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No Fish Farms Protest in British Columbia. Photograph © Daniel Beltra/Greenpeace.

“But I once dived 20 metres into a salmon-farm pen. Their life, one slow
cyclone, seemed divorced from instincts, devoid of experience. Repeatedly I
was hit head-on by slow-motion salmon in a seeming stupor who made no
effort to avoid bumping my face-mask or body. All senses blunted, their
existence appeared robbed of meaning. It was not that their lives were over;
it was as if they had never lived. Zombies.”
Carl Safina.
Carl Safina’s seabird studies earned a PhD in ecology from Rutgers; he
then spent a decade working to ban high-seas drift nets and to overhaul
US fishing policy. He runs the not-for-profit Safina Center and is the author
of many articles and books including the classic, Song for the Blue
Ocean. Carl’s seventh book is Beyond Words; What Animals Think and Feel
which Chris Lord reviews on page 24.
Front cover: The Mother Tree © Ann Johnson: www.annjohnsonpaintings.net
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COMMENT
THE CASE AGAINST OCTOPUS FARMING
“We believe that octopuses are particularly ill-suited to a life in captivity
and mass-production, for reasons both ethical and ecological.”
Jennifer Jacquet, Becca Franks, Peter Godfrey-Smith
and Walter Sánchez-Suárez.
Octopuses stand out among invertebrates for their complex behavior. They
are capable of problem-solving, mimicking their surroundings using color
changes that take place on a scale of seconds, outwitting predatory sharks,
discriminating individual humans, engaging in playful behavior, and hunting in
response to cooperative signals sent by fish. As these patterns of behavior
suggest, octopuses (as well as some other cephalopods) have sophisticated
nervous systems and large brains.
Given their exceptional abilities, one might ask whether humans should be
eating octopus at all, but here we want to raise a different ethical question. As
global demand for octopus grows, especially in affluent markets, so have efforts
to farm them. We believe that octopuses are particularly ill-suited to a life in
captivity and mass-production, for reasons both ethical and ecological.
Until fairly recently, aquatic animals were mostly exempt from this factory-farming
fate and were almost exclusively harvested from their natural habitats. Intensive
aquaculture became part of the global food system in the latter half of the
twentieth century and is now one of the fastest growing food industries. Aquatic
animals are under rapid domestication, and approximately 550 different aquatic
animal species, from oysters and shrimp to rainbow trout and even bluefin tuna,
are raised in captivity in nearly 190 countries. Farmed aquatic animals now
constitute half of the seafood market in many industrialized countries.
As with terrestrial animals, the intensive farming of aquatic animals is associated
with animal welfare and environmental concerns, but little is known about how
to ensure the welfare of farmed aquatic animals. Fish kept in captivity develop
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traits not seen in the wild and tend to be more aggressive, experience more
chronic stress and injury, and contract more diseases. Fish raised in intensive
production systems may have lower immune function than do fish that have
more control over their lives. Even simple parameters such as tank-wall color
can have dramatic effects on fish preferences and aggression.
There are approximately 300 species of octopuses, more than 100 of which
are captured in the wild using nets, pots, lines, and traps. Since 2008, the
reported annual global catch of octopuses has been about 350,000 metric
tons (about 385,000 English tons), which is likely a conservative estimate as
catches are often underreported, particularly in nearshore, artisanal fisheries.
Regionally, octopus fisheries are in decline as measured by peak catches, and
many octopus fisheries are now overfished. However, new fisheries for octopus
continue to open, particularly as groundfish, octopuses’ main ecological
competitors, are themselves depleted. Overfishing of octopus combined with
growing demand is driving octopus prices up.
Given the growing gourmet markets and rising octopus prices, some people have
turned to the idea of aquaculture as a way to make money and to smooth out
the inevitable variability in the supply of wild-caught animals. Octopuses grow fast
and have short life spans (typically just one to two years), features that make them
potentially appealing for farming. According to one aquaculture research study, the
common species Octopus vulgaris, which lives in many marine environments,
“meets many of the requirements to be considered as a candidate for industrial
culture: easy adaptation to captivity conditions, high growth rate, acceptance of
low-value natural foods, high reproductive rate and high market price.”
“For ethical and environmental reasons, raising octopuses
in captivity for food is a bad idea.”
Domestication of many animals turns out to be a technically complicated
process, however, and octopuses are no exception. As early as the 1970s, one
researcher described the problems to be overcome in the case of cultivating
octopus as “cannibalism, containment, dependence upon live food and the
3
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death of gravid females before laying second generation eggs in the laboratory.”
Despite these challenges, some governments, universities, and private
companies have recently invested major resources in farming octopus.
Spain, supported in part by the European Union, has led the way. Spanish
production of O. vulgaris now occurs, at least experimentally, in tanks on land, in
open-ocean net pens, and on ‘ranches’ where wild-caught octopuses are raised in
captivity.The Spanish Institute of Oceanography in Vigo has carried out the majority
of published research on octopus farming, but research is also occurring in Portugal
and Greece, where the Mediterranean-based company Nireus Aquaculture has
funded octopus-farming research. Octopus ranching is being tried in Italy and
Australia as well. A farm in the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico has reportedly
successfully farmed another species, Octopus maya, and attempts to farm octopus
are under way in other parts of Latin America, including Chile. In China, up to
eight different species of octopus are now being experimentally farmed. In Japan,
the seafood company Nissui reported hatching octopus eggs in captivity in 2017
and is predicting a fully farmed market-ready octopus by 2020. Many scientists
are contributing to the tools and technology to make genetic modifications that
may accelerate industrial aquaculture of octopus and other types of cephalopods.
Such efforts are occurring despite the fact that octopus farming has the same
environmental consequences as other types of carnivorous aquaculture. And,
like other carnivorous aquaculture, octopus farming would increase, not alleviate,
pressure on wild aquatic animals. Octopuses have a food conversion rate of at
least 3:1, meaning that the weight of feed necessary to sustain them is about
three times the weight of the animal. Given the depleted state of global fisheries
and the challenges of providing adequate nutrition to a growing human
population, increased farming of carnivorous species such as octopus will act
counter to the goal of improving global food security. But even if aquaculture
researchers could discover a less unsustainable diet for octopus, and also are
able to reduce other ecological impacts, farming octopus would still be unethical.
“One study found that octopuses retained knowledge of how to open
a screw-top jar for at least five months.”
4
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Octopuses exhibit cognitive and behavioral complexity, and they appear capable
of experiencing pain and suffering. The neuroscientists who wrote the 2012
Cambridge Declaration on Consciousness considered to be the first formalization
of the scientific consensus about the consciousness of several nonmammal
species, singled out octopuses as the sole invertebrate capable of conscious
experience (although it remains possible that other invertebrates might also be
sentient). Widespread observations of octopus as curious and exploratory
creatures have been confirmed by experimental work. Once octopuses have
solved a novel problem, they retain long-term memory of the solution. One study
found that octopuses retained knowledge of how to open a screw-top jar for at
least five months. They are also capable of mastering complex aquascapes,
conducting extensive foraging trips, and using visual landmarks to navigate.
Aquaculture depends on tightly controlled and monotonous environments,
with constant ambient conditions, simplified and sterile enclosures, and rigid
feeding schedules, aimed at supporting high stocking densities. Many octopus
species appear to be largely asocial and show little tolerance of other individuals
of the same species. Farming such species that, in addition, are carnivorous will
almost inevitably require that individuals be kept isolated in small containers,
with no scope for environmental enrichment and very poor overall well-being.
If octopuses of some species can be kept together in moderate numbers and
in larger enclosures with significant enrichment, this might mitigate some, though
not all, of the welfare problems.
Meanwhile, factory farming is a key part of a highly industrialized food system that
is both cruel to individual animals and environmentally unsustainable. Despite
efforts of animal welfare and environmental groups to redress these problems,
they are deeply embedded in the global food systems’ production technologies,
corporate profits, and patterns of consumer demand. Decoupling the ethical and
environmental consequences of food production from this system is a daunting
challenge, and it should lead us to ask whether we want to repeat mistakes already
made with terrestrial animals with aquatic animals, especially octopus.
Right now, the farming of octopus is constrained by the technology - it has
5
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been difficult to reliably keep animals alive through the early stages in their lives.
But with further investments, research, and testing, the technology may well
become available to farm octopus at an industrial scale. It is our hope that if
such an option does become practical, society will recognize the serious welfare
and environmental problems associated with such projects and octopus farming
will be discouraged or prevented. Better still would be for governments, private
companies, and academic institutions to stop investing in octopus farming now
and to instead focus their efforts on achieving a truly sustainable and
compassionate future for food production.
Jennifer Jacquet is an assistant professor in the Department of Environmental
Studies at New York University. Becca Franks is a visiting assistant professor in
the Department of Environmental Studies at New York University. Peter
Godfrey-Smith is a professor in the School of History and Philosophy of
Science at the University of Sydney. Walter Sánchez-Suárez is a postdoctoral
researcher in the School of Psychology at the University of Sussex.
This is an edited version of The Case Against Octopus Farming. It is reprinted
with permission from ISSUES IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, Jacquet, Franks,
Godfrey-Smith, Sánchez-Suárez, ‘The Case Against Octopus Farming,’ Winter
2019, p 37-44, the University of Texas at Dallas, Richardson, TX. The complete
version of the paper, with references links can be found on:
https://issues.org/the-case-against-octopus-farming/
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Wolf mom and cub, reproduced courtesy of Kyle Warner ©

“Wolf – once the world’s most widely distributed large predator,
it has now lost about one third of its original range, becoming extinct
in much of Western Europe and the United States and being
endangered in several other regions.”
The paradoxical extinction of the most charismatic animals, Franck
Courchamp, Ivan Jaric, Céline Albert,Yves Meinard, William J Ripple,
Guillaume Chapron.
Published PLOS Biology: 12 April 2018.
7

Quaker Concern for Animals

OTHER LIVES
ENCHANTED FORESTS
“All night I heard the small kingdoms
breathing around me, the insects,
and the birds who do their work in the darkness.”
From Sleeping in the Forest by Mary Oliver
who loved forests. (September 1935 - January 2019).
Trees support and affect our entire ecosystem, yet most of us know so little
about them and how they live and operate. Trees are significant in many of
the world’s mythologies and religions, perhaps because people in past ages
have been more closely connected to nature than we are today. But now
scientific and experiential investigations into the inner lives of trees are being
realised and communicated.The more we learn about them, the greater the
case for investing in greater understanding of these species and the need to
learn from, respect and support them in return.
In his magical book The Hidden Life of Trees, Peter Wohlleben invites us into
the astonishing, wondrous world of woodlands where social networks thrive,
where ‘mother trees’ care for youngsters, where partnerships are formed
between trees and fungi for mutual benefit, where warnings from species to
species are transmitted throughout forests, how the sick and struggling
members of woodland societies are cared for, and how trees feel pain. This is,
indeed, a land of enchantment.Through presenting the scientific and experiential
facts, Peter Wohlleben, a professional forester, describes how folklore and
literature has developed from trees but also how we human animals have
become so disassociated from the worlds of woods.This stops us in our tracks
and causes us to consider how badly we treat trees through violent destruction
of woods and forests, neglect and sheer ignorance.
Peter Wohlleben, who is also an ecologist and has since written The Inner Lives
of Animals, writes about tree language, friendship, forest etiquette, unity,
8
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community, immigrants, underground networks and, of course, threats. He
highlights the work of Dr Suzanne Simard, Professor of Forest Ecology at the
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, who “helped discover maternal
instincts in trees”. Dr Simard writes sensitively and poetically of trees as a
dynamic community in her Note from a Forest Scientist at the end of the book.
“…in the early 1990s …we unearthed a constellation of fungi linking manifold
tree species.The mycelial web…” (mycelium is the vegetative part of a fungus)
“…as we later discovered, was integral to the life of the forest.”
Dr Simard and her team went on to pioneer research into how trees converse,
including how fungus helps trees send warning signals about environmental
change, search for kin, transfer their nutrients to neighbouring plants before
they die, how tree species loan one another sugars as deficits occur within
seasonal changes, and how ‘mother trees’, the largest trees in forests, support
seedlings by ‘infecting them’ with fungi and supplying them the nutrients they
need to grow.
In an interview with journalist Diane Toomey in *Yale Environment 360, 1
September 2016, Dr Simard explained how she purposely uses ‘human’ language
like ‘mother trees’, ‘communication’, ‘forest wisdom’ and ‘networking’ to describe
findings: “…I opened my mind up and said we need to bring in human aspects
to this so that we understand deeper, more viscerally, what’s going on in these
living creatures, species that are not just these inanimate objects.
“Also, we as human beings can relate to this better. If we can relate to it, then
we’re going to care about it more. If we care about it more, then we’re going
to do a better job of stewarding our landscapes.”
Professor Simard is now researching how these vital communication networks
can be disrupted by environmental threats, not least climate change and logging.
The Hidden Lives of Trees, What They Feel, How They Communicate: Discoveries
from a Secret World, by Peter Wohlleben. First published in Germany. English
Translation © Jane Billinghurst
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* Yale Environment 360 (Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies) 1
September 2016
https://e360.yale.edu/features/exploring_how_and_why_trees_talk_to_each_other
“My hope is that the wolves’ stewardship of natural processes in Yellowstone
will help people appreciate the complex ways that trees interact with their
environment, how our interactions with forests affect their success, and
the role forests play in making our world the kind of place where
we want to live.” Peter Wohlleben,The Hidden life of Trees

Croft Castle in Herefordshire is home to a wealth of veteran trees. Photograph © Ann Johnson
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OTHER LIVES
OUR ANCIENT WOODLANDS
I own a tree in Oxleas Wood, South East London. I have a certificate to prove
it. Oxleas ancient woodland is part of a large natural area which includes
Jack Wood, Castle Wood and Shepherdleas Wood. Today it is designated a
Site of Special Scientific Interest and Local Nature Reserve.
In the late 1980s and early 1990 the woods were threatened with devastation by
a new road running from north to south, cutting a swathe through Oxleas and
Shepherdleas Woods and linking with the proposed East London River Crossing
across the Thames. A huge demonstration of public commitment to the woods
arose in the form of a well co-ordinated, long-running and ultimately successful
campaign which saved this remarkable green space and the wildlife it supports.
Concerned local citizens, such as myself, were invited to buy a tree to help the cause.
Today, in a built-up city suburb the woods remain. They provide a home for all
kinds of living beings and a huge variety of flowering plants, tree and shrubs.
many of them are known as ‘ancient woodland indicators’. A wondrous feature
of the wood is the number of rare wild service trees, of all ages, scattered
throughout.This term is given to unusual berry-bearing native trees which only
thrive on land which has never been cultivated - ie ancient woodland. This site
covers 77 hectares, is at least 8,000 years old and bears many different species.
The area is regarded by ecologists to be one of the most important woodlands
for wildlife in the whole of London.
The Friends of Oxleas Woodlands (FOW) was formed in late 2017 in
response to what the group saw as a growing threat to the woodlands from a
wide range of sources including dumped household and builders waste and
quad biking. FOW immediately adopted ‘The Charter for Trees, Woods and
People’ initiative launched by The Woodland Trust. The group fosters bonds
with the wider community and has linked with Greenwich Cruse and the
community mental health team, to explore ways of working together.The local
Men in Sheds group is constructing four Tawny Owl nesting boxes.
11
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It is heartening and emboldening to be reassured that change can be achieved
by the collective voice of motivated citizens. Groups of varied sizes around the
UK continue to campaign to protect their natural spaces, networking nationally
with other local groups. Save Newcastle Wildlife, for example, works relentlessly
in standing up for the green spaces around Newcastle. Established in 2015 in
response to growing threats to wildlife and green pockets in and around the
city, the group developed largely from the Save Gosforth Wildlife group which,
in 2011, was instrumental in overturning plans for 600 houses adjacent to
Gosforth Park Nature Reserve. The Sheffield Tree Action Group (STAG) wants
Sheffield City Council (SCC) to halt all non-essential tree felling operations until
the SCC commission, “…adopts and resources a robust evidence-based
Highway Tree Strategy, similar to those in place in other cities across the UK.”
The figures for tree felling in that city are staggering. The Group states that
Sheffield has approximately 36,000 street trees and, so far around 5500 trees
have been felled and another 500 are at immediate risk. STAG is campaigning
to halt the plan to fell a further 200 trees a year for the next 20 years.
“People can go to work one morning with a line of beautiful
trees on their road and come home to find them gone”
Alison Teal, Green Party councillor Sheffield
Among the national organisations which provide campaigning partnerships with
local groups are Friends of the Earth, Buglife The Woodland Trust and The
Wildlife Trusts - a movement made up of 406 Wildlife Trusts which are
independent charities that share a mission to save our wild places and bring
people closer to our living landscapes and oceans and the species within them.
Road building continues to pose a threat to our remaining countryside and
woodlands.The Campaign for Better Transport states on its website that it “…
never works alone, supporting hundreds of local groups and individuals around
the country.” Its Roads To Nowhere Campaign existsto influence both national and
local transport policies and spending plans, challenging the way traffic forecasts
are used to justify policies and demonstrating how thought-through transport
12
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spending on public transport, walking and cycling projects can be far better value.
The Campaign’s report Rising to the Challenge: a shared green vision for RIS2 (The
Road Investment Strategy) has been developed in partnership with sixteen other
environmental charities, setting out a joint green vision for the nation’s major
roads. It identifies three key priorities for RIS2: fix it first - focus on the roads we
have rather than building new ones; an integrated approach - redesign roads to
join up better with local transport, walking and cycling; environmental leadership
- deliver on CO2 emissions, air quality and biodiversity.
“They cannot continue to ride roughshod over our precious
habitats like this. We stand to lose not just the woodland but
the hundreds of species that call it home, and once it’s gone it’s gone
forever as no amount of replanting can compensate for the loss”
Abi Bunker, Director of Conservation & External Affairs, Woodland Trust
Ancient woodlands are areas which have had woodland cover for centuries
remaining relatively undisturbed by human activity.They are identified on maps
dating back to 1600 in England and Wales and 1750 in Scotland and are likely
to be even older, possibly linking back to prehistoric wildwood that existed in
the UK. Once vast, they now cover just two per cent of the UK. Each is unique
with its own local soil, environment, wildlife and cultural history. This, says the
Woodland Trust, makes them totally irreplaceable.
From deep underground in the soils, through the forest floor, the numerous
vegetative layers through to above the tree canopy, the many different and rare
species associated with these habitats interact with each other to create one of
the most dynamic and wildlife rich ecosystems in the UK. According to the Trust:
“Ancient woodland cannot be recreated, and if lost, we lose these beings too.”
The Trust cites the HS2 Rail Project as the biggest single threat to our ancient
woodlands. At time of writing, no less than 108 ancient woods are at risk from
both Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the project.These magical places with populations
of age-old and veteran trees are diverse, valuable, irreplaceable habitats that
provide a home for many rare species. The route for the final and longest
13
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section of the High Speed 2 rail-link, Phase 2b, runs in two prongs from
Birmingham to Leeds and Crewe to Manchester, delivering a devastating impact
on ancient woods and trees. 16.7 hectares of ancient woodland will be lost
from 19 ancient woods. This is apart from potentially unmapped ancient
woodland facing loss and the additional 11 ancient woods that would be
subjected to indirect damage. The single biggest loss of ancient woodland is at
Nor Wood, near Killamarsh, on the Derbyshire/South Yorkshire border.
More than 28,000 people have added their voice in opposing the destruction
of at least 19 ancient woodlands for Phase 2b of this “…environmentally caustic
project.” The Trust says this is the largest number of responses the charity has
seen for a campaign to protect woods under threat. The Trust continues to
press for the proposed route to be realigned or for tunnelling to be considered
in order to save the unique, exceptional habitats currently at risk.
According to the People’s Trust for Endangered Species, (PTES) Wood pasture
is recognised as a UK priority habitat but is under-represented among
protected sites. Wood pasture is facing many threats including development,
overuse, conversion to arable farmland, climate change and fragmentation. One
of the overarching threats to this habitat is actually lack of awareness. The
habitat has been historically understudied and undervalued. This means a lot
of people aren’t familiar with it as a habitat at all, not to mention the value to
wildlife it quietly sustains.
In 2014 Natural England published an inventory of wood pasture sites across
England, but this work was not validated until PTES launched a pilot survey in
Suffolk in April 2017. PTES asked local volunteers to test the survey, recording
the extent and condition of Suffolk’s existing wood pasture and parkland areas.
The results helped refine the survey for wider use across England.
PTES hopes the survey will raise the profile of this habitat, helping ensure its
survival for future generations.
In May 2018, the Wood Pasture and Parkland Network (WPPN) was
launched. The WPPN is a group of specialist organisations (14 partners
14
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Crab spiders can cleverly alter their body colour to
match the leaf or flower on which they sit hiding them
from their prey. Image © protected Woodland Trust.

currently) keen to promote wood
pasture and parkland as a habitat
with extraordinary value for
biodiversity, heritage, landscape and
culture. The group’s focus is to
increase understanding of our
incredible habitat and promote
best practice management. In May
the WPPN produced a series of
five short, informative videos to
raise awareness of this ecologically
rich yet overlooked habitat

Briddlesford Woods is the largest remaining ancient semi-natural woodland on
the Isle of Wight and is one of the few places in the UK where endangered
dormice and red squirrels can both be found. Two species of rare bat also
breed there. The site is also of interest for its insect and plant life. One of the
most important features of the woodland plant life is the abundance of narrowleaved lungwort. This species is restricted in Britain to ancient woodlands on
the shores and tributaries of the Solent. There are occasionally opportunities
to join a PTES guided walk around Briddlesford.
Plantlife is the British conservation charity which works nationally and
internationally to save threatened wild flowers, plants and fungi. It owns nearly
4,500 acres of nature reserve across England, Scotland and Wales where over
80 per cent of the UK’s wild flowers are to be found. Plantlife’s Building
Resilience project is focusing in the Atlantic woodlands of Devon, Somerset
and Cornwall. The charity has identified these Atlantic woodlands as one of
Britain and Ireland’s most important habitats which, like any rainforest, provides
a home to a vast diversity of plant life, inspiring generations of writers, poets
and painters including Wordsworth and Coleridge. The National Lottery
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has now awarded Plantlife £433,700 to deliver
the project over three and a half years.
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“Everyone needs somewhere to live, including bugs” - Buglife
Invertebrates - animals without backbones - make up the great majority of
animal life, with 40,000 species in Britain alone and many millions on Earth.
Invertebrates are crucial for a healthy planet and humans. Our food, birds, fish
and flowers would not exist without bugs. Invertebrates shore up life on earth
and without them the world’s ecosystems would collapse.
The *recent report on the global insect decline was a wake-up call. Buglife’s
latest project Back From the Brink seeks to prevent the extinction of threatened
species in England. The charity is working with landowners, land managers,
volunteers and communities as a coalition for action to complete the £7.7
million programme of work needed to give threatened species a hopeful future.
By pooling expertise and developing new ways of working Buglife aims to put
over 100 priority species on the road to recovery by 2020.
Buglife describes how woodlands are one of the richest and most diverse
habitats for invertebrates, with a large number of woodland-specialist species.
Yet there are very many practices which threaten mixed, native woods,
including clearance for agriculture, roads and other developments,
abandonment of traditional management practices and the growth of invasive,
non-native species such as rhododendrons.
Unsympathetic forest management such as removing ancient trees and deadwood,
and the destruction/drainage of ponds and seepages also reduces biodiversity.
Dead wood is an essential component of woodland ecosystems and, because of
excessive human tidiness, invertebrate species that rely on dead wood are now
among the most threatened in Britain.
Managing woodland for invertebrates also benefits many other organisms and
underpins woodland biodiversity. Intensive forestry management has perpetuated
vast non-native conifer plantations, monocultures which lack structural variance and
the understorey vegetation that supports invertebrates and other wildlife. Old trees
with well-developed moss and lichen cover provide perfect homes for many species.
16
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Until recently, the rare and globally threatened Blue ground beetle was thought
to be confined to just handful of UK sites in Devon and Cornwall. Recent
surveys have found it to be present in Coed Maesmelin - a relatively untouched
ancient oak woodland in Skewen, Neath Port Talbot owned and managed by
The Woodland Trust (Coed Cadw). Until its discovery at Coed Maesmelin, it
had never been recorded in Wales. The discovery of a further site for Blue
ground beetle is thanks to the keen observations of a Skewen resident who
found a dead beetle in his garden. Funded by the National Lottery, the ‘Blue
Gound Beetle Project’ led Buglife Cymru, and in partnership with The
Woodland Trust (Coed Cadw), will deliver habitat management work at Coed
Maesmelin to improve habitat conditions.
Ann Johnson, Ross-on-Wye Local Meeting
*Worldwide decline of the entomofauna: A review of its drivers, Francisco
Sanchez-Bayo, Kris A G Wyckhuys. Published in Science Direct:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320718313636
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POETRY

There were dark leaves spread out
There were dark leaves spread out
so that the air between shone
as it narrowed, stretched, shivered.
A bird, never catching its breath,
sang invisibly, not hidden
yet not to be seen by me,
and from the gravel by my foot
a darker-than-red, a crimson
poppy swayed on a thin stalk.
It seemed we were all - tree
and air and bird and poppy and
gravel even - composing together
a secret no one of us
could know, not one escape.
Which breathes itself in us.

Anne Cluysenaar
© From Migrations (2011) Cinnamon Press
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OTHER LIVES
SNAKES NEED TO STRETCH
The popularity of reptiles kept as pets is burgeoning. Although figures are
hard to come by, it’s thought there could be about two million snakes kept
as pets in the UK. Yet, despite years of accumulated objective information
on snake biology and welfare, shamefully the UK government continues to
deny in law the ability - the right - for snakes to fully extend their bodies.
All known species of snake naturally stretch out. So important is stretching out
that there are at least 22 conditions of stress, injury, and disease associated
with snakes being confined in small enclosures. It is inconceivable that it is legal
to confine snakes to small encloses such as tanks. Yet this is legal in the UK,
writes Clifford Warwick.
Snakes have five well-known movement styles: ‘rectilinear’ (straight-line),
‘concertina’ (straight, then bent, then straight, and so on), ‘sidewinding’ (diagonal
then straight then bent, then straight etc.), ‘serpentine lateral undulation’ (typical
‘snaking’ motion), ‘sliding behavior’ (like descending a drainpipe upside-down),
and ‘flying’ (air gliding from tree-to-tree).
All these styles involve frequent periods of straight or near straight line body
postures, and such postures are also commonly adopted during rest. Also, all
known species of snake naturally stretch out. So important is stretching out
that there are at least 22 conditions of stress, injury, and disease associated
with snakes being confined in small enclosures. For decades, the best evidence,
including reptile-specific scientific and veterinary reports, has made clear the
need for snakes to straighten their bodies as an essential welfare element.
Unsurprisingly, the UK government’s Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (Defra) which deals with animal welfare, long possessed this snake
information, as well as specific high-level guidance from the British Veterinary
Zoological Society - one of the UK’s leading veterinary groups, the RSPCA,
Britain’s biggest animal welfare organisation, the Animal Protection Agency, and
19
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independent experts. All this expert information implied the same thing snakes require the ability to straighten and ‘stretch’ their bodies to maintain
comfort and/or health. Accordingly, for the first time under the 2006 Animal
Welfare Act, snakes were to be formally allowed the somewhat modest
provision of cages as long as their bodies when fully straightened - the so-called
‘1 x snake length’ provision.
But, despite years of accumulated objective information on snake biology and
welfare, the ‘1 x snake length’ provision vanished furtively almost overnight from
the rulebook because the UK government chose wildlife trade over welfare. On
this snake story, that is the ‘long and short’ of it - and this is the ‘how and why’ of it!
Even though better housing for snakes was on the horizon, more substance
was given to the government’s civil servants to underscore the importance of
the ‘1 x snake length’ provision. Towards this, Defra was sent the world’s
definitive scientific reference guidance on animal husbandry published weeks
prior to their own unscientific guidelines.
To some (though not many), that might sound reasonable, despite a (then)
current invitation being in circulation for animal welfare groups to comment
on the government’s draft regulations. Reasonable, that is, until one learns that
Defra deleted the snake welfare provision weeks after receiving the new and
genuine evidence-based information, and just days before formal publication.
Pressed for answers, Defra replied that they had been sent late stage
‘information’ from the “herpetocultural and veterinary literature which found
that many snakes did not need to be accommodated in an enclosure 1x their
length.” And who sent this undoubtedly false ‘intelligence’? Defra confirmed the
source to be a single reptile trade representative!
If that failure in duty of care in objective decision making wasn’t bad enough,
then further questions to Defra certainly proved to be. It transpired that there
never was any ‘herpetocultural and veterinary literature’ provided to the Defra
officials - none. Unless that is, one believes ‘herpetocultural and veterinary
literature’ to mean one typed letter from a pet trade veterinarian protesting
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that enclosures allowing snakes to straighten their bodies would be
unnecessary! Absolute nonsense, of course, and of course there’s more of this
nonsense - Defra also admitted to deleting the welfare provision without
consulting the stakeholder group that previously agreed on its inclusion.
More to the point- and this is what got Defra interested in the first place- the
trade-veterinarian was concerned about the impact that giving snakes more
space would have on the industry. Currently, dealers keep thousands of snakes
cramped into ‘Tupperware’ draws or ‘racks’ and changing that is bad for business.
In fact, where businesses sell to other businesses, Defra lowered the bar still
further by exempting traders from any cage sizing at all.
‘Impact on business’ was probably all the motivation Defra needed to take
away this basic ability for a snake to stretch out. Is the UK’s ‘environment and
animal welfare department’ (Defra, or just its officials) now so lackadaisical
about evidential quality that a complaint about ‘too big cages’ by a wildlife tradefriendly vet can be suitably balanced against a raft of scientific reports to the
contrary? Or has Defra slid further into the hands of vested interest coercion?
Or is some instructional bias in favour of the wildlife trading industry being
handed down from Defra’s Secretary of State?
Bizarrely, although the Animal Welfare Act is often hailed as a model for others
to follow, the UK now actually trails many other countries’ conditions for animal
housing, including for snakes. Worse, and contrary to Defra’s claim of needing
to consider the impact of welfare provisions on trade practices, there is no
such principle in law or obligation under the Animal Welfare Act to consider
welfare ‘impact’ against the wants of industry in this way. For now, at least, snakes
will continue to suffer in cramped conditions as long as the government’s own
snakes hold out in the grass.
Clifford adds: I am pleased to report publication of our latest article: ‘Spatial
considerations for captive snakes’, which appears in the Journal of Veterinary
Behaviour: Clinical Applications and Research. This report constitutes the primary
review and research paper to investigate spatial issues for captive snakes, and
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firmly dismisses preceding notions about snakes as sedentary animals with little
need for space.
The full reference is as follows:
Warwick C, Arena P & Steedman C (2019) Spatial considerations for captive
snakes, Journal of Veterinary Behaviour: Clinical Applications and Research, 30:3748. Online link: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jveb.2018.12.006
“We considered that if the 1x snake length was applied then the impact on
businesses would result in the complete replacement of existing snake
accommodation in most, if not all, commercial premises. This would have a
serious impact on small businesses. Without the appropriate evidence to
support such a change it was considered that this could not be justified.”
Letter to Clifford Warwick from Defra 18 January 2019
Clifford Warwick, PGDipMedSci CBiol CSci EurProBiol FOCAE FRSB is a
medical scientist and consultant biologist. He has been a field investigator of
the wildlife trade and has produced around 150 publications in animal biology
and human medicine. We thank Clifford for giving his permission to reproduce
this article which was first posted in Psychology Today, 25 September 2018.

This python photographed at a ‘pet fair’ attempts
rectilinear motion: python.
Image © ProWildlife/Animal Protection Agency).
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THE RISE IN SNAKES AS PETS
The number of reptiles kept as pets is increasing, as is the rise in calls to,
and collections by the RSPCA relating to reptiles. The charity states that
this demonstrates the need to address issues associated with reptile
ownership.The RSPCA has researched the acquisition of reptiles through
mystery shopping and in-depth interviews with beginner reptile owners,
both in person and online.
This research has revealed that, with beginner owners, it is common for
one reptile to have multiple owners in their lifetime. As a reptile moves
from owner to owner, the care information provided at the transfer of
ownership is further diluted.The same kind of situation exists with other
exotics kept as pets such as parrots and also primates. It is still legal in
the UK to keep a monkey as a pet.
The charity found that online care information for reptiles is “…often
contradictory, variable in quality and inconsistent in message, making it
very hard for someone with little or no prior knowledge of reptiles to
work out where to start.” Consequently, very many try to care for the
reptile, but without confirmation as to whether or not the information
they have accessed is correct.
The full report, Understanding the Motivations of Reptile Owners, together with
care sheets for reptiles and other exotic pets, which can be downloaded
from the website, can be found on: https://www.rspca.org.uk/home
“The APA has long argued that snakes, like any other animals, need to
fully stretch their bodies for their wellbeing. The tired old claims by
those who peddle and keep snakes that these animals do not need
spacious environments as an essential component of their welfare have
been fully put to rest by this study.” Elaine Toland, director,
Animal Protection Agency. https://www.apa.org.uk/
23

Quaker Concern for Animals

ANIMAL CLASSICS

Carl Safina, photograph © Ines Dura, perunature.com

“Facts alone can’t save the world. Hearts can. Hearts must.
We’re working to make sure that hearts do.”
Chris Lord reviews Beyond Words:What Animals Think and Feel by Carl Safina.
The Quaker Green politician Rupert Read once told me that he gets through
boring meetings by imagining the participants stark naked and preening each
other like apes. After reading Carl Safina’s book (available in many editions; first
published in 2015) I too have been seeing the behaviour of my fellow humans,
including myself, as strikingly similar to that of the animals he writes about. I
tend to define as ‘great’ any book or film which makes me think differently,
which rewires me, so this book, according to that definition, is a ‘great’ book.
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Safina is passionate about conservation. He founded and runs the Safina Center,
in his words “…a unique collective which is the creative end of the
conservation-group spectrum. Facts alone can’t save the world. Hearts can.
Hearts must. We’re working to make sure that hearts do.” And he seems to
be doing just this, making a difference. He’s written many books, presented TV
series, and written for publications like the Guardian. His TED talk, “What are
animals thinking and feeling?”, has been viewed over two million times, and is a
great place to pick up quickly the book’s message. And for Quakers, his
enthusiasm for engaging with creativity and the emotions, and even, if
occasionally and with caution, the spiritual, gives his book a special resonance.
My expectations were high - the Washington Post trumpets: “Once in a long
while, a book is published that felicitously combines lambent writing with
dazzling facts, while also illuminating our knowledge….Beyond Words by Carl
Safina…is one of these exemplary books”, and, across the top of the book’s
front cover, the New York Review of Books proclaims “Along with Darwin’s Origin
of Species and Richard Dawkins’s Selfish Gene, Beyond Words marks a major
milestone in our evolving understanding of our place in nature.” I’m too
ignorant of the field to judge these claims, but, if the book’s effect on me is
evidence, they may well have substance.
The book itself is cleverly constructed for maximal effect. It’s in four sections elephants, wolves, theory and whales.The three species-sections are fascinating
accounts of these animals’ lifestyles and behaviour, which bring out Safina’s thesis
that nonhuman animals have inner lives much more like our own than we think.
His approach is to see animals as named individuals, not just anonymous
performers of social roles: his question to them is “WHO are you?”. Safina
cleverly uses these beautifully written eye-witness accounts of wild animals as
bait - the reader is willingly seduced into more technical areas. These sections
of the book are full of painfully sad details of how animals have suffered, and
are suffering, from the ignorance and greed of humans, but our inevitable
despair is counterbalanced by the sheer scale, variety and power of his
revelations about animal behaviour, thought and personality.
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The third section, on theory, is in some ways the book’s core. His chief target
is academia’s alleged blindness in dealing with the question of whether nonhumans have a ‘theory of mind’. (This phrase, in its technical sense, is about
whether a being has an awareness of another being’s thoughts - whether it can
take decisions based on calculations of what the other guy might be thinking.)
Safina is impatient with academic philosophers, claiming that the answer to this
question is so obviously ‘yes’ that it’s daft to ask it: from a sandpiper tricking a
pursuing peregrine, to his own dog rolling over to ask for a tummy stroke, his
examples are many and various.
An elephant took a wounded woman to the shade of a tree and guarded her all
night. Bottle-nosed dolphins have rescued humans in difficulty on the water,
including circling and bringing back to land an eighteen-year old girl who’d
attempted suicide (she lived).
Safina packs his book with examples of incredible behaviours from individual
animals - I have highlighted so many in my copy that I don’t know where to start.
Two captive killer whales puzzled observers by, in the hour between dawn and
the actual sunrise, squirting water and licking a small spot on the inside glass of
their tank, near the water line. Then someone noticed that the sun’s first rays
hit that spot exactly. And parrots give their chicks individual, phonically
differentiated, names.
There are three main areas where Safina uses real-life examples to push our
understanding of animal minds: sympathy, art, and what I can only call telepathy.
This last, ‘telepathy’, is something Safina himself, as a scientist, is unhappy about,
and leaves as implied, not directly stated: he doesn’t want to reach certain
conclusions, and seeks alternative explanations. Some dolphins used to regularly
swim round a researchers’ boat; one day they approached but stayed at a
distance, and didn’t do their usual frolicking; no one could work out why, until
the news came up from below that one of the people on board had died.

26

Spring 2019

Safina posits three degrees of fellow-feeling: empathy - feeling the same emotion
as another: ‘you feel fear, so I feel fear’; sympathy - being aware of, but not oneself
feeling, another’s emotion:‘you are clearly in pain; I can’t share that, but understand
what you are going through’; and compassion - actively seeking to reduce
another’s pain. He provides ample evidence that animals do all three. An elephant
took a wounded woman to the shade of a tree and guarded her all night. Bottlenosed dolphins have rescued humans in difficulty on the water, including circling
and bringing back to land an eighteen-year old girl who’d attempted suicide (she
lived). And killer whales (which are in fact dolphins - the world’s largest) have
rescued dogs who were drowning after trying to swim to their masters, and have
guided research boats lost in fog for miles back to their base.
As for art, whales clearly have artistically playful minds. My final example involves
a pool cleaner and a bottle-nosed dolphin. The cleaner was having a cigarette
break; a baby dolphin watched, went to mummy, suckled, came back, and
squirted milk out to create a cloud of ‘smoke’ around her head, like that around
the cleaner.
Beyond Words is extremely readable, and very well produced (it has a great
index and is fully referenced). And it is exceedingly important.
Chris Lord, Wandsworth Local Meeting
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REMEMBERING
SHINING A LIGHT ON THE FORGOTTEN
Freedom for Animals campaigns for captive nonhuman animals in zoos,
aquariums, in mobile zoos and other entertainment industries.Through their
Shine a Light campaign they tell the stories of some of the individuals they
have come across in their campaigning work.The following six animals, some
of whom have been rescued from former lives bereft of the opportunity to
exhibit their natural behaviour, others who have suffered through neglect,
not least due to inadequate animal welfare laws, are representatives of many
others they know exist in the UK but may not be aware of as individuals.
Freedom for Animals works to improve life for those beings who “…become
lost in the numbers, just one of a group of fish, birds or other animals spending
their days in tanks and cages. Very few have their story told and their life
experience shared, their lives are hidden in the shadows. In order to be able
to work for the rights of these animals, we need people to know them and
connect with them as individuals. We shine a light on these individuals by sharing
their stories.”
Josh the capuchin monkey was a victim
of the pet trade. It is still legal in the UK
to keep primates as ‘pets’. His origins are
unknown. As a wild animal he would have
found life in a human household very
confusing and, as he grew older and
started to behave like an adult monkey,
his natural behaviour became difficult to
cope with. As a pet he was re-homed
four times and, after attacking his final
‘owner’ Josh was sent to the Tweddle
Farm zoo and petting centre.

Josh, kept as a ‘pet’ before rescue © Wild
Futures

During a Freedom for Animals undercover investigation into the living
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conditions for animals at the zoo, Josh was found living alone, rocking from side
to side and so mentally disturbed that he had chewed off the end of his tail.
He had lived like this for three years with lack of proper care and being fed
junk food such as lollipops and cake. Following the closure of the farm Josh
was re-homed in 2010 at the Wild Futures Monkey Sanctuary.
On arrival he saw another capuchin for the first time in over a decade. He has
now become a successful leader of a small group of capuchin monkeys, forming
a special bond with Gizzie, a female capuchin of his age.
Sasha the meerkat was put to work in the mobile
zoo industry. She was kept locked inside a small,
dark cage, sitting in her own faeces and surrounded
by the bodies of dead chicks which were thrown
to her to eat by her ‘owners’. Her cage was one of
many stacked on top and around her in a dark, cold
room. The cages and crates held other ‘exotic’
animals, some of whom were sick and injured.
Sasha and her companions were exploited in the
name of entertainment and ‘education’, travelling
before rescue © Freedom
around the country to events such as parties, Sasha
for Animals
others involving school children and adults, who
would handle her, take photos with her and who had no idea of how she was
kept day to day.
Thanks to a whistle blower, Freedom for Animals was able to take action and the
premises of this company were raided by the RSPCA and the police.They found
animals living in filthy, cramped rooms, in their own faeces and without electricity
or food. Nearly 70 animals including coatis, genets, owls, parrots, snapping turtles,
tortoises, snakes, Harris hawks, meerkats, cotton-top tamarins, a porcupine and
an armadillo were removed to safety. The ‘owner,’ Stephen Rowlands, who
appeared with animals on television chat shows, was convicted of 34 offences
under the Animal Welfare Act, was fined and given a suspended sentence.
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Freedom for Animals explains: ”Meerkats come from Africa. In the wild they
live in large social groups in extensive burrow systems and share the
responsibility of being look-out for predators, caring for the young and foraging
for food. Sasha was denied this life and instead was forced to endure a life of
deprivation.”
It is estimated there are more than 150 mobile zoos operating in the country
holding around 3000 animals. Sasha is featured in the Quaker Concern for
Animals free briefing leaflet, Mobile Zoos - Don’t be a party to animal suffering.
See the Resources link on our website.
Lulu the green sea turtle, a victim of the
aquarium industry, has been in captivity
for almost her entire life - nearly 80 years.
In 1940, while still a tiny turtle hatchling,
it is believed she was stolen from the
ocean, along with two other turtles, by a
TV advertising agency, to appear in an
advertisement for soap. As is for the case
for animals used in advertising, they often
end up in zoos. Since then she has lived Lulu, nearly 80, was born in the wild, like the
in three aquariums, on display for human turtle shown here.
entertainment, each tank incredibly small
and barren compared to the vast oceans she was born to roam.
Lulu spent her first 30 years at London Zoo. She was then transported with
three other turtles to the Blackpool Tower aquarium where she lived for
another 30 years. Having outgrown their space, the three were eventually given
a little more space to swim in at Brighton Sea Life centre but for such a huge
turtle it was still pitiful.
Green turtles are the second largest species of turtle and can grow up to four
foot in length. They live very long lives and can lay thousands of eggs. There is
no way a man-made tank can ever provide for such a magnificent animal. In
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the wild Lulu would have undergone long migrations for hundreds, even
thousands of miles between her feeding grounds and the beaches where she
would have lain eggs. She would have used her incredible adaptations to
navigate these vast distances and always be able to find her way back to the
same beach every season. In captivity she circles the same restricted space
again and again with no chance to explore her natural world.
In May 2018 Lulu, aged 79, was returned to Blackpool and her companion
Gulliver was sent to Sea Life Birmingham (“on holiday” according to Brighton)
returning to Brighton this spring. For the sake of making an advertisement Lulu
was doomed to spend nearly 80 blunted years in captivity and will never make
it back to the wild. Today, an estimated 79 per cent of animals are taken from
the wild to stock aquariums in the UK.
For decades sea turtles have suffered due to hunting, over harvesting of their eggs,
loss of nesting beaches and pollution. Add to that stolen from the ocean for the
aquarium to serve the zoo/aquarium industry. Fishing continues to pose a danger
with thousands of sea turtles accidentally caught in nets and other equipment
every year.Today, green sea turtles are classified as an endangered species.
In 1969, orphaned elephant Kate was
born in India in the wild. At around two
years old she arrived in the UK for a
lifetime in the zoo. It is unclear what
happened to her parents but she would
have suffered great trauma in being
separated from them, and her herd. A
zookeeper from Blackpool Zoo was sent
to India to buy wild elephants and Kate
and her friend Crumple were forced to Kate, purchased in India. Photograph
Freedom for Animals
endure a long sea trip to England, an
unnatural and no doubt terrifying experience for a wild elephant.

©

Kate was held at Chester Zoo until she was moved to the newly opened
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Blackpool Zoo. There she remains to this day. She has endured a caged life for
over 40 long years, forced to endure crowds of people day in and day out.
At the zoo the elephants were made to perform circus-style tricks in order to please
the paying public. For this the zookeepers used metal goads and electric prods to
control them. In 1998 Freedom for Animals infiltrated a special training session held
at the zoo by an animal trainer of the time. We filmed elephants being forced to lift
their feet and heads, hold sticks in their mouths and jabbed with elephant hooks in
the shoulder and head.These circus-style ‘performances’ eventually came to an end,
thanks in part to pressure from animal welfare advocates.
Tragically, in 2009 Kate’s life-long companion Crumple was euthanised after
suffering from severe arthritis. Kate’s only connection to her wild home was gone.
Freedom for Animals says: “What pain she has endured over the years, over
the decades, will never be known to us. What we do believe is that she should
never have been there in the first place. If she had spent her life as a free
elephant, not one locked up and confined in a zoo, then Kate could have spent
her days roaming grasslands and tropical forests.”
The keeping of elephants in zoos is a highly contentious issue worldwide. Zoos
have been found to sell elephants to ‘entertainment’ companies and some zoos
are ceasing to keep elephants altogether and sending their existing elephants
to spacious sanctuaries.The NonHuman Rights Project continues to legally fight
for elephant ‘personhood’.
Zaire the gorilla has been in captivity for over 40 years. When she was born
in 1974 she was already the property of Jersey Zoo. Her mother Nandi was
tragically taken from the wild for captivity. Her father Jambo was already a born
captive. Zaire spent her first 10 years on display at Jersey Zoo. She was then
transported to London Zoo where she met male gorilla Kumba. The two
formed a bond. Tragically, their first infant died in childbirth but together they
had a daughter Kamili. Kamili was eventually taken away from them to be put
on display at Belfast Zoo.
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In 2000 Kumba died. Afterwards Zaire
was filmed regurgitating her food and reeating it, an eating disorder commonly
found in captive gorillas caused by the
stress of captivity. The zoo admitted that
she was grieving but tried to explain away
her behaviour by saying she did it as she
“likes the taste”. Zaire has now lived at
London Zoo for thirty years.
Zaire: living in captivity for over 40 years.
Photograph © Freedom for Animals

The zoo tells its visitors that Zaire is well
looked after. They say that keeping gorillas
like Zaire in captivity assists the survival of her species. What they do not say is
that she is suffering for her captivity, that she has little hope of making it back to
the wild, that she can never escape her cage. Gorillas live in the mountain forests
in Africa with their babies, families and friends, If Zaire lived a natural life she would
make a nest in the trees each night to sleep in, falling asleep to the sounds of the
forest. Instead, she sleeps in a glass room. She does not see the stars as the lights
from the city she lives in light up the sky, even at night.There is no forest for Zaire.

Nigel the Puma has spent his life in the
‘entertainment’ industry. As a youngster
he worked for Amazing Animals, who
supply animals for use in the TV and
media industry, animal roadshows, private
parties and weddings. The animals are
‘trained’ to perform for human
amusement and are housed at Heythrop
private zoo. Their website offers an
enormous number and variety of animals
to choose from - a hippo, a giraffe, Nigel: victim of the media industry.
Photograph © Freedom for Animals
monkeys, iguanas, birds of prey, bears,
camels, wolves, fish, alligators, horses, snakes, zebras, spiders, the big cats and
many more…
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Freedom for Animals has investigated Amazing Animals and filmed lions and tigers
being made to perform in circus-style shows - standing on podiums, standing on
their back legs and roaring for the crowds. Amazing Animals eventually gave Nigel
to Lincolnshire Wildlife Park. He is slowly going blind and the zoo states this is
why he was given to them. Nigel’s disorder has saved him from a long life of
performance in front of the camera but he still spends his days on display.
Freedom for Animals says: “Animals used in the media are often described as
‘actors’ as though this is a life they chose to lead. But animals like Nigel would
never choose this sorry existence, they are forced into it by an industry that
makes money out of animal exploitation. If Nigel had been a free-roaming puma
his range would be the greatest of any large terrestrial mammal in the Western
Hemisphere, from the Canadian Yukon to the southern Andes of South America.
Yet Nigel and others like him in similar circumstances will never roam free.”
Links: Freedom for Animals: https://www.freedomforanimals.org.uk/
Wild Futures: https://www.wildfutures.org

A chimp has fun with a T-shirt at Monkey World Ape Rescue Centre in Dorset. The sanctuary is home
to over 250 rescued and endangered primates who are rehabilitated into natural living groups. Photograph
© Ann Johnson.
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SANCTUARY
HERCULES AND LEO
Sanctuary is life-changing for the nonhuman chimpanzee clients of the
Nonhuman Rights Project (NhRP). When they are imprisoned in
experimental laboratories, they suffer the way any autonomous being would
when deprived of all choice and anything resembling a natural life.
Hercules and Leo were the first nonhuman animals in the world to have a
habeas corpus hearing. The story of their suffering was brought out of the
shadows through hard fought litigation the NhRP brought on their behalf in
2015. The pair now enjoy their autonomy at the Project Chimps 236-acre
sanctuary in the Blue Ridge Mountains. The sanctuary provides a forested, sixacre habitat in which former research chimpanzees can forage, climb and play
with no caging overhead. So far 59 chimpanzees are in residence and the
Project eventually expects to house 200. Currently the oldest chimp in the
sanctuary is Alex who spent 34 years in various research facilities before being
retired permanently to Project Chimps. (You can see Alex’s photograph, along
with all the other rescued chimps, on the Project Chimps website.)
Project Chimps is able to provide these primates with choices they never had
in the laboratory: they can choose to go outside and forage in the six-acre
Peachtree Habitat, to climb a tree and to look up at the sky; they can choose
their own healthy foods and their friends.
NhRP Director of Government Relations Courtney Fern and Executive
Director Kevin Schneider recently visited Project Chimps and were happy to
witness how, after years spent as research subjects in a basement lab, Hercules
and Leo are flourishing.
Leo was born on 31 August 2006 and Hercules was born on 19 November
2006. When they were only two, they were leased to a New York lab, where
they were forced to walk upright in a study of locomotion. After medical testing
was finally banned on chimpanzees and after much media attention about their
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plight, the pair were returned to the New Iberia Research Center then eventually
retired to their forever home at Project Chimps on 21 March 2018. Leo and
Hercules had never been able to play with and learn from other young male
chimps so they were gradually integrated into a social group with seven other
young male chimpanzees - Kennedy, Binah, Ray, Danner, Jacob, Oscar and Kivuli.
Founded in 1996 by attorney Steven M Wise, the Nonhuman Rights Project
works to secure legally recognized fundamental rights for nonhuman animals
through litigation, advocacy, and education. NhRP continues to labour on behalf
of other captive animals including elephants, great apes, dolphins and whales. In
addition to their cases in the US, they have started to help set up a
collaboration with legal working groups in England, Spain, France, Sweden, Finland,
Switzerland, Portugal, Argentina, Israel, Turkey, India, and Australia to develop
nonhuman rights campaigns suited to the respective legal systems of each country.
In the meantime, NhRP continues its legal fight for freedom and sanctuary for
its elephant clients Beulah, Karen and Minnie “…imprisoned and exploited for
decades as part of a travelling circus based in Goshen, Connecticut called the
Commerford Zoo” and Happy, who lives a solitary life in Bronx Zoo.
https://www.nonhumanrights.org/
https://projectchimps.org

Leo, above left, and Hercules safe at Project Chimps. Photos © Crystal Alba/Project Chimps
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INDIA’S FIRST ELEPHANT HOSPITAL
Wildlife SOS has opened India’s very first Elephant Hospital to enable
injured, ailing and geriatric elephants throughout India to receive the
care and love they need in a state-of-the-art facility.
Since its inception in 1995, Wildlife SOS has worked to save wild animals
throughout India, rescuing every being from bears to crocodiles and
cobras. Since 2008 and with the help of State Forest Departments, they
have rescued 26 elephants from “heart-breaking” conditions in circuses
and temples, and from street begging and highway accidents. The
elephants have been taken to Wildlife SOS centres - the Elephant
Conservation and Care Center (ECCC) in Mathura and the Elephant
Rescue Centre in Yamunanagar, for short-term medical treatment, longterm rehabilitation and a lifetime of respect and care.
With every captive elephant rescue, the organisation has witnessed
distressing sights – elephants with bodies weakened from improper
nutrition, delicate feet riddled with wounds, the socially isolated and the
psychologically traumatized. Many have ongoing medical problems that
have been left untreated for years. Sometimes they need emergency care
after accidents with trucks or cars while working along busy highways
and roads. Even after rehabilitation, these elephants remain dependent
on humans for their day-to-day activities which is why a dedicated team
of veterinarians and trained staff works around the clock to cater to their
needs.
Evolving in understanding of the medical issues faced by elephants in
captivity and learning the latest veterinary techniques and developments
in the medical field has enabled Wildlife SOS to now provide the best
medical care available. This new hospital boasts the latest facilities
including wireless digital radiological capabilities, ultrasound, laser therapy,
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an in-house pathology lab and a medical hoist for comfortably lifting
disabled elephants and moving them around the treatment area. The
hospital is equipped with special quarters for overnight treatment and
observation.
To help protect elephants visit: https://wildlifesos.org/
For information on their campaign to protect elephants in tourism visit:
http://www.refusetoride.org

Gajraj at the new elephant hospital. Gajraj was rescued in 2017 after nearly 70 years as a temple
elephant in Maharashtra. He arrived at the Elephant Conservation and Care Center with
numerous ailments including a broken bone in his toe, multiple abscesses and his feet were in
extremely poor condition. Initially scared and nervous, Gajraj slowly recovered. Photograph
©Wildlife SOS.
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INDUSTRIAL FISHING
OPERATION ByCatch

Sea Shepherd France President Lamya Essemlali with a banner on the Sam Simon: “Thousands of
dolphins like this one are killed every year in France so you can eat fish.”
Photograph: © Tara Lambourne/Sea Shepherd.

“Not enough people make the link between their fish consumption and the
fact that we are destroying the sea, with no respect for marine life as a whole
and no consideration for future generations.” - Lamya Essemlali, President,
Sea Shepherd France.
From January through to March an average of 6,000 dolphins are killed each
year on France’s west coast by large industrial trawlers and vessels fishing in
pairs (nets dragged between two trawlers). That number could be as high as
10,000 according to the Pelagis Observatory, based in La Rochelle. Experts at
the Observatoire Pelegis, a marine research station at La Rochelle, have said
the dead mammals showed “extreme levels of mutilation”.
Since February, the international direct-action ocean conservation movement
Sea Shepherd has been patrolling the French Atlantic Coast, in its vessel
the M/Y Sam Simon, to monitor the fisheries responsible for catching dolphins
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in a campaign called Operation ByCatch. They were able to record footage
including that of a dolphin captured by two French trawlers off the coast of
Lacanau. The two boats, Native 2 and La Roumasse, were using a huge pelagic
trawling method that deploys a huge funnel-shaped net in the water between
two vessels. This is known to be non-selective and particularly destructive on
the spawning grounds of the sea bass where dolphins swim.
After following Native 2 and La Roumasse for a few hours without them
releasing the dolphin into the water, Sea Shepherd’s ship crossed the floating
body of a smaller dolphin showing traces of nets and hooks. “We decided to
bring this dolphin ashore and expose it to passers-by to alert them to what is
happening at sea,” says Lamya Essemlali, President of Sea Shepherd France.The
dolphin was retrieved by the Observatoire Pelagis to be autopsied.
While trawlers are responsible for many dolphin deaths, longliners, gillnetters
(who can each set up to 100 kilometers of nets per day) and industrial vessels
further offshore fishing for fish meal and surimi, are also responsible for dolphin
catches. Lamya Essemlali says: “Not enough people make the link between their
fish consumption and the fact that we are destroying the sea, with no respect
for marine life as a whole and no consideration for future generations”
Sea Shepherd’s Operation Dolphin ByCatch aims to expose dolphin deaths
off the Atlantic Coast to put pressure on the French government to require
fisheries observers on all commercial fishing vessels, enforce the accurate
reporting of bycatch, and ban fishing practices that unnecessarily result in
thousands of dolphin killed as bycatch every year.
For more information about Operation Dolphin visit:
ByCatch: https://www.seashepherdglobal.org/our-campaigns/dolphin-bycatch/
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INDUSTRIAL FISHING
THE FORGOTTEN FARM ANIMAL
“In 2018 I undertook an investigation for Compassion in World Farming
(CIWF) into the treatment of animals in the European fish industry. I felt I
was prepared for the worst. Yet I was still taken by surprise at the level of
suffering I witnessed. Just like factory farmed mammals and birds, many
farmed fish are subjected to unnatural, inhumane conditions. Whether kept
in tanks on land, or in pens in the sea, I found they can face a wretched life
and a cruel death.” - CIWF investigator.
Millions of fish are suffering in vast underwater factory farms across Europe.
Compassion in World Farming has evidence of fish fighting for their lives while
being killed in ways so painful they are illegal according to European law. Many
endure slow, painful deaths by asphyxiation, crushing, gassing with carbon
dioxide, cutting the gills without stunning and even being gutted alive.
Visiting European fish farms CIWF Investigators discovered that species such
as sea bass, sea bream and trout were confined in their thousands to concrete
tanks on land or in floating ocean nets, swimming in water where disease and
parasites thrived. Live fish swam around those who had died due to the
appalling conditions.
Sea bass and sea bream are killed by being dropped into large buckets of ice
slurry. Ice becomes lodged in their gills as they struggle to breathe. CIWF says
these fish can remain conscious through their ordeal and many are still alive as
they are packed ready for sale. Investigators witnessed trout struggling in pools
of bloody water - evidence that the stunning system wasn’t working properly.
“It’s time to reconsider how we think of fish and how they are treated.”
Compassion in World Farming
Fish can be farmed more humanely than conventional intensive farming, and
organic standards, such as those set by the Soil Association, vastly improve the
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welfare of farmed fish. Contrary to organic standards set for other animals, fish
may still be confined in cages - although organic farmed fish benefit from more
space and are slaughtered using more humane methods. In addition, Soil
Association organic standards limit starvation periods and only allow wild fish
to be used as feed for farmed fish if they were sustainably caught. More humane
methods of killing include electrical stunning or a strike to the head.
Highly unsustainable
CIWF says that, although aquaculture may seem like a solution to the problem
of over-fishing wild stocks, it can actually add to it. Since many farmed species
are carnivorous, they are fed largely on wild-caught fish. Over 450 billion fish
are caught each year for reduction to fish oil and fishmeal, which is then fed
to farmed fish.To produce one tonne of farmed salmon it takes about two and
a half tonnes of wild-caught fish, such as anchovies. Due to the small size of
anchovies, around 500 individuals must be caught and killed for fish oil, just to
produce one salmon. The fact that greater numbers of fish are taken from the
oceans and rivers for use as feed, than if they were eaten by humans directly,
is highly unsustainable.
The behavioural requirements of most of the fish species used in aquaculture
are poorly understood and it is likely that conditions in intensive farming fail to
meet even their basic needs.
Rearing fish in cages prevents the most basic of needs such as their natural
swimming behaviour. Salmon are migratory and naturally swim great distances
at sea. In cages they swim in circles around the cage, rubbing against the mesh
and each other.

FISH WELFARE ON SALMON FARMS
“OneKind remains very concerned regarding the seemingly endless welfare
issues concerning the expansion of salmon farms in Scotland. Rather than
pausing and considering solutions, ever more intensive techniques are being
deployed to manage the sea lice, overcrowding and disease problems. Millions
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of cleaner fish are used by the salmon farming industry each year, and yet,
despite this, their welfare is often forgotten.” - Bob Elliot, director OneKind
Scotland’s animal campaigning charity OneKind has released a new report Cleaner fish welfare on Scotland’s salmon farms - which highlights the serious
animal welfare issues surrounding the use of ‘cleaner fish’ as a treatment for
sea lice on salmon farms in Scotland. Of the 43 million salmon on farms in
Scotland in 2014, 26 per cent, died during the production cycle. Such high
mortality rates are due to farmed salmon stocked at high densities, in
environments with no or little enrichment, and exposure to sea lice, disease,
predators and bad weather amongst other things. Sea lice are parasites that
feed on the flesh, scales and tissues of salmon leaving tissue exposed, causing
pain and creating an entrance for disease leading to stress and mortality.
Both wild-caught and farmed cleaner fish (mainly lumpsuckers and ballan
wrasse) are used by the salmon farming industry in Scotland to eat sea lice
that infest salmon confined in sea cages. They are used as an alternative to the
chemical and mechanical treatments for sea lice, which also cause severe
problems for farmed salmon. In 2016, 1.5 million farmed cleaner fish were used
on Scottish salmon farms, and it is predicted to rise to 10 million individuals
used in UK in 2020. It is also thought that up to a million wrasse each year are
caught for the salmon farming industry in Scotland.
OneKind’s new report raises yet more welfare concerns regarding the planned
expansion of the salmon farming industry in Scotland. The report outlines
several recommendations including a moratorium on the use of cleaner fish
until their welfare is safeguarded through increased research, development of
detailed welfare standards and increased collection and publication of data.
300,000 salmon escaped from farms in 2017. These are poorly adapted to a
life in the wild but can still interbreed with wild individuals, creating offspring
with reduced fitness, leading to severe population declines of wild salmon.
Many other fish and mammals suffer and die through the salmon farming
industry. Seals are shot, cetaceans such as harbour porpoise are excluded from
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their habitat by acoustic deterrent devices intended to scare seals away, and
crustaceans are damaged by chemicals used. Declines in wild salmon and trout
numbers have been linked to salmon farming.
For more information visit:
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/farm-animals/fish/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-concernssurrounding-the-use-of-cleaner-fish-on-scottish-salmon-farms/

Ocean, collage © Ann Johnson
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POETRY

Watching
Watching
Sea creatures
Of the deep on TV
In awe of their complexity
They build a community
These tiny fish
Coloured with intellect
Yet humanity’s disconnect
Puts them on plates
Eating
The stills of reality.

LJ Ireton © 2017

“What is morally wrong cannot be physically right.
We appeal to that which we believe to be the divine
wisdom within the hearts of all men.”
John Bright (1811 - 1889) Quaker political reformer
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COMPANION ANIMALS
FOSTERING CATS
Cats and kittens are fostered for a variety of
reasons but generally they are animals needing
extra care and TLC. Our regular contributor and
QCA member Elizabeth Allison has been
fostering since 2015 and describes how it works.
I have been campaigning for animals by writing to
the local press, the Leicester Mercury. since 2006. My
Elizabeth Allison and friend ©
first letter was in response to abandoned cats and Elizabeth Allison
dogs being cared for at a local rescue charity,
RSPCA Woodside Animal Centre, over the Christmas period. I was familiar with
the centre and its work as I had adopted three cats from there in 2002.Woodside
is self-funding and I gradually became more involved by helping at fundraising
events, usually serving refreshments and baking cakes - vegan of course.
I have a great admiration for people who dedicate their lives to caring for and
protecting animals and felt a need for some ‘hands on’ work. Aware that dog
and cat fosterers were constantly in demand at the centre and, having
experience with cats, they were my obvious choice for fostering. Now I am
one of around 46 volunteer cat fosterers at Woodside.
I began fostering in 2015 and had the necessary suitable room where cats
would not be constantly disturbed. Unsuitable and unnecessary furniture and
ornaments were replaced with cat-friendly items such as a second hand settee
and an activity/climbing frame. As well as a suitable room, fosterers must be
able to transport their cats for veterinary check ups, vaccinations and
flea/worming treatment carried out at the centre.
Cats and kittens are fostered for a variety of reasons but generally they are
animals needing extra care and TLC. Injured cats who are recovering from an
operation may need a convalescent period. Nervous, traumatised and disturbed
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cats need time to gain confidence and trust in humans especially if they have
been subjected to cruelty or neglect. Sadly, some owners have to give up their
pets if, for instance they move home and their circumstances change. Cats are
also taken into the centre whose owners have passed away. These and other
animals often find it difficult to adapt to cattery life. On several occasions I have
fostered cats or kittens from multi-cat households where the number of cats
has become unmanageable - 87 in one case!
Stimulation and hideaways
In my cat fostering room I learned through experience to fill any gaps between
pieces of furniture and the wall with old cushions and towels. Inquisitive kittens
can squeeze into the smallest of spaces but are not necessarily able to get out!
I also barricaded the chimney opening as one of my own cats had once climbed
in it. A litter tray area was arranged and a variety of toys were available to
stimulate cats and kittens. It was also necessary to provide hideaways for
nervous cats such as ‘igloos’ or boxes. Pregnant and nursing queens want a lot
of privacy so the base of a large antique sideboard with plenty of bedding was
an ideal maternity unit with its doors partially closed.
As a result of my circumstances and lifestyle I have fostered a number of stray
pregnant cats.The gestation period is eight weeks and from birth to when kittens
can be rehomed is around ten weeks. Fostering a pregnant cat and her offspring
can therefore last for around four-and-a-half months. I experienced one exception
with a ‘pregnant’ cat named Cleo. When I brought her home she didn’t eat for
three days. Concerned that her unborn kittens were not being nourished I was
advised to take her to the vet used by the centre and she was admitted to the
pet hospital. Cleo was found not to be pregnant but constipated! The tale has a
very happy ending as one of the vets at the practice adopted her.
The first pregnant cat I fostered was Dolly who gave birth when she was only
six months old, technically still a kitten herself. Her large belly, refusal of food
and investigating enclosed spaces were indications that the kittens were on their
way. It is a privilege to be present at a birth, and so exciting to observe new life
entering the world. The mother’s strong maternal instincts are a joy to see as
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she licks each kitten clean. They are blind and deaf at birth but instinctively find
a teat and begin to suckle. I have sadly observed two still births and once, the
rejection of a kitten. This usually indicates that the kitten is ill and unlikely to
survive. Despite resuscitation efforts the rejected kitten later passed away.
Watching kittens grow and develop both physically and psychologically is
fascinating. Individual personalities unfold in each litter. There tends to be a
more inquisitive, independent leader and another needing human attention
with many personality permutations in between. When the kittens are fully
weaned at around eight weeks old their mum is returned to the centre for
rehoming after being spayed. By this time she is ready for some peace, quiet
and rest! Kittens are ready for rehoming after their first vaccination at around
ten weeks old.
Fostering is a responsibility and time consuming. It can be worrying if an animal
is ill but their recovery is very rewarding.The most satisfying aspect of fostering
is when animals are rehomed and given the chance of a fulfilled and contented
life. Patience is a prerequisite for fostering.The most challenging behaviour is in
animals who have lacked socialisation in their first two months of life. A lack of
contact with people often results in fear of humans. Cuddling, stroking and
playing with kittens are very important. The most difficult part is returning
animals to the centre particularly after a lengthy fostering period. I could shed
a tear every time I say good bye.
So far I have fostered seven ‘queens’ who have produced twenty-seven kittens
between them in my house. I have also fostered seven single adult cats whose
ages ranged from one to fourteen years, and twenty-eight kittens without their
mothers, some found in boxes in parks, others just not wanted. I love them all
as my own and do all I can to give them the best chance possible for their
future. Although difficult, I know I have to let them go so that I can continue
fostering and give the extra help and attention to those who most need it.
Elizabeth Allison is a member of Leicester Meeting
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BOOK REVIEW
Unleashing Your Dog: A Field Guide to Freedom by Marc Bekoff and Jessica
Pierce, New World Library.
“Anyone who’s had the good fortune of sharing their homes and
hearts with a dog knows they need to exercise their senses as well
as their bodies.” Marc Bekoff.”
When out walking I often see runners taking the opportunity to exercise
their dogs at the same time.This has increasingly struck me as unfair to the
dogs who are obliged to keep up the humdrum, unrelenting pace with their
human companions and are bereft of opportunity to stop and explore.
In Unleashing Your Dog, Marc Bekoff and Jessica Pierce show that it is
possible to let dogs be dogs without wreaking havoc on our own lives.
They reveal what their senses mean to dogs and then guide readers
through everyday ways of enhancing a dog’s freedom and minimising
deprivations in safe, mutually happy ways. They begin by exploring the
definition of ‘captive’ reasoning how ’being captive’ means that a
nonhuman animal’s life is not their own, how it presents an existence not
necessarily of their choosing, becoming one of almost total dependence
on the decisions of humans.
The pair argue that “…the long association with humans has
reconditioned what is ‘natural’ for dogs.” But dogs retain an element of
‘wildness’ with attendant characteristics. Thus “Dogs will never fit easily
and without negotiation into human homes and lifestyles.” So, is a dog
happy to run alongside a human companion jogging along at the same
dreary tempo without pausing to stop and take stock of surroundings? I
would think it unlikely.
An aim of this useful, revealing and necessary book is to become aware of
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and examine the, perhaps unwitting, constraints that humans place on dogs
and to recognise the checks and limitations that don’t make for happy dogs
and which can compromise their well-being. Identifying this potentially
unsatisfactory scenario could be the first step towards accessing and richly
enhancing the relationship between canine and human companion.
This book extends ‘The Five Freedoms’, commonly relied on in animal
welfare, to ‘Ten Freedoms’ for guiding human interaction with dogs. The
additional five are: Freedom to be themselves; freedom to express
normal behaviour; freedom to exercise choice and control; freedom to
frolic and have fun; freedom to have privacy and ‘safe zones’.
The main part of the book is The Field Guide to Freedoms: Exercising and
Enhancing the Senses which explores smell, taste, touch, sight and hearing
and how necessary it is for dogs to be able to express these vital aspects
of what it is to be canine.
Marc and Jessica are co-authors of The Animals’ Agenda: Freedom,
Compassion and Coexistence in the Human Age and Wild Justice: The Moral
Lives of Animals.They convey to us immeasurably how nonhuman animals
whether domestic, wild or caged, feel and operate.Their latest publication
has to be a must-read for all those who engage with dogs.
Ann Johnson, Ross on Wye LM
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QCA MEMBERS’ NEWS
HUMAN POWER AND THE NONHUMAN ANIMALS was a talk given to a
Quaker group by QCA Member Trish Munn. Trish says: “In their earthly lives
both the Buddha and Jesus urged us many times to wake up. On the whole I
think that we Quakers aren’t doing too badly; we seem to be more awake than
asleep about most things . . . but where we still seem to be asleep is on the issue
of animal suffering. This is not something easy to write about or talk about.
“Ruth Harrison said in her book, Animal Machines, ‘If one person is unkind to
an animal it is considered cruelty, but where a lot of people are unkind to a lot
of animals it is simply accepted as the norm.’ This book, along with Rachel
Carson’s Silent Spring, written in 1962, did much to wake us up to what we’re
doing to the planet. She quoted Albert Schweitzer who said, ‘Man has lost his
capacity to foresee and forestall. He will end by destroying the earth.’ We only
need to look about us to see how right he was; but it seems we need constant
reminding, and even then, we still don’t get it.”
Trish has also written a book for children and adults called The Little Piglet,
which she’s funding the publication of through crowdfunder. The full report of
Trish’s talk can be found on: https://quaker-animals.co.uk/human-power-andthe-non-human-animals/
ANIMALS ARE, WITHOUT A DOUBT, A CRUCIAL RESOURCE FOR
HUMANS but how much use are we to them, asks Eden Thomas from Heswall
Meeting in Cheshire. “They sustain and support us in many, many ways but how
much do we sustain them, other than for our own interests? How unequal is
this symbiotic relationship? And yet without us all, in our amazing diversity, the
world be a lesser and poorer place.”
Eden, a singer/songwriter, is responsible for the ‘Quaker Songs Project’ (2014
to 2106) and has now embarked on a project called ‘Quaker Animal Songs’
with all money raised to go to Quaker Concern for Animals.The aim is to write
a collection of songs about animals and their role in sustaining us and the world
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in which we all live. The songs also look at how we, as humans, support them
and, sadly, exploit them.
The resulting songs, when completed, will be available on line at
https://edenthomas.bandcamp.com/album/animal-songs-in-aid-of-quakerconcern- for-animals, free to stream. Some are already there, including one
about a cat blinded by a road accident and one about an animal in old age and
another called: Monty, the One Race Greyhound.
Eden explains that Monty, whose track name was Tasmania Legend, ran only
one race, a ‘schooling race’ meaning a trial race with no betting. In some parts
of the world, running ‘unsuccessfully’ means the dog’s life is over, sometimes
with a bolt gun, sometimes worse.
But Monty was rescued by an artist/landscape gardener with whom he lived a
very happy life. Eden adds: “One unusual thing - which could explain a lot greyhounds traditionally run anti-clockwise but Monty, when let loose in the
park, always ran in a clockwise direction!”
Monty died some years ago now, and my friend dug an extremely deep grave,
him being a gardener and all, and Monty being quite large. Unfortunately, after
lowering in Monty, my friend slipped and ended up giving Monty one last hug.
At time of writing, Eden is hoping to take part in the Seeking Routes
Exhibition, at Swarthmore Hall in July of this year. He is also looking for Quaker
artists who would like to produce art around either the exhibition theme of
sustainability as well as animals, or around individual songs, and will seek
collaboration via relevant websites and facebook. Images arising from such
artwork would then appear on the Quaker Animal Songs project’s own web
presence (currently edenthomas.bandcamp). The closing date for entries to
the Seeking Routes Exhibition is 6 April, http://www.swarthmoorhall.co.uk/
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SANDRA HIGGINS WRITES FROM EDEN FARMED ANIMAL SANCTUARY
in Co Meath, Ireland: “2018 has been a successful year for us at Eden. 165
residents now live at the sanctuary, including several who were rescued from
human use and slaughter and came to us in the last twelve months.
“2018 has also been a very successful year for Go Vegan World, the public
education campaign that is inspired and informed by Eden’s residents who
feature in most of the ads. Go Vegan World used the year to display thousands
of ads throughout Ireland and
the UK as well as internationally.
The ads educate the public
about the animals we use,
prompting them to research the
issues for themselves and
supporting them to go vegan
through the offer of our free
vegan guide
“Following on the success of the Nancy arrived at Eden in the Autumn of 2018. She had
win in 2017, when the been used as a backyard breeding sow and was destined
slaughter. Photograph © Eden Farmed Animal
advertising watchdog approved for
Sanctuary.
the ‘milk is inhumane’ advert,
despite complaints from the dairy industry, Go Vegan World made a
breakthrough in 2018 when the same watchdog approved the claim that animal
research is torture.
“As we enter 2019, Go Vegan World has more than two thousand ads showing
on buses, billboards, the London Underground and streets across the UK and
Ireland including the first large screen vegan video ads in Ireland.”
For more information about the sanctuary visit:
https://edenfarmedanimalsanctuary.com/
For the campaign (including the vegan guide) visit: https://goveganworld.com/
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JASMINE PIERCY CONTACTED US WITH EXCITING NEWS FROM
SLOVENIA. The theme for the 23rd Central European Gathering - Our
Connection, Care and Concern for Animals - came about in response to a
suggestion from Jasmine who explained: “We have focused quite a bit on
migrants and nationalism over the past couple of years, so it seemed time to
shift gear - and with the children’s programme happening for the first time,
Friends jumped at the idea! The 23rd Annual Gathering of Quaker Friends from
across the Central European region and beyond met, for the first time in the
beautiful, friendly country of Slovenia.
“The Gathering took place from Friday 12 to Monday 15 April at Hostel
Radenci in the tranquil spa town of Radenci in the north east of the country
and not far from neighbouring Hungary,Austria and Croatia. With Connection,
Care and Concern for Animals we considered the Quaker testimonies that
impacted on our theme and how we might respond to them individually and
as a community. There was fun, playfulness, sharing, deeper reflection and
deliberation. We were prepared to enjoy and be challenged!
“For the first time, we planned a children’s programme to run in the mornings
alongside the main programme. Afternoons and evenings were all-age outings,
options and social time.
We aimed for a balance of activities: discussion, creativity, reflection in small and
large groups so that all could participate fully and contribute their gifts. There
were shortish business sessions during the weekend, when we could discern
any formal decisions together. All were welcome to these business meetings
which were held in the manner of Friends, where voting becomes unnecessary,
while we waited in the spirit for corporate guidance.
“All meals were prepared by our hosts. 50 per cent vegetarian and 50 per cent
vegan options for every meal, so you could try both!”
Local Friends in Slovenia: Jasmine and Alexander. CEG co-clerks: Michal and Kasia.
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THOM BONNEVILLE AND LYNDON SHIP were very pleased to attend the
Sarx Christian Animal Advocate Connect Day in November. Thom describes:
“A brilliant evening of new friends (and some old), fellowship, music, learning
and fun, including an interactive team quiz. Speakers included Matthew Glover
and Jane Land, founders of Veganuary, and Jay Wilde - the Derbyshire farmer
who gave his entire beef herd to Hillside Animal Sanctuary, but keeping a small
rescue family with him.
Lyndon’s thoughtful reflection on the evening was: “My faith in God and my
care for animals are great passions of mine, but unfortunately there is usually
a pressure to censor my views about God when I am among secular vegan
communities or having to censor my views about animal rights when I am in
church. I felt unable to express my deepest feelings anywhere. But at the SARX
animal advocate day, I was relieved to find a community who shared my views.
Occasionally I felt the need to brace myself when raising topics but I realised
that I was finally able to engage in uninhibited dialogue about these important
matters, I was glad to connect with these people and met great individuals who
I can see myself working with to make a tremendous difference!”.

Happy Christian vegans Lyndon Ship and friends. Photograph © Sarx
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EVENTS
MAY
Saturday 25 May: Quaker Concern for Animals AGM.
Time : 10:45 for 11:00, finishing 12:30.
Venue: The Penn Club, Cadbury Room, 21 Bedford Place, London, WC1B 5JJ.
Travel subsidy: QCA will reimburse attending Members who have travelled
from outside London, to a maximum of £20 on presentation of receipts.
Special Interest Meeting - Saturday 25 May, Who do you say that I am? Quaker
spirituality and species equality. Time : 17.30 – 18:30. Venue: George Bradshaw
room, Friends House.
For full details of our AGM and SIM visit: https://quaker-animals.co.uk/agm2019/

Photograph © Jan Sheppard
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JUNE
Saturday 5 June - Compassion in World Farming Awareness Day - The True
Cost of Intensive Farming. Venue - The Forum, Norwich City. QCA warmly
supports Rita Donovan, a member of our QCA meditation group and the
Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals who is, with a group of friends,
organising an exciting event at The Forum for Saturday, 15th June.
This rich and rousing event will include speakers from: CIWF, Animal Equality,
the League Against Cruel Sports, and Natalie Bennett from the Green Party.
Local Labour MP Clive Lewis will open the event at 10.30 am. At 11 am a
group of local schoolchildren will perform zumba dancing on the steps of The
Forum, portraying in dance the message of the day.
Charity/good causes stalls will include: Compassion in World Farming, Animal
Equality, Badger Trust, Friends of the Earth, Green Party, Hedgehog Preservation
Society. Hillside Animal Sanctuary, League Against Cruel Sports, Norfolk Organic
Society, PACT Animal Sanctuary, PDSA, RSPCA, RSPB, Animal Aid, ethical
businesses and, hopefully, Greenpeace.
Other organisations include: Neal’s Yard, Cromer Kitchen, Tropic, 1 Tree Cards,
Ellie’s Things, Ailsa’s Vegan Fudge, and a face painter.
Free entry to everything. Rita says “Your prayers will be welcome for the day.”
Friday June 14 - Stop Live Transport 2019 - International Awareness Day.
Hosted by Compassion in World Farming. You can share campaign action
selfies, sign a range of petitions from different groups, take to the streets,
organise a social event with friends. For more information, ideas, activities,
events, posters etc, visit: https://stoplivetransport.org
OCTOBER
Dalian, China 18 - 20 October 2019. 11th Asia for Animals Symposium, hosted by
the Asia for Animals Coalition and Dalian Vshine Animal Protection Association.
The 2019 Dalian Asia for Animals Symposium shall be a forum for animal
professionals, academics, government officials and others to share experience
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and exchange views on the best and practical ways of animal protection
through creatively use of existing laws, regulations and policies. Utilizing
legitimate weapons to protect animals is not the sole responsibility of legal
specialists. Animal activists, members of the media, child protection agency
workers, and the general public can also be influential participants in efforts to
crack down up cruelty practice.
“One of the obstacles is the absence of laws in China for preventing and
penalising animal cruelty. However, the lack of anti-cruelty legislation is no
insurmountable roadblock to actions against animal abusers. While Chinese
animal activists should continue to encourage the country’s legislative
authorities to start the process of animal protection law-making, they realize
that existing laws, regulations and policies that directly or indirectly address
non-human animals or those that are unrelated to animal issues can be used
creatively to protect animals.”
https://www.asiaforanimals.com/
NOVEMBER
Sunday 10 November, 3pm - Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals,
Remembrance Service for Animals. At the Animals in War Memorial, Park
Lane, London.

“The greatest danger to our future is apathy.”
Jane Goodall August 2002, Time interview.
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Sun on the Jackdaw
Sun on the jackdaw
brings a deep blue to sleek black
and I am back with the leaves, the leaves
and the flash of wing amongst them,
and the way the wind sings
and the rain brings a deep sheen
to the green of the things I lean into,
peering through that vegetable glass,
adding to my lexicon, greening my grammar.
Fiona Owen
From ‘Summer Grasses’ in The Green Gate (Cinnamon Press, 2015)
https://fionaowen.wordpress.com/books/
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MEMBERSHIP OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
Subscriptions are due on 1 January each year, in order to receive further
Newsletters.
Current rates:
£15 (full),
£10 (concession),
£20 (* Meetings)
Payment can be made by:
1 – Cheque, made payable to ‘Quaker Concern for Animals’ and sent to: Jane
Stanley c/o Sutton Coldfield Quaker Meeting House, Kenelm Road, Sutton
Coldfield, B73 6HD.
2 – Paying directly into our bank account or setting up a standing order. For
details of the account please contact us at: membership@quaker-animals.co.uk.
Please don’t send cash.
If you are a new member please ensure that you include your name and
address, and, if you wish, your phone number and email address. It would also
be helpful if you would say how you first came to hear about Quaker Concern
for Animals and, if you attend a Quaker Meeting, which one.
* We invite Meetings to join for the sum of £20 pa and receive our Newsletter
which is published twice a year.

“Animals are, without a doubt, a crucial resource for humans, but how much use
are we to them?”
Eden Thomas, Heswall Meeting
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“In upcoming years let’s put killing animals on hold and leave
future generations with a more compassionate and empathic ethos: No one has
to apologize for treating all beings with respect and dignity.”
Marc Bekoff, Psychology Today, December 2018.
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ART IN ACTION

Allowed to Grow Old: Portraits of Elderly Animals From Farm Sanctuaries by Isa
Leshko. Foreword by Sy Montgomery; essays by Gene Baur and Anne Wilkes
Tucker. University of Chicago Press April 2019.
Most farmed animals are born and bred to die before their time. With this book,
artist and writer Isa Leshko reminds us of something extraordinary and rare in
today’s world of industrial farming - the beauty of elderly animals.
On her website, Isa Leshko writes: “For nearly a decade, I have visited farm animal
sanctuaries across America to create photographic portraits of geriatric animals. I
began this series shortly after caring for my mom
who had Alzheimer’s disease. The experience had a
profound effect on me and forced me to confront
my own mortality. I am terrified of growing old and I
started photographing geriatric animals in order to
take an unflinching look at this fear. As I met rescued
farm animals and heard their stories, though, my
motivation for creating this work changed. I became
a passionate advocate for these animals and I wanted
to use my images to speak on their behalf.
Rooster, age unknown © Isa Leshko

“Nearly all of the animals I met for this project endured
horrific abuse and neglect prior to their rescue. Yet it is a massive understatement to
say that they are the lucky ones. Roughly fifty billion land animals are factory farmed
globally each year. It is nothing short of a miracle to be in the presence of a farm animal
who has managed to reach old age. Most of their kin die before they are six months
old. By depicting the beauty and dignity of elderly farm animals, I invite reflection upon
what is lost when these animals are not allowed to grow old.”
Several images from Allowed to Grow Old were made possible by funding from the
Culture & Animals Foundation, an organization dedicated to advancing animal
advocacy through intellectual and artistic expression.
Learn more at: https://www.cultureandanimals.org/.
http://isaleshko.com/.
https://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/A/bo24320304.html
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Abe, Alpine goat, aged 21 © Isa Leshko

Forest, Santa Cruz Sheep, Age 16 © Isa Leshko

Rare and globally threatened: the Blue ground beetle. Photograph: Buglife.

Snakes and lizards favour woodland with open areas for basking with areas of cover
nearby for shelter and nesting. Grass snake: © protected Woodland Trust.

