapted to its hostile surroundings. Unlike the
brown hare or rabbit, the mountain hare is indigenous to Scotland. They were
hopping around the Highlands long before we humans turned up with our
livestock and guns.
This makes the current assault against these beautiful creatures all the more
unjust. One recent hunt that was reported in a hunting magazine bragged of
shooting dead 113 hares in just one day. Sadly, this is no exception. Mountain

Iconic species: mountain hare
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hare are now routinely killed in huge numbers in the name of ‘conservation’.
An absurd notion, rejected by real conservation groups who are calling for a
moratorium in mountain hare culling. Even this, however, is a weak response.
When can killing a mountain hare ever be right?
The real reason many estates are so keen to let hunts such as this one
happen is that they blame mountain hares for perpetuating a disease that affects
red grouse. And every red grouse an estate loses affects the bottom line as
red grouse shoots pay good money. Even the Game Conservation and Wildlife
Trust recommends that: “…hare numbers may need to be temporarily reduced
to suppress the disease”. However, the Scottish government, whose response
has so far been appallingly timid, is asking that estates show ‘voluntary constraint’
when it comes to culls.
We believe that mountain hares should be properly protected and their culling
should be banned. But this is about much more than the mountain hare. Like
snaring, raptor persecution, and many other cruel practices in the uplands, mountain
hare culling has its roots in the practice of managing Estates for driven grouse
shooting. Until we address this, animals will keep on dying in the name of sport.

* This article is reproduced by kind permission of OneKind, which aims to end
cruelty to Scotland’s wildlife, companion animals and other animals through
campaigns, research and education OneKind, points out that, because hares
are small, fast moving animals and because the shooting takes place in an
environment where plenty of cover is available, this heightens the risk of injury
rather than obtaining ‘clean’ kills. In addition, commercial hunts may involve
hunters with little experience, adding to the risk of injury, suffering and a slow
death. As shooting is not a licensed activity there is no welfare monitoring or
reporting; it is therefore impossible to monitor the scale of the suffering. Tens
of thousands of mountain hares are thought to be eradicated each year.
Join OneKind at the Scottish Parliament on 17 November between 12noon
and 2pm to say ‘Enough to mountain hare killing’.This will be a fun event, open
to all. For more information: https://www.onekind.org/
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INCOMER
He’s crossed a frontier
between life-styles
at odds with each other.
He knew what winning’s like –
racing around in circles
pursued by money.
Grey-muzzled now he sleeps
backed up hard against
solid security.
But since facing-off a pencil
sharpener, his nose
pokes into everything.
So I’m under surveillance:
he dogs my moves, adopts
my shadow as his cloak.
Such times we live in
picked up from a world
wildly chasing hares.
Bob Ward

Bob writes: “We've recently taken in a greyhound, retired from a racing career.
Although the subject is a dog, the poem is couched in terms that hint at wider
issues.
6
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THE INVISIBLE HORSES
Throughout 2016 World Horse Welfare has shone the spotlight on the world’s
‘invisible horses’ – those who suffer in silence because people either cannot or
choose not to see their plight. From the horses left in barns and stables for weeks
on end, to those working long hours every day on the streets of Choluteca in
Honduras or Cape Town in South Africa, to the horses transported long distances
across borders to uncertain futures and those who, sadly, are discovered too late.
World Horse Welfare continues, through it’s invisible horse campaign, to
highlight the plight of these horses, making them ‘visible’ so they can receive
the care and protection they so desperately need. The campaign kicked off in
January with a focus on foals and youngsters. The welfare, campaigning, rescue
and education organisation highlighted the disturbing trend of young horses
being dumped and left to fend for themselves through the harsh winter
months, calling on the public to remain vigilant and report any concerns as
soon as possible so welfare charities can intervene. As we move into a new
winter, this vigilance becomes ever more necessary.

Bella, rescued by World Horse Welfare
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Following this, the charity raised the issue of the thousands of foals born each
year who are never identified with a passport and microchip and, as a result,
can remain invisible for the rest of their lives. It’s estimated that of roughly
40,000 foals born in the UK every year, 15,000 of these could go unrecorded,
never making it on to any official database placing them at risk.
World Horse Welfare also told the stories of foals and their mothers who
were fortunate enough to be discovered and, through the charity’s care and
expertise, are now very much visible – enjoying new careers in loving homes.
The second quarter of 2016 brought a focus on rescue and rehoming with
World Horse Welfare’s Charity of the Year status at the Mitsubishi Motors
Badminton Horse Trials in May. The Invisible Horse Trail was a key highlight of
the event, with 14 horse sculptures each individually painted, decorated and
adorned by leading artists and personalities to tell the stories of horses helped
by World Horse Welfare. These beautiful sculptures were auctioned at an
exclusive event in October.
May was also the charity’s dedicated ‘Rehome a Horse Month’. Through
sharing the stories and successes of some of the charity’s 1,500 rehomed
horses and ponies and their amazing rehomers, the month boosted the
numbers of horses found loving new homes through World Horse Welfare’s
rehoming scheme. The charity rehomed a record number of 320 horses and
ponies in 2015 and is seeking your help to push this figure even higher. If you
or anyone you know is thinking about buying a horse or pony then why not
consider rehoming? The charity points out how rehoming not only gives the
horse a new lease of life and the chance to become part of the family, but it
also offers the reassurance of a full health MOT, guaranteed honesty about his
or her traits and characteristics and the safety net that if your circumstances
change he or she can be returned to World Horse Welfare at any time.
Heading into the third quarter, the focus turned to World Horse Welfare’s
international projects which help working horses and their owners in 12
different countries. As all eyes turned to the world’s best horses and riders
competing at the Rio Olympics, World Horse Welfare highlighted the plight of
the thousands of equines who are so vital in helping their owners generate an
income or provide food for their families, yet continue to go unnoticed by
Governments and policymakers. There are an estimated 100 million working
8
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equines around the world who support at least 600 million people,
transporting families to work and school, fetching vital food, water and medical
supplies and helping to work the land. Many horse owners in the developing
world care deeply for their horses but simply do not have the knowledge
and/or resources to practice basic husbandry. World Horse Welfare’s
international programme continues to help address this by training
communities in skills such as horse care, saddlery and farriery and enabling
sustainable change for the long term.
Finally, quarter four rounds off the invisible horse project by calling on the
public to get involved and help drive change at the highest levels of Government
to improve horse welfare across the UK. World Horse Welfare needs support
to bring the invisible horses into clarity. Keep an eye on the website –
http://www.worldhorsewelfare.org – for more information about how you can
get involved and help shine the spotlight on these neglected equines.
QCA thanks World Horse Welfare for preparing this article for us.
* The Control of Horses Act 2015 gives greater power to public and private
landowners to remove horses being grazed on their land without permission.
If you see a horse with welfare problems you can contact the RSPCA on
0300 1234 999. For a horse without welfare issues that is being illegally flygrazed, contact your local council or, if it is close to the road, the police.

Hillside Animal Sanctuary is home to over 1000 rescued horses, donkeys and ponies.
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CHILDREN HELPING ELEPHANTS
We are delighted to have permission to reproduce childrens’ paintings and drawings
of elephants throughout this issue. These art works have been created to highlight
the plight of captive elephants around the world through the children and adults
campaigning organisation Children Helping Elephants (CHE). This is their story.
An eight year-old schoolgirl named Stella was concerned about the conditions
in which two elephants, Chai and Bamboo, were living at Seattle’s Woodland
Park Zoo. Bamboo was originally kidnapped from her family in the wilds of
Thailand and Chai was born there in captivity. The elephants were then sold by
traders and shipped to North America to live out their life sentences in captivity.
Seeking to help Chai and Bamboo find a better life, Stella created an artwork
appealing to zoo and Seattle city officials to retire the pair to a sanctuary. Stella
explained her project to her school community with the result that many more
students wanted to make art for the elephants.
Lisa Decker fully supported her daughter’s “budding advocacy” by creating a
Facebook page and website in order to share the idea with the wider
community. In just two weeks, Stella and Lisa had collected over 100 art works,
resulting in an exhibition of stunning drawings and paintings. The child/adult
collaboration then took their message to City Council and council member
Kshama Sawant began work on an ordinance for sanctuary. A petition was
launched, using the words of the children, for adults to sign. In one month, the
petition had gained 100,000 signatures.
Adults and children all over the region wanted to know more about Chai
and Bamboo’s plight and to learn what elephants needed to stay physically and
psychologically healthy. Long-time activists, who had been working in Seattle
towards a sanctuary for nearly a decade, joined in. Messages of support began
arriving from around the world.Then, with no warning, in April 2015, Woodland
Park Zoo suddenly transported Chai and Bamboo out of Seattle, and to
another zoo. Chai and Bamboo found themselves in Oklahoma City zoo.
Shortly after, The Seattle Times published an article by Ed Stewart, the president
and co-founder of the Performing Animal Welfare Society (PAWS), under the
headline, ‘Chai and Bamboo are victims in a failed captivity system’. The article
challenged the concept of keeping of elephants in zoos, outlining the physical and
10
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mental consequences of providing inadequate space and giving reasons why
conservation and breeding programmes continued to exploit and fail these animals.
In January 2016, less than one year later, Chai was found dead at Oklahoma
zoo. She was 37 – dying ten years before the average life expectancy of a
female Asian elephant.
In an editorial in February 2016, The Seattle Times publically lamented and
criticised the whole chain of events stating that Chai “…deserved so much
more after a lifetime of trauma. Separated from her mother as a baby, Chai
lost her own 6-year-old calf Hansa in 2007 to a herpes virus. She also endured
more than100 unsuccessful artificial insemination attempts.”
Lisa says:“CHE is our foundational project.We hope to take what we learn from
this effort and build an organization that lasts far into the future and eventually goes
beyond helping elephants, becoming a platform that connects children all over the
world and helping them to become effective advocates for what they care about.”
Stella says: “The zoo is teaching us to like elephants, but they aren’t teaching us
to understand them. If we don’t understand elephants, we don’t really know how
to help them. Kids learn from what they see. And if what we see is that elephants
are in zoos, then we learn it’s ok for elephants to be in a small space being stared
at by humans. Kids are learning that elephants don’t need the wild to exist.”
Further information: http://www.childrenhelpingelephants.org/
www.facebook.com/ChildrenHelpingElephants

Painting by Taylor, aged 8

Drawing by Adalia aged 7
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TEMBO
Morning spent grazing,
my feet sense a warning,
trouble on its way.
My sister, baby suckling,
mother unaware; my anger
explodes, I trumpet a warning.
Flashes from long sticks,
sister bellows and falls,
second flash and she is still.
We are moving, I fear for baby,
panic in her eyes,
as she tries to keep up.
Her mother’s body,
being violated,
men hacking her tusks.
Metal bird lands,
men jump out, chase the killers,
soon hidden by the trees.
We wait for silence,
start our journey back,
mourning begins.
Ann Harding, Telford Meeting
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GLOBAL PROTECTION FOR THE SHY PANGOLIN
Pangolins are small, very shy mammals with large, overlapping scales composed of
keratin, the same proteins that build human fingernails and rhino horns.These scales
serve as a pangolin’s main defence from predators. When threatened, rather than
flee, pangolins curl into a tight ball, with their scales serving as armour. But this is
no defence against humans.
On 28 September, at the 17th meeting of the parties to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) the wonderful news broke
that the pangolin was finally to be awarded full protection. All 182 nations
accepted that all eight species should be listed on Appendix I of CITES. This
will prohibit all international, commercial trade in pangolin products, including
whole scales, powdered scales and meat. Import and export for ‘scientific
purposes’ will still be allowed.
Over the past several years, there has been an increase in seizures of pangolin
scales, as well as whole pangolins, both live and frozen. Shipments of pangolin
scales, weighing in the tons, are trafficked from Africa to Asia, along the very
same routes as elephant ivory and rhino horn.
These gentle beings have been driven to near extinction by unsustainable
poaching and need stronger international protections in order to survive
according to the WildAid report: Pangolins on the Brink.
The report identifies consumer demand for pangolin scales and meat as the primary
cause of the sharp decline of the species throughout Africa and Asia. To protect
pangolins, the new report calls for: a total ban on pangolin meat consumption in
China and Vietnam; removal of pangolin products from the Pharmacopoeia of the
People’s Republic of China; specialised law enforcement training.
WildAid CEO Peter Knights commented from the CITES Conference of the
Parties in Johannesburg: "Rarely has CITES been so united. This action today
was much-needed if pangolins are to survive and may be one of the most
important outcomes of this meeting.That these proposals to protect pangolins
came from countries like Vietnam and were passed with near-unanimous
support is highly encouraging. The challenge now is law enforcement and
demand reduction, but the uplisting will help both. Penalties will now be much
higher in key countries." http://www.wildaid.org/
13
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(Pangolin (phataginus tricuspis) © Zoological Society of London

BORN FREE AUTUMN APPEAL
Saving rare species is the subject of Born Free Foundation’s autumn appeal.
Born Free focuses on familiar animals that are threatened such as the big cats –
lions, cheetahs, tigers – elephants, rhinos – but also the pangolin. The charity’s
president and CEO Will Travers says: “Less familiar is the shy and endearing
pangolin, the world’s most illegally-trafficked mammal. The more I learn about
these unique animals, the more I want to help them!” Born Free says that ten
pangolins are killed every hour for meat and scales. If you want to help them
in their mission visit: http://www.bornfree.org.uk/
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REMEMBERING
Anne’s gaze seemed to reach into the corners where life hangs by its threads and
her poetry often acknowledges the chanciness of life in the natural world, the strange
relationship of predator and prey – yet her vision is a kind, integrating one. Fiona Owen,
explores the remarkable work of “the very best of wonderers”, Anne Cluysenaar.
Anne Cluysenaar, who lost her life in 2014, was a poet whose abiding sense
of kinship with animals and the natural world is present within her many
volumes of work. Her close attentiveness to creatures was translated into
poetry, the ordinary made extraordinary by the light of her language and her
compassionate gaze.
In one volume, Batu-Angas, where she ‘envisions’ the natural world by drawing
on the writings and ideas of naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace, she marvels at an
orb spider who has laid her eggs on ‘an island of nettles’, the ‘green and white
of her’ becoming, for Anne, ‘a multi-millenial meditation’ on survival and life
passing itself on. In this collection, Anne openly struggles with Wallace’s
nineteenth-century scientific approaches to collecting specimens by killing them:
‘I find myself thinking of Wallace,/a hunter shouldering his gun/as the only means
of touching’ and, while acknowledging his own sense of wonder, makes open
her discomfort: ‘I share the smell of blood/while I reach for his understandings’.
Two years before she died, in 2012, Anne became a Quaker, feeling at home
with the openness of Friends, the silent worship and notion of Inner Light. In
her final collection of ‘diary poems’, Touching Distances, ‘October 21’ is set ‘At
the Quaker meeting’, light ‘streaming through the windows’. When she looks
up, she notices ‘a line, light gliding/to and fro through the air outside’ and
concludes ‘There must be a spider out there/hung from the plane tree, her
silk/a single thread’. While it is often little creatures like spiders, caterpillars,
beetles and butterflies that catch Anne’s eye, she writes of many kinds of animal,
both wild and domesticated. Her life at Little Wentworth Farm, the smallholding
near Usk that she shared with her husband in the latter part of her life, teemed
with creaturely life that was lifted into focus in her writing, often movingly. When
her beloved cob, Pip, died from a broken back, she wrote about the ‘dry clod’
that ‘fell out of his hoof … the precise cast//of some step he took, in that gentle
way/he had, when here, of being himself ’ (‘March 26’, Touching Distances):
15
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Just before he died, unable to lift
even his head, he galloped in air –
the eye I could see wide all at once,
looking for the world, not finding it.
Another poem features the simple pleasures of petting her cat or, rather,
being petted, describing, with characteristic precision, the way her cat’s ‘prickly
paw reaches up to (her) cheek’, the cat’s ‘chin tiger-pale in her brindled fluff,/her
pupils, rounded, focused on mine.//It’s like being looked at by time …’ and that
move is what Anne was so adept at. Her poetry often describes, with exactness,
a moment, only to shift into a meditation on Time.
Anne’s gaze seemed to reach into the corners where life hangs by its threads
and her poetry often acknowledges the chanciness of life in the natural world,
the strange relationship of predator and prey – yet her vision is a kind, integrating
one. When watching grasshoppers, she notices how, when one hapless creature
misses ‘his aim’ and lands on a water surface, his ‘powerful legs’ suddenly ‘helpless’,
he is grabbed by a ‘diving beetle’ and pulled under. Anne writes: ‘I catch my
breath’. She wonders at the beetle, who ‘knows how to make a living/from the
chancy edge of his world’ yet there is compassion in the description of the
grasshopper who is drowned ‘in a blur/ of algae’ and left ‘in storage’. For Anne,
life is rendered precarious, yet all too precious. She was the very best of
wonderers and she probed deeply into the mysterious business of being here.
One key theme in her work is Deep Time – that great expanse we all come
and go in. But Time is localised by the myriad beings who inhabit the earth.
Anne helps to give us light to see by, helps us to touch into the lives of
creatures that are so often treated as ‘alien’, to sense our deep relationship
with them. Whatever life is, her poems suggest, we are all part of it together –
in its tragedies and wonders:
It seemed we were all – tree
and air and bird and poppy and
gravel even – composing together
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a secret no one of us
could know, not one escape.
Which breathes itself in us.
(‘There were dark leaves spread out’ in
Migrations.)
Fiona Owen, QCA member, Holyhead Meeting. At Time’s Edge, an anthology
of poems remembering Anne Cluysenaar, is edited by Fiona Owen and
published by The Vaughan Association.

JANUARY 1
It made me look in the shed, his cooing: too early.
And he had her by the neck, sure enough, a wing
across her back. They formed a tremulous mass
the two of them, snowy white, in the dim shed corner.
But because, of my life, the present is only a part,
I’ve watched for the eggs, the two she lays one by one,
and fingered them out from under her beating wings.
No skinny squab must starve as winter sets in.
For these, alive in my hand, holding their heat,
there never was hope. Though tempted to put them back,
I know that, soon, there are bound to be flakes of snow.
Better throw them across the yard to the bramble bank.
They’ll be food for sparrows and rats. Even so, as I slipped
my hand underneath and felt that hot patch of skin
each side of her breastbone, I heard myself mutter ‘Sorry’.
And know how relieved I’ll be when the snow does fall.
Anne Cluysenaar, Touching Distances, Cinnamon Press
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EDUCATION
ART FOR THE BEARS
Animals Asia believes that ending
bear bile farming is not just about
rescuing and helping bears but also
inspiring future generations to say
“No” to bear bile. This year, Animals
Asia’s Vietnam Director, Tuan
Bendixsen, and team have been
working with education authorities
Trinh Thuy Phan, Head of Communications and Public
in engaging children across Vietnam
Awareness-Vietnam oversees the enthusiastic
to help in different ways.
competition © Animals Asia.
Art for the Bears was held at
the Phung Thuong Primary School, where over a thousand students took out
their crayons to portray the plight of bears on bear bile farms depicting how
they could be living their lives in the forests.
The project was sponsored by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, and supported by the government Hanoi Forest Protection
Department, the Phuc Tho Education Department and, of course, the principal
and teachers of the school.
Animals Asia pointed out how it was vitally important to have the
government Hanoi Forest Protection Department on board since, like the
authorities in Quang Ninh where bear farming is now a practice of the past,
they wanted to follow this path and provide hope for the 200 bears currently
incarcerated on bear farms in Phung Thuong, just down the road from the
school. It was likely many of the children had family members and family friends
who were bear farmers themselves.
The children were invited to channel their creative talents into visually
describing the reality of bear bile farming – to imagine how these prisons would
feel to the victims inside the cages and to be aware that all they know is the
sight of four walls of steel bars around them. In the wild the bears would climb
trees, forage for up to five km each day, enjoy the fruits of the forest and make
choices, like human animals, about how to live their lives.
18
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Founder and CEO of Animal Asia, Jill Robinson* said: “Their talent was superb,
their passion infectious. The prize-giving afternoon was nothing short of chaos,
with the kids – many of them dirt poor – just so excited to be joining this event.
“The prize-giving ceremony was wonderful – with my heartfelt thanks to Animals
Asia’s Vietnam team of Tuan,Trinh, Ngoc, Hoa, Hang,Tien,Thanh,Yen, Nhung,Thuy
and Annemarie, all working their socks off to see such a wonderful finale to the
competition.With over 1,000 entries, this was a truly remarkable project.” No one
went away empty handed. So far the number of bears on farms across the country
has reduced from 4,000 at its height about 15 years ago to 1,200 today.
*Jill Robinson MBE founded Animals Asia in 1998, five years after an encounter with a caged
bear on a farm in southern China. Learning that bear bile could be replaced by herbs, she vowed
to put an end to bear bile farming. Since then Animals Asia has rescued hundreds of bears.

More stunning pictures created by the school children can be viewed on:
https://www.animalsasia.org/intl/social/jills-blog/2016/05/04/art-for-the-bears/

Forest is True Home by Hoàng Thu Phu’o’ng class 2B, Phung Thuong Primary School © Animals Asia
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ANIMAL CLASSICS
THE SEXUAL POLITICS OF MEAT
A feminist-vegetarian critical theory, by
Carol J Adams. 25th Anniversary edition
(Bloomsbury). Review: Geoffrey Johnson
‘My becoming a vegetarian had seemingly
little relationship to my feminism – or so I
thought. Now I understand why and how
they are connected, how being a vegetarian
reverberates with feminist meaning.’
Carol Adams with Holly and Inky,
So begins the preface to Carol Adams’
photographed by Hillary Cohen DeParde
1990 edition of The Sexual Politics of Meat.
When it first appeared it shocked and angered some, moved others and
inspired many to write rave reviews claiming the book was ‘…a dynamic
contribution to creating a feminist/animal rights theory’, one which ‘…could
not be more timely or disturbing’ and ‘…a cohesive, passionate case linking
meat-eating to the oppression of animals and women’.
Reading it for the first time, more than 25 years after it’s original publication,
I found it still has the power to shock and to move with chapter headings such
as The rape of animals and the butchering of women and illustrations like Ursula
Hamdress – a photograph, taken at the Iowa State Fair by an animal advocate,
of a young pig dressed as pin-up, much as any young woman might appear in
a soft-porn magazine.
This power to unsettle and cause to question assumptions is hardly surprising,
when we learn that the book came into existence through activism and is
penned by someone who is an experienced and committed activist. Carol
Adams explains what for her this means; she says: ‘It is engaged theory that
arises from anger at what is, theory that envisions what is possible. Engaged
theory makes change possible.’ The book is dedicated to ‘what is’ – the ‘31.1
billion each year, 85.2 million each day, 3.5 million each hour and 59.170 each
minute’ (animals killed in 1990, date of original publication). Namely, a catalogue
of animal slaughter. Despite this gloomy backdrop, the book is unafraid to hope
20
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as it develops an ‘engaged’ critical theory in which the author ‘envisions what
is possible’.
Third wave feminism
If the first dedication reveals a negative motivation then the second, “in memory
of Mary Daly (1928-2010)”, reveals the author’s debt to this radical, feminist
philosopher, academic and theologian at Boston College. Carol Adams attended
some of her classes and, in the dedication, identifies Mary Daly as “my first
reader” adding appreciatively ‘’She opened worlds where we found ourselves
at home.” The world in which Carol Adams finds herself at home, in fact a
domain which she helped extend, was third wave feminism. Whereas first wave
feminism of the 1920s focused on suffrage (voting and property rights) and
second wave worked to extend women’s rights in the family and workplace,
third wave feminism was to focus on reproductive, gender and animal rights
and attempts to reclaim derogatory language.
The subtitle of the book A Feminist-Vegetarian Critical Theory, expounded in
chapter 9 – the final chapter – indicates that this is no easy read. At the heart
of the chapter is the thesis that a feminist-vegetarian critical theory begins ‘…
with the perception that women and animals are similarly positioned in a
patriarchal world, as objects rather than subjects’. Throughout the book, this
strong theoretical base is imaginatively documented, extremely well researched
and draws on unsettling illustrations from literature, films and many different
aspects of contemporary culture. The arguments produced are challenging,
always stimulating but unfailingly hard-hitting and do require some careful
examination. Carol Adams points out that it is not unusual to hear catalogued,
the meat-loaded diet of top male athletes. Nor, she says, are we surprised to
hear women say, ‘I would become a vegetarian but for my husband’. She sees
both as overt expressions of the sexual politics of meat, the mix of male virility
and dominance linked to meat-eating.
However, her target is not these overt associations – but those that are
covert, even culturally cloaked and are therefore much more elusive.
In the four chapters of Part I headed The Patriarchal Texts of Meat, Adams
expounds her basic theory and takes up this cultural challenge. At the heart of
her thesis is the identification of meat as a ‘text’ – to be explored, adopted,
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adapted, turned into an art form and communicated. She argues that. ‘By
speaking of ‘texts of meat’ we situate the meaning within a political-cultural
context. None of us chooses the meanings that constitute the texts of meat,
we adhere to them. Recognising the texts of meat is the first step in identifying
the sexual politics of meat.’
Patriarchal assumptions
In this section, Carol Adams explores not just the patriarchal assumptions
regarding meat-eating males and vegetable-eating females but the wider and
more disturbing association of butchering of meat and violence towards
women. Exploring the myth of Zeus’s consumption of Metis, Adams takes a
long hard look at the attitudes and language of consumption while not shying
away from criticism of vegetarian passivity.
In Part 1, Chapter 3, Masked Violence, Muted Voices explores Language as Mask.
Adams describes how using words such as ’animal’ and ‘beast’ serve to suggest
that human beings are not animals and reinforce the separation from human
animals and non-human animals. Animals are frequently referred to as ‘it’. Just
as the generic ‘he’ is used as a function for all human beings, erasing altogether
the female presence, ‘it’ erases the living nature of animals, reducing them to
the status of object or thing.
We further distance ourselves through the use of metaphors and phrases that
twist the true nature of animals: sly as a fox, son-of-a-bitch, bird-brain, hare-brain
and utilize whole species to serve as insults – snake, weasel, pig and rat, for example.
Humans who engaged in violence are described as ‘no better than animals’.
We create new vocabularies to place our habit of eating dead animal bodies
in a more acceptable context.Thus pigs become ham, sausages and bacon, and
cattle are sectioned into chuck, rump and loin. Slaughter houses become meat
plants and factory farming becomes intensive animal husbandry.
The three chapters of Part 2 From the Belly of Zeus follow this up with a
feminist history of vegetarianism, focusing on the period 1790 to the present
in the UK and USA. Because Adams sees so clearly that the oppression of
women and other animals are interdependent, she expresses dismay at the
failure of some contemporary feminists to recognize ‘…the gender issues
embedded in the eating of animals’.
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Following the experience of a visit to an
industrial poultry-meat production plant many
years ago and witnessing at first-hand the
cruelty involved, it was impossible for me to
continue to eat factory-farmed poultry. So
began for me the journey to a non-meat eating
diet. Reading Carol Adams’ book has propelled
me further along this path, requiring me to
consider her claim that ‘…if meat is a symbol
of male dominance then the presence of meat
proclaims the dis-empowerment of women’. If
this is indeed an accurate linkage – and I see
no good reason to doubt this – then the next
question is: Why has the egalitarian-oriented
and violence-rejecting Quaker community
been so slow to respond to this challenge?
For more information on the work of Carol
Adams visit: http://caroljadams.com/

The Sexual Politics of Meat has
been translated into Japanese,
Korean (see image above), Chinese,
German, Portuguese, and Turkish;
Italian, Spanish, Croatian, and French
editions are in process.

Geoffrey Johnson Eastbourne Meeting. Eastbourne (QCA Meeting membership).
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REFLECTION
The Christian mission is not ‘the salvation of souls’; it is the salvation of the world,
writes Carmody Grey.
The resumption of meat-eating after Easter was met with rejoicing and relief
in my university chaplaincy. Abstaining from meat in our community is an
ascetical rather than an ethical practice: we give it up because we enjoy it. The
idea that abstaining from meat might be a positive sign of God’s kingdom
provokes resistance and even derision among many Christians I know.
This is not surprising when you so often hear people express the purpose and
meaning of Christian faith in terms of “the salvation of souls”. I don’t understand
how we have got away with this language for so long when it is really bordering
on the heretical. In modern English, it inescapably implies that God’s purpose in
salvation is to retrieve from the mire of earthly existence a spiritual essence of
each human being, which will be whisked away to somewhere called “heaven”,
where it will float in a blessedly immaterial manner for all eternity. As though
God’s first creation, this world, was simply furniture, a pleasant setting for our
brief sojourn; as though its manifold non-human lives are just passing
entertainment, the sea and sky, mountains and forests a pretty backdrop to the
true drama, which is conducted in a vaporous realm of soul and spirit.
Where this fits with the Lord’s coming again, the resurrection of our bodies
and the renewal of all creation, I don’t know. In the Scriptures, the purpose of
God is to save the world, the “kosmos”. In that peerless expression of the
Gospel of John, Christ is given “for the life of the world”.
These thoughts came to me rather indignantly as I reviewed some of the
devotional fare on offer for Ascension Day, which sometimes gives the
impression that our spiritual destination is to kick off the dust of this world
with a sigh of relief. But Ascension focuses our eyes on that which it presages:
Jesus’ return. He departs in order to come again in a new way, because it is
this world, the world God made, that God intends to save. Jesus does not
snatch away into a Gnostic bliss those who are his own. He leaves with the
promise that he will return to make God’s dream come true.
As long as we persist in thinking that salvation is fundamentally about being
taken somewhere else forever, while God scrunches up the scrap paper of the
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first creation, we will never really commit to this world and its creatures, which
is the world God has committed to saving. In this mentality, the flourishing or
suffering of animals will remain morally and spiritually irrelevant. It is no wonder
we have difficulty motivating ourselves to care about the environment or about
the lives of animals, not to mention political and social change, if we think spiritual
purposes are restricted to “souls”. This terminology can only lead us to neglect
non-human creatures, human bodies, material lives and concrete situations.
The Christian mission is not “the salvation of souls”. It is the salvation of the
world. We are called to commit to this earth and all its contents: natural, social,
political, environmental, human and non-human. What this means for our
practices of consumption deserves particular attention in a globalised economy.
At the very least, we should acknowledge that few Christians seem to take
note of the fact that in paradise Adam and Eve do not eat the flesh of God’s
creatures, or that in Isaiah’s prophecy of the new creation there is no predation
at all. In the great biblical visions of peace that bookend our salvation history,
no creature kills to live. Flesh-eating is a sign of the Fall. But, abstaining from
meat in the twenty-first century is not just a statement of Christian hope in
God’s promise of the new creation. It is a prophetic political witness that the
vile industry of incarceration, cruelty and slaughter, in which human beings thrive
on the misery and defacement of non-human creatures, is a gross offence
against God’s will for them and us. This appalling desecration of the human
vocation and of nature’s dignity calls for Christian resistance and refusal.
Regardless of how we respond to this ethical question, Ascension is a call to
confront not only Jesus’ mysterious bodily absence from this world, but God’s
commitment to come back and finish what he began – a commitment we
experience both as threat and as promise, as frightening and reassuring. We
are not just “passing through” and picking up souls on the way. We are readying
the world for the return of the king.
Carmody Grey is a doctoral student in theology at the University of Bristol.
First published in 12 May issue of The Tablet, the International Catholic News
Weekly. Reproduced with kind permission of the Publisher – www.thetablet.co.uk.
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125 YEARS OF COMPASSION
JOURNEYS OF COMPASSION Including Quaker Quotations on Animals, an
anthology from the time of George Fox to the present day. Quaker Concern for
Animals, 2016.
This autumn, QCA celebrates a special milestone. We mark an extraordinary
125-year journey of Quaker concern and action for animals with the launch of
our new publication, JOURNEYS OF COMPASSION, a beautifully illustrated, 74page compendium of Quaker witness for the world’s non-human animals.
The official launch was hosted on 4 October, World Animal Day (WAD), at
Friends House Quaker Centre Bookshop in London where QCA members
were on hand to meet with visitors. To support WAD, the bookshop had
specially ordered a range of animal titles for sale, including JOURNEYS OF
COMPASSION, Peter Singer’s Animal Liberation and Carl Safina’s Beyond Words:
What Animals Think and Feel (see our review by Robert Ellwood). We were
delighted that the wonderful folks at Friends House Restaurant and Café also
supported the event by offering specially prepared meat-free menus all day.
JOURNEYS OF COMPASSION is an anthology of writings and images that charts
our journey from 1891 when the Friends Anti-Vivisection Association was
founded. Joseph Storrs Fry was the first President and Quaker MP Joseph
Rowntree was among the founder
members. Concern for animals
grew within the Society of Friends
and the Association became the
Animal Welfare and AntiVivisection Society, then Quaker
Concern for Animal Welfare and, in
1978, Quaker Concern for Animals.
Quaker voices for animals have
been raised since the 1650s and
JOURNEYS OF COMPASSION
incorporates Quaker Quotations on
Animals, an anthology from the time
of George Fox to the present day.
Sanctuary resident DJ, from Journeys of Compassion
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One of the oldest groups within the Society, QCA has remained relatively
small.This publication encourages and inspires us to reflect on those who have
carried forward the Concern over the decades. Choices for inclusion have been
made in an effort to represent the differing and ever-growing areas of concern
and distinct approaches of witness. Most are Quaker; all are linked to QCA in
some way.
WORLD ANIMAL DAY
We are proud to have been part of World Animal Day for the first time. The
mission is to raise the status of animals in order to improve welfare standards
around the globe. Building the celebration of WAD unites the animal welfare
movement, mobilising it into a global force to make the world a better place
for all animals. It’s celebrated in different ways in every country, irrespective of
nationality, religion, faith or political ideology. Through increased awareness and
education we can create a world where animals are always recognised as
sentient beings and full regard is always paid to their welfare. WAD is sponsored
by Naturewatch Foundation for the advancement of animal welfare.
http://www.worldanimalday.org.uk/

JOURNEYS OF COMPASSION is in A5
softcover format and sells for just
£4.50 per copy. This helps cover our
costs of publication and postage. To
buy a copy, please send a cheque,
made out to Quaker Concern for
Animals, together with your full
name and address to: Ann Johnson,
5 Garden Mews, 15 Beachy Head
Road, Eastbourne BN20 7QP.
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BOOKS
Badgered to Death: The People and Politics of the Badger Cull, Dominic Dyer,
Canbury Press. With foreword by Chris Packham.
Dominic Dyer writes: “…the fate of the badger is at the centre of a much
wider debate about our system of government and the importance of industry
and economic growth compared to conservation and the protection of
species.”
Charting the killing of badgers using cyanide gas in the 1970s, to the shooting
of badgers by marksmen today – some of whom are poorly trained – the book
often paints a bleak picture of how this protected species has been demonised
by politicians and the farming lobby “…to become a victim of the intensive
livestock industry” and “…sacrificed for political expediency by each of the
main political parties.”
The green movement is not spared for failing to come to the rescue of the
badger; neither is the BBC for its “…willingness to become part of the propaganda
campaign waged by the government and farming lobby against the species.”
However, this bleakness is relieved in chapter 9, The Badger Army, which
documents the immense ‘grass roots’ challenge to the cull, powered by
thousands of people utilising social and digital media, then taking to the streets
and fields to protect the badger. Dyer quotes scientist and cultural anthropologist
Margaret Mead: “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”
The publication of Badgered to Death has been welcomed by leading
conservationists, nature broadcasters and writers including Chris Packham, Mike
Dilger and Patrick Barkham.
This valuable document, focusing on a contemporary framework of protest,
is recommended reading for any persons, groups and organisations interested
in and/or engaged in direct action.
Dominic Dyer is chief executive of the Badger Trust and policy advisor for
the Born Free Foundation. It is pointed out that the opinions expressed in
Badgered to Death are his own. Available from bookshops and direct from
www.canburypress.com.
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Our Wonderful World and what we can learn from it, Malcolm Edmunds, 2016,
£8.99.
Naturalist Malcolm Edmunds has been active in wildlife conservation and
especially with the Lancashire Wildlife Trust from 1974 until 2013. A life-long
Quaker with a fascination for natural history, he studied zoology at Oxford. He
has written 100 research publications and many of his articles for the Friend
are reprinted in this book.
In Our Wonderful World, and what we can learn from it, he gives a personal
overview of lessons to be learnt by humans from the behaviour of other living
systems, identifying similarities in animal behaviour to illustrate his reflections on
the social life of humans. In pursuit of this aim, chapters one to four discuss
flowers, insects, primates and other mammals, some examples being: the cooperation needed between flower and insect; exploitation and enslavement of
other creatures by ants; primates forming alliances and sometimes exhibiting
blood lust or else making peace between two combatants; the expression by
elephants of emotions of grief and joy when one of their number dies or is born.
Malcolm attributes pressure on the environment from human overpopulation leading to deforestation and pollution. Here we can learn from the
animal world which, left to its own devices, follows a cyclical population control
based upon food supply, population growth and crash before moving to other
territories and delaying breeding, until resources are restored. He cites the
example of how tawny owls determine their egg laying by the amount of food
stored for the next year to bring up their babies.
Malcolm’s final questions are “Do people have to behave in this selfish way?
Or should we also be seeking a more equal sharing of the world’s resources?”
This is a book that promotes discussion. It would be useful to awaken young
adult readers’ curiosity about the natural world and to consider how humans
will live sustainably in the future.
A copy can be obtained from Quaker Bookshop, Friends House, London;
email: orders@yps-publishing.col.uk. T – 01904 431213.
Julie Hinman, Sussex West Area Meeting.
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Beyond Words: What Animals Think and Feel, Carl Safina. New York: Henry
Holt & Co, 2015. Picador Paperback (2016).
This New York Times bestseller can be highly recommended to anyone looking
for a well-written popular introduction to animal issues, full of delightful and
poignant animal anecdotes and a passionate concern regarding the harm
heedlessly done to animal societies by humans. Indeed, primary attention is
given to animal societies, such as those of dolphins (with whom the book
opens), primates, wolves, dogs, bears, birds, and above all elephants. But even
solitary mammals, birds, and some others are likely to be interconnected at
least in the mother-child relationship.
Against any remaining disciples of Descartes and the ‘machine’ view of animals,
Safina follows, or leads, the contemporary scientific mainstream as it flows
strongly toward seeing in animals consciousness, emotions, and the complex
relationship patterns we humans can at least begin to comprehend and identify
with. This means, of course, that if an animal is killed in a slaughterhell or by a
poacher, the tragedy is felt not only by the victim, but by a circle of family and
friends who, at least in the case of elephants (perhaps the most sensitive of all),
visibly mourn, conduct what is in effect a funeral, and never forget.
You will never forget either, after reading this tender, deeply-felt, and wellinformed book. Beyond Words is meant for libraries, personal shelves, and
gift-giving time.
Robert Ellwood
First published in The Peaceable Table, August
2016. Reproduced with permission from The
Peaceable Table, the vegetarian (vegan) journal
for Quakers and other people of faith.
http://www.vegetarianfriends.net/issue127.html
Beyond Words is available from the Quaker
Bookshop, Friends House.
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THE ETHICS OF HARMING ANIMALS
An extract from Chapter Four of Our Wonderful World and what we can learn
from it by Malcolm Edmunds.
I don’t suppose many of us give a thought to the small animals that may be
killed when our drinking water is filtered and chlorinated, nor to the fate of all
the small insects and worms that we slaughter when we cultivate our garden.
Most of us swat house flies, horse flies and mosquitoes if we get the chance,
zap wasps when they buzz round the honey pot, and squash, drown or
otherwise dispose of slugs and snails when these are demolishing our
vegetables. We have no qualms about killing fleas and intestinal parasites of
ourselves, indeed we prefer them to be dead. And if we keep free-range
poultry we may shoot foxes and poison rats. Would we do the same to
elephants or monkeys if these were demolishing our meagre crop of maize?
Can we justify these actions because of human need?
At the other extreme most readers will probably take the view that our
closest relatives, chimpanzees and bonobos, should not be killed for food or
for medical or any other scientific research. Many will feel they should not be
kept in zoos either, and certainly not be permitted to suffer physically or
mentally for research even if it is we humans that will benefit from the work.
What about monkeys? And the lower primates – lemurs and bush babies?
Many people have strong views about using dogs and cats for research which
may involve some pain, but what about other mammals including rats and mice?
Is their brain and perception of pain any less well developed than that of our
beloved Rover? What about birds? Or fish and amphibians? Should we draw
the line at vertebrates so that we can do things to invertebrates that we would
not permit to be done to vertebrates? If this is the line, what about octopus
and squids whose brain and behaviour is certainly as complicated as that of a
fish or a frog?
There is no space here to review all the ethical issues relating to killing animals
or subjecting them to pain, but it is important that those of us who are
concerned with these matters think them out very carefully indeed. I have not
even touched on the use of sheep or goats genetically engineered to produce,
say, human insulin: animals which are well cared for but whose sole purpose in
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life is to benefit humans (just as the purpose of domestic cows is to produce
milk and meat). Somewhere along the line from Amoeba to ourselves there
are various lines that we have to draw: animals on one side can be treated in
various ways, animals on the other should not.The problem is that it is impossible
to know if any animal actually perceives pain. Yes, of course it can respond to it,
but does it feel the pain like we do? And of course the Animal Kingdom cannot
be arranged in linear fashion from Amoeba to ourselves – it is more in the
nature of a complex tree with hundreds of thousands of branches of which just
a few twigs can perceive pain in the way that we think an ape or an elephant
can. We have also to beware that our ethics is not that of the 17th century
puritans who objected to bear baiting, not because it gave pain to the bear, but
because it gave pleasure to the spectators. Is it ethically right to object to some
treatment to a cat, but not object to the same treatment on a rat, because cats
are our pets and rats are perceived to be vermin?
I have to confess I simply do not know where I stand on some of these issues.
I am convinced that some mammals can perceive pain and that we should do
all that we can to minimise human induced suffering to these animals; and I
also believe it is prudent to assume that other animals with similar neural and
behavioural systems may perceive pain and so should be treated in the same
way. Above all I believe that all animals (vertebrate and invertebrate) should
be treated with respect, which at the very least means thinking about these
questions and ensuring that our actions are consistent with our thoughts.

Pickles the piglet, safe at Hillside Animal Sanctuary ©
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HOME NEWS
AS WE GO TO PRESS, the Committee of QCA is delighted to learn that Jon
Wynne-Tyson has agreed to join RV Bailey, Nitin Mehta and Andre Menache
as a patron of Quaker Concern for Animals. Jon has always been a strong voice
for peace and for animals. He has written numerous articles and books on the
subject including the seminal work, The Extended Circle, a Dictionary of Humane
Thought – a classic in a critical period of the movement. A full report will appear
in our Spring 2017 issue.
BRITAIN’S NATIVE HAZEL DORMOUSE (Muscardinus avellanarius) has
declined by a third since the start of the 21st century, revealed a new report
published in September People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES).
The State of Britain’s Dormice report also finds that dormice have become
extinct in 17 English counties since the late 1800s. PTES manages the National
Dormouse Monitoring Programme (NDMP) – the longest-running small,
terrestrial mammal monitoring project in the world.
Once a familiar sight throughout much of England and Wales, over the past
100 years dormice have suffered from the loss of woodlands and hedgerows,
as well as changes to farming and woodland management practices. As a result,
the species is now vulnerable to extinction. Dormice populations are also
vulnerable to climatic changes such as wetter springs and summers, when
foraging for food becomes harder, and when warmer winter temperatures
interrupt successful hibernation. Further information: https://ptes.org/
TWO NEW TEAM MEMBERS HAVE JOINED THE BADGER TRUST. Andy
Swinburne is the new Crime Co-ordinator. He served with the Metropolitan
Police in London and Northumbria Police where he was a wildlife crime officer
between 2005 and 2011. Andy is inviting supporters and the public to report
to him suspicious incidents, crime and information/intelligence, to update him
with progress and results or outcomes. This will help compile an accurate
picture of the problem in specific areas and across the country.
Craig Fellowes is the new Training Co-ordinator. A retired police officer with
over 31 years service, he worked with wildlife crime since 1984, developing
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the only recognised police
training course in wildlife crime.
Craig is keen to work with
groups, and individuals and is
happy to advise on aspects of
wildlife crime, point of law, on
any species-related area.
The Trust’s key aims are to
deliver training to all police
Photograph © Ann Johnson
forces from across England &
Wales; to deliver Badger
Awareness training to all badger groups, in England & Wales; to develop an
accredited system of knowledge and training for a better understanding and
interpretation of the law, working towards a network of approved experts.
Badger Trust: http://www.badger.org.uk/
THE NUMBER OF EXPERIMENTS CARRIED OUT ON MONKEYS in the UK
last year is up by 12 per cent. This increase was announced on the Cruelty Free
International website in response to vivisection figures for 2015 released by the
Home Office in July. Cruelty Free International (formerly BUAV) highlighted how
the rise in the number of experiments completed on animals during 2015 had
increased “…to a staggering 4.14 million.We have condemned the UK Government
for the unacceptable levels of suffering inflicted on animals in British laboratories.”
Of the 4.14 million experiments completed during 2015, 2.08 million
experiments (50 per cent) were conducted on animals and 2.06 million
experiments (50 per cent) involved ‘creating’ or breeding genetically altered
animals who were not used in further experiments. Animals suffering included
mice, rats, fish, birds, horses, dogs, cats and monkeys.The Run Free Alliance point
out that 3241 Beagles were used (an increase of 499 compared to statistics for
2014) in 4346 procedures (an increase of 239 compared to statistics for 2014).
Thirty per cent of experiments (625,000) were assessed by animal
researchers and the Home Office as being moderate or severe. These include
experiments where animals experience severe or moderate pain, suffering or
distress, and experiments which are likely to cause moderate or severe
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impairment of the well-being or general condition of the animals.
In light of Brexit, Cruelty Free International has called on the British
Government to strengthen the UK’s policies to make meaningful and longlasting change for the millions of animals used in experiments.
Jessamy Korotoga, Animal Aid’s anti-vivisection campaign manager
commented: “The release of these ‘Annual Statistics’, is always a dark day for
anyone who cares about animal exploitation, robust science and medical
progress. Evidence is mounting that animal research does not provide results
which are reliably predictive of the human condition, yet we see millions of
animals being used and killed in UK laboratories each year. Animal research
looks increasingly cruel and medieval, especially in an age where we can send
satellites to Jupiter and detect gravitational waves.”
Cruelty Free International – https://www.crueltyfreeinternational.org/
Run Free Alliance – http://www.runfreealliance.com/
Animal Aid – http://www.animalaid.org.uk.
DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL HAS BANNED THE USE OF ANIMALS IN
CIRCUSES. Thanks to the motion introduced by Councillor Noeleen Reilly,
Dublin now joins Limerick, Galway, and many other local authorities across
Ireland that have taken a stand against circuses that force animals such as
elephants, tigers, and zebras to perform.
Spokesman for Animal Rights Action Network, John Carmody said: “Thanks
to the progressive views of Councillor Noeleen Reilly and those who voted
‘Yes’ at Dublin City Council to the motion, we are now steps nearer to a
national ban on the use of animals in Irish circuses. With countries all over the
world introducing such legislation, Ireland still has much to do to bring our
outdated and old-fashioned views of using animals for entertainment into
modern century thinking… we welcome the day Irish circuses can thrive with
proper artists and acrobats, that way everyone can have fun.
“Animals touring Irish circuses in 2016 include elephants, tigers, camels,
horses, ponies, crocodiles and parrots and so many other animals, prompting
the need for national legislation to ban, outright, any circus using any animals."
Councillor Noeleen Reilly has now called on the Minister for Agriculture to
introduce legislation to ban wild animal circuses from the state entirely.
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SCOTLAND COMMITS TO BAN WILD ANIMALS IN CIRCUSES. In its new
proposed programme for Government 2016/17, the Scottish Parliament has
pledged to introduce a Bill this session to end the use of wild animals in
travelling circuses in Scotland.This follows decades of campaigning and lobbying
for a ban by OneKind and the Born Free Foundation.
OneKind policy adviser Libby Anderson commented: “Today demonstrates
that Scotland can take the lead on animal issues. We hope that other UK and
European countries that continue to allow wild animals to suffer in circuses
will take courage and follow suit. I am also hopeful that this will be the first of
many initiatives over this Parliament that will position Scotland as a leader on
animal welfare issues.”
Liz Tyson, working for the Born Free Foundation, added: “The only way in
which the animal welfare and ethical concerns surrounding the use of wild
animals in travelling circuses can be properly addressed is to introduce a
comprehensive ban. There has been far too much tinkering and delay at
Westminster, and we congratulate the Scottish Government on taking this step,
which can lead the way for the rest of the UK.
OneKind – http://www.onekind.org/
Born Free Foundation – http://www.bornfree.org.uk/
STEPHEN M WISE, FOUNDER OF THE NONHUMAN RIGHTS PROJECT
spoke this summer at The Association of Lawyers for Animal Welfare
(ALAW). about the Project’s efforts to affect change in the laws regarding
personhood These efforts form the subject of a new documentary, Unlocking
the Cage and attendees were able to see footage from this film.
Professor Wise explained how this remarkable project began in New York
to fight for recognition of legal personhood for chimpanzees. Every step in the
process required extensive research and difficult decision-making to ensure
that their cases had the greatest chance of success. From the venue, to the
animals chosen, to the specific law to be applied, all the Project’s actions had
to be unassailable in order to make progress in this long struggle. Professor
Wise described how, after much research, they chose the procedural remedy
of habeus corpus as the most compelling means by which to make their case.
Although the legal battle has been long and difficult and will continue to be so,
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definite strides have been made. Stephen Wise’s persuasive words left the
enthusiastic audience inspired, optimistic and eager to see what will happen
next. http://alaw.org.uk/
ANIMAL JUSTICE UK is a new six-monthly newsletter, written for and by
students, published by the Association of Lawyers for Animal Rights (ALAW).
Designed for law, politics and social science students interested in theories
concerning animal welfare, protection and justice, it is free to members and
supporters of ALAW.
Animal Justice UK provides a platform for thought and debate to challenge
and expand understanding of animal welfare, protection and justice in the
United K.ingdom.The newsletter features news articles, topical issues in animal
protection and book reviews to keep readers up to date on the latest
developments affecting the animal welfare community.
Volunteers are sought to get involved with a number of projects including:
Spreading the word about Animal Justice UK; writing articles; interviewing
professionals; book reviews; peer reviews.Those wishing to get involved should
email: studentgroup@alaw.org.uk
HOMEMADE PERSONAL CARE AND HOMEMADE HOUSEHOLD
CLEANERS are new booklets from the Naturewatch Foundation. These offer
ideas for inexpensive, easy to make, cruelty-free toiletries and household
cleaning remedies. They cost £4.50 each and complement the Compassionate
Shopping Guide (£5) for purchasing household cleaning and cosmetic products
that are cruelty-free. Naturewatch Foundation, 49 Rodney Road, Cheltenham,
Gloucs GL50 1HX. T – 01242 252871, info@naturewatch.org
http://naturewatch.org/

WORLDWIDE
DOLPHIN DRIVE HUNTS are where dolphins and small whales are herded
into a cove where they are either slaughtered or selected alive for sale to
theme parks and aquaria for human ‘entertainment’ in the burgeoning, global,
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captive dolphin and orca industry.
Australia for Dolphins campaigns against the Japanese dolphin hunts. Its latest
campaign targets the dolphin ‘trainers’ who now accompany the hunts in order
to cherry pick dolphins to be trained for sea circuses.
Many of these dolphin trainers who work in Taiji belong to an organisation
called the International Marine Trainers’ Association (IMATA) which is an
American organisation based in Chicago. The aim of Australia for Dolphins is
to force IMATA to withdraw its trainers from the Taiji hunts and is launching
legal action against the organisation.
Whale and Dolphin Conservation
(WDC) is campaigning for ‘safe zones’
for these cetaceans stating: ‘Whale and
dolphin populations are under threat
and need places where they are
protected. We urgently need to create
effective marine protected areas and
reserves – safe havens that help to
WDC campaign image ©: Stop BA selling
preserve the habitat critical for whales
tickets to SeaWorld
and dolphins in all the oceans of the
world. Why? To protect them from the dangers of pollution, fishing nets, hunting,
live-capture and to safeguard the places that they call home – before more of
these vulnerable and endangered populations disappear from our planet. If we
do not take action now, the health of our seas will continue to decline to a
point of no return.’
Australia for Dolphins: http://www.afd.org.au/
Whale and Dolphin Conservation UK: http://uk.whales.org/whales-and-dolphins
Cetacean habitat: http://www.cetaceanhabitat.org/
THE ANIMAL PARTY OF SPAIN –
PACMA – has gained more than
14,785 votes in Galicia, almost
doubling the 8,041 gained in
2012. And, with 8,550 votes in the Basque Region, they have doubled the 4,066
figure for 2012.
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PACMA stands for Partido Animalista Contra el Maltrato Animal – literally,
Animal Party against Animal Ill Treatment. On their website they state: "We are
the Animal Party – PACMA, a Spanish political party which works for the rights
of animals, defence of the environment and social justice."
All this with a budget of only 2.000 euros, without public subsidy, and without
media coverage.
Well done to PACMA! https://pacma.es/
COMPASSION IN WORLD FARMING is raising awareness of how the
world’s smallest battery egg is produced. Each year in Europe, over 140 million
quail are farmed for meat, confined to factory farm floors or densely packed
in cages. Of the 400,000 quail farmed every year for their eggs, over 90 per
cent are also kept in crowded, barren cages where they are unable to express
the most basic of natural behaviours.
During the winter of 2015/16, Compassion in World Farming visited farms,
cage-makers and slaughterhouses in France, Italy, Portugal and Greece.
Investigators discovered enormous suffering within an industry that markets
its products as ‘luxury’ goods.
They found that these little birds have no earth or undergrowth to explore,
nowhere to dust bathe, nowhere to hide, and barely space to move.The space
allowance per factory-farmed quail can be no bigger than a beer mat. They
often try to leap in these cages and invariably hit their heads on the cage roof.
Quail are one of the most caged farm animals in Europe, yet there is no speciesspecific legislation to protect them. However, Compassion staff have visited an
alternative system – an egg farm where the quail are raised in naturally lit barns
with the space and freedom to explore, dust bathe, hide and peck at straw bales.
They point out that is no ‘hobby’ farm, but a large commercial business.
To find out how to call on the European Commission to ‘End the Cage Age’
for quail visit: http://www.ciwf.org.uk/
FOLLOWING EFFORTS BY PETA INDIA, the government advisory body the
Animal Welfare Board of India, and Union Cabinet Minister Maneka Gandhi,
the new Veterinary Council of India Minimum Standards of Veterinary Education
(Bachelor of Veterinary Science and Animal Husbandry – Degree Course)
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Regulations, 2016, will change the way students are taught veterinary science
in India. The new regulations phase out killing calves, introduce computer
simulation, require the implementation of a programme to procure ethically
obtained bodies, and call for other humane teaching methods to be used.
In part, the new regulations state the following: ‘Dissection will be carried out
on cadavers procured by way of donation of animals or animals obtained from
post-mortem section, and the donated animals should be either incurable or
in terminal stages and prosected specimens should be used. Within one year
each college must set up a body-donation programme or wild body
programme. Computer simulation software, models, mannequins, plastinated
specimens, preserved body organs, (and) models should be used for better
understanding of the subject. PETA India – http://www.petaindia.com/
THE FIRST ANIMAL-ASSISTED THERAPY CENTRE has been opened in
Bucharest, Romania by Four Paws, the international organisation that works
for social and political changes to secure a better future for animals,
This is an expansion of the Four Paws Dogs for People (DFP) project. The
Centre aims to help both animals and people, offering support to children with
disabilities while also demonstrating the positive effect that stray dogs can have
within society. Former strays and dog handlers have been specially trained to
work together and sessions are overseen by qualified physiotherapists.
This project is another step forward in helping Romania’s population of strays
who have been subjected to brutal, inhumane mass culls. For some years the
organisation has worked with local authorities to implement neutering and
registration programmes and help alleviate shocking conditions in dog shelters.
www.four-paws.org.uk
THE OUTSTANDING CAMPAIGNING ORGANISATION ANIMALS
AUSTRALIA celebrated in July when Premier Mike Baird made the historic
decision to ban greyhound racing in NSW by July 2017. Animals Australia
thanked the “…tens of thousands of caring Aussies” who wrote to their MPs
and raised their voices on behalf of the dogs to make the victory possible.
This decision followed evidence gathering by Animals Australia and Animal
Liberation Queensland investigators who uncovered mass killings, doping,
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corruption and horrific ‘live baiting’ training practices. Their evidence was
broadcast on television, exposing the cruelty at the heart of the greyhound
racing industry.
An independent inquiry was launched to determine the continued existence,
or dissolution, of the industry with Premier Mike Baird concluding that
greyhound racing had lost its "social licence" to operate and would therefore
be banned. Animals Australia – http://www.animalsaustralia.org/
BAKR EID, ALSO KNOWN AS EID AL-ADHA, is a holy holiday that many
Muslims celebrate on September 11 and September 12. Festivities for this
day include exchanging special prayers and greetings, eating delicious traditional
foods, and sacrificing a goat.
Muslim Rashtriya Manch, a muslim group in Andwah, India, felt the goat
sacrifice was not appropriate for today, not least for a ceremony where there
would be attendants of all different ages. So they decided to celebrate a ‘bloodfree Eid’ this year.
Raees Khan, one of the leaders of the ceremony told Indian Express that the
gesture was a message to society that this festival is capable of more
compassion than it has exhibited in the past. Co-leader, Hasan Kausar, reiterated
Khan’s thoughts, sharing “Bakr-Eid can be celebrated also by cutting a cake just
like people celebrate birth anniversaries.The Bakr-Eid festival spreads a message
of humanity.” Source – One Green Planet http://www.onegreenplanet.org/
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MEMBERS’ NEWS
FIRST IMPRESSIONS FROM A NEW QCA REPRESENTATIVE
As I became convinced that the Quaker way
of life was the right one for me, I wanted to
make a positive commitment to my lifelong
views on the welfare of animals and the
stewardship of the earth. So I joined QCA
but have not been an active member,
restricting my involvement to signing many
petitions and speaking out for animals when
Angela Atkins
called upon.
I had been talking to a member from Kettering Meeting who used to be the
QCA representative for Northamptonshire Area Meeting but the position had
lapsed some time ago. This, I thought, would be a good opportunity for me to
re-forge that link and very soon my role was in place. That was in spring of this
year, and so far there has been little chance for me to spread the word. There
are four Local Meetings within our Area Meeting (Northampton, Kettering,
Wellingborough and Oundle) and we are very spread out within this long
narrow county. For many other reasons too, not many come to Area Meeting even with the promise of a good vegetarian lunch! Business is usually taken up
with membership matters or other pressing needs, so I have had no opportunity
yet to put QCA on the agenda but hope to rectify this in the coming months.
We have a monthly newsletter (Northamptonshire Friends) and my report of
the QCA AGM is in the latest edition. I concluded this with some suggestions
that Friends might like to consider: a Meat Free Monday, animal friendly
toiletries in our Meeting Houses and so on. In September I am leading a
discussion at Northampton when we have our monthly fellowship lunch
(vegetarian again, of course) on the subject of sustainability which naturally
encompasses the consideration of animal welfare. I also plan to buy a copy of
the QCA newsletter for the three AMs which have a meeting house (Oundle
does not have one). I sense that members are very well aware of the problems
around animal welfare. However, it is good, I feel, to draw further awareness
to this in a friendly way, to help others focus on particular issues and identify
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what can be done to minimise some of the harm – especially when people
are often unaware of the iniquities perpetrated by ‘big businesses’ under the
guise of providing us with ‘nice’ commodities.
So, small beginnings from which I hope some big oak trees will grow!
Angela Atkins, Northampton
Northamptonshire AM

Meeting.

QCA

Representative

for

AGM REPORT: RESHAPING THE FUTURE OF OUR FOOD
Our speaker for this year’s AGM, held in May at Friends House, was Geoff
Tansey who provided a compelling overview of the food system, based on his
ongoing work since the 1970s, when he edited Food Policy. This system is
exceedingly complex and is now deeply entangled with the legal instruments
surrounding intellectual property and cutting-edge *genetic research but at its
heart it is a biological system, historically evolved, that remains situated within
a complexity of shifting human needs. These are the qualities that we must
keep in mind if we are to understand this system and try to remedy its many
failings and injustices.
As participants in the system and as Quakers, we are obliged to do so, not
just at the personal level, but corporately as well. Geoff explained the groups
involved in the system, referring to them as ‘actors’.The distortion of the system
in favour of increasingly fewer, more wealthy and more powerful actors has
had massively negative impacts on third world farmers and food growers –
the majority of whom are women -on the poor in our own country and
globally, on the environment, and on animals.
Animals are an indispensable element of the system as currently configured –
as an input and as a product (ie as food) – but for obvious reasons they are
the most disempowered ‘actor’ of them all. As we look to new, less abusive
and exploitative and more sustainable models for feeding ourselves and caring
for the planet, we must hold to the basic fact that, however entrenched the
food system may be, it was very different a short while ago – and it can
certainly be changed for the future.
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* This area was one with which
Quaker Peace and Social
Witness engaged in the ‘nineties,
with
the
Environmental
Intermediaries
programme,
laying the ground for further
Quaker United Nations Office
work. Report: Thom Bonneville

Intellectual property rights

For a full report visit: http://quaker-animals.co.uk/agm/
For more information on the work of Geoff Tansey and fair, healthy and
sustainable food systems visit: http://www.tansey.org.uk/index.html
RESULTS OF THE QCA MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 2015 showed that members
would like animal issues to become more visible within the Religious Society
of Friends. Part of our plan to implement this, is through our internet
presence. The webpage is currently under re-design. But don’t forget we have
facebook and twitter accounts. If you have these, please look at
facebook.com/QuakerAnimals and twitter.com/QCAweb and encourage
others to visit, whether or not in QCA, and ‘like’, ‘share’, ‘retweet’.This, together
with adding comments, will help maintain an active forum, and spread the word
about both QCA and animal issues. Julie Hinman
(The latest development in promoting animal issues within the Society is the
publication of our book, Journeys of Compassion, marking 125 years of our
Quaker Concern. See page 26)
QCA CO-CLERK THOM BONNEVILLE represented QCA at Compassion
in World Farming’s global day of action and rally ‘Animals are Not Freight’ at
the end of August. The event, held in Parliament Square London, united
protesters against the on-going, cruel live animal export trade.Thank you,Thom,
for your representation on this and many other protests.
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EVENTS
NOVEMBER 2016
November 4-6 – The Badger Trust Annual Conference, weekend event that
pulls together the best of Britain’s ecologists and conservationists. Theobalds
Park conference venue, Hertfordshire. Hosted by The Herts and Middlesex
group. Participators include MP Kerry McCarthy, Green Party MEP Keith Taylor
and wildlife and environmental experts. More information – http://badger.org.uk/
November 13 – Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals, Remembrance
Service for animal victims of war, 3pm, the Animals War Memorial, Park Lane,
London. Guest speaker – Pen Farthing from Nowzad Dogs. www.aswa.org.uk
MARCH 2017
Saturday 18 March 2017 – SARX Christian Animal Welfare: Is Christianity
Good News for Animals? Creature Conference at Oasis Auditorium, London.
This unique event aims to equip and support Christians to engage theologically
and practically with animal issues within the Christian life. A line-up of globallyrenowned speakers, plus a programme of practical workshops. £65.00* which
includes lunch and refreshments. A special concessionary rate for those who
are both unwaged and cannot afford the full rate is available at £35.00*.
http://sarx.org.uk/
Friday 24 March 2017 – Sunday 26 March 2017 The Community of Creation:
expanding the circle of compassion. Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre,
Birmingham. Are you concerned with animal suffering? Do you question the
moral justifications for their ill-treatment? Do you have an awareness of them
as precious creatures of God? This course will introduce key themes in the field
of Animal Theology within the context of the Quaker faith. Looking at biblical,
Buddhist and scientific understanding, the course will ask how our lives of active
witness might realise the common bonds we share with other species, and
extend our vision of the peaceable kingdom. http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/
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MEMBERSHIP OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
Please note: Subscriptions are due on 1 January each year, in order to receive
further editions of our QCA Newsletter.
Current rates are: £15 (full)
£10 (concession)
£20 (* Meetings)
Payment can be made by:
1 – Cheque, made payable to ‘Quaker Concern for Animals’ and sent to: Jane
Stanley c/o Sutton Coldfield Quaker Meeting House, Kenelm Road, Sutton
Coldfield, B73 6HD.
2 – Paying directly into our bank account or setting up a standing order.
For details of the account please contact us via our Web form at
quaker-animals.co.uk/write-to-us/.
Please don’t send cash.
If you are a new member please ensure that you include your name and
address, and, if you wish, your phone number and e-mail address. It would also
be helpful if you would say how you first came to hear about Quaker Concern
for Animals and, if you attend a Quaker Meeting, which one.
* In our recent membership survey, members expressed the hope that QCA
would seek to raise our profile within the Society. We are therefore inviting
Meetings to join for the sum of £20 pa and receive our Newsletter which is
published twice a year.
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POETRY
HOSTS
We tend to forget the animals
were the first to see him born.
They gathered round, and no one
pushed them away – nobody said
it’s not hygienic. Was there
such a word? For after all,
two of the three concerned were guests
in someone else’s shelter.
As for the third,
he knew them all already.
So there they stood
and contemplated,
keeping the cold away
with their own body heat.
The adults were too occupied
to pay them much attention,
so perhaps only shepherds
who were the second comers
heard how the hooves were drumming
a vibrant Hallelujah,
saw how the starlight
had rubbed off on their coats,
saw the Creator
resting in their eyes.
Eleanor Maxted
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The Peoples Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) works to protect wildlife in Britain and
around the world by bringing our most threatened species back from the brink of
extinction. In India, anthropogenic pressure means that elephant migration corridors
have already been lost or degraded, leading to human-elephant conflicts with casualties
and deaths on both sides. PTES is currently working with the Elephant Reserve
Research Station, West Bengal, through local stakeholders, government agencies and
local villagers, for a participatory approach to conservation, in order to reduce conflict in
the near future. Photograph: (c) DD Bangla News. https://ptes.org/.
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