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Remembering the Animal Victims of War is a mixed media painting made in 2010 by Warrington Quaker
Children’s Group and painter Ann Johnson to highlight the on-going suffering and death of nonhuman
animal victims of war.

This painting is now part of the collection at The Peace Museum, Bradford which comprises over 7,000
items.These objects relate the often untold stories of those who have campaigned for peace and end to
conflict and violence. Key objects relate to conscientious objectors, women and men opposed to nuclear
weapons and local Bradford peacemakers. On behalf of the animal victims of war, Quaker Concern for
Animals is delighted that they are now represented as part of this collection and the untold stories of
millions of farm, zoo, domestic, wild and those used by the military for weapons testing, as well as
battlefield work, are recognised.

The Museum has a long-term goal to digitise its ever-growing collection so it is available for everyone
online. WW1 and poppy workshops run all year round and the programme includes a discussion about
animals in WW1. Further information: http://peacemuseum.org.uk
Remembering the Animal Victims of War is available as an A6 postcard from The Peace Museum. If you
would like a supply of postcards for your Meeting or for campaigning, please contact us at
clerk@quaker-animals.co.uk. Image © Ann Johnson.
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COMMENT

A PARTIAL REMEMBRANCE

Animals in War Memorial, Park Lane. Sculptor David Backhouse. Photograph:
War Memorials Trust https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk

To mark 100 years since the end of World War One, we focus on the
nonhuman animal victims of warfare. Here, Dr Matthew Simpson directs a
light into one of warfare’s darkest corners.

It was the First World War, specifically its science front, which enlisted animals
into a wholly new variety of war work: weapons research which, for the UK,
began in 1916 at Porton Down with the study of poison gas.

On Sunday, 11 November, a few hours after the remembrance services have
ended in Whitehall and elsewhere in the UK and beyond, a service for the other
war-dead will take place at the Animals in War Memorial in Park Lane. The
Memorial was designed by the sculptor David Backhouse, and built there in 2004.
Its commissioning and making were a notable achievement, giving permanent
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and very public recognition for the first time to the part which animals have
been made to play in human wars.

In letters cut into its white Portland stone, the Memorial declares "This monument
is dedicated to all the animals that served and died alongside British and Allied forces
in wars and campaigns throughout time." Officially, therefore, it remembers only
the animals who sided with ‘us’, rather than all the animals who have anywhere
been forced, tricked, or otherwise induced to risk their lives in war-efforts. In this
respect, perhaps disappointingly, it’s a very traditional war memorial. Unlike the
Brown Dog memorial to vivisected animals, located a few miles away in Battersea
Park, it is not a statement of dissent.

However, at least it doesn’t glorify or sentimentalize its subject. The suffering of
the animals, and their preference for freedom, are plainly shown. Burdened,
crowded, unnaturally jumbled as to species like the ruin of Noah’s Ark which
war indeed makes of them, they press towards a gap in the curving stone
stockade and the freedom of the grass and trees beyond – a freedom actually
reached and enjoyed by a great bronze horse and dog. And any disingenuousness
in that word “served” is properly corrected by the brief but eloquent sentence
cut into the stone by itself at the far right: “They had no choice.”
Better still would have been ‘They have no choice’, reminding the visitor to this
monument that ‘they’ are not simply history, but have a countless posterity today
and to come. Perhaps in fact this memorial does have too much of a historical
– specifically a First World War – feel about it. But then that was the war in which
animals were most visibly used: not just the ubiquitous horses but, as the
Memorial shows, mules, camels, dogs, cats, pigeons, even elephants. But yes, horses
most visibly and numerously of all. Hence that cry of distress in a letter written
by the composer Edward Elgar as early as 25 August 1914: “Concerning the war
I say nothing – the only thing that wrings my heart and soul is the thought of the
horses – oh! my beloved animals … Oh, my horses.”
That too was the war which set the style for modernity in battle, where humans
and animals would be only the perishable element in a contest largely to be
3
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characterized and determined by science and machinery. And here the setting
of the Memorial is uncomfortably apt: not a pastoral or even a tolerably quiet
scene, but Park Lane’s contribution to carmageddon, vehicles crowding past on
either side (the Memorial is in between the two carriage-ways), suggesting in
their roar and stink that peace, in a consumerist society, is only the continuation
of war in other forms and with other sorts of casualty.

There is one aspect of that war, however, about which the memorial says nothing.
It was the First World War, specifically its science front, which enlisted animals
into a wholly new variety of war work: weapons research, which for the UK
began in 1916 at Porton Down with the study of poison gas.
“No sooner does man discover intelligence, than he tries to involve it in his own
stupidity.” Jacques Cousteau

This is the least glorious and photogenic of all types of animal ‘war service’. It
lacks all scope for the mutual affection and loyalty suggested in that telling word
“alongside” in the text of the Memorial. It won’t earn any animal the PDSA’s
Dickin Medal “For Gallantry (we also serve)”. All the more reason to give it this
much recognition: a place among the representations here in Park Lane. But most
unfortunately no such place is made for it. There are no images of monkeys by
which to recall, for instance, their service to ‘allied forces’ on the hellish Primate
Equilibrium Platforms at Brooks Air Force Base in Texas, as described by Peter
Singer in Animal Liberation, or their continuing service at Porton Down, testing
the fatal effects of biological agents. There are no dolphins or whales to
memorialize the ways in which their kind have served in cruel and unnatural
trials at the Kaneohe Bay Naval Undersea Centre near Pearl Harbour. (It was
about these last experiments that the marine biologist Jacques Cousteau
commented, “No sooner does man discover intelligence, than he tries to involve it in
his own stupidity.”) Nor are any pigs shown on the Memorial, to record the use
of their deliberately injured bodies in the training of British military surgeons.

The exigencies of battle may impose cruel demands upon the animals innocently
induced to take part. The Park Lane Memorial records something of those
demands with proper sadness and respect, if without explicit protest. But fear of
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war is an even more pitiless taskmaster. One witness speaking on behalf of
Porton Down to a House of Lords committee a few years ago said, of the
possibility that pneumonic plague might be used as an infective agent against us
in war, “For an agent like that, there is virtually no price not worth paying to get an
effective antidote.” He meant, of course, ‘not worth their paying’. The familiar
mixture of cowardice and ruthlessness in that attitude – qualities so antithetical
to the conduct of war as we prefer to remember it in our memorials – perhaps
provides an explanation of why this aspect of the war-work of non-human
animals was omitted in Park Lane. It’s simply too ignoble to be willingly
remembered.
Dr Simpson is a founder-member of the campaigning group Voice for Ethical
Research at Oxford, and he writes the group's blog on the subject of animal
research, its ethics, history, and culture.
References:

Edward Elgar’s letter (“Concerning the war …”) is quoted by Andrew Neill in
The Great War: Elgar and the Creative challenge, The Elgar Journal, vol.11 no1,
March 1999, pp 9-41 (at p12).
The Dickin Medal was instituted in 1943 by the founder of the People’s
Dispensary for Sick Animals, Maria Dickin. The first recipients of it were three
pigeons.

The experiments using the Primate Equilibrium Platform are described in Peter
Singer, Animal Liberation (Pimlico Books, 1995; first published 1975) pp 25-29;
those at Kaneohe Bay in Richard Ryder,Victims of Science (Poynter Davis, 1975),
pp 79-80, where also Jacques Cousteau is quoted. Because weapons research is
especially secretive, up-to-date instances are not easily available, but examples
of work being done for military purposes at Porton Down and at British
universities can be seen on the Animal Justice Project web-site at
https://animaljusticeproject.com/the-secret-war/.

The quotation “For an agent like that …” comes from evidence given by Dr
Lewis Moonie, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Defence, to the Lords’
Select Committee on Animals in Scientific Procedures, April 2002.
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ANIMALS IN WAR

THE DISPOSABLE VICTIMS OF WAR

From pigs set on fire to frighten enemy war elephants at the siege of Megara
in 266 BC, to the deaths of millions of animals as a result of weapons testing,
nonhuman animals have been used as integral tools of warfare for millennia.
Many have been treated as little more than disposable items and killed or
abandoned when no longer useful. Elizabeth Allison reports.

One of the most well known animals used in war is the horse, having gained
considerable publicity from the story and subsequent theatre and film
production, War Horse. A million horses were bought by the War Office during
World War One. When casualties mounted, brewery, bread, milk and coal
delivery horses were requisitioned. It is estimated that eight million horses and
countless mules and donkeys used to transport ammunition and supplies in
WW1 died, many as a result of appalling weather conditions.
In World War Two the last cavalry charge by the Americans against the Japanese
took place at the battle of Bataan. As the battle continued, food for the troops
ran out and they ate horse meat.

The various animal species and the ways they are used in war are vast. In WW1
glow worms enabled troops to read maps in the dark while, in trench warfare,
cats were used to detect the presence of gas.
During both world wars dogs were used as anti-tank machines. From puppies
they were fed next to or inside tanks. They were subsequently starved, loaded
with explosives and sent into combat zones. As the dogs approached enemy
tanks looking for food the explosives were detonated from a distance. Donkeys
are still used in current Middle Eastern conflicts as ‘living bombs’.

The US Navy experimented with bats as bombs. Known as the Adams Plan,
bats were fitted with incendiary devices and trained to fly into buildings where
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their lethal cargo would explode on contact. During trials some bats escaped
from their handlers causing considerable damage to buildings and a General’s
car and the Adams Plan was abandoned. Rats fitted with explosives have also
been used against the enemy. Currently eagles are being trained to attack
suspected terrorist drones.
Messenger pigeons were important in maintaining lines of communication in
WW1 battlefields. In 1914, 2500 of them were burnt alive rather than risk
them being captured by the enemy. Dogs in the UK were also trained to be
messengers. Those who failed the training were put down.

In the Vietnam War 5000 dogs served with US troops to detect mines,
ambushes and booby traps. Only 150-200 returned home. The rest were
abandoned or killed.
Dolphins fitted with cameras have been sent into enemy zones to spy. By having
needles with compressed CO2 installed in their snouts they have also been
used to kill enemy divers.
Animals are also the victims of war weapons even when there isn’t a war.They
are used as targets for shooting practice and military exercises both on a small
scale or when testing large scale weapons systems. In order to measure the
impact of detonation on living flesh, 3030 rats, 176 goats, 147 pigs, 109 mice
and 57 guinea pigs were used in the 1946 Bikini Atoll tests.
Animals lose their lives or suffer injuries in conflicts due to explosions, fires and
the various weapons being used. There are even examples of deliberate
targeting of animals by trigger-happy soldiers while animals considered as useful
‘resources’ to an enemy have been killed by the opponents.

Cetaceans have been harmed by military sonar during underwater testing. It
damages the animals’ sonar causing them to lose their orientation resulting in
stranding on beaches.

Domestic pets suffer in war. Known as *‘the great cat and dog massacre’,
7
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between 400,000 and 750,000 pets were destroyed in the UK in a week at
the beginning of WW2. They were destroyed by a panicked public as a result
of an official information campaign which concluded, “It really is the kindest
thing to do”.

In war zones domestic and wild animals are displaced or abandoned. At
Baghdad zoo big cats were left to starve in their cages and other animals were
used as ‘mascots’ for soldiers only to be later abandoned. Local people in
Aleppo, Syria, worked hard to keep many animals alive at the abandoned Aalim
al-Sahar zoo until help arrived. In London zoo at the declaration of WW2
poisonous snakes and spiders were put down in case they escaped and
aquariums closed with the fish released or destroyed. Many large animals such
as lions, hyenas and wolves were destroyed in British zoos.
In wore-torn areas of Africa wildlife is a major casualty. Between 1977 and 1992
during the civil war in Mozambique the Gorongosa National Park was used by
various military groups. Well over 95 per cent of the park’s wildlife was lost
through hunting.

Wars and conflicts result in the direct and indirect suffering and death of
millions of animals worldwide which goes largely unreported. They are also
used in warfare experiments and tests in times of peace. Animals do not make
wars or make and use weapons. Nor do they have a choice in participating in
warfare activities. Animals are the hidden, innocent victims of war.

This lion was among the animals rescued to Sanctuary by
international organisation Four Paws from the abandoned
Aalim al-Sahar zoo in Aleppo, Syria, after six years of war.
Photograph: Four Paws.
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ANIMALS IN WAR

COMPANION ANIMALS: THE TRAGEDY OF WW2

A rescued dog and her puppies. Photograph courtesy of the State Library of Victoria, Australia. From
The Great Cat and Dog Massacre, The Real Story of World War Two’s Unknown Tragedy.

Kim Stallwood reviews Hilda Kean’s book The Great Cat and Dog Massacre,
revealing the unknown tragedy that befell hundreds of thousands of British
pets when World War Two broke out.
The Third Reich’s Luftwaffe dropped bombs on Hastings killing 25 people and
injuring 85 on 23 May 1943. Sixteen of those who died were enjoying their
Sunday lunchtime in The Swan Inn on the High Street in the Old Town. First
built in 1532,The Swan Inn was rebuilt in 1879 but was completely demolished
in the 1943 air raid.Today, it’s a garden of remembrance honouring the victims.
9
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“After the flames died down,” stated the Hastings Observer when it reported
on a memorial service in 2015 for the victims of the air raid, “workmen
searched (The Swan Inn) all night and the following day for survivors, leading
to the rescue of one man and one dog.” Now that I live in Hastings, I’m mindful
now more than ever before of the sacrifices people made during the war. The
nearby presence of The Swan Inn remembrance garden to my home is a
constant reminder.

Groundbreaking book
We can only imagine what life was like during the war and the sacrifices people
made. But after reading The Great Cat and Dog Massacre: The Real Story of World
War Two’s Unknown Tragedy by local author Hilda Kean I’m more mindful of
what it was like. It’s heart-warming to know that a man and a dog were rescued
from The Swan Inn’s bombed out ruin. Of course, we know millions of people
died in the war. But Kean’s groundbreaking book reveals that peoples’ cats and
dogs were also victims. And not from enemy action.
After Hitler invaded Poland, Britain declared war on Germany on 3 September
1939. The conflict with Hitler was anticipated. Britain had prepared for war for
years.The people were ready.The war effort began: gas masks to be carried at
all times, blackout curtains to be drawn at night, coupons to be torn out from
ration books, children to be sent to live in the countryside, gardens to be dug
up to grow vegetables – and pets to be killed.

Between 400,000 and 750,000 dogs and cats, mostly in the London area, were
killed in the first four days of World War Two. There was no government
directive. Or instructions to do so from veterinarians or animal welfare
organisations. Nonetheless, some people waited patiently in queues, one half
a mile long, with their dogs and cats, ready to give them up and say goodbye.
There was now a war on. Sacrifices had to be made.
Consequently, supplies of chloroform ran out. At least one mass grave for pets
was dug. The killing continued through to November, albeit at a reduced rate,
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and it eventually stopped. BBC radio and newspapers urged their listeners and
readers to keep their pets. The mass action that arose spontaneously abated.
Pet owners themselves made the decision.

Human-animal relations
Historian Hilda Kean is an internationally recognised, respected authority in
human-animal relations. In The Great Cat and Dog Massacre she describes what
happened and explores the relationship people had with their pets up to and
during the war. Kean is a social historian. She draws as much from the lives of
people who record their experience in their diaries, letters, and unpublished
memoirs as from official accounts.

In the preface to her book Animal Rights: Political and Social Change in Britain
since 1800 (Reaktion, 2000), she concludes: “Animals form an integral part of
human life and experience. A study of the stories we weave around them and
the way we look at them might tell us about animals; it may also indicate the
way in which political, social and cultural changes affecting people’s lives have
developed in modern Britain.”

Having survived the September 1939 massacre (assuming that the dog was
alive then) and the 1943 bombing of The Swan Inn, we don’t know if our
anonymous canine friend survived the war and peacefully lived out her life. It
would be nice to think that she did. But what if we were to face a similar
situation? What if there were World War Three? Would we be as quick to kill
our beloved cats and dogs? I would like to think we wouldn’t. I believe we
would hug them even more closely to our chests not only for their benefit but
for ours too.

Hopefully, there won’t be another world war. And if there were I wouldn’t like
to bet on anyone’s survival. Tragically, some animal welfare organisations still
euthanize (read ‘kill’) cats and dogs. Millions of animals are killed for food and
other purposes for our consumption every year.
But Kean’s important work as a historian shows how our relationship with
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animals is changing over time. There is progress to report with bans on fox
hunting, breeding animals for fur, testing cosmetics on rabbits, and so on. It
would be good to believe that as we bridge the human-animal divide, we not
only tame ourselves but also the possibility of any future military conflict.

Reproduced by permission of Hastings Online Times. Visit
hastingsonlinetimes.co.uk. The Great Cat & Dog Massacre:The Real Story of World
War Two’s Unknown Tragedy by Hilda Kean (University of Chicago Press, 2018).
Available in paperback, £12.95 from Waterstones and Amazon. Kim Stallwood
is the author of Growl: Life Lessons, Hard Truths and Bold Strategies from an
Animal Advocate (Lantern Books, 2014). Visit: kimstallwood.com.
Dr Hilda Kean FRHistS is the former Dean of Ruskin College, Oxford, where
she established and developed the first MA in Public History in Britain and
courses on animal-human history. She has published widely on animal-human
history, animal rights and representation and conducts guided walks, gives
lectures and runs courses and conferences. Her website is a rich resource for
information on animal advocacy: http://hildakean.com

ANIMALS IN WAR

Marc Bekoff interviews Hilda Kean about her book The Great Cat and
Dog Massacre.
Why did you write this book?
Some time ago the comments of Angus Calder had stuck in my mind with
the statement of a 'holocaust of pets' but it presented no analysis of either
the destruction or the maintenance of cats and dogs. I was concerned about
the lack of knowledge applied to wartime experience. I decided to do much
more work on this subject!
12
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Why did thinking of horrific slaughter go so unnoticed and what we have
learnt?
Many people did not learn about the slaughter of 400,000 cats and dogs. But
many animal charities revealed the killing in their post war publications. Also
the state, veterinarians and the National Air Raid Precautions Animals
Committee had all explained the death of animals. But nowadays personal
letters, diaries and family stories have started to recall the position of animals
in war. Importantly, wartime children of the war have now, in later life, started
to recall their own memories, including their own animals.

Could something like this happen again?
Unfortunately, at least in Britain, many animals are sent to animal sanctuaries,
especially through the animals' expulsion from ordinary flats and houses. Of
course, in various countries the deaths of animals are inevitable including
Christchurch earthquakes, Hurricane Katrina in the USA, or militarism.
What are your main messages?
Although there is still the memory of a 'People's War', the circumstances of
the threat to animals also happened to their livelihoods. While about 26 per
cent of cats and dogs were included as deaths from London, so too were
birds when the government decided to suspend the import of bird seed. But
importantly, many people brought food for their animals, comforted their
stress, and included them in shelters. Even Winston Churchill protected his
cats.

Who is your intended audience?
Too many historians have taken too little time on this animal story. Those of
us who live with animals have found them ignored by historians. Those who
understand the current life of animals can also perceive past relationships in
war.
Continued overleaf.
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*This is an edited version of the interview posted in 2017 by Marc Bekoff on the
‘Animal cognition, animal emotions, and compassionate conservation’ Google group.
Marc Bekoff is Professor Emeritus of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the
University of Colorado: http://marcbekoff.com/
At the time of this interview, Hilda Kean was working with Philip Howell in editing
the Routledge Companion to Animal-Human History.
Dolphins are among the sea beings subjected by the military to a range of warfare ‘uses'.
Source: Animal Aid
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FOOD

ARE QUAKERS GOING VEG*N?

On the eve of Friends House Restaurant announcing their intention to go
meat-free, Liz McDermott enquires whether plant-based dietary choices are
gaining ground amongst Friends.

It's hard to doubt that veg*n (that is, vegetarian and vegan) lifestyles are now
all the rage in Britain: the signs - literally - are everywhere.Take a stroll through
the commercial quarter of one of the larger cities, say Brighton, or hipper
London neighbourhoods, like Brixton, and the 'V' word pops out at you
constantly, in the way that 'gluten-free' did a few years back, from the shop
front windows and menu boards of restaurants, cafes, pubs and grocery stores.
The actual facts surrounding the rise in veg*n eating are not so easy to pin
down, though. Estimates of the numbers of vegans in the UK at the onset of
this year run as high as 3.5 million but The Vegan Society put the figure at only
600,000. Still, the latter represents a doubling over the past two years by their
own account. Is this experience confined to the cities and bigger towns? How
long-lasting will it prove to be? QCA decided to bring the focus right in close
and ask to what degree this trend is taking hold among Quakers. We contacted
nine Quaker centres in the UK to see if staff there have perceived changes
themselves and, if so, to find out how they are responding.

Friends House Hospitality Limited (FHHL)
When it comes to the promotion of ethical, sustainable eating, Friends House
- which is, along with Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, one of the two most
prominent Quaker establishments in Britain - has not just responded to these
trends but for some time now has driven them forward. Nearly a decade ago,
FHHL became the first religious body to win Compassion in World Farming's
Good Egg award. In 2016, they delivered a Meat Free March for their patrons.
For World Animal Day 2016 they also went meat free and nearly entirely vegan
for 2017’s event. But February of this year saw a major leap forward as FHHL
signed up to become a CreatureKind Institution and reduce the amount of
15
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animal products (meat, dairy and eggs) served in their catering facilities by 20
per cent within two years. The high proportion of delicious and wasteconscious vegan fare served up at YM 2018 in May gave every indication of
the seriousness of this commitment, but QCA can now disclose that they are
in fact poised to exceed their adopted goal. Following a survey FHHL
conducted this spring, in which 60 per cent of 128 customers surveyed said
they supported more vegetarian food on the menus at Friends House, BYM
trustees minuted in June their approval of a proposal that will effectively make
the completely restaurant meat free in 2019.
Charney Manor and The Priory Rooms
Both Charney Manor in Oxfordshire and The Priory Rooms in Birmingham
have increased their provision of plant-based foods in recent years. The Priory
Rooms have been featuring Meat Free Mondays for some time, but put the
recent estimated 80 per cent increase in demand for veg*n options down to
lifestyle changes amongst Friends, possibly since the Canterbury Commitment
(minute 36 of Britain Yearly Meeting, 2011). They offer a default veg*n menu
once a week; meat and fish must be explicitly requested. Although their website
describes this as a carbon consumption reducing initiative, it nevertheless helps
to normalise compassionate eating.
Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre
Woodbrooke provides a self-service buffet with veg*n options and at least
one vegetarian hot meal for each sitting. The veg*n meals are normally
positioned first on the menu and the counter before the meat options to
encourage people to choose the veg*n option.

Woodbrooke's Director, Sandra Berry, told QCA that they are hoping to
experiment more with veg*n only menus in the future:

“We already do veg*n-only for groups that are occupying the whole building
when they request this - often this is non-Quaker groups. We did try an
experiment a couple of years ago with a whole Quaker group and it was not
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universally welcomed. Woodbrooke tries hard to cater for a range of dietary
requirements and this can be very challenging. Sometimes guests can have an
expectation that Woodbrooke is able to cater to not just dietary needs but
preferences. This can often make the vegan menu more difficult as chefs might
face further requirements such as, no onions, mushrooms, peppers, tomatoes,
beans or pulses. Nevertheless, we continue to try and lessen our environmental
impact through the food we offer as part of our ministry of hospitality.”
Other Quaker Centres
Most of the Quaker centres we contacted cater for smaller numbers, perhaps
offering fewer than three meals a day; some don't do their own catering and/or
don't collect statistics.

Swarthmoor Hall (Cumbria), Claridge House (Surrey), Glenthorne (Grasmere),
Jordan’s Quaker Centre and Friends Meeting House, Manchester were all able
to provide some help in our research, though staff we spoke to weren't
generally in a position to identify particular trends or give insight into what
might be motivating these trends. Requests for dairy/gluten-free are certainly
as common as requests for meat-free. Onion-free seems to be a thing, too!
Claridge House and Swarthmoor Hall serve exclusively vegetarian, except for
The Barn Café at Swarthmoor which serves bacon. Claridge House produces
a recipe book of vegetarian meals. Glenthorne Quaker Centre, Jordan’s Quaker
Meeting House and Charney Manor always provide a vegetarian option and
all will do vegan on request. Amongst respondents, Glenthorne was something
of an outlier in stating that there'd been no change at all in customers' eating
preferences.

Belinda at Swarthmoor Hally has kindly provided us with her recipe for Vegan
Shepherdess Pie which you can find on our website: https://quakeranimals.co.uk/recipe-vegan-shepherdess-pie

The Penn Club (central London) told us that not an awful lot has changed in
recent years. General Manager Fergal Crossan carried out an exercise a few
17
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years ago to get an understanding of what their guests ordered at breakfast
but results were inconclusive with regards to veg*n eating. A vegetarian sausage
trialled a few years ago proved unpopular but has recently been re-introduced
on account of more and more requests. "It is still hit and miss whether people
order it but it is more popular than when we last had it available." The Penn's
seasonal specials always include a veggie option but, again, the uptake has not
been overwhelming.

Despite this wide range of practices and commitment to veg*n, almost all of
our respondents specified their concern for sustainability and the environment
as central to their catering ethos. This concern is manifested in various ways:
using recyclable materials, reducing waste, minimising the energy used in food
production, food miles, and/or storage as well as offering plant-based meals as
default or as an option.
Conclusion?
Generally speaking, sustainability and carbon reduction do seem more
important to Quaker establishments – and therefore probably to Quakers
generally – than the sourcing and preparation of food in ways that might lessen
current levels of non-human animal exploitation and cruelty.

It seems that the RSoF has awakened - can we say fully awakened? - to the
need for climate action but is still in the early stages of awakening to the
suffering we impose on non-human animals, especially when it comes down
to our meal-time complicity. But the strong link between the former and latter
when it comes to cheap meat does seem to have lodged in Quaker
consciousness.

Becoming veg*n is a big lifestyle change and, as with other concerns, individual
Friends do what they can. Many, like me, have journeyed from a childhood diet
of meat more than once every day, thence to eating more vegetables and fruit
for health reasons, and to one day recognising the ethical and spiritual
dissonance between loving non-human animals and eating them.
18
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Our Advices and Queries focus on the lot of humans (A&Q 41: "…Do you
keep yourself informed about the effects your style of living is having on the
global economy and environment?") while the BYM Our Faith and Sustainability
page states that Quakers have always believed in the 'unity of creation' and
that this has been part of our Quaker faith from its beginnings. With Quaker
Faith and Practice revision on the horizon, is it time to fully embrace that unity?
Has the time come for an Advice that will at last enjoin us to acknowledge
how our 'style of living' impacts our fellow creatures? With the well-being of
non-human animals firmly in our purview, we might find that truth requires us
to stop speaking euphemistically of 'effects' of our style of living and admit
instead that our choices are truly stark and dole out suffering, destruction and
death.
Liz McDermott is with Lampeter LM.

Founded in 1993 by Marathon runner Fiona Oakes, Tower Hill Stables Animal Sanctuary is a forever
home for over 450 rescued animals, both domestic and ex-farm. Run with the help of her partner Martin
and her mother Meg, Fiona cares for all the animals across five locations in Essex. Pictured are young
male calves, rescued by Fiona as babies just before they arrived at slaughter as ‘unwanted products’ of
the dairy industry. http://www.towerhillstables.com/
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PROFILE

CAMPAIGNER BILL PALETHORPE

Ann and Bill lay a wreath of purple poppies at the Eastbourne war memorial in 2009

On Remembrance Sunday in November 2009, Eastbourne became one of
the first towns outside London to pay formal tribute to the millions of
animals who died in two world wars. I was immensely grateful to have the
opportunity to be part of the inter-faith team assembled by QCA member
Bill Palethorpe to create awareness of the animal victims of war.We worked
together in the weeks preceding the event, selling hundreds of purple
poppies to local residents before taking part in the annual parade and
ceremony of remembrance and laying our wreath at the war memorial
alongside numerous other local organisations.
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Bill was the driving force behind the success of our movement. Using his
considerable knowledge, experience, communication skills and sheer tenacity,
Bill secured the enthusiastic support of Eastbourne Borough Council, the
Combined Ex-Services Association, our MP Stephen Lloyd, local vets and
charities including the East Sussex Wildlife Ambulance and Rescue Service and
the Kit Wilson Trust, together with Lush Cosmetics and Sainsburys who
welcomed us into their stores to sell the poppies. Over the next seven years,
around £10,000 was raised in poppy sales and donations to help Animal Aid
campaigns.
Bill has been vegan for 36 years and it is from veganism that his concerns for
nonhuman animals and the environment have grown. He also cites Rachel
Carson’s Silent Spring as a huge influence. It was during his time in the Merchant
Navy that he began his career as a chef/caterer and where he was shocked to
witness the pollution of the seas by oil tankers and the extremities of overfishing. Bill’s quest for further experience led him to successfully apply to join a
team of professional caterers at the Territorials Central Volunteer
Headquarters. Soon he was catering for exercises overseas in countries
including Germany, Belgium and Holland.

Following the demolition of the Berlin Wall in1989, overnight the whole
atmosphere changed. In 1992 he was in charge of the catering for an
international parachute competition and says, “I remember walking up to a
Russian pilot and a navigator. I shook their hands warmly and remarked how
crazy it was that previously we had been enemies.

What an opportunity that was for Nato forces and Warsaw Pact personnel to
share resources and work together.” He wishes this spirit of co-operation could
have lasted until today. Bill went in to the Territorials as a private, left as a
chef/sergeant and says: “I never much liked the regimentation of the Territorials
– but I loved the catering.”

Bill is passionate about environmental issues, particularly those involving food
production and today’s farming industry. Several years ago he presented
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evidence to Eastbourne Council of the cruelty of foie gras production, together
with a residents petition which he had tenaciously gathered through knocking
on residents and shopkeepers’ doors. This successfully persuaded the Council
to prohibit the serving and sale of foie gras on Council property and land. For
many years he has been a school speaker for Animal Aid, giving cookery
demonstrations and running stalls explaining vegan eating.

Bill eventually took over the role of Office Manager for the Vegan Society. “I
was a highly qualified caterer by then and my extra unofficial role became that
of liaising with prison officers and governors in getting vegan food on the menu
– not an easy task since people are resistant to change and they had a very
tight budget for catering. Through this concern he met Jo-Anne Brown of the
Vegan Prisoners Support Group. He says, “ Jo-Anne was working immensely
hard for vegans in prison and it was her efforts that eventually they were
officially recognised within the system.“
Today, among other interests and activities, Bill is a member of the Gandhi
Foundation which works to replace war and aggression through non-violent
means, advocates grassroots democracy and respect for animals, putting an
end to their exploitation. He is also a trustee for a dozen schools in Kenya
where 50 per cent of the 120 students are now girls. He continues with his
vegan work saying, “I think veganism will eventually take over and in a peaceful
way. If you don’t have belief, then you may as well give up.”

For further information on the Vegan Prisoners Support Group visit:
http://vpsg.org/
Ann Johnson, Eastbourne LM
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POEM

New Monkey

Lesula (Cercopithecus lomamiensis) identified as a
new species by scientists in 2012
Not that you are – only new
to us Westerners, know-alls of the planet.
You look as if you’ve been around
a long, long time. (And so you have,
millions more years than the new apes
on the block.) But also as if
you’d seen us coming.

Not that we should be tempted
to think we can read your soul, just because
you look like an old geezer who’s just
been dragged out of a cellar, with your
long grubby beard, lugubrious nose, lips
pressed between apologetic smile
and fear of what’s coming.

Not that you know, though you certainly
kept a low profile – shy and quiet
the description. But they’ve pinned you down
just in time, given you a fancy name
before you disappear, following
all the rest into the crammed
cattlecars that keep on coming.
Not that we’re entitled to see
ourselves looking back
out of your shadowed eyes, old man
of the woods. Compared to you
we’re babies – we take

being fed for granted, still believe in milk
not in what’s coming.
Stevie Krayer, ‘New Monkey’, Indigo Dreams Publishing, 2014
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REMEMBERING

Tahlequah’s baby, July 2018

“…a very tragic tour of grief.” Dr Ken Balcomb, Center for Whale Research.
In July this year, an orca was monitored carrying her dead calf, balancing it
on her nose and pushing it with her head, for more than a week off the
Pacific Northwest coast. The calf, who was born towards the end of July,
lived for only half an hour. Experts pointed out that the sad spectacle was
confirmation and a prime example of the complex emotional lives of
cetaceans.

They questioned why orca J35, known as Tahlequah, was still attached to her
calf. Could it be because the calf lived for about 30 minutes after he/she was
born? Jenny Atkinson, executive director of the Whale Museum in Friday
Harbor, British Columbia thought the grief Tahlequah was feeling was deeper
because, after 17 months of gestation, she had the chance to form an emotional
connection with her baby before it died.

People around the world were moved by the plight of Tahlequah carrying her
dead infant.Then, on 13 August, it was reported that she was no longer carrying
her calf. Dr Ken Balcomb, founder of the Center for Whale Research, wrote in
an email to The Seattle Times: “J35 frolicked past my window today with other
J pod whales, and she looks vigorous and healthy. The ordeal of her carrying a
dead calf for at least seventeen days and 1,000 miles is now over, thank
goodness.”
Tahlequah, is part of the critically endangered southern-resident killer-whale
population. Dr Balcomb explained: “J35 probably has lost two other offspring
since giving birth to a male calf in 2010.” The loss of the most recent calf “…
may have been emotionally hard on her. She is alive and well and at least over
that part of her grief. Today was the first day that I for sure saw her.”
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Tahlequah, is a 20 year-old member of the long-studied J Pod of Southern
Resident Killer Whales, which, with its endangered extended family - K and L
pods - inhabit a huge territory that includes waters off Seattle, Vancouver, and
Victoria, British Columbia. The death of another calf is a significant blow to J
Pod, which hasn’t seen a successful birth in three years. Combined, the three
pods have 75 members, and time is running out to maintain its viability. One
reason could be lack of food.The population is dependent on Chinook salmon
for their primary food source. Unfortunately, Chinook salmon are also
endangered.
This deeply moving episode is a powerful example of the *sentience of our
animal kin. It raises many questions about mourning rituals among nonhuman
animals. Jenny Atkinson was reported as saying: "Ceremonies can go on for
days to honour and mourn the loss of a loved one ... I think that what you're
seeing is the depth of importance of this calf and the grief of the mother and
the family."
This is yet another striking illustration of how much more there is to know
about the sentience of species with whom we share our planet. It also glaringly
supports an international move to make the capture and incarceration for
general ‘entertainment’ of orcas and and dolphins illegal.

*Marc Bekoff, professor emeritus and evolutionary biology at the University
of Colorado and co-founder with Jane Goodall of Ethologists for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals, writes about Tahlequah and nonhuman animal grieving
in
general
in
Psychology
Today,
1
August
2018:
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/animal-emotions/201808/make-nomistake-orca-mom-j-35-and-pod-mates-are-grieving
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ART IN ACTION

THE COLLATERAL DAMAGE PROJECT

2018 marks 100 years since the end of WW1.To remember the human victims
of war, the Collateral Damage Project (CDP) is staging a significant exhibition
during November and December of this year at Friends House in London. It
will display the CDP white peace poppies installation which was begun last
year as a protest against the Art at the Arms Fair, held in London, and continues
to grow.
Members of Quaker Concern for Animals are among those who have
contributed to this artwork by making purple poppies in memory of all
nonhuman animals who, alongside humans, die as a result of warfare. It is hoped
that these will form a distinctive group within the installation. This is a great
opportunity to raise awareness of the continued suffering of millions of
domestic, zoo, farm and wild animals, as well as those used by the military on
battlefields and in weapons experiments.

More information about the CDP and the poppies installation can be found
on the Peace Pledge Union website, http://www.ppu.org.uk/collateral-damage/
White and purple poppies with messages on tags at last year’s Art at the Arms Fair event
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ARMISTICE CENTENNIAL MEMORIAL
Purple, white and red poppies feature together in the Armistice Centennial
memorial near the ruined church of Hope All Saints on Romney Marsh in Kent.
Briony Kapoor, creative director of the IMOS Foundation, which aims to set up
art work projects to improve human and urban environments, explains the
memorial project:
“We have a slightly different take on the idea for two reasons. Firstly ours is a
war and peace monument because of the importance of peace as a contrast
and preferred option to war. To show this we have included a dovecote and
some symbols and indications of ordinary domestic life in a rural setting.
“Secondly we are including the whole work in a collection of saints around the
old church. It is an All Saints church and we are taking the word All in as wide
a meaning as we can so very ecumenical. Not to mention the former village
(name) was Hope which gives an optimistic feel.

“The young artist creating the ceramic poppies is the very talented Louise
Goddard who lives locally. Knitted poppies are to be created by Sue Owen,
also local and a great creative.”
With thanks to our f/Friend Dorothy Jerrome for introducing us to the
fascinating Romney Marsh project. For more information about the IMOS
Foundation, Hope All Saints church and visiting Romney Marsh Sculpture Park
visit: http://www.imosfoundation.org

THE WAR HORSE MEMORIAL
The War Horse Memorial (WHM) is a permanent tribute dedicated to the
millions of UK, Allied and Commonwealth horses, donkeys and mules killed
during World War One. The Memorial, created by sculptor Susan Leyland, will
be sited at Ascot. The WHM organisers have adopted the purple poppy to
remember animal victims of conflict and will hold a fundraising Purple Poppy
Day in August of each year to help its chosen charities. Principal beneficiaries
are Mane Chance horse sanctuary in Surrey and The Household Cavalry
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Foundation. The mission of Mane Chance is to rescue and rehabilitate abused,
abandoned and old horses, integrating them with the local community. The
sanctuary regularly hosts visits from terminally ill children, those with special
needs and other underprivileged youngsters. The Household Cavalry
Foundation exists to provide charitable and pastoral support to all the
members of Household Cavalry family: serving soldiers, operational casualties,
veterans and retired horses.
Talking about her sculpture Susan Leyland says: “I have portrayed a horse
standing motionless, in poignant remembrance. A horse whose silhouette,
shape, body language, anatomy and detail incorporate and reflect the tragedy
of all those horses, mules and donkeys who endured the 1914 -1918 Great
War. The only movement is in the tail, caught in a slight gust of wind, to give a
sign of life and hope for the future that their sacrifice was not in vain.”
https://www.thewarhorsememorial.org

Susan Leyland’s sketches for the Warhorse Memorial
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FAITH IN ACTION

QCA LINKS WITH GREYHOUND COMPASSION

Lucinda Read from Greyhound Compassion writes: “We are honoured to
have the support of Quaker Concern for Animals on two initiatives which
will help our charitable objectives.
Magic, a rescued racer from Nottingham track, was adopted by one of the
Greyhound Compassion Trustees a couple of years ago. Now he’s a firm
favourite on a different circuit - spreading the word about the plight of racing
greyhounds and fund-raising for those less fortunate than him.

Magic’s future diary of engagements will embrace his new role for QCA - he
is to be an official ‘Ambassador’ for greyhounds at Greyhound Compassion’s
events. QCA will report on his activities from time to time as well as
contributing to Greyhound Compassion’s charitable projects where possible.
These include funds towards subsistence, vet care and kennel maintenance for
greyhounds and galgos at Greyhound Rescue (Lincolnshire), Protectora y
Santuario Scooby and Limerick Animal Welfare.

The second aspect of our relationship with QCA is about support for a special
galgo called Brisa. Brisa was rescued earlier this year as part of a pack of hunting
dogs held by one man and rented out to hunters on their boar hunting
excursions. Protectora y Santuario Scooby rescued all of the 36 dogs from
unprecedented circumstances of neglect and animal abuse. The dogs were
malnourished and on the verge of death, all were covered in fleas and ticks
and several have tick borne diseases. Brisa is an older lady from the pack and
is now living at Scooby. Although Brisa has made progress, she does have
Ehrlichiosis and this needs regular treatment with antibiotics (doxycyclilne).
Brisa is very sweet, quiet and patient and the relief she feels to be comfortable,
safe and secure is immense. QCA is going to sponsor Brisa and contribute to
the costs of her care, for which we are very grateful.”
QCA’s sincere gratitude goes to our member Jo Hill who helped realise this
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project. Jo writes: ”I became involved in Greyhound Compassion after hearing
about the amazing work they were doing in Spain. I decided to see the shelter
for myself, but I was rather apprehensive because I thought I would find it
upsetting, as there were so many dogs and cats there without a home.
However, I was relieved to find that it is actually a place of great hope and
happiness! For example, I have memories of dogs who had been temporarily
separated from their friends looking overjoyed when they found them again
and running and playing together. On one occasion a truck full of starving dogs
arrived so we put food out for them, thinking they would be ravenous, but
they ignored the food and licked our fingers instead because they were so
happy to be out of the hellhole they had come from. They instinctively knew
they were in a safe place.”
You can read Jo’s full account of her Scooby visit on QCA’S website.

Magic (left) and friend. Magic is the new Greyhound Ambassador for Greyhound Compassion and QCA.
Photograph © Lucinda Read

BOOKS
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UK WILDLIFE

THE SHAME OF THE BADGER CULL

The Badger Trust has issued the following statement condemning the
decision by Defra Secretary of State Michael Gove to approve 11 new badger
cull licences in England in 2018. This would bring the total in operation to
31.This protected species is being pushed to the verge of extinction in parts
of Britain.

As a result of the major expansion of the badger cull, 40,892 badgers could be
killed by the end of 2018 - more than during the last five years of the badger
cull combined. Despite a huge increase in the number of badgers to be killed,
the Government has yet to provide any reliable evidence that badger culling is
having any significant impact on lowering bovine TB in cattle in or around the
cull zones.
With no effective independent monitoring of cull contractors, the Badger Trust
is also increasingly concerned that badgers will die long painful deaths due to
the continued use of controlled shooting, a culling method condemned as
inhumane by the British Veterinary Association.

The Badger Trust also raised serious animal welfare concerns with Natural
England over the trapping of badgers and leaving them in cages for up to 12
hours in cages in the heat wave in Gloucestershire and Somerset, under existing
supplementary cull licences which have been operation since June. Responding
to the announcement of the new badger cull licences the CEO of the Badger
Trust Dominic Dyer said: “Despite the Met Office confirming that Britain
experienced the most extreme heat wave on record during June, July and
August, which has decimated badger populations across Britain, the Defra
Secretary of State Michael Gove has today given the green light to the largest
destruction of badgers in living memory.”
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By 2020 over 150,000 badgers are likely to have been killed as a result of the
cull policy, pushing this protected species to verge of extinction in parts of
Britain which it has inhabited since the Ice Age.

Under the cull policy cage trapping and shooting badgers is currently costing
the tax payer over £1,000 per badger. However, badger vaccination teams
across Britain are now trapping and vaccinating badgers against TB for less than
£200 per badger, less than a fifth of the cost of culling.
If the government really wishes to reduce the spread of TB in badgers, it should
bring an immediate halt to the cruel, ineffective and hugely costly badger cull
and introduce a publicly funded national badger vaccination programme.

A national badger vaccination programmes combined with improved TB testing
for cattle, tighter bio security and cattle movement controls, will far more
effectively reduce the spread of Bovine TB in cattle and badgers. This is a far
better outcome for farmers, tax payers and for the future survival of badgers.
The Badger Trust has launched a new campaign to raise funds to support
badger vaccination projects across England and Wales. For more information
visit: https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/projectvaccinate

Photograph (c) Ann Johnson
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BOOKS

Chris Lord reviews The Fearless Benjamin Lay:The Quaker Dwarf Who Became
the First Revolutionary Abolitionist, Marcus Rediker,Verso, 2017 and Burger by
Carol J Adams, Bloomsbury, 2018.
How should Friends deal with an uncompromising dissenter? How should
Quakers respond if every week the same Friend railed in meeting against
particular individuals, shouting that they were hypocrites, or of the Devil?
Marcus Rediker's book tells the story of one such. Benjamin Lay provoked
vehement hostility from Quakers on both sides of the Atlantic.
.

Born near Colchester in 1682, Lay was striking in appearance - strong features,
and just over four feet tall. An uneducated shepherd, glover and sailor, by
voracious reading he taught himself, and his thought developed under the
influence of the Greek Cynic philosophers and radicals from the English
Revolution. He was also appalled by slavery: from conversations at sea with
slaves and slavers he was horrified by the commonplace rape and murder.
Outside a Quaker's house in Barbados, Lay's wife Sarah saw 'a Negro stark
naked' suspended in the air; below the runaway's 'trembling and shivering'
body lay a 'Flood of Blood'. The Quaker slave-owner showed no remorse.
.

Disowned by Quaker meetings in London and Colchester, the Lays emigrated
to Pennsylvania, hoping to find Godly Quaker communities. He was
disappointed: wealthy Quaker landowners, at the top of Philadelphian society,
were good at presenting a front to themselves and others of Godliness.To Lay,
however, the fact that most of them owned slaves made them hypocrites and
of the Devil, and he told them so. Lay had no sense of softly-softly, or of letting
change happen at its own pace: all slave-owners should be disowned by Quaker
meetings; all slaves should be immediately freed. Lay struck hard at the
contradiction between their proclaimed values and their actions, in particular
the commitment to non-violence: there was no 'greater Hypocrisy, no plainer
contradiction, than for us as a People, to refuse to bear Arms, or to pay them
that do, and yet purchase the Plunder, the Captives, for Slaves at a very great
Price, thereby justifying their selling of them, and the War, by which they were
or are obtained.' Two further meetings disowned him.
.
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Importantly for QCA, Lay's non-violence reached beyond human beings. His
compassion extended to all creatures. He was one of the earliest vegetarians,
avoided exploiting horses by walking everywhere, and made his own clothes
from flax - refusing to use wool from sheep and cotton from slaves. (In this he
influenced the better known John Woolman - who knew Lay personally.)
As a campaigner Lay was smart as well as uncompromising. He cannily
cultivated the younger generation of Quakers who, when their day came, did
in fact outlaw slave-owning among Friends. He could be biting:

“Negro, fetch my best Gelding quickly, for me to ride to Meeting, to preach the
Gospel of glad Tydings to all men, and Liberty to the Captives, and opening the
Prison-Doors to them that are bound; but I'll keep thee in Bondage nevertheless,
help thy self if thee can.”
But his campaigning specialism was what Rediker calls 'guerrilla theatre'. Lay
stood, in the snow, at a meeting-house door as Friends entered, with one leg
and foot bare. When Quakers expressed their concern Lay pointed out their
hypocrisy in not providing their slaves with any means of warmth. And, most
dramatically, at the end of one meeting Lay stood up and stabbed a book with
his sword, which, in a prepared cavity, contained a bag of blood-coloured
pokeberry juice. The red spray which showered those assembled symbolised
their guilt for the suffering of their slaves.
So what can we learn for today? Was Lay justified in being so provocative and
uncompromising? And were Quakers justified in trying to shut him up? One of
George Fox's main achievements, Rediker argues, was to bring about some
order to early Quakerism, to channel the insights of Spirit-led individuals into
a collective religion; Lay 'spent much of his life battling the mechanisms that
Fox put in place to discipline free spirits such as himself'. Where is the line
between individual expression of concerns and 'the peace of the meeting'?
Lay's uncompromising dissent brought him rejection and isolation, yet also
enabled the next generation to end Quaker slave-owning. As the militant
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abolitionist Frederick Douglass wrote in 1857, 'Those who profess to favor
freedom and yet depreciate agitation, are people who want crops without
ploughing the ground.' Lay ploughed, others reaped, and we are only now,
largely thanks to Rediker’s original research and authoritative and lucid writing,
realising how important he was to the harvest.
‘…posters portrayed women as burgers, encouraging men to consume
them…’
I'm very glad to have discovered OBJECTLESSONS: 'a book series about the
hidden lives of ordinary things'. There are 41 titles so far, on objects and
concepts ranging from Password and Egg to Jet Lag, Blanket, and, for this
particular readership perhaps, Silence.
Burger is short; three hours was all it took to read. As a result I feel both
better informed and, more importantly, better aware of the significance of
the burger in American, and hence to a large extent our own, culture. I am
also looking forward to 'road-tasting' some very positive developments (see
below!).

Carol Adams takes us along a carefully ordered route from the mythical
beginnings of the burger to its potential futures. Chapter 1 gives rival accounts
of the burger's invention, and explains how the very fact that its beginnings
are so disputed demonstrates its centrality to American myths about their
country. It brought cheap meat to generations of hungry immigrants, the
poor were given cheap meat along with votes, and strong individuals
exemplified American freedom and innovation by (rather like our Earl of
Sandwich) putting a patty of ground beef between two bits of bread, and
how, in Chapter 2, early capitalists like Billy Ingram (White Castle), Ray Croc
(McDonald's), and Jim McLamore (Burger King), made millions from the idea.
She then enters perhaps more interesting territory, focusing in Chapter 3 on
the violence inherent in the burger industry. She links the violence against
Native American land and people, committed by cattle-colonialism, with that
perpetrated on both animals and workers in slaughterhouses.Violent imagery
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can be darkly humorous:Vietnam GIs named a bloody battle site 'Hamburger
Hill' (this also reveals the transition in cheap meat from pork to beef, as
earlier battle sites were named after pig meat, for example the 'Battle of Pork
Chop Hill' in the Korean war just 15 years earlier).
Chapter 4 is fascinating and disturbing. Adams, the author of The Sexual Politics
of Meat (1990), here deals with the fundamentally sexist, and sexual, nature
of burger-advertising (which has only very recently begun to fade). There is
a bizarre, yet telling, contradiction in the iconography: posters portrayed
women as burgers, encouraging men to consume them, yet other images
(and language such as 'Whopper' and 'Big Boy', later 'Big Mac') portrayed
burgers as erect penises being consumed by women. Here we see burgers
on both sides of heterosexual activity, yet both depicted in ways exploitative
of women.

Her final essay on the negative side of burger culture is in Chapter 5, where
she discusses how burgers impact on human health and the wider
environment. QCA readers will know all about the huge destruction wreaked
on wild habitats by the expansion of soya and grain agriculture, largely to
feed beef cattle – Adams explains all this very well. She goes on, importantly,
to warn against the spread of 'Ag-Gag' laws - criminalising undercover
investigations into animal abuse on farms, and against the extension (in the
US Animal and Ecological Terrorism Act) of the word 'terrorist' to cover
some protests against 'animal enterprises': the industry is clearly worried!
Reading this chapter made me watch the film of the McLibel trial - highly
recommended if you haven't already seen it, and available in full on Youtube.
The gear then changes, and becomes more positive. Chapter 6 gives a parallel
history of the veggie burger, showing how vegetarian alternatives were
available more or less from the inception of the meat variety, and Chapter 7
details the two new kinds of veggie burger. First there's the scientifically
produced new vegan burgers already available from companies like
Impossible Foods and Beyond Meat, in chains like Honest Burger (note to
self to try one). One of these won the Gentlemen's Quarterly top burger of
the year in 2015 - beating all other burgers, including meat ones. So far so
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good - the Vegan Revolution continues apace. But there's more: over the
next few years the prediction is that we will be able to buy 'clean meat' in
our high streets - meat made artificially from culture: no animal cruelty, no
fecal matter or antibiotic residues, no land wastage. How happily long-term
vegans would chomp into one of these is another matter, but this concise
and clear little book concludes with a pretty big improvement for animals
(both human and non-human) and our planet.
Chris Lord attends Wanstead LM

WILD MARGINS, Drawings and Inspirations, Ann Johnson, 2018
(Amazon, £10)
This collection of illustrations, poetry and prose brings together Ann
Johnson’s love of words, drawing and the natural world, writes Dorothy
Jerrome. The drawings are supported by text, both Ann’s own reflections
and her sources of inspiration.

The focus of the book is the wild margins between town and country, now
rapidly disappearing: the corners between buildings, the edges of allotments
and gardens, hedgerows and building sites. Ann’s aim is to challenge existing
notions of what constitutes beauty in nature.

The monochrome drawings focus attention on form and structure.The subject
matter is striking and enhanced by the black and white format - seedheads and
fence posts, reeds at the water margins; ravens and parrots; and treasured
objects in home and studio.
Each chapter is a delight but of particular interest is Winged Enchantment. Here,
ravens and jackdaws, parrots and gulls are presented simply but with wonderful
characterisation. Accompanying the bird portraits are critiques of the pet trade,
of the treatment of exotic birds and of the fate of endangered species. Ann’s
work at the Raystede animal and bird sanctuary is powerfully described.
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Corvid, charcoal © Ann Johnson

Of special interest to other artists is Liberated Drawing. This chapter tells us
more about the artist at work and the joys of free expression. It is about the
process of challenging tradition. Practical advice is offered on the use of different
media in embarking on creative projects. The writing here conveys the
excitement of breaking down barriers to exploring the little known and
unrepresented features of the natural world.

This is a book that appeals to the senses.There are passages of beautiful writing,
as in the description of the hedgerows in autumn in chapter one. The text
frequently makes the drawn images and photographs come alive by supplying
lush references to colour and texture : the movement of wind, the rustle of
bone-dry leaves, the rhythmic sound of the sea.
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In this book a Quaker artist and writer communicates wonder and reverence
for the natural world while challenging orthodox ways of seeing and offering
a voice for the dispossessed. I commend it to all creatives, nature lovers and
people concerned with ways of being in a rapidly changing world.
Dorothy Jerrome, Canterbury LM, is a member of Quaker Arts Network.

This book features poems by Quakers Anne Cluysenaar, Stevie Krayer, and
Fiona Owen and regular contributor to this magazine, Paul Matthews. The
images are further inspired by Jan Sheppard’s remarkable, atmospheric black
and white photographs. WILD MARGINS Drawings and Inspirations is available
by post through the Amazon online bookstore and from the Friends House
Bookshop (please check availability before visiting).

WORLDWIDE NEWS

IN ITALY, COLLECCHIO’S TOWN COUNCIL
has enacted a law specifically designed to reduce the fear that fireworks cause
their nonhuman populations.The law requires fireworks to be silent.They found
that the silent fireworks significantly reduced the stress that loud fireworks
cause animals – and not just pets, but wildlife and farm animals too. A company
called Setti Fireworks, located in Genova, makes silent explosives for the town
of Collecchio and they claim they can customise silent fireworks for any event,
private or public.
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THE LIVERPOOL BIG ISSUE NORTH office was recently transformed into a
warm and welcoming veterinary clinic after a group of veterinary students
from Liverpool University decided to open its doors and give back through
their organisation Trusty Paws. The clinic provides free care to those homeless,
in sheltered accommodation or to those otherwise vunerable and without
access to veterinary care.The students give a range of treatments, from microchipping and vaccinations to grooming and help to purchase products, providing
the opportunity for vendors to keep their dogs healthy and happy.
A Big Issue North Service Coordinator explained how the first clinic was a
success: “Trusty Paws is a great addition to our office, it’s wonderful that vendors
can access this care. Dogs get five star treatment along with lots of love from
vets and our staff! The clinic also gives us the perfect opportunity to check in
with vendors addressing any needs they have. Vendors can often be in a rush
to get their magazines and make some money for the day. The clinic is brilliant
as vendors are encouraged to take a break and have a chat whilst their dog is
having treatment.” The clinic is planned to run on a monthly basis, on the first
Saturday of each month. https://www.bigissuenorth.com/

THE PALESTINIAN ANIMAL LEAGUE (PAL), Palestine's only locally-run
animal protection organisation was established in 2011. PAL works to improve
the lives of animals and people in Palestine delivering spay and neuter surgery
for street dogs, providing veterinary treatment and care for working horses
and donkeys and working with young people to develop community-based
animal and environmental protection projects.

PAL reported that their first Conference, held in June, was a great success,
attended by people from around the world and proving an invaluable resource
of networking and brainstorming. Presentations over three days were
interspersed with tours of Palestinian cities offering delegates the opportunity
to see human and animal rights issues at first hand.There was a trip to Ramallah
to show how the occupation has affected one of the biggest cities in Palestine
and a guided tour of the Jalazone refugee camp with Ahmed Safi, the President
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of PAL, who grew up there.

Palestine is still slowly gaining legal protection in animal rights; many conference
participants were surprised that PAL still needs to teach farmers not to beat
their horses and donkeys. They also learned how another Palestinian
organization - Daily Hugz - is spreading environmental and animal protection
awareness and fighting Palestinian society’s negative perceptions of street
animals.’ It is planned to hold the Conference every two years. PAL Palestine
Animal League: https://pal.ps/en/
PETA KIDS is a useful website for anyone interacting with children, particularly
in schools, and Meetings which have childrens’ groups. The website is directed
largely at the US (‘10 photos that prove turkeys are awesome’ for example, is
clearly associated with Thanksgiving) but ideas can be adapted for informing
children (and adults) of the realities of how we treat and live with our animal
kin and how we can learn to be kinder and help them. There is plenty of
information on the site, so worth visiting and selecting what could be
appropriate for your own projects with children. Take a look at the stunning,
and growing, Fish Empathy Quilt under ‘Activities’; a wonderful idea that is
perfect for all-age creative groups. https://www.petakids.com/
‘Friend to pigeons’ colouring sheet can be printed off. PETA kids says: ‘Children can help pigeons just by
letting them live their lives in peace and encouraging others to do the same. Here’s how….”
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THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, Food, and Rural Affairs in South Korea
is establishing an animal welfare policy division for pets, under its livestock policy
bureau. The new division will serve as a much-needed separate department
that is tasked with taking charge of pet-related affairs and policies. The division
will tackle major assignments such as preventing animal-related accidents and
protecting animals from being abandoned or mistreated, as well as enhancing
the ethical guidelines for animal testing.

According to the government, the number of households in the country that
own a pet has increased by more than 20 per cent in just two years from 4.57
million in 2015 to 5.93 million in 2017. There remain more than 17,000 dog
meat farms across the country and it is hoped that as companion animal
keeping increases, so will a national challenge against the cruel dog meat trade.
Thailand-based animal welfare organisation Soi Dog is working with South
Korean senior government officials to enact stronger animal welfare laws with
the ultimate aim of banning the dog meat industry. This has already led to a
ban on the slaughter of dogs at Moran Market, the biggest dog meat market
in the capital, Seoul.
AT AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING in August between Indonesia’s Ministry
of Agriculture and the Dog Meat-Free Indonesia coalition, government officials
announced they would support a ban on the trade in, and deny veterinary
certification for, dog and cat meat.

Leading veterinary public officials confirmed the dog-meat trade was a serious
public health threat, a significant animal welfare issue and a substantial problem
for Indonesia’s growing tourism industry.The Dog Meat-Free Indonesia coalition
is made up of HSI, Four Paws, Jakarta Animal Aid Network, Animal Friends Jogja
and Change for Animals Foundation. The dog and cat meat trades currently
operate in breach of existing Indonesian laws that are intended to safeguard
public health and safety, as well as rules to protect animals from cruelty, the
coalition said.
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THE LIMBE WILDLIFE CENTRE (LWC) in Cameroon has published a video
to raise awareness of the plight of African Grey parrots. The African Grey is
listed as Endangered (IUCN) and every year thousands of birds are captured
to be sold in the illegal wildlife trade. Limbe is working to rescue, rehabilitate
and release more back into the wild through their new African Grey Parrot
rehabilitation facility - the first known facility in Cameroon specifically for this
species.

LWC has rescued thousands of African Greys since it began work in 1993.
Many arrive in extremely poor condition - dehydrated, ridden with parasites,
injured and with their feathers cut by poachers to prevent them from flying.
The aim is to rehabilitate and release as quickly as possible. African Greys can
easily succumb to stress if kept in captivity for too long and those that have
been captive for some time must learn to fly again.
Every year thousands of individuals, mostly adults, are captured and it is
estimated the total population could be reducing by 21 per cent each year.
They are one of the most popular avian ‘pets’ in Europe, US, and the Middle
East. More than 1.3 million individuals were exported between the early 1980s
- 2014, with some 100,000 birds per year captured in Cameroon during the
late 1990s and early 2000s. The majority die before export as they are
extremely susceptible to stress when confined to small cages and poor
conditions.

The Limbe Wildlife Centre (LWC) is a conservation education centre based
in Limbe, Cameroon. It is managed by the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife
(MINFOF) and the Pandrillus Foundation, an US non-profit NGO also
registered
in
Nigeria
and
Cameroon. Furthur
information:
http://limbewildlife.org/
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THE WORLD’S FIRST SANCTUARY for beluga whales will soon be home
to two captive belugas.The sanctuary will be in a secluded bay on the island of
Heimaey, one of the Westman Islands, located off the southern coast of Iceland,
and is being created through a partnership between Whale and Dolphin
Conservation (WDC) and SEA LIFE Trust.
Two 12-year-old females, known as Little Grey and Little White, will be its first
residents. The pair, who are currently living at the Changfeng Ocean World in
Shanghai, China, are expected to arrive in spring 2019. They are already being
prepared for their 6,000 mile journey and new home with special training to
get them ready them for travel, and food to help them bulk up to help keep
them insulated in colder waters. After they arrive in Iceland, they’ll be moved
to a pool at the site where they’ll be assessed and settled in before moving to
the bay.

The location in Klettsvik Bay was chosen for its space along with providing a
natural sub-Arctic environment and plenty of natural enrichment. Andy Bool,
head of SEA LIFE Trust said: “This project has been years in the making and is
a pioneering solution to how the aquarium industry can re-shape the futures
of whales in captivity.”

QCA NEWS

AS I SIT BY OUR SHADED POND in the garden to write this news update
I am being delighted by a marvellous display of swifts. There are about 10-12
of them but it is always so difficult to count due to their speed and agility.

Robin and I previously reported how we erected seven swift houses on our
house in readiness for their return this year, and for which we waited in great
anticipation. Towards the middle of May we realised that all was not well for
the 'devil birds,' and reports started to arrive over the internet of bad weather
along their migratory routes. Africa, the departure point for so many, was
experiencing adverse weather conditions which had resulted in the lack of their
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essential insect diet. Gibralter experienced storms and then snow was reported
on the Pyrenees. We continued to wait - and to hope. A later report described
a massing of approximately 149,000-plus swifts over the Pyrenees, then more
reports arrived of thousands heading out northwards from Barcelona.

With thanks to other members of swift groups and The Swift Conservation
Group we were able to check each day and continued to watch for news of
Bedfordshire swifts. At that time news was not good for our county... delayed
arrivals, fighting at nest sites and no sightings at all. It was at this low point that
suddenly four arrived in a nearby street. We continued to be concerned as we
observed that only one swift alighted (banged) on the house that was used
last year which contained the nest left by them in readiness for use this season.
Time passed and we could only think that one of the pair had sadly not
survived. Our UK weather was inclement which was certainly not helping the
birds. We continued to watch the swift houses, thanks to the camcorder, and
then realised that one swift was entering at night and staying there. This could
only mean one thing as swifts only 'land' when nesting. - Mr and Mrs Swift
were reunited, safe and sound!
I have since spotted a face peering out of the entrance, whilst the flying and
squealing displays continue. When they migrate we will check all the houses to
see if any others contain nests in readiness for next year. Welcome back our
feathered friends and thank you for making our summer by gracing us with
your presence. Report: Joan How

* Thank you Joan and Robin for letting us share in this very special experience.
Swifts are in trouble and their numbers are plummeting. More information
from Swift Conservation: http://swift-conservation.org/ If any other QCA
members/readers are involved with helping swifts in this way, we would love
to hear from you. Contact us at: clerk@quaker-animals.co.uk
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Swifts painted in the colours of the flags of African countries through which they migrate. Photograph
courtesy of Sedburgh Primary School and children.

ROBIN HOW SENT US this photograph of a model of a proposed secure
animal stretcher, circa 1950, produced by the International Blue Circle. The
International Blue Circle was a division of the World Federation for the
Protection of Animals (WFPA) and the stretcher was to be for the use of
animal first aiders. The Blue Circle had the intention of establishing an animal
first aid organisation like the Red Cross.The Netherlands held an initial meeting
of their first aid teams in 1953 but the aim was never fully realised. Cecil
Schwartz, who was a founder of the WFPA and the Blue Circle gave Rob the
actual model of this stretcher.

Cecil Schwartz MRCVS was active in the field of animal welfare throughout
his adult life. He founded the Bedfordshire Home for Unwanted and Lost
Animals (HULA) which became a registered charity in 1972. Today HULA,
which recently merged with the National Animal Welfare Trust (NAWT) serves
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Milton Keynes, Beds, Bucks and Northants. Cecil assembled a fascinating archive
relating to animal welfare which has now been transferred to Kim Stallwood.
For more information visit: http://kimstallwood.com/archive/

ONE OF OUR MEMBERS has recently finished a training course to enable
her to volunteer on the Blue Cross Pet Bereavement Support Help Line. She
thought we might like to publicise this service which some of us may not know
about.

The Line is staffed by volunteers 365 days of the year. All of them have
undertaken a very thorough training course and have themselves experienced
the loss of a beloved pet. The Help Line is open from 8.30 each morning until
8.30 in the evening and calls are taken from those who have lost a cat, dog,
horse or any other beloved animal. Contact is also received via an e-mail system
and increasingly some people find it easier to express their grief in writing.
Those who phone have often lost their pet very recently and feel angry or
confused. Some have had to make the agonising decision to have their animal
euthanised and need to talk through what led to that decision. For some callers
their loss was some while ago but they are still having great difficulty coming
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to terms with their now empty house after 15 years during which they have
walked their dog every day.

The new volunteer has felt helpless at times listening to a very distressed caller
when all she can do is just be there for them. At other times callers have said
how much it has helped being able to talk to someone who really understands.
If you ever feel you need someone to be there for you when you have suffered
a loss, then do ring the Blue Cross Pet Bereavement Support Service on 0800
096 6606 or e-mail them at: pbssmail@bluscross.org.uk
You can find more information at www.bluecross.org.uk. Click on: ‘How we
help’, then select ‘Pet Bereavement and Pet Loss’.

IS IT TIME FOR A LEGAL DEFINITION OF VEGANISM? This was the
question posed at the July meeting of the All Party Parliamentary Group on
Vegetarianism and Veganism. Dr Jeanette Rowley, founder of the International
Vegan Rights Alliance, a network of legal professionals, addressed the question
of whether a legal definition is needed, Dr Rowley referred to the multiple
voices representing claims of veganism describing how motivation and
commitment differs in terms of whether based upon compassion, ethics, human
health or sustainability. Some may be vegan in diet only, vegan for one day a
week or take on a total vegan lifestyle. A legal definition of veganism may be
too rigid to cover all these and lead to failure in the courts.
In Dr Rowley’s view, a more successful approach would be to depend upon
the UK’s Equality Act and also human rights, under which vegans are already
covered. Arguments on ideas of identity, duty, compassion and justice could
then be used for protection of vegans and thereby for the good of nonhuman
animals.

Edwina Bowles is a solicitor and an ‘A-Law‘ Trustee. QCA was one of the
named organisations which supported A-Law’s report, Brexit: Getting the Best
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Deal for Animals. Ms Bowles presented a quick overview of the Animal Welfare
Act 2006 stating that the UK had gone beyond the EU in animal welfare
provision.

The Vegan Society trademark team explained their endorsement labelling
system. They give a descriptive definition of ‘vegan’. However, would a legal
definition be helpful in labelling products? The practicalities of this would be
difficult. The challenge would be to follow future changes in manufacturing
technology to keep up with issues of sourcing, animal testing, use of packaging,
transport, cross contamination.
Julie Hinman’s full report on this meeting can be found on the QCA website:
https://quaker-animals.co.uk/members-report-appg-considers-is-it-time-for-alegal-definition-of-veganism/
MY VEGAN MONTH - AND BEYOND. I signed up for Animal Aid’s Vegan
Pledge during June 2018. I had signed up for a similar Challenge a few years
ago which ran in early winter. I completed the month despite being away
hostelling plus other ‘difficult’ social situations. I then reverted to my normal
vegetarian diet with the occasional vegan day.

I had been thinking about adopting more of a vegan diet mainly on ethical
grounds; going vegan is currently taking off in a big way but will the followers
stay the course much as enquirers come to our Meetings but only a few
embrace our way of worship? It seemed a good idea to try again in a month
that promised plenty of fruit and vegetables; a good month to eat salad rather
than eating for comfort. I did not find it difficult renouncing any animal based
food; I now always drink coffee black and did not buy any dairy products for
nearly two months. The arrival of various guests has meant a compromise and
I have had to “make up” several days where I had lapsed – for instance in an
Indian restaurant helping myself to the yoghurt dip without thinking. I also had
to visit Cyprus twice in the month for some sad personal reasons. I still tried
to stick to the commitment – and you can buy vegan food in Cypriot
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supermarkets – but eating out is not so easy. Everything comes laden with
cheese (which would not even be vegetarian I am sure); and what is the
shortening in any pastry? Our second hotel had an all-inclusive buffet where I
could choose everything animal-free and I could get soya milk if I asked. I do
find it morally hard to compromise my principles.

Now I actively choose vegan rather than vegetarian for at least one meal a day
but don’t stress about it especially in a social context. I have lost the taste for
several food items including cake; I enjoy poring over food labels; I don’t go
out of my way to try new recipes but generally adapt my normal repertoire; I
like pulses, grains and vegetables. I also like Marmite and butter on toast – but
not on a vegan day (I don’t like substitutes such as vegetable spreads so it is
either the real thing or nothing). When eating out I hand over one of Viva’s
little cards saying: “I ate here because you serve vegan food”.
Does all this have anything to do with being Quaker? Yes!! The concept of
veganism underpins our testimonies – justice and peace (for the animals and
also in an environmental context); truth to the concept of the Spirit being in
all creation; simplicity and of course sustainability. This last I would endorse in
general terms but in a world where consumerism is the “thing” among the
affluent we need to be aware that what we eat does not adversely affect the
planet nor the lives of those in the Third World. I am concerned about the
current trendiness of veganism and its promotion – moving away from its moral
ethos and doing the opposite by encouraging us to consume a range of
ingredients using up valuable resources which in turn often affect the habitat
of native wildlife.

I would like to encourage my local Friends to make more of a move towards
veganism. I am hoping that when we have one of our Local Meeting shared
lunches it could be wholly vegan instead of the usual vegetarian. Every time I
eat vegan I have a ‘good feeling’ knowing that my active food choices have not
involved harm to one of God’s creatures.
Angela Atkins, Northampton LM
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ROBIN HARPER WRITES FROM CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA,
describing how our new QCA member Friends are getting animals onto their
Meeting's agenda.
‘Last night we hosted a Movie Night at our Meeting, and watched the
documentary, ‘My Life as a Turkey’, a film made by the PBS/Nature team. A
wonderful film, incredible camera work, but most importantly an intimate view
into the lives of other sentient creatures. A man in the rural oak hammocks of
Florida helps a clutch of wild turkey eggs to hatch and allows the poults to
imprint on him. He then spends the next year mothering them, but mostly
learning from them. For me the ‘money quote’ was "We (humans) do not have
a privileged view of reality."

‘Before the movie, I shared with the small but hopeful audience the minute
that Baltimore (Maryland) Yearly Meeting just passed: "In the interest of peace,
and with a deep concern for the living world, Baltimore Yearly Meeting encourages
Friends to discuss how to extend their love and compassion to animals, and to
consider their welfare when making food choices." It gives me such pleasure to
see that there really are other meetings who are embracing this issue!!
‘Our next project as a committee is to have a book group, reading the book
‘The Way We Eat: Why Our Food Choices Matter’ by Peter Singer. I think there
will be strong interest in this in our Meeting.

‘For us, alleviating suffering is the biggest issue that we are facing. Recently we
asked the Meeting to adopt the Animal Welfare Institute as a new Benevolence,
but they declined.The AWI works to alleviate animal suffering with lab animals,
food animals, habitat destruction, and so much more, but our Meeting was not
swayed to support it because it is not a Quaker organisation - one of their key
determining factors.
‘This was very disheartening, as I felt we had strong support in the Meeting. So
I was saddened, but we will try again. It is less about the money that comes
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from a Benevolence, although that is important, and more about the awareness
and support that naming a Benevolence creates within the Meeting.’
The Animal Welfare Institute: https://awionline.org
http://chapelhillfriends.org/

EVENTS

OCTOBER
4 October – World Animal Day. World Animal Day once again falls in the
middle of Quaker Week and once again the good folks of Friends House
Bookshop in Euston will be hosting QCA.This year's theme for Quaker Week
is Room for more and we hope to remind Friends and visitors that making
space for others and celebrating diversity need not stop at the species barrier.
There will be an excellent range of animal-centric titles and copies of this
newsletter for purchase. Please come say hello – Thom Bonneville.
World Animal Day sponsor, Naturewatch Foundation, states, “Involvement is
growing at an astonishing rate and it's now widely accepted and celebrated in
a variety of different ways in many countries, with no regard to nationality,
religion, faith or political ideology.” Events are organised under the World
Animal Day Umbrella by being publicised on the website and advertised using
the World Animal Day brand and logo. To find out how to get involved visit:
https://www.worldanimalday.org.uk/
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NOVEMBER
10 November - one-day Badger Trust Symposium. This annual event has been
transformed to be an affordable day of science, key issues, and debate, featuring
a packed schedule on issues such as Bovine TB, wildlife crime, and HS2. It takes
place at Ashorne Hill Conference Centre, Leamington Spa. Your event pass
will give you access to all talks, refreshments throughout the day and lunch. For
accommodation, contact the venue directly.

Confirmed speakers include: Ian Redmond OBE (Zoologist, Naturalist and Film
Maker), David Drew MP (Shadow Defra Minister), Professor Malcolm Bennett
(University of Nottingham), Inspector Lou Hubble (Head of National Wildlife
Crime Unit), Pauline Kidner (founder Secret World) and many more.
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/symposium
10 November - Nowzad annual November fundraiser in London. Held at the
Audley Pub in the Bitter Sling Basement Bar, 41-43 Mount Street, London, W1K
2RX. Tickets are £20 and all proceeds go to support Nowzad’s animal welfare
work in Afghanistan. Join Nowzad founder Pen Farthing along with Hannah
Surowinsk and Nowzad volunteers for our annual London fundraiser. Music,
raffle and nibbles. https://www.nowzad.com
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MEMBERSHIP OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS

Subscriptions are due on 1 January each year, in order to receive further
Newsletters.
Current rates:
£15 (full),
£10 (concession),
£20 (* Meetings)

Payment can be made by:

1 – Cheque, made payable to ‘Quaker Concern for Animals’ and sent to: Jane
Stanley c/o Sutton Coldfield Quaker Meeting House, Kenelm Road, Sutton
Coldfield, B73 6HD.
2 – Paying directly into our bank account or setting up a standing order. For details
of the account please contact us at: membership@quaker-animals.co.uk. Please
don’t send cash.

If you are a new member please ensure that you include your name and address,
and, if you wish, your phone number and email address. It would also be helpful if
you would say how you first came to hear about Quaker Concern for Animals
and, if you attend a Quaker Meeting, which one.

* We invite Meetings to join for the sum of £20 pa and receive our Newsletter
which is published twice a year.
“Whenever you see the word “welfare” in the literature, you can be pretty sure
something unpleasant is being done to animals”.
Marc Bekoff and Jessica Pearce, The Animal’s Agenda
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“We must do all in our power to educate the public, for I believe that in the end only a change of heart is
really effective.” Ruth Harrison, (June 1920 – June 2000). Quaker and Animal activist; author of
Animal Machines

Animals Need Friends
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OVERSEAS

THE DOGS OF CHERNOBYL

In our Spring issue we reported how, four years ago, Lucas Hixon and Erik
Kambarian, co-founders of the *Clean Futures Fund (CFF) travelled to
Ukraine as part of a vocational, humanitarian work programme at the
Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant (ChNPP), the site of the world’s worst ever
nuclear accident. They were shocked to also discover a large population of
stray dogs who were malnourished, had been exposed to rabies by wild
predators in the zone, and were in dire need of medical attention.

After the Unit 4 reactor at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine
exploded in the spring of 1986, spreading radioactive materials into the
environment, the former Soviet Union established a 30-km exclusion zone
around the facility, evacuating over 120,000 people from 189 cities and
communities. Because the evacuees were not allowed to take anything that
they could not carry, they had to abandon their animals. Former pets migrated
to the Chernobyl nuclear power plant, where their descendants remain to this
day. Some dogs who made for the woods, cross-bred with wolves but generally
packs of wolves drove out the dogs and towards the power plant.
Apart from the 250 strays who live around the plant, CFF estimates that over
225 live in Chernobyl City, and hundreds of other dogs, and cats, live at the
various security checkpoints and roam throughout the exclusion zone. Every
year new puppies are born at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant and the
people working there try to take care of them during the harsh Ukrainian
winter, although they are at risk themselves from exposure to rabies. Culling of
the dogs and other animals has been considered - something which the
workers resist.

But today things are looking up for this abandoned natural world and it’s
inhabitants in the exclusion zone. An increasing number of naturalists believe
the accident may have produced unexpected environmental benefits. Now that
the human animals have left, wild animals and birds are spreading throughout
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what is being called one of Europe’s biggest wildlife reserves - an astonishing
example of nature rewilding itself. Wild boar, elk, lynx, European bison and
Przewalski’s Horses, a wild equine, are moving across national borders and into
the zone.

As for the dogs (and also cats) of Chernobyl, CFF is now involved in
commitment to a five-year programme to treat, sterilise and vaccinate the strays
in the Exclusion Zone and the Chernobyl worker city of 25,000 people at
Slavutych that was built after the evacuation to house plant workers and their
families. In June, together with a team of more than 60 volunteers from around
the world including vets, CFF conducted the second year of the Spay, Neuter
and Vaccination clinic and were able to provide medical care to over 500 dogs
and cats. Since August 2017 they have treated over 850 animals and given
booster vaccines for animals previously treated. In addition, 15 Chernobyl
puppies – the first ever to be allowed to leave the Exclusion Zone - were flown
to the United States and their adoptive families. It is heartening to understand
what this resolute, and tenacious team of people, who refused to turn their
backs on an unexpected challenge, has achieved for nonhuman as well as
human animals.

*The Clean Futures Fund (CFF) is a United States 501(c)(3) non-profit
organisation established to raise awareness and provide international support
for communities affected by industrial accidents and long-term remedial
activities. For more information visit: http://cleanfutures.org/projects/dogs-ofchernobyl/
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“It's the action, not the fruit of the action, that's important. You have to do the right
thing. It may not be in your power, may not be in your time, that there'll be any fruit.
But that doesn't mean you stop doing the right thing. You may never know what
results come from your action. But if you do nothing, there will be no result.”
Mahatma Gandhi
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Canine resident of Chernobyl. Photograph © the Clean Futures Fund

Lucas Hixson co-founder with Erik Kambarian of the Clean Futures Fund, feeds a group of strays

Brisa: see QCA News. Photograph © Fermin Perez, Protectora y Santuario Scooby

